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PREFACE. 


Thi following pages contain a description and history 
of every^object of archaeological or monumental interest in, or 
about Shihjah4nkb4d or-Modern Delhi: beginning with the 
site ofthesemi-mythical Tndra-prastha, the capital of Yudiah- 

to the year 1450 B. C., and concluding 
with the tomb of the Emperor Akbar 11. who died in the yeax 

The order of description is, essentially, one of chronology, 

din 3 haa been IocaI1 y 

D ui °f a l ater P en °d,—not being specimens of 

thJr fortol°L 8ty ! ° l ar ? hltecfcur6 — 1 bave soaped them toge- 
P * f fte , adv 1 an ^g‘ i of travellers who may visit these places. 

description 0 f the tomb of NMm-uE 

r followed by those of the tombs of Jahiniri 

^ , AiUrU POr ° r Muhainmad Shih and Mirzd Jahinglr, 
this Id" be^uTv 1 ° 0lleCt;D 1 ? ma te rials for such a work aa 

great obligation To B&i Tiw t 6 ?! 0 £® n ^ ei nen, I am under 

Delhi, I hive to offer my iat ***"*"+ 

kindly placed atmv disnn^l * ac k n °wledgments; he vfciy 
sketches, and but foe his mn** "j 9 col ] ec ^ on of books *nd 

this work would never W blrtittol i stance. 


Zudhianar, 22nd September 1876. 


C. S. 



PREFACE. 


To the ever increasing number of travellers who annually 
visit Delhi, the following diary of itinerancy will prove useful :— 

1st day. Visit the Jam’a Masjid of Modern Delhi, (p. 250 post), the 
Kill Masjid, (p. 149 post), LAI Qil’^h, (p. 216 post), and 
the imperial buildings in it (pp. 220-237 post), the 
Zinath-ul-M asajid, (p. 261 post); the Sonebri Masjid of 
Rosban-uddaulah in Cbanani Chauk (p. 266 post), and 
the tomb of Ghazl-uddln Khin (p. 263 post). 

Visit Asoka’s pillar, (p. 129 post), the ruins of Flrozibid, 
(p. 123 post), Purana Qil’ab, (p. 24 post), its mosque, ^p. 
190 post), and tower (p. 193 post), the tomb of 

Nizam-uddin and the adjoining tombs, (p. 102 post), the 
Mausoleum of Humayun, (p. 202 post), and the tomb of 
Khan Kh&nan, (p. 214 post). If possible the traveller 
Should visit Tughlaqabid, (p. 89 post). 


2nd day. 


3rd day. 


day. 


Visit the Jantar Mantar, or the Observatory, (p. 269 post), 
the Mausoleum of Safdar. Jang, (p. 278 posi)» an d from 
here ride out to Hauz Khas, (p. 83 post), and thence to 
the Qutb Minar, (p. 58 post), the tomb of.Qutb Sahib, 
(p. 174 post), of Pal ban, (p. 79 post), and the mosque and 
tomb of Jamill, (p. 171 y>os£). 

Visit the tomb of Sultan GhAri, (p. 70 post) in the morn¬ 
ing, and in the afternoon» the mosques of Khirkl, (p. 
154 post), Begampur, (p. 156 post), and the tombs of 
the Sayyad KingB, (pp. 159-161 and 196). 



INTRODUCTION. 


In the forty-five square miles of comparative waste which 
is now enclosed by the villages ofTugblaq&b&d, Mahrauli, Chand- 
rionardthe left bank of the *river Jumna, thirteen capital cities 
have appeared and disappeared, the sites of which, with but one 
exception, are either marked by ruiris or- indicated by tradi¬ 
tion. About fifteen centuries before the Christian era, Yudish- 
thira founded the great Pandava Empire and .built his capital 
on the left bank of the Jumna and called it Indraprastha (p. 1 
post). For thirty generations imperial authority continued in 
his family and the dynasty, which followed that of the traitor 
Yisarwa, held sway in the capital of the P&ndavas for 500 years, 
and was succeeded by the Gotama-vansas. One of the Gotamas, 
Sartip Data by name, -supposed to be a lieutenant of the 
ruler of Kanauj, founded a city which he called Pi Hi (p. 10 
post) after his superior lord, R4ja DqJu. The Gotamas 
were succeeded by the dynasty founded by Dharmdhdi or 
Dharnidhar. The last king of line was defeated by the Kohl R£j a 
who in his turn was overcome by the ruler of Ujain, whose au¬ 
thority passed into the hands of the Jogi dynasty of 
Samandar P4L The Jogis were succeeded by ‘ the 
Baraitch Rajas (Oudh), and the Baraitchis were followed 
by the Fakir dynasty. The Fakirs gave way to 
Belawal ben and the power of the Sens was crushed 
by Deb Singh Kohl, of Siwalik, who was expelled from DIM 
by Anang P6I L, the founder of the Ton-war family. An 
P41 I. rebuilt Dflh m 731 A. D., and Anang jr*, 

1I. # °ne ° f hlS - s ? cce A ssors » re-popalated that city in 1052 
•. r ? P /S od of near 'y 792 years Mil ceased to 

to °L Northera “id this period is supposed 

to extend from the conquest of that place by the ruler of Uiain 
to its re-peophng by Anang Pdl II. J 


1151 A D and when the last of the Cho^ SXra? 
otherwise known as Rii Pithora, became the S 
mount power m Northern India, he built a fort which is kn 0 ™ 
after him as Qilah Rai Pithora, (p. 30 post). In the year 
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INTRODUCTION. 


1191 A. D. Dfllf was finally conquered by the Muhammadans 
under Qutb-uddin Aibek, and the Hindu Empire in North¬ 
ern Hindustan was for ever extinguished. The first eight 
sovereigns who succeeded- Qutb-uddin Aibek reigned in Qil’ah 
]Etdi Pithora, which they, adorned with a mosque and 
palatial buildings, of which .we still possess more orles3 credible 
accounts (pp. 37-39 post). But Kai Qubad, the tenth king and 
grandson of the illustrious Balban, built a palace at Kilokheri, 
also known as Naia Shahr (p. 82 post), to which place he 
removed his court, and which his successor Jalkl-uddin Khilji, 
for political reasons, fortified and improved (p. 82 post). ’Ald- 
uddin Khilji, the nephew of Jalal-uddin, who succeeded his 
uncle on the throne of Delhi after a short residence 
in Qil’ah Rai Pithora, built a fort at Siri which became the 
capital of the Delhi Empire. In the year 1321 A. D. Qutb- 
uddin Mubarik Shah, the younger son of ’Alk-uddln Khiljf, 
was assassinated by the infamous Khusrau Khdn, who assumed 
the insignia of royalty in the palace of Haz&r Sathrin, in Siri. 
Khusrau however, was defeated and killed by Ghiris-uddln 
Tughlaq Shah, who removed the seat of his government from 
Siri to Tuglaqabad (p. 89 post). His son and successor built 
Adilabad (p. 98 post ) within a short distance of the capital of 
his father, and a few years later he enclosed Qila’h Rtti Pithora 
and Siri and gave the new city the name of Jahanpanah (p. 
99 post). His cousin and successor, Firoz Shah Tughlaq, 
abandoned the old capitals of his ancestors and built the city 
of Firozabad (p. 123 post). The invasion of India by Timur 
was a death-blow to the prosperity of Elrozabid, and the in¬ 
firm Sayyads, who succeeded to the authority of the warlike 
Pathans, were not wanting, in their humble way, in the ambi¬ 
tion which leads E istern Kings to commemorate their name3 
by founding new cities. The first Sayyad King built Khizra- 
bad (p. 159 post), and his son and successor 

gave his name to Mubarikabad (p- 15!* post). The 

Lodis, who succeeded the Sayyads, have left no memo¬ 
rials of their rule in Delhi. Bahlol, the founder of 
the Lodi dvnasty, lived in Siri, and his son, the famous Sikan- 
dar, after a short reign in the old capital, removed 
to Agra. When Babar overcame the Lods at Panipat, 
he left Delhi in charge of a lieutenant and retained 
the seat of his government at Agra. His son, Humdyiin 
defeated by the Afghans under Sher Shdh, 


was 
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was expelled from India and lived in exile for 14 years. Before 
his expulsion from India by the Pathaus, Humayuu commenced 
the building of the city of Din Panah (p. 184 post). When 
Sher Shdh took possession of Delhi, he followed the example 
of his predecessors, and founded a new city which he called 
Shergarh or Delhi Sher Shahi (p. 187 po*t). In the year 
1546 A- D. his son, Salim Shah Stir, built the fort of Saifui- 
garh on an island in the Jumna. 

In 1555 A. D. Humydun defeated the Pathans and re¬ 
covered the Empire of Delhi. About six months after his 
victory over the Pathans Humaytin. died at Din Panah and 
was succeeded by his son Akbar I., who lived and died at 
Agra. His son, Jah&ngfr, continued to reside in Agra, and 
after his death Shtih Jah&n removed to Delhi and 
bqilt Shahj&hanabad (p. 241 post), which continued to bo 
the capital of the Empire till its conquest by the 
British on the 11th. September 1803. 

There is hardly another forty-five square miles of ground on 
earth of more interest to the students of history than that 
which has supplied the materials of this work. It includes 
the site of an Empire which rose and fell before the dawn of 
history ; and here also stand the pillars of Asoka, with inscrip¬ 
tions over two thousand years old ; here mav also be seen the 
renowned Iron Pillar, the precise age of which may not bo 
known, but the antiquity of which is undoubted ; here was ' 
made the permanent conquest of Hindustan by the Muham¬ 
madans, and from Delhi, whether as Qil’ah Rtii Pithora, Naia 
Shahr, Sfrf, Tughlaqabad, Ffrozilbad, Sher-garh or Shkh- 
jahiinabdd, the Muhammadan Emperors of Hindustan issued 
their commands, and with the name of that city the name 
of their Empire was for ever identified. 

A few words are necessary to explain the most approved 
grouping of the Archaeological remains of India so tar as 
they relate to Delhi 

1 mus * dis P° s ? of the “ Hindu Period” with the remark, 
that no entire specimen of ancient Hindu architecture is now 
extant in or about Delhi. And as regard, the different 

styles of Muhammadan architecture they maybe classed iu 
the following order :— 
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I. The Ghori Patlian, from A. D. 1191 to 1289, with 
overlapping courses, ogee pointed arches and high front 
Trails to masjids; specimens: Masjid Quvvat-ul-islam, Al- 
tamsh’s Tomb. 

II. The Khilji Pathan, from A. D. 1289 to 1321, -with 
horse-shoe arches and elaborate decorations ; specimen : the 
Aid! Darwdzah. 

III. The Tughlaq Pathan, from A. D. 1331 to 1450, stucco 
Pathan pointed arches with sloping walls of great 
thickness, plastered domes on low necks ; specimens : Tomb of 
Tughlaq Shah, and the Masjids of Khdn Jahdn. 

IV. The Afghan, from A D. 1450 to 1555, with thin 
perpendicular walls, domes on tall octagonal necks. “ Colour,” 
writes Cunningham, “ was extensively employed for bothinside 
and outside decorations, glazed tiles we.e also used afterwards 
during the reign of the Sur family. The stucco ornamentation 
was given up and a much richer and more lasting effect was 
obtained by the use of different coloured stones.” Specimen : 
Qila’h Kohnah Masjid. 

V. The early Moghal, from A. D. 1556 to 1628, with 
Persian domes on tall cylindrical necks. “ A peculiar charac¬ 
teristic of this period,” writes Cunningham, “ was the more 
general use of glazed tiles.” Specimens Humdyun’s Tomb, 
the Nil! Buij. 

VI. Thelate Moghal, from 1628 to 1750, with decorations 
consisting of mosaic pattern in stones and glazed ties. 




DELHI. 


PLATE I 







Indraprastha or Indrapat.— The earliest archaeology 

of-Delhi carries us back to the heroic but semi-mythical 
age of King Yudishthira which, by the consent of the learned, 
is supposed to belong to the fifteenth century before the 
Christian era. No memorial of Delhi, or of the cities which 
successively bore that name, can be complete without some 
account of that ancient city with which its history is so 
intimately connected—of Indraprastha, the city of Yudish¬ 
thira, sometime his capital, then the second city of the 
early Pdndu dynasty, and subsequently the capital of North¬ 
ern India. 


The history of'Ipdraprastha, or whatever reliable there 
is in it, will be found in the Indrapat Mahdtam and in 
the great epic of M&hd Bh&rata, which has immortalised the 
wars of the Pdndavas and the Kauravas, the “ cousins,” who 
at one time held paramount authority in Hindustan, and then 
divided the chivalry of their country in the internecine struggle 
which they carried on for supremacy in Bhdrat-varsha. 


Once upon a time there lived a Raja Dushyanta, who 

. Tit # * filter of a sage ; the issue of this 

marriage was Bharat, who conquered the regions of Hindus¬ 
tan, which were long afterwards called Bhirat^varsha, or tho 
country of Bharat. Has tin, the founder of HastimLpur, was the 
son of Bh&rat, and Hastiu was the father ofKuru, and Kuru 
was the father of Suntan i, who “ was the great grandfather of 
the men who fought in the war of Bhirata.” Sintsnd had a 
son by the goddess Gan gi, and his name was Sftntanava. He 
also had two sons by Satyavatt On the death of Santan*. he 
was succeeded by the children of his second marriage, because 

" drea , d / ul vow (We called Bhfshma, 

the dreadful) that he ■would not deprive them of their right 

to inherit the R*j. The elder of fehlshma’a half-brothers 

hdl trihe oflh n ’.? Wh i5” thi3 R4 J a fo11 in a war »gai QB t a 
hill tribe of the Himalayas, he waa succeeded by his younger 

whoBonamewaaVichitm-vlrya. Vichitra-virya m|r- 

ned the daughter of the King of Kaai, but died childless. And 



2 


INDRAPRASTHA OR INDRAPAT. 


when he was dead, Vydsa, a kinsman of the queen mother, 
raised up sons for the royal bouse of Hastinapur. Vy4sa had 
three sons : by the first widow of Vichitra-virya he had a son 
who was blind, and was called Dhritarashtra, and by the 
second widow he had a son who was pale, and was called 
Pandu, and he had a son by a maid servant, who was called 
Vidura. Dhritarashtra was set aside because he was blid, 
Vidura because he was slave born, and Pandu succeeded to 
the Raj. 

Pandu had two wives and their names were Kunti* and 
Madrf ; Kunti had three sons, viz., Yudishthira, Bhima 
and Arjuna ; and Madri had two sons, viz., Nakula and 
Sahadeva. 

When Pandu died, Dhritarashtra became the ruler over 
Bhaiat-varsha ; he married the princess Gandhara, and had a 
family of sons who were called Kauravas after their ancestor 
Kuru, and the sons of P&ndu were called Pkndavas after 
their father. 


The eldest son of Dhritarashtra was called Durjodhana, 
and chief ampng his brethren was Duhsasana, and the Kau¬ 
ravas and the Pandavas - lived at Hastinapur. It came to pass 
that owing to family feuds, Dhritarashtra advised the Panda¬ 
vas to go to Varanavata “ for some time,” and he said, “ after 
that, I will recall you and in course of time they were recall¬ 
ed to Hastinapur. But “ after many days” Dhritarashtra 
desired the Pandavas to go to Khdndava-prastha, and take 
possession of their share of the RAj, and Yudiahthira went to 
the couutry on the banks of the Jumna, “ and collected such 
a number of inhabitants that the city resembled the city of 
Indra, and the city was named Indrapraatha.”+ 


But the origin of this name has been differently accounted 
for: according to some, the city was dedicated to Indra and 
called after him, while according to others, it indicates the 
city where Indra gave a prastha (forty-eight double hand¬ 
fuls) to the poor ; on the other hand, philologists, who 
prefer to follow Professor Wilson, maintain, that Indra- 
prastha signiBes the plain of Indra, the word prastha. means 


* She i* supposed to have been the daughter of Sura, the grandfather of 
+ The Jumna now flows over a mile from ths supposed die of Indra prartha. 
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anything “ spread out and extended,” and hence an open 
space. This interpretation is popular with the common 
people who, to this day, continue to call the walled city of 
Indrapat, Indra-ka-Kheid or the plain of Indra. 

Indraprastha is supposed to have been founded about 
the year 1450 B. C., a date which receives the sanction of 
General Cunningham’s authority, who, on grounds which I 
need not reproduce here, considers it *• more worthy of credit 
than any other Hindu dates of so remote a period.” 

Authorities are again divided as to the probable date 
when Indraprastha succeeded Hastindpur as the capital of 
Northern India. Hastindpur,* having been submerged by the 
Ganges in the reign of Dastwdn, the seventh king from Yudish- 
thira, Hastwdn went in search of a capital in the South country, 
and established himself there for a time ; he, however, 
returned afterwards to Indraprastha, and made it the capital 
J- he Pdndu empire. According to the Vishnu Purdna, 
Nichakra, the sixth king from Yudishthira, removed the capital 
to Kau«ambi, “ in consequence of Hastindpur being washed 
away by the Ganges, but tradition inclines to the opinion 
that the transfer of the seat of the Pdndu empire from Hasti¬ 
ndpur to Indraprastha occurred some time in the thirteenth 
century before the Christian era, in the reign of Rdja Dast- 
wdu, also known as Rdja Ndmi. J 

, „ F ° r . thi , rt y generations, in direct descent from Yudishthira 
to Kashimaka (i, e., from the 15tli to the 7th century, B. C.), 
Indraprastha continued the capital of the Pindava Raj, and 
it !S not onUkely that when Yisarwa, the military minister 
of the last Pdndu iiaja, with whom ho was «connected by 
blood usurped royal authority, that I ndranrastha lost the 

IndU. dM But W s ^ h 8 n e ha . d a< S uir 1 ed 1,1 tha of Northern 

dvn£ti«“nfM? *v- °° mUe l tho of f>ree successive 

of ufe P ' / h Visarwas, who numbered fourteen persons : 

If the Wh n Werafi . aeen ' a " d Msyuras, who were 

5" ’ tho last of whom, Raj p&\ or Kanornil invaded 

Kumaon and1 was slam by Sukwanta, the Itdia of that 

place, and indraprastha was annexed to the Rai Twelve 

years later, Su kwanta himself was overcome by Vikramaditya, 

lOhl *“ WlUwd ' brtw ~‘ «*“ U» au. seamttoa, th. 



4 


INDRAPRASTHA OR INDRAPAT. 


the Raja of Ujain, who overthrew " the Pandu sovereignty 
and the era ot Sfudhistliira.”* 

Long before its conquest by the ELumaon Rdja, Indra- 
prastha had probably ceased to exist as a city of any import¬ 
ance. During the reigns of the powerful Guptas, Palibothra 
was the capital city of the paramount state in Northern India. 
Greek writers, more or less conversant with Northern India, 
were ignorant of the existence of Indraprastha. Arrian notices 
Mathura by precisely the same name it bears now, but 
he knew nothing of Indraprastha, nor does Fabian mention 
her name, although he traversed the country from Kdbul to 
Mathura in 400 A. D.t 


Colonel Tod’s references to "Indraprastha or Delhi,” which 
so constantly occur in his notice of the Pandavas, would lead 
one to suppose that the writer entertained no doubt of the 
identity of the two cities; he even goes the length of calling 
S&ntanu u sovereign of Delhi,” regardless of the fact that the 
name of Delhi does not occur for centuries after Santanu 
had ceased to reign. 


Whatever might be the weight of the doubts attaching 
to the origin of the name or the date of the foundation of 
Indraprastha, the probable site of this ancient city is less 
open to question. But the certainty on the subject is due, 
not to the presence of any ruins or architectural remains, 
or to the authority of any record—but to tradition, and to 
tradition alone. ;£ 


Mr. Wheeler believes that the site of Indraprastha is 
more distinctly indicated than that of Hastinapur ; on the road 
to the Qutb, he says, there are “ a number of desolate heaps, the 
debris of thousands of years, the remains of successive capitals 
which date back to the very dawn of history ; and local 
tradition points to these sepulchres of departed ages' as the 
sole remains of the Rdj of the sons of P&ndu, and their once 
famous city of Indraprastha.” I have not been able to find 


* Colonel Tod evidently refers here to the founder of the Sainvat. 

+ Elliot’s letter to the Secretary, Archaeological Society, Delhi, Part 2. 

♦ I n a paper read before the Literary Society of Delhi, Pandit Basheahur 
NAth expressed his opinion that indraprastha extended from the village of Okla to 
that of BarAri. 
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any authority for this statement, either in tradition or history. 
Equally without authority does Colonel Tod write of the 
“ monuments of 1 ndraprastha,” of “ the memorials of (her) 
former grandeur,” or, when residing in the mausoleum 
of Safdar Jang, describes it as standing “amidst the ruins 
of Indraprastha, several miles from inhabited Delhi” 
Of Palibothra, though its site is hopelessly lost in 
the mist of Grecian names and Grecian geography, 
we seem to know more in other respects than of the 
city of Yudishthira. We are told that it was 80 fur¬ 
longs long and 15 broad, that it was surrounded by a ditch 
which took up six acres of ground and was 32 cubits deep, 
that the walls of the city were adorned with 570 towers and 
64 gates, and that the “ ditch was for the defence of the city 
and the reception of all the filth issuing from thence.” 


No rums or “ the debris of thousands of years” mark 
the ground where Indraprastha once flourished ; even on 
its supposed site, cities have since appeared and disap¬ 
peared ; and although tradition points to the walled village of 
Indrapat as the inheritor of the name and a portion of the site 
f Indraprastha, the extent of this ancient city cannot now 
be ascertained. It is generally believed to have occupied the 
extens!ve piece of ground which covers the site of Indrapat 
and stretches northward to the Delhi gate of modern DeUii 

S,ou e t r H,?mr’‘-b*™ r Uld /• itS soufchern boundary at or 

tr ilS 1 -° rub, 1 and lfcs northern at the Kotlah of 
irozshkh ; these limits have the disadvantage of not including 

c?ty S o a f Cr Yudth^f * S ° ^i-ately fonnected with th! 

darv of Tndr«nr^ ft It dls P° 1 sed to place the northern boun- 

.... ..u, Kot “ 
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huta and brick built houses, with a palace of similar construc- 
tion ** with some pretension to strength, all occupied by a 
nondescript population” of herdsmen, mechanics, cultivators, 
petty shopkeepers and retainers. 

Of the festivities which took place in Tndraprastha, we have 
sounding and elaborate accounts in the Maha Bharata, but we 
have no description of the city itself. We read of splendid 
double-storied pavilions provided for the Rajas who attended 
the ceremony of Rajasuya (the inauguration of an independ¬ 
ent Rdja), exaggerated descriptions of the walls and the orna¬ 
ments ot the pavilions ; we are told that, on this occasion, 
“ the whole city of Indraprastha resounded with the chanting 
of Vedic hymns”—we hear of the “ wonders” that were seen in 
the city on that occasion, but we learn nothing of the city 
itself. 

During the short but prosperous reign of Yudishthira, 
Indraprastha might have eclipsed “ the glories of Hastinapur,” 
nevertheless it • was the second city of the empire. After the 
war of Mdhd Bhdrata, Yudishthira made his triumphal entr}' into 
Hastindpur as the capital of Bhdrat-varshd ; it was there that 
he performed the horse sacrifice, Aswamedha, and it was there 
also that he divided his empire, giving Hastindpur to 
Parikshit, the son of Arjuna, and Indraprastha to Jujutsu, the 
only surviving son of Dhritarashtra. 


Nigambodh. —Tradition assigns to two spots, on the 
banks of the Jumna, the . honor of being the only 
contemporary memorials of Indraprastha : viz. the ghat 
ot Nigambodh and the Hindu temple known as NilichatrL 
The size of the ghat, ah it existed at the time of Yudishthira, 
we have no means of knowing ; but we may safely accept 
the tradition which places it in the vicinity of Fort Sallm- 
garh, and in front of the gate of the modern city of Delhi, 
which bears its name. It was here that Yudishthira, after 
performing the horse sacrifice, is said to have celebrated 
the hxrm,* and five thousand years ago, according to mytho- 
logy, that Brahma, having suddenly lost the memory of 


* Offerings of ghee presented to the gods in sacrificial ladles, with samples of 
vegetables and medicinal herbs. 
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the sacred books, recovered it by plunging into the waters of 
the Jumna; hence, the origin of the name which consists of 
two words, Nigam, signifying the Yed, and Bodak, knowledge. 

The buildings which now stand on the grounds of this ghat 
do not go farther back into antiquity than a period of 
about a hundred and thirty-seven years. It was in the year 
1737 that the Hindus were permitted to erect rooms here, 
huildiDErs which still exist and extend in front of the Nigam- 
bodh Gate, to the north, in the direction of the K_ela 
Ghdt Gate to about twenty yards, and to the south 
down to the bend of the Jumna, in front of what was once 
known as the Calcutta Gate of Delhi. The new ghats con¬ 
sist of low, open-pillared stone built rooms, sometimes with 
walls only on two sides, and with stone steps leading to the 
water ; the rooms are irregularly built, both as regards their 
dimensions and the distance to which they extend into the 
river, or at which they stand from the walls of the modern 
city. 

The Marghat, or the place of cremation, is to the south of 
the Nigambodh Gate ; a wall still marks the spot where the 
Hindus used to burn their dead before the Mutiny of 1357. 
It is now closed for purposes of cremation. 

There is a gathering of Hindus at the Nigambodh every 
morning ; fairs are held here on Sundays, on the first 
and the fifteenth of every Hindu month, every day while the 
sun continues in the sign of Virgo , and during the whole of 
the month of Katak ; at full moon, and the eclipses ; at the 
festivals of Dewali, the two Daseras, the Rath Jathra, Janam 
Ashtann and Narsing Chaudas. 


Nilichatri. —-The temple known as Nilichatri stands on 

ai J d i! S about five minutes walk to the south 
of the Nigambodh, and within thirty paces of the North 

Gate, and tne Bahadur Sh4hi gate (both now closed) of 

Near , thls s P ot Yudhisthira, after celebrat¬ 
ing the hom, had erected a temple ot which the memory alone 

• T i 6 P resenfc generally believed to have been 

built in the year 939 flijri, (1532 A. T> ) by Hum*X 

a^ Pe f V eM ’ Wh ° USed lt M a P leasur © house. He?s 
ako said to have ornamented its roof with the enamelled stones 

of a more ancient building. I am disposed, however, to ^ 
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with Pandit Basheshar Ndth, who is supported by no less an 
authority than General Cunningham, that the temple, as it 
now stands, was.built by the Mahrattas during their short 
occupation of Delhi. In 1028 Hijri, (1618 A. D.) Jahdngfr 
arrived at Delhi on his way to Kashmir, and put up an 
inscription on stone in some conspicuous part of the temple, 
as it then stood, and two years later, on his return from Kash¬ 
mir, he left a similar memorial of his visit; the stones are 
no longer in existence. English translations of the inscriptions 
are given below :— 

(I) O, The Revealer ! 

When the King of the seven Climes, Nhr-uddfn Jahdngir B£dsh£h 
Gbdzi, purposed to travel in the paradise-like Kashmir, from his capital, 
Agra, this verse came to his inspired tongue : 

God is Great! 

The Impromptu of Jah&ngir Sh£h Akbar, 

What a graceful place [the giver] of delight. 

The seat of the Dweller in Paradise,* 

The 14th year of the reign of Jahdnglr, corresponding with 1028 
[Hijri.] 

(II) O, The Protector! 

When the Emperor, the Protector of the world, returned from 
Kashmir—the grateful to the heart—and hono ed with his presence 
this place of grace, he ordered that this verse should also be engraved: 

God is Great! 

Hum&yhn Sh&h son ofSh&h B&bar, 

His pure blood is [drawn] from the S&hib Qir£n. [Amfr Timur ] 

The sixteenth year of the propitious reign of Jahangir, corres¬ 
ponding with 1030 [Hijri.} 

That the present temple stands on the site of some 
more ancient building, may or may not be true; if it 
was at one time the pleasure house of Humayiin, we know 
nothing of the date or the means of its subsequent posses¬ 
sion by the Hindus, unless, indeed, it was made over to them 
by the Maharatta conquerors of Delhi, as it is generally sup¬ 
posed to have been. 


* The title of Humiyiin after his death. 
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From the road which runs between Salfmgarh and Nili- 
chatri, the spectator can only see the pyramidal roof of the 
latter, the back of the temple being completely lost in the 
bed of the new road, and the roof has the appearance of a small 
enamelled pyramid placed on the northern side of the road- 
The base of this pyramid is about 14 feet square, resting on an 
ornamental baud about two feet wide, and covered with ena¬ 
melled stones representing flowers, grotesque forms, half-human 
figures, with the wings and tail of a peacock; the stones, 
however, are so arranged as to join the tail of a bird to a flower, 
or the upper part of a human figure to some other object with 
which it could not possibly have been associated by the 
original builder. The band on which the pyramid stands 
is not seen all round it, as with the back of the temple 
a fourth of the band is lost in the road. The side of 
the pyramid which faces the road is covered with small blue 
enamelled stQnes ; on its opposite, or the river side face, there 
are bright coloured enamelled stones representing ornamental 
designs of flowers and leaves. The greater portion of the 
eastern face of the pyramid is covered with blue enamelled 
stones relieved, here and there, with stones of a brighter colour; 
and the western face is covered with stones representin'*- 
flowers and ornamental designs, but chiefly flowers. ° 

Seven steps fropi the road take the visitor down to the 
floor of the temple. The temple itself, which consists of a 
single room, is 14£ feet square and, to the apex of its 
pyramidal roof, about 50 feet high ; it is built of the common 
stone of the country, with plain granite pillars marking 
oft the two doors in the north wall, the only entrances into the 
shrine ; the doors are about 5 feet 7 inches high, and 2 
feet 9 inches wide. On the right of the temple, there is a side 
room for the use of the priest. In the centre of the temple 
there is a ling covered with cloth; there are also several small 
marble idols ; a couple of bells hang from the centre of the 
roof and are rung during prayers. A niche on the back wall 

lampa*° 0In 1S up * n even ^ n g with small earthen 


“ f&W” ,n Primitive acceptation means a sign, a mark • the nensii.trv 

DiWnitv l <le f ° f I "' , 1 R stllI use rounded blocks of stone as the mark of the 
lmty—J. D. Cunningham, Journal Asiatic Society Bengal, 1S47. 
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Dilli.*— We are still treading on speculative grounds 
and the solution of the difficulty suggested to the Delhi 
Arch geological Society by Sir Henry Elliot, as to “ when 
Delhi succeeded to Indraprastha,” is still involved in 
doubts, which all the learned labor that has since been 
devoted to the question, has not helped us in clearing 
up. No contemporary record of this succession exists ; but 
we may accept it as historically true, that in the first 
century after the Christian era, Vikramaditya of Ujain 
invaded the territory that once went by the name of 
Indraprastha,—then occupied by its Kumaon conqueror, 
Sukwanta—and annexed it to his own kingdom.f Whether 
the name Dilli was then substituted for that of 
Indraprastha, or by a course of events unknown to history 
it superseded that of the capital of Yudishthira, it is impossible 
to decide. Accepting it as a fact, that there is no mention 
of Dilli till its occupation by Vikramaditya, that is about 78 
A. D., then it is not possible that its name was known to any 
of the Grecian historians who have given an account of India. 
Neither is it mentioned in the later records of the historians 
of the Muhammadan invasions, which bring us down to the 
eleventh century of the Christian era. It was not the capital 
of Vikramaditya who came from Ujain ; it was not the capital 
of the powerful Guptas (78 to 319 A. D.l ; nor of the great 
kings of Kauauj (550 to 650 A. D.); it was not known to the 
Chinese pilgrims Fa Hian and Hwen Thsang who visited 
the country and its neighbourhood (600 to 640 A. D.) ; nor 
was it famous enough to attract the cupidity of Mahmud 
of Ghazni, or the notice of the historians of his Indian 
conquests. A1 Biruni, who has the credit of “ presenting a 
picture of the Mussalman knowledge of India at the end of the 
tenth century,” who “ lived many }'ears in India and lea'itt 
Sanskrit in the time of Mahmud’s invasion,” never men¬ 
tions Dilli.1 He had heard of Kanauj, Mali lira (Mathura) and 
Thanesar, and in giving the distances of several important 


* Kiiov.ii a-s T>i,ii to Hindu writers, a ml as Pchli to the Muham^r*. u. 
The author?,*'! * peUin-, under I mjnb Government Notification 11)42, 1st !> ofu*.- 

ber 1874, ic Delhi. , - 

I- According to Mr. Talbovs Wheeler, it ceased to be a royal abode for 
centuries on ita conquest bv ViLramAditya ironi the Kumjon ' 

when it was re-catabl'filled by A nan? P41, the name of Delhi superseded 
of Jodraprastha. I prefer to follow General Canoingham. whow opin o* 


w 


supported by all reliable native Authorities. 

I Elliots History of tn«lia, Vol. J, 42. 
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cities from Kanauj, he notices Mirat, P^'dpat, and KaithaJ, 
but does not notice Dilli- ’Utbf, the author of the Tanl h 
Yamini, par excellence thb historian of Mahwiid, was not 
aware of the existence of any such place, although four 
great cities in its neighbourhood had been sacked by the 
Ghaznavi conqueror. ’Utbf describes the passage of the 
Jumna, the capture of Mathtira, the conquest of Kanauj, 
but he had evidently not heard of Dilli. With so much of 
historical neglect to account for, it is impossible to resist the 
inference that when Mahmud of Ghazni invaded India, Dilli 
was an obscure town. 

Before I proceed to determine the site of Dilli, on 
which authorities of great weight are at issue, I purpose to 
give an account of the traditions connects." with the origin 
of its name, and with the history of its supposed founders. 

The accounts which ascribe it to Raja Dalip are discard¬ 
ed by all ; admitting, as we do, that J ndraptastha was more 
ancient than Dilli, the latter could not have been founded by 
one of the ancestors of Yudishthira.* 

Equally apocryphal is the well known tradition, that it 
was built by a member of the Ton-war family in the year 919 
B. C., and was called Dhili from the Hindi word dhili 
(loose), the soil of the place being too soft to hold tent pega 

There is yet a third account of the foundation of this 
city, one which native writers who disbelieve the first two, 
consider more reliable, but which in my opinion is hardly 
more credible. It is said that one Kstja Delu, king of 
Kanauj, who held Dilli as a subject kingdom, had a Governor 
there of the name of Sariip Data, who built a city on the 
deserted site of Indraprastha, and called it Delu after his pa¬ 
ramount Rord, the King of Kanauj. Jn support of this 
opinion, it is stated that Dilli was also called Delu, and the 
poet Amir Khusrau is quoted as an authority on the subject : 

Either grant me ahorse, or order a baggage horse from the stable. 
Or command me, that I may sit in a cart and go to Delu. 
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But it also appears that King Delu lived in the year 328 
B. C., and that he was a contemporary of Porus, that he was 
overcome by him, and that Dilli was held by the conqueror 
who was also the king of Kumaon. 

That the city of Dilli was founded by some Rdja of that 
name is highly probable, but it is useless to speculate for 
any greater amount of certainty either on the date or the 
exact circumstances of its foundation. 

According to General Cunningham, the name of Dilli 
first occurs about the time when a Raja of Kumaon, having 
conquered the place, was in his turn overcome by Vikrama- 
ditya of Ujain, and of this event we are told that, there are 
four different versions ; firstly, in the conquest of Delu 
by king Porus of Kumaon ; secondly, in that of Raja Pal of 
Dilli by Raja Sukwantaof Kumaon, both of whom fell under 
the arms of one Vikramaditya. General Cunningham considers 
the two stories exactly the same. Thirdly, in that of R&ja 
Nilaghpati of Dilli by a Raghuvansi Raja named Sonkh- 
dhwaj, who again is overcome by Vikramaditya of Ujain; and 
fourthly, in the deposition of King Rasal of Hind by a rebel 
wfio in his turn is conquered by Barkaraarys.* 

Of the several dates given by different authorities of the 
foundation of Dilli, the only one which it is necessary to 
notice is that of General Cunningham, but I must confess 
that the grounds of his opinion do not appear to me 
altogether satisfactory, nor does the General himself regard 
them as such. 

He adopts Abu Rilian’s opinion that the Vikramaditya 
who conquered the Hill’Raja lived about 135 years after 
Vikramdditya who founded the era, (i. e. in the year 78 A. D.) ; 
identifies the former with Sdlivabana, the founder of the 
Saka Era, who, like Vikramaditya the conqueror of the 
Sakas, is said to have reigned for ninety years, and finally 
fixes the date of the defeat of the Saka conqueror of 
Dilli in 7S A. D., which is the initial year of the Saka era. 


* A lull F.izl describes Delhi as “ one of the ancient cities, the capital of In- 
drnpat the author of Jfirath-af'tdb-nuiiiti relates the stoiy of king Forus ana 
liaj.i Delu, on the authority of yuzhut-^-KuM. 
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General Cunningham then considers it safe to place 
the foundation of Dilli, at some earlier period, and that 
“ perhaps the date of 57 B. C. or contemporary with 
Vikramdditya, as recorded by Ferishta, may not be far from 
the truth.” 

As regards the site ot Dilli, the difference of opinion 
between native authorities and General Cunningham is 
equally remarkable. The former believe, and tradition is 
decidedly in their favor, that ancient Dilli was built on 
the ruins of Indraprastha, and that when it was re-peopled by 
Anang Pal, the founder of the Ton-war dynasty, it occupied 
the present site of Purand Qil’ah. According to General 
Cunningham, ancient Dilli and I ndraprastha were two dis¬ 
tinct cities, and about five miles apart ; the former he places 
on the ridge,near the celebrated Iron Pillar, which he believes 
to be one of the memorials of ancient Dilli. 

It is not easy to determine on which side the advantage 
of argument lies ; those who rely on tradition lose little as 
regards the weight of authority. It is by no means unlikely 
that ancient Dilli was founded on the site of Indraprastha, 
once the capital of a powerful empire, and that Anang Pdl, I, 
thought it better suited his ambitious views to restore this 
ancient city than th found a new one ; this opinion is supported 
by Abul Fazl, and it has since been followed by every native 
historian of reputation. That in the accounts of the early 
Muhammadan kings, Purdnd Qil’ah is also called Qil’ah 
Indrapat, is in support of the theory adopted by the tradi¬ 
tionary party. 

On the other hand, General Cunningham’s position is 
one possibly of greater strength. It does not appear to me 
however, a matter of “tolerable certainty that the Iron 
Pillar must have been erected in some conspicuous position 
either within the old city, or close to it.” I am takino- it 
tor granted that General Cunningham is here speaking of the 
city which was occupied by Sukwanta for thirteen years and 
which was eventually conquered by Vikramdditya. 

Whether or not the Iron Pillar occupies its original posi¬ 
tion, it is impossible to say ; we know nothing of its maker. 
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bat what I consider the strong points of General 
Cunningham’s theory may be observed in reasoning back 
from the recent to the more distant past. There can be no 
doubt that Anang P&l, IT, re-peopled Dilli in Samvat 1109, 
(A D. 1052) ; this fact i6 recorded on the pillar and it may 
justify the inference that the city he “ re-peopled ” must have 
been the Dilli of Anang Pdl, I; admitting this, it would 
be difficult to argue that the Iron Pillar which bears this in¬ 
scription could have been placed at any considerable distance 
from the city of which it was a memorial. Again, if Anang 
Pal, I, is justly entitled to the credir of having refounded 
Dilli, this could hardly be the case if he had founded a city 
five miles from the site ot the older city which bore the same 
name. 

If we believe General Cunningham’s theory, we must set 
aside all that tradition says on the subject, and the authority 
of the most eminent of native historians, who have 
followed tradition. If we discredit his theory, we must be 
prepared to deny that Anang Pal, I, “ re-founded” Dilli ; that 
Anang Pal, II, “ re-peopled ” the same place, and that the 
Iron Pillar which bears the record of the latter event 
marks its site, and that the history of Rai Pithora’s 
capital is in any way connected with the history of that city. 

The well known tradition that after the defeat of the Saka 
Rdja by Vikramdditya, Dilli was abandoned tor 792 years is 
explained by most waiters alike, and it is supposed to be the 
term of years during which Dilli ceased to be the capital of the 
Pdndu Rdj.* According to native historians, Anang Pdl, I, 
removed his capital from Kanauj, and established himself at 
Indraprastha about 676 A. D., and in course of time his new 
capital was known as Dilli ; according to General Cunningham 
the city of Dilli was re-built by Anang Pdl, I, about 731 or 
736 A. D. 


* According to Colonel Tod. Tndrapmstlut remained without a sovereign.—the 

supreme authority haviug . .. removed from northern to southern India, 

til) the fourth .-race mini,' to some authorities, the eighth centurv after Vikramdditya 
when th tL.-io of Vndl.is.h.ra was mice more occupied by the Tou-war tribe of 
Rviout CK.in. ,..' i -cent From ih< Pundus. To this ancient capital thus reformed, 
...w apportion Ot Delm was given, and the dynascy of the founder, Anang 
1/45, i * ‘ the iirli cpntuiy. when A.naog Pal, III, abdicated in favour o 
grandson J’r.thi Kaja. other"we known a a Kai Pithora. 
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As regards General Cunningham’s opinion that during 
this interval of 792 years, Dilli was once at least the seat of Go¬ 
vernment, on the authority of the inscription of Raja Dh£va, 
or that it was temporarily restored to some importance 
by an usurper of that name, I am inclined to accept Dr. 
Bhau Daji’s translation of the inscription, and Mr. Edward 
Thomas’s opinion, that King Dh£va has not been identified 
“ with any potentate named in local annals, or with any so¬ 
vereign whose place in history might be determined approxi¬ 
mately from associations.” 

Abul Fazl’s mistake in placing the re-foundation of Dilli 
by the Ton-war in the fourth century of the Christian era is 
satisfactorily disposed of, both by General Cunningham and 
Syud Ahmed Khan. General Cunningham accounts tor it on 
the supposition that the author of the Ain-i-Akbari had 
accepted the Balabhi Sam vat 429 for that of ..Vikramkditya ; 
the initial year of the Balabhi era is the 319 th of that of 
Christ, and the Balabhi Samvat 429, would, therefore, be 
747 A. D. Similarly he explains that the date of the 
re-building of Dilli on the Iron Pillar refers to Samvat 
419 of the Balabhi era, which, with the addition of 318 
years, would give the year 737 A. D. He also quotes from 
Nuh Sipihr of Amfr Khusrau, a reference to Anang P&1, I, 
who is described as “ a great Rai who lived five or six hundred 
years ago,” which, with reference to the date when the poet 
wrote, gives the date of Anang Pdl, I, between 700 and 
800 A. D. 

Both General Cunningham and Syud Ahmed Khdn 
quote the following anecdote from Nuh Sipihr, but while the 
former gives the lions a place in the neighbourhood of the Iron 
Pillar, the latter locates them at Pur<ln£ Qil’ah : 

“ At the entrance of his (Anang Pal’s) palace, he had 
placed two lions, sculptured in stone. He fixed a bell by the 
side of the two lions, in order that those who sought justice 
might strike it, upon which the Rai would listen to their 
complaints and render justice.” Syud Ahmed Khan also 
adds that the stone lions were in existence i»i 1318 A. D. ; but 
their subsequent fate is not known to history. 

That Dilli was the capital of Anang Pdi, TI, who re built 
a more ancient city of the same name, is very likely to be 
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true, but I have already shewn that when Mahmtid Ghaznavi 
invaded India in the eleventh century of the Christian Era, 
it was an obscure city of which the Muhammadans either 
heard nothing or were content to spare for its insignificance. 


The Iron Pillar or Loha-ki-Lat .*—I consider this the 
most appropriate place for an account of the celebrated Iron 
Pillar which Mr. Prinsep ascribes to one Raja Dliava, a prince 
of unknown lineage and descent. Of the original location of this 
Pillar or its age, we have no trustworthy account, but tradition, 
silent as to its maker, attributes its erection to Anang Pal, I, 
and places it in the temple of Rai Pithora. When that temple 
was converted into a mosque by Qutb-uddfn Aibek, the pillar 
v. as permitted to stand where it was, but neither tradition nor 
history discloses the name of its maker or his object in making 

1 t.’l' 


The Pillar itself is a solid shaft of wrought iron 
Syud Ahmed calls it cast iron, but the majority of travellers 
and others who have written about the pillar describe its 
material as “ mixed metal,” “ brass,” ‘ bronze,” “composition,” 
but Jacquemont calls it “soft iron.” Dr. Murray Thompson, 
who analysed a small bit of the pillar for General Cunningham 
was of opinion that the metal was “ pure malleable iron of 7‘G6 
specific gravity.” Dr. Bhau Daji however persists in his 
statement that “ iron forms no portion of the monument, and 
that it is a compound of several metals.” 

The total height of the pillar is exactly 23 feet and 8 
inches, of which, before the present cliabutra or platform was 
constructed, about 22-^ feet were above and about fourteen 
inches below ground. “ The base is an irregular knob in shape, 
resting on several little pieces like bits of bar-iron, let into 
the stone underneath, and secured with lead.” 


* It is universally known to the natives as Loha-ki-L&t or the Iron Pillar. 

+ Dr. Bhau Daji, evidently does not believe that the Pillar stands where it did 
when the so-called “ Dh.tva inscription” was eugraved on it. According to him, it was 
set up iii a teiuple dedicated to Vishnu. “ It is -difficult,” says lie, “to make out 
where the temple of * Vishnu and the Vishnu pada-giri were situated, although in 
tlie Masjed or tin* buildings around, there are stones which originally belonged to 
Jain, Saiv.t and Vaisluiavee temple, of the 10th or 11th century of the Christian era. 


w 


X According to ('hand. 44 the King demanded 100 seers of iron and had it hammered 
ell, then the smiths were summoned who made a shaft live hauds long .”—Canto 1 . rrtthx- 


rtij-rtiyiisa. 
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The capital of the pillar is about three and a half feet 
long ; the smooth portion of the shaft is fifteen feet long, the 
rest is rough, and shows defective welding. The lower 
diameter of the shaft is 1G 4 inches, and the upper diameter is 
12'05 inches. The pillar has evidently been fired at with match¬ 
locks, and twice marked with cannon balls, which grazed the 
side but did not touch the centre of the pillar. 

The legends connected with the Iron Pillar are numerous 
but pretty generally known. General Cunningham has col¬ 
lected all that is worth preserving. As already stated, 
the pillar was erected by Anang Pal, also known as 
Beldn Deo, the founder of the Ton-war dynasty. He 
was assured by a holy Brahman that, the pillar 
having been firmly driven into • the head of Sahes 
N^g, the serpent kins', his empire would be as permanent 
as the pillar ; the Bdja, however, was incredulous and 
anxious to test a prophecy of such deep importance to his 
dynasty, he ordered the pillar to be removed, when, to his 
horror, the foot of the pillar, which had pierced the serpent’s 
head, was found wet with blood. All attempts again to fix the 
pillar proved of no avail : it stood loose in the ground, the 
serpent was gone, and the event is remembered in the ’ well 
known verse :— 


KllU to dkiUl bhai, 

Tomdr bhaya mat hin. 

The pillar has become loose, 
TheTomar’s wish will not be fulfilled. 


The same legend is variously related, bat its 
essentials are retained in the several versions. The 
poet Chand devotes a whole book of his Prithirai 
Rayasa to Killi- Dhilli-KcUha,—story of the Loose Pillar ; 
~ut his account is substantially what has been given above 
although Chand places the occurrence in the reign of Anan^ 
P61U. ; Kharg Kai, the Gwalior Bhdt, refers it to a date 15 
early as 736 A. D., while Syud Ahmed Khan would have us 

Hindu £1“ “ 1116 rCiga ° f ^ Pith ° ra ’ the 


Mr. Wheelar c*Ha it “ the PilUr of thp 
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According, to Chand, Anang Pdl IT., consulted the sage 
Vyas, as to an auspicious hour for holding a great festival 
in honor of the birth of his grandson ; the sage replied : 

“ Now is the lucky time, your dynasty will become immoveable, 
and its root will strike into the head of Sahes N&g. But the R&ja was 
incredulous, when Vyas, taking an iron, drove it down 60 fiugers deep 
until it reached tne serpeut’s head, and drawing it out,-he showed it to 
the Raja covered with blood. Then addressing Anang Pal, he said : 

“ Your Kingdom, like the spike, has become unstable : 

“ So said Vyas Jagjoti, these things will come to pass, 

Tomar, then Choh&ns, and presently Turks.”* 

The Iron Pillar may be said to be more remarkable for 
the inscriptions which it bears than as a successful 
work of art. Of these inscriptions, the most ancient and ' the 
best preserved dates back, according to some authorities, to 
the fourth, and according toothers, to the sixth century of the 
Christian era. Even so late as in 1828, Captain Archer, who ac¬ 
companied Lord Combermere on his tour in the “North-West,” 
describes the inscription as one of unknown antiquity, and which 
“nobody can read.” In 1844, Lieutenant William Elliot made 
a copy of the inscription at the request of Dr. Mill, of 
Bishop’s College, but the work was so “ ingeniously misman¬ 
aged that not a single word could be made out 1” Four 
years later. Captain Burt, of the Bengal Engineers, was more 
successful, and the greatest of oar Indian Antiquaries, the 
late Mr. James Prinsep, published the original inscription 
with a modern Nagri transliteration and an English transla¬ 
tion, in the seventh volume of the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal. To Mr. Prinsep’s transliteration and 
translation objections have been taken by Dr. Bhau Daji, of 
Bombay, in a paper of “ Remarks” read by that learned gen¬ 
tleman to the members of the Asiatic Society of that place, 
on the 13th of April 1871. 


* A writer in the Calcutta Journal , who visited Delhi about forty years ago was 
told by the natives of the place that two successful attempts were made to destroy 
the pillar. Nadir ShAh ordered the earth to be removed from its foundation, 
but the workmen could not proceed with their work ; the serpent shook its head, 
which caused a violent earthquake. The second attempt was made by the 
Maharattas, who brought a heavy cannon to bear upon it, but did no other damage 
than leave a mark upon it. 
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The character of the inscription is ancient Nagri, the 
date of which Mr. Prinsep, who is followed by General 
Cunningham, refers to the third or fourth century of the 
Christian era. Mr. Edward Thomas, however, considers this 
" too high an antiquity for the style of writing employed on 
the monument.” General Cunningham considers the charac¬ 
ter of the letters “to be exactly the same as those of the 
Gupta inscriptions,” but Dr. Bhau Daji, whose opinion is 
adopted by the best Sanscrit scholars of Delhi, gives them a 
later date than the time of the Guptas_ 


The cross line across the top of each letter” he writes, “ is only 

The letters correspond most to the 

SSX!Mankhen dynasty on two viharas or caves in 

ThPYlnhS °- Ananta . Varraa at Nagarjuna and Bdr^bara. 

lye alphabet belongs in my opinion to the end of the fifth or bo- 

ginoing of the sixth century of the Christian era.” 


of aix il lfn«« mp 0 + l ifci011 ? f 2. the i ? 8 Cri P tion ia poetical, A consisting 
r slokas; the first line of which is in much 

sss 
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The following is Mr. Prinsep’s Nkgri transliteration of 
the inscription : 


,t n i T>Tf 



fo't JTHlipt jfrfl ^3? 

nfn wiwqzi znmvjdi 



TJR^n I3f?w^rw+1 nw^t t% m 

%n<pm _ *t 

%55JraRnun7^ i T^'7T yrfaf'j&wfif w 


»♦ 


iV f W « | . • It » 


• - T- 

t • 4*, *•«-*. • * 


'f*. 


* .•..-.« _.. * 
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The following Ndgri transliteration of the same inscrip¬ 
tion is extracted from Dr. Bhau Daji’s “ Kemarks ” already 
referred to :— 


^Tf^rJJTTf ft7 - 

—_avC^v*-. ^ r\ 



^ *n? fa$Tm7n*j 

^rtt; 


■ * ..• ■ ri* T«r~ m \“*# | 
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. The following is Mr. Prinsep’s translation of the inscrip¬ 
tion:— r 

1st Stole.- —" By him, who, hearing the warlike preparations and 
entrenchments of his enemies, with their good soldiers and allies, a 

monument [or arm] of fame engraved by his sword on their limbs_who 

a master of the seven advantages, [same as the seven limbs of Govern¬ 
ment] crossing over [the Indus ?] so subdued tbe VahlikAs of Sindhu, 
that even at this day his disciplined force and defences on the south 
[of the river] are sacredly respected by them.” 

2nd Slok. —" Who, as a lion seizes one animal on quitting hold of 
another, secured possession of the next world when he abandoned this — 
whose personal existence still remains on earth through the fame of 
his [former] deeds ; the might of whose arm even though [he be] now 
at rest, [deceased] and some portion too of the energy of him who was 
the destroyer of his foes still cleave to the earth.” 

3rd Slok. —“ B) him, who obtained with his own 8rm an undivid¬ 
ed sovereignty on the earth for a long period, who [uuited in himself 
the qualities of] the sun and the moon, who. had beauty of countenance 
like the full moon, by this same RAja Dhava having bound his head 
to the feet of Vishnu, and fixed his mind on him, was this very lofty arm 
[pillar] of the adored Vishnu caused to be erected.” 

Dr. Bhau Daji’s translates the same inscription as 
follows:— 

“ He, on whose arm glory is written with the sword, when he re¬ 
peatedly turned back his combined enemies in the battle field in the 
Vangas (Bengal ?) ; who, having swam across the seven mouths of 
the Sindhu (Indus), conquered the BAIhikas in battle, the breezes of 
whose prowess still waft incense to the South Sea ; who, having left 
the earth as if in sorrow, resorted to the other .(heaven) ; who 
went to the land of his deserts (actions) with his (bodily) form, but with 
his glory remained on this earth ; who destroyed the remnant of 
his enemies ; whose heroism, like a great smouldering fire in a great 
jungle, does not yet leave the earth ; and who, by the prowess of his 
arms, secured in this world an incomparable empire for a long time ; 
whose countenance was beautiful like the full moon; this Lord of the 
earth, named Chandra, having by means of faith in Vishnu, fixed his 
xnind, erected this tall flag-post of BhagavAna Vishnu in Vishnupada- 
giri (the hill of Vishnu’s feet.)” 

“ My copy,” adds Dr. Bhau Daji, “ of the inscription 
differs in every line from the copy published in Prinsep’s 
journal. What is read as ‘ Dhavena’ is really ‘ BhAvena.’ 
‘ Dhvaja’ is really ‘ Bbuja,’ and what has been read 
* Chandrarkena’ is Chandr A vhena,’ The mistake arises from 
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adding a curved stroke to the letter Vha on the left side at 
the middle.’ ” The learned gentleman, then continues : u There 
is no such name as Dhava, who has hitherto been supposed to 
be the prince, who erected the pillar in commemoration of his 
powers. * * I have no doubt that the name of the Raja 

who constructed the pillar is Chandra Raja. He appears to 
me to be ot the Nerwar king's, whose coins are described by 
General Cunningham in the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic 
Society (No. Ill of 1865). Amongst the coins delineated 
is one which has the name “ Chandra” on it. General Cunning¬ 
ham, however, supposes this “ Chandra” to be Chandragupta 
of a later date. But among the coins of the Chandraguptas 
there is none bearing any great similarity to this coin. And 
as the name is simply “ Chandra,” there are no good grounds 
for adding u Gupta” to it.” 

Syud Ahmed Khdn ascribes a greater antiquity to the 
Pillar than the 3rd centuiy of the Christian era ; as regards 
the inscription, he is of opinion that as it bears no Samvat, 
it is at least older than 57 B. C. when the era of Vikramd- 
ditya came into general use. According to him, the pillar 
was constructed by Raja Medhava, who was one of the 
descendants of Yudishthira, and reigned in the year 895 


I have little hesitation in adopting, on philological grounds, 

the opinion of Hr. Bhau Daji that the character of the letters 

of the inscription belong to a later period than that of the 

Guptas. On the side of this opinion are arrayed the learning 

of the Delhi Pandits and the critical acumen of Mr. Edward 
Thomas. 

Pf.the other inscriptions on the pillar, General Cunning¬ 
ham justly remarks, that they are more numerous than im- 
We have already referred to the inscription of Anang 
Pal II : « Samvat Dihali 1109 Ang Pdl bahi,” i. e. “ In 
Samvat 1109 [1052 A. D.] Ang Pal peopled Dilli.” There are 
two records of the Chohdn Raja Chatra Sinha, both dated in 
Samvat 1883 [1826, A. D.], who is said to have been descended 
from Rai Pithora. The date of Rai Pithora himself is 

“ £? mVa - 1151 l 1094 ’ A - D *>] which is 99 years too 
*•a *■ j - re o S Hnot ^ er m odern Ndgri inscription of six 
R&L nf^rh ln Samvftt 17 6X |m ° A. b.~\ of the Bandela 
Rajas of Chanden ; below this there are two Persian inscrip- 
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PURANA QIL’AH- -LALKOT. 


tions, dated in 1060 and 1061 A. H., [1651-52 A. D.] 
which merely record the names of visitors. 


Purana Qil’ah. — I have already expressed my opinion on 
the value of the tradition which points to the walled village 
of Purdna Qil’ah as the Dilli of Anang' Pdl I. There 
can be no doubt however, that there is not a stone 
there which can confidently be said to belong to the city of 
the Ton-war. Of Purdna Qil’ah, I shall have to speak at 
greater length as the Din Pdndh of Humdytin and the citadel 
of Sher Shah’s Delhi 


Lalkot.—We do not know the exact number of the succes¬ 
sors of Anang Pdl J, who reigned in his refounded Dilli, but 
General Cunningham states, on the authority of two Hindi 
manuscripts, that after Anang Pdl II, the .successor of Kumara 
Pala, had “ peopled Dilli,” in the year 1060, A. D., he 
built a fort near the eity which he dalled Ldlkot. The 
Pandits of Delhi are unable to discover qny traoe of Ldlkot 
in the writings of their Dhdts. Rai Jiwari Ldl, one of the best 
informed native gentlemen of Delhi, is inclined to believe, 
that, like the Koshak Ldl of a later date, Ldlkot was 
a royal residence of which neither Chand, nor the historians 
of the Muhammadan conquest of Delhi have taken any 
notice.* Curiously enough, however, the natives of 
Mahrauli, the village to which these grand ruins belong, 
seem also to be of opinion that there was a building 
of some importance close to Pithora’s temple which was 
known in the neighbourhood as Lalkout 

The silenoe of Muhammadan historians is a considerable 
difficulty in General Cunningham’s way, and it is especially so 
when we bear in mind that some of these writers were 
men of eminence, the chroniolers of a successful .mvas’on 


- General ^.unniughAin that: “Lf.lkot hae hitherto remain^unknown 

being always described by Musabuanu as a part of the fort, of KAi fitnora. 

t According to Chand, Anang PH “ hiring >‘e*rd and .^aaidered the ^ords 
of Vy&aa, corn men cod building a palace. Canto I 9 Pn lAir4jrray<lfa. 

See also, Mr. C. J. Campl*ell'a excellent * Netaa" on th* Ancient cities of Dolln 
Journal Asiatic Society of BcngaL VoL 35, Part L 
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and of the permanent occupation of the country by 
the conquerors. Local tradition vaguely asserts the exist¬ 
ence of a royal palace called Lalkot, but the comparative 
silence of Hindu writers on the subject is a suggestive fact 
against General Cunningham's identification of a portion of the 
fort of JRai Pithora as the Lillkot of Anang Pal II. Mr. Beglar 
has robbed General Cunningham of his best arguments 
in support of this theory, by excluding from the supposed 
boundaries of Lalkot the temples destroyed by the Muham¬ 
madans, the Iron Pillar, and the dry tank known as Anang T&L 
The Ldlkot of Anang Pdl was very likely a palatial building 
of red sand stone, which was either improved out of existence 
by the Chohdns, or perished under their neglect. 


Anang Tal. —According to tradition, the tank of Anang 
Pdl II, was at one time a place of general resort, but now it 
is deserted. It may yet be seen as a deep hollow to the north 
of the Hindu temple of Yogd Maya, and about a quarter 
of a mile to the north west of the Masjid of Quvvat-ul-isl&m. 
According to General Cunningham’s measurement, it is 
169 feet long from north to south, and 152 feet broad from 
east to west, with a depth of 40 feet. 

Syud Ahmed Khdn states, that the water of this tank 
was used tor the mortar of the unfinished minar of ’Ala-uddin 
Kkiljf, (A. D. 1296-1316), and the drains which carried the 
water to the workmen may yet be seen in some places. The 
tank is now dry, and even in the height of the rains there is 
not enough of water to keep the dry soil of its base wet for 
any length of time. 


Anekpnr. —This village which is renowned for its bund 
or dam, is situated in the suo-district of Balabgarh, about three 
miles from Tughlaqabdd. The bund of Anekptir, considering 
ite age and the neglect to which it has been consigned for ceiS 
tunes, is about the most remarkable work of its kind in 
Northern India It is built across a gorge 289 feet 
wide, and to the north of this massive and imposing wall, is 
the village of Anekpdr with its population of a thousand 
souls. According to Syud Ahmed Khdn, the village with the 
bund was founded by Anang Pal I., m Samvat 733, (A. D. 
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676.) According to General Cunningham, who refers the 
Samvat to the Balabhi era, it was founded by Anang Pal II., 
in A. D. 1051. On the orest of the hill to the N.-W. of the 
■village are the ruins of a small fort. 

The bund wall is a gigantic piece of stone work . about 
150 wide at the base and about 20 feet high ; in 
the centre of this wall, there is a semihexagonal recess about 
60 feet deep and about 215 wide at the base ; the wall 

the base contains three drains about 8 feet 
drains run through the whole width of the 
•oves on their sides show that the drains were 
worked with trap doors. On either side of this recess 
there is a wall about thirty-seven feet long, and 

covered with a flight of steps ; on the opposite side of the 
wall, there are no steps. Considering tjhe age of the bund 
and its abandoned condition, it has suffered comparatively 
little for the 825 years that it has been in existence. 


opposite to 
high. These 
wall ; the grc 


Suraj TC np ri. Syud Ahmed Kh£n, who follows the 
authority of Hindu Bhkts, attributes the construction of this 
superb tank to Suraj Pkl, the fifth son of Anang P£l I., 
in Samvat 743, (6’86 A. D.). General Cunningham refers this 
date to the Balabhi era and makes it correspond with 1061 
A. D. 

This is a splendid work, and even in its decay, it retains 
much of its past grandeur. That a work of such importance 
was constructed in the desert where it now stands, is perfectly 
incredible, and the ruins which still surround it, attest 
a once populous locality. The tank occupies about six acres 
of land, and is situated between the villages of Bahkrpdr and 
JLakkarpdr, in the hilly grounds of !Dejhi, and about twelve 
miles from its modern town. The shape of the tank is not 
round, its west side, to use Mr. Tremlett’s words, is 
“ a straight line for nearly its whole length.” The tank 
is surrounded by a series of stone steps, the highest row 
of which is on the level of the adjacent country; the 
steps-are formed by large blocks of worked stone ; “ these 
for a height of nine or ten feet, are about tht ordinary width 
ol'tank stepSj. but higher ✓ up, the space between successive 
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steps becomes much wider, and the floor between is covered 
with cement, so as to form a succession of spacious terraces, 
running one above the other round the water/’* 


In the centre of the western side of the tank are the r uins 
of a temple, to which the visitor is conducted by a flight of 
about fifty steps, flanked by heavy stone walla. The steps 
of the temple meet the steps of the ghdt at about the 
middle of the distance between the ruins and the level of the 
water. On the eastern side, there is a corresponding 

ghdt, in every respect similar to the first ; but the 

ruins on this side, though visible, give one no idea of the 

original building. In the centre of the northern wall of the 

tank, there is a smooth ghdt for cattle ; between this slop¬ 
ing way and the ruins on the western wall, the tank steps are 
interrupted or perhaps were intentionally abandoned, and the 
passage here allows the drainage of the neighbouring hills 
to pour into the tank. The ruins of towers are scattered 
on the N.-E , S.-EL and N.-W. comers of the t*nlr On 
the S.-W. _ corner, where a tower must have once stood, 
the grbund is -perfectly clear ; the ruins of thd other towers 
are at a distance of about eight or nine yards from 


At a short distance from the ruins on the N.-E. and S.-E. 
comers of the tank, there are two abandoned wells and the 
remains of other ancient buildings now levelled with the 
On the 21st of Bhkdon, an annual fair is held here ; 
a Pipal tree which stands on the south-eastern comer of the 
tenk is held sacred, and the offerings made to it are appropriated 
ib- ° Br ahm a ns of the villages of Anekpdr and Lakkar- 


, X *or the Temple of Kali Devi—The worship 

• 1 t? 0V ? d , ate9 he y° nd history and is even an¬ 

cient for Hindu chronology. “ Millions of years’* ago the 

gods who dwelt in the neighbourhood of the prasent temple 
were troubled by two giants and were compelled to prefer 


nluikmaprtfcut tZn ' t “‘P b « U Tremlett, fuU o£ 
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their complaint to Brahma, “ the god of all.” But Brahma 
declined to interfere, and referred them to the goddess Parba- 
thi. Out of the mouth of Parbathi sprung Kushki Devi, 
who attacked the giants and slaughtered them, but it so 
happened, that as their blood fell on the dry 
earth thousands of giants came into life, and the 
battle was maintained by Kushki Devi against gieat odds. 
Parbathi took compassion.on her offspring and out of the eye¬ 
brows of Kushki Devi came the monster Kali Devi, “whose 
lower lip rested on the hills below and her upper lip touched 
the sky above she drank the blood of the slaughtered giants 
as it poured out of their wounds ; and the goddesses obtained 
a complete victory over their enemies. About 5,000 years ago, 
Kali Devi fixed her abode here, and she was worshipped as 
the chief divinity of the place. It is generally believed 
that the most ancient portion of the present temple was built 
in tiieyear 1764, A. D., but the antiquity of the worship of 
Kdli Devi is believed to be “ at least as old as the reign of 
Kkja Pithora.” 

The temple of Kalka or K&li Devi stands on the boun¬ 
dary of the historic village of Bahdrpur, and about nine miles 
from modern Delhi, on the road to Tughlaqabdd. Originally, 
it was a twelve-doored masonry room. The stone which is 
worshipped as the Kali Devi is placed in the centre of the 
room, and screened off on three sides with red sand stone and 
marble railings about six feet high ; on the left side of the 
screen, there are two inscriptions, one in Persian and the other 
in Hindi, which record the names of the goddess to whom the 
temple is dedicated and of the builder of the screen : 

Sri Durga Singh par eaw.'ir—1821 Fasli. 

8ri Durga is mounted on a lion—1821 Fasli 

Durga Singh was the name of the individual who built 
the screen, while Durga, the goddess Kdli, is generally repre¬ 
sented as riding a lion. 

In the year 1816, the Pujaris (priests) proposed the 
addition of a dome to the temple ; but public spirit ran rather 
low at the time and the promoters of this work referred 
it to the decision of Kali Devi. The names of the most 
opulent Hindu gentlemen of Delhi were written on slips 
of paper and placed before the goddess, who was then called 
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upon to select the man on whom the work was to devolve. 
The choice justified the expectations of the priests ; thfe goddess 
selected Mirza Raja Keddrndth, the Peshkdr of Akbar the 
Second. The R&ja added twelve outer rooms to tho 
temple and surmounted the whole with a lofty Hindu 
pyramidal dome ; each of the rooms has one inner and two outer 
doors. In front of the temple, there are two tigers of red 
stone, oxzv the heads of which is hung a bell, which the 
votaries ring when returning from worship. A large trident 
of red sand stone stands close to the tigers. Within the last 
fifty years, rooms have been built in the vicinity of the temple 
by the Hindu bankers and merchants of Delhi. 

At eleven in the morning, sweetmeats are placed in front 
of the stone and the goddess is believed to partake of them. 
The stone is completely covered with brocade and red cloth, and 
at night a small bed is placed before it. A lamp fed with ghi 
burns night and day in the shrine. Punkahs, umbrellas and 
cloth awnings are still offered to the goddess. A weekly fair 
is held here on Tuesdays, and on the 8th of Chaith ana the 
8th of Asauj the temple is visited by crowds of people from 
Delhi and the neighbouring villages. 


The temple of Yoga Maya —About 260 yards from the 
Iron Pillar, and within a high walled enclosure, stands the 
temple dedicated to the Yogd, Mayd, or the Pure God¬ 
dess. According to the Bhfigavata Purand, she was the sister 
of Krishna. Her original temple is believed to have been built 
in the time of Yudishthira, although the present build¬ 
ing is barely fifty years old. Those who are not over credulous 
believe that the worship of Yoga Maya is at least six hundred 
years old, but in the absence of authorities, it is impossible 
to ascertain from what period it dates. 

The enclosure within which the temple stands is about 
400 feet square ; at each corner of the square, there is a small 
tower ; most of the buildings within the enclosure, of which 
inclusive of the temple there are twenty-two, were erected by 
the order of Sed Mai, an Amir of the time of Akbar the Second. 
1 he temple itself, which was built by Sed Mai, has not tho 
slightest pretension to beauty. It stands against a heavy 
iookifag building which does not appear to be older than 
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the temple itself. From the floor of the temple—which was 
paved with red stone twenty years ago, and is now covered with 
marble—to its copper gilt pinnacle, it is about 42 feet high 
The room where the black stone is placed is about seventeen 
feet square ; the flat roof is surmounted by the usual truncated 
pyramid with slightly curved sides ; the frame of the door of 
the room is made of marble. The sacred stone is placed in a 
marble well about two feet wide and a foot deep ; it is tenderly 
concealed in tinsel and cloth, and two small pankahs of 
the same materials are suspended over it from the ceiling; a 
four legged marble table, about eighteen inches square and 
nine inches high, is placed in front of the idol on the 
floor of the room, and offerings of flowers and sweetmeats 
are placed on it. Wine and meat are not acceptable to the 
Yoga Maya ; she even discards bells to which most ol the 
Hindu gods are so partial. 

About eight feet in front of the temple there is an iron 
cage containing two stone tigers. The cage is about five feet 
square and ten feet high; the passage between the temple 
and the cage is roofed over with planks and is covered 
with a light coating of bricks and mortar. From the ceiling 
of this cover hang . four bells* for the use of the wor¬ 
shippers. 

The goddess has the reputation of being unusually 
exacting ; she abstains from the good things of the 
world and will not allow her temple to be desecrated by 
the use of wine and meat, neither will she permit the use of 
bedsteads within the enclosure of her sanctuary.* 


Qil’ah Rai Pithora. —-This fort was built by Prithiriij 
otherwise known as Rai Pithora, the son of Someswara—and 
grandson of Visdla Deo, the Choh£n conqueror of Delhi—by 
the daughter of Anang Pal III. According to General Cun¬ 
ningham, Pithora reigned for a term of 22 years, from the 
year 1170 to 1191 A. D. ; but according to Syud Ahmed 
Khkn, from the year 1141 to 1191 A. D., which gives him 


* From time to time additions and improvements Lave been made to this temple 
by L41a Hardhi&n Singh of Delhi. 
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a reign of 49 years and some months.* Syud Abmed 
Khan, on the authority of the Kholdsat-ut-tawdrikh, dates the 
building of this fort in the year 1143 A. D., while General 
Cunningham places that event about the year 1180 or 118$ 
A. D., and relies on his Hindi manuscripts for his date ; he also 
suggests that the fort was intended to protect the city against 
the aggressive attitude of the Muhammadans in Northern 
India. The descendants of Mahmud Ghazna\d had for some 
time established their rule in the Punjab, and after the 
accession of Hai Pithora, iMuhammad of Ghori had destroyed 
the Ghaznavi empire at Lahore, and was threatening 
Hindusthan proper. 


The most imposing view of Qil’ah Rdi Pithora is that pre- 
sented by its north-western side ; the most complete view may 
be had from the top of the Qutb Mindr. I can have no bet- 
ter starting point for my description of the fort than the tomb 
of Adham Khdn, where ti e fort wall meets the enclosure 
wall of the tomb. From this point, the fort wall runs duo 
west for about 400 feet, where it meets a gate, and after a short 
bend runs in a north-westerly direction for about a quarter of 

? tak u es ? nort b-easterly direction-passing the 
Kanjit Gate—for about two hundred yards, and runs for the 
same distance more nearly due north-east, where it ends 
at a large bastion still in a fair state of preservation 

rA to T ? eneraI Cunningham, is the western 

thiL^d aW fioTeft faXhtf"* *5. ^ in 

of a ditch’, which varies m width from if l ^“feet Th°W 
ham identifies with the Ghazni Gate of 

r^rr-oTL^r \r: in da t b,e 

shaft seven feet high for directing the a stone 

portcullis is still in existence fhis Ih?« ef “ D< ?, deacent of * 
Fateh Bd d , a hastier, Wlth 

f*■ si ^ tils •frsry gaasss- 
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At this point the fort wall ramifies, a lower line of ram¬ 
parts takes a northerly direction to enclose the city of Rdi 
Pithora, and a higher line runs due east to form its citadel. 
The latter terminates at a second bastion called the Sohan 
Burj, a larger tower than the first, and about two hundred feet 
from it. There was apparently a gate between the Fateh 
Burj and the Sohan Burj, of which no ruins exist; like the 
gate near Adham Khdn’s tomb, it is a deep gap in the fort 
Avail. About 300 feet from Sohan Burj is the Sohan Gate, 
also a gap, and from here the ruins of the pld Avail may 
be traced, running in a southerly direction down to Adham 
Khdn’s tomb, a distance of very nearly half a mile. The walls 
betAveen these formidable bastions Avere manned with smaller 
toAvers “ well splayed out at the base, and 45 feet in diameter 
at top, Avith curtains of 80 feet between them. Along the 
base of these toAvers which are still 30 feet in height, there 
is an outer line of Avail forming a raoni or faussebraie, which is 
also 30 feet in height.”* 

At the Sohan Gate, the higher wall divides in two, 
a line of ruins marks its south'Avard course to Adham Khdn’s 
tomb ; the second branch runs south-east for about a hundred 
yards, and then forming an irregular quadrant, with a 
radius of three hundred yards from a centre which may 
be placed at the unfinished Mindr of Ala-uddfn Khiljl, it 
crosses the road to Delhi at about the middle of the arc, and 
terminates close to the road leading to Tughlaqdbad. We 
have here a gap of about a third of a mile betAveen this point and 
Adham Klnln’s tomb. General Cunningham considers this 
quadrant as a portion of the eastern Avail of Ldlkot, but his 
Assistant, Mr. Beglar, confines Lalkot between what has 
already been described as its western Avail, and the ruins of a 
line of wall which lies between the Sohan Gate and Adham 
Khdn’s tomb. Having already expressed my opinion, dissent¬ 
ing from General Cunningham’s identification of Anang Pal’s 
Ldlkot with the citadel of Rdi Pithora’s city, his objection 
that Mr. Beglar is in error in not including the tank of Anang 
Pal in Ldlkot, and Mr. Beglar’s opinion that the irregular 
quadrant was not a portion of Ldlkot, need no further notice. 
On the other hand, in my opinion, Mr. Beglar has satisfac- 


* G«nr- 


aningham’s Archaeological Reporta. Vol I. p. 1S1* 
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torily established that the quadrant was comparatively a more 
modem extension of the older walls, and that it was not a 
part of the fortress of which the western and the inner ramparts 
he has so elaborately desciibed. The grounds of Mr. 
Beglar’s opinions are irresistible ; the difference in the material 
and construction of the two walls is enough to justify the 
opinion farmed by him that the quadrant was not a part of 
the old fort. Mr. Beglar calls it ’AU-uddfn Khilji’s extension, 
and in this opinion I agree. 

Zfduddfn Barnf relates in his Tdrikh-i-Flroz Shdhi, that 
when the Mughals invaded Delhi in 1297, ’Alk-uddfn Khiljf 
found the fortifications of Old Delhi in ruin, the consternation 
in the city was indescribable, and when the Mughals 
abandoned the city without even attempting an assault, 
its deliverance was considered an act of special Providence. 
Alive to the danger of his position ’Ala-uddfn Khiljf ordered 
the repair of the old walls and the enlargement of the old fort. 
In 1316, when Qutb-nddfn Mubdrak Shah succeeded his bro¬ 
ther Shahdb-uddfn ’Omar, he ordered the “ completion of 
the city and fort of Delhi, which his father ’Ala-uddfn had 
left in an unfinished state.”* 

\ 

That ’Ala-uddfn Khiljf and Mubdrak Shdh’s additions were 
on a large scale may be inferred from the remark of I bn Batuta 
who visited Old Delhi in 1333 A. D. : he states, that “ the 
lower part ot the walls” of the citadel, “ is built of stone, the 
upper part of brick.” The former was undoubtedly the w r ork 
of Hindus and the latter of Muhammadans. 

Starting again from the Fateh Btirj where the rampart 
branches off into two, one branch turns to the east to form the 
citadel of the city, and the other runs due north ; the latter 
wall, which has the ruins of a gate in the centre, maintains 
this direction for very nearly half a mile, where it meets 
the ruins of the-, northern wall of Jahdnpandh ; the wall 
then runs due south-east for a little over three hundred yards 
and ends at a gate. Still following a south south-easterly 
course for halt a mile, we come to another gate, and after 
running for half that distance in the same direction, the wall 
of Old Delhi meets the second wall of Jahanpandh, and 


* Jfuh S\pihr of Amir Kpahraa. 
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eha.nges its course due south, leaving spaces for two gates, one 
of which may with certainty be called the Baddon Gate. 

The wall then abruptly takes a south-westerly direction 
for a distance of a little over half a mile—there is a gate in its 
centre—it then turns to the west for about three hun¬ 
dred yards to the ruins of a gate. Here occurs a gap three 
hundred yards wide, and at a distance of four hundred yards 

from Jamali Masjid, which is the off end of the gap the 
wall of Rdi Pithora’s fort meets that of the tomb of Adham 
Khd-n and complete its circuit. The ditch round the fort used 
to receive the natural drainage of the hilly country to its north 
and retain the water all the year round.* 

I have made an attempt to determine, if possible, the sites 
of the different gates, which according to the most approved 
authorities belong to Old Delhi, premising here that some of 
the gates had changed their names during the subsequent Mu¬ 
hammadan occupation of Rai Pithora’s city. Arafr Khusrau 
allots twelve gates to Old Delhi, but I accept the authority of 
Timdr, since verified by excavations made by Mr. Beglar, 

that the city had ten gates. * 

/ 

At present I am only concerned with Mr. Beglar s 
identification of the gates, to the N. E. and S. ~W. of 
the Badaon gate with the “ Hauz Rdni and the Burkah 
gates ” respectively. A reference to his sketch map of Rai 
Pithora’s fort, which I have re-produced, will convince 
the reader that the village of Hauz Rdni wasnearer the southern 
wall of Jahdnpanah than the eastern wall of Rai Pithora’s city. 
According to the Malfuzat-i-Timiiri, which has been drawn 
upon so largely and not seldom copied verbatim by Sharaf- 
uddin Yazdi in his Zafarndmah—Mr. Beglar’s authority— 
Sultdn Mahmiid apd Mallu Khdn left the fort of Jahdnpandh 
and fled toward the mountains, the former going out of the 
Hauz Rdni Gate, and the latter out of the “ Baraka Gate.” On 
turning to the Zafarndmah, I find that Yazdi expressly states 


* Ibn Batuta who visited old Delhi, in the reign of Muhammad ShAh Tugh- 
laq thus describes the fort wall : “ it is eleven cubits thick ; chambers are con¬ 
structed in it which are occupied by the night watch, and the persons charged with 
the care of the gates. In these chambers also there are stores of provisions, maga¬ 
zines of munitions of war. Grain keeps in these chambers without change or the 
least deterioration. * * Horse and foot can pass inside this wall from 

one end of the city to the other.” 



qil’ah bxi pithora. 



that the Hauz Rdniand the Barika gates were “ to the south 
of JahanpanAh.” 


We can with some certainty fix the sites of the Ghazni 
and the Bad&on gates, bat it is aim >st impossible to identify 
the others. I have already referred to the Ghazni Gate 
in my description ot the walls of Qil’ah Rai Pithora. When 
certain 11 heretics ” attacked the Jam’a Masjid of Old 
Delhi in 1237 A. D., one party “ passing by the Fort 
of Nur,” the locality of which is unknown, reached the gate 
of the .Vfu’izzi, M which resembled a mosque.” This occurred 
in Old Delhi, but the history ot the .Mu’izzi Gate is unknown. 
That it was called “ Mu’izzi ” may probably be due to 
one of two circumstances, viz. it was either a Hindu gate 
in the possession of the “ Mu’izzi nobles,”* or ifc 
was built by them in the Mu’izzi quarter of the city. 
The gate of “ Bhandar Kal” is also unknown, but it 
probably stood in the neighbourhood of the Red 
Palace and the Jama Masjid. It is related, that the party of 
Malik Hamld-uddln who suppressed tUjl Mauld’s rebellion 
against ’Ala-uddln Khiljl, “opened the Ghazni gate and 
went into the fort,” and after some skirmishing with the 
rioters in the city, they entered the place at the gate of 
“ Bhandar Kal.” This gate must have been built in the wall 
common to the fort and the city. 


The Badion Gate has quite a history of its own. I bn 
Batuta calls it “ the principal gate,” and it has some claim to 
that distinction ; it was reached by a populous street 
occupied by tbe cloth merchants of Old Delhi. In front of the 
walls of this.gate, “ holes were made for the incarceration 
of offenders ” against the law prohibiting the use of in¬ 
toxicating drinks. In front of this gate ’Alu-uddin Khilif 
twice raised pyramids of skulls of the Mughals, whom he 
had routed m the plains ot Hauz Rani, that they mi«-kt be 

spectacle to future generations.”t It was also 
at the Badaon Gate, that, when he had eschewed the use of 
wine, Ala-uddln destroyed his b anqueting cups and jars of 

SesKS "£t 

* 1118 ^ .kiBB«i ^ ° h “' 1 * 
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wine, “so that the ground was muddy as in the rainy season.” 
The Badaon Gate was also the scene of contention between 
rival factions, of deadly contest between foreign enemies and 
the kings of Delhi ; and the grand entrance for the processions 
of Kings and foreign ambassadors. From the time of the 
abandonment of Qil’ah Rdr Pithora as the capital of the Delhi 
empire, we trace the decline and eventual disappearance of this 
historical gate. 

Of the other gates we simply have the names. The 
gate of liauz Khds is seldom mentioned ; the Baghdad Gate 
occurs otteuer in history, but it i.* h ;t known as the spot 
where Sultan Ibrahim Lodf put up a brazen bull which he had 
brought from Gwalior, but its site cannot be identified. 

The circuit of Rai Pi thorn’s Qil’ah and his walled city is 
very n arly five miles. Prince, Timdr describes Old 
Delhi as having ten gates, “some opening to the 
exterior,- and some towards the interior of the city,” i. e., of 
Jahanpandh. Yazdi, in his Zafarndmah, gives eighteen gates 
to Old Delhi, five of which opened into Jah&npanah. General 
Cunningham adopts Timur’s account, but there is no reason 
for wonder that in the present state of the walls of,Pithora’s 
fort we are unable to trace the sites of the ten gates. 
By following the course of the walls of the city described 
by me, the reader will discover the ruins of ten gates, though 
in the case of the gaps on the north eastern wall, or in that 
portion of it that was common to Old Delhi and Jahanpandh, 
the discovery is a matter of difficulty. 

In the year 1191 A. D. R&i Pithora’s capital submitted 
to the Muhammadans, and on the banks of the Ghaggar fell the 
gallant Chohan Prince, with the whole of his chivalry ; 
Qutb-uddfn Aibek was the first Muhammadan Kiifg of 
Delhi who made it “ his residence and capital,” and the 
Fort of Rai Pithora continued the place of enthronement 
of the Kings of Delhi and the capital of the Delhi empire till 
the foundation of Koshak Ldl in Kflokherl by Jaldl-uddln 
Flroz Shah Khilji, when the city of Pithora was called Purand 
Delhi, and the city of Jalal-uddfn was known as Naia Shahr. 

Within tliis circuit of five miles will be found some of 
the most remarkable memorials of Delhi •* here stands the 

* “ Old Delhi, properly so called, is the old city built by the idolaters. *—Ibn 
Batuta. 
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Iron Pillar •which still vexes the minds of our antiquarians; 
here also stood the temples of Hindu Kings which were des¬ 
troyed by the Muhammadans to turnish the materials for 
their Mosque ; here also was the capital of the early Muham¬ 
madan Kings of Delhi, and the renowned palace of 
Qutb-uddfn Aibek, where six of his successors were en¬ 
throned. To this locality also belongs the famous Qutb 
Minkr, which bears testimony to the ambition of Muham¬ 
madan warriors, and the skill of Hindu workmen. The 
memories of great atrocities, of great treachery ; of kings 
imprisoned, deposed and assassinated ; of ministers mur¬ 
dered in open court ; of massacres, pillage, and fire, are 
associated (with the name of Old Delhi. 


Kasr Safed.—In the year 1205 A. D. about sixteen 
years after the death of Kii Pithora, Qutb-uddln Aibek built 
a palace in this fort, which is known to history as Kasi' Safed* 
Nothing now remains of this once famous royal residence, 
not even a guess can safely be made as to its probable 
site. Malik Bakhtiyar Khiljf, a lieutenant of Sbahkb-uddfn 
Gliorl and the conqueror of Bengal, fought an elephant in 
the grounds of this palace ; within its walls were enthroned 
the greatest of the'Slave kings, Sultan Shams-uddln Altajnsh, 
his grandson Nasr-uddln Mahmhd Shdh, the illustri- 
o^is Balban and others more or less known to fame. Jal&l- 
uddln . Ffroz Shah Khijll, who occupied the city of 
Kilokheri after the assassination of its founder, Kai- 
Qubdxl, was brought to the Kasr Safed to be enthroned 
“ according to the time-honoured custom of his predeces¬ 
sors” and his example was followed by his nephew and suc¬ 
cessor ’Ala-uddfn Khiljl. According to Ferishta, N&sr-uddln 
Mahmhd Sh£h received (1259 A. D.) the ambassador of 
Haldku Khan in the palace of Aibek with great pomp and 
ceremony. Muhammad Shah Tughlaq ascended the throne of 
Delhi at Tughluqab&d, but forty days later he was re-en- 
throned^at the Kasr-Safed and “ sat on the throne of the old 
Sultana" The palace, however, was not altogether devoted 
to such pageants as enthronements and the reception of fo- 
reigu ambassadors ; it was occasionally used as a prison, and 


tF” 1 and I believe it is the « ,' C 6W Palace” of 

Zttuddln Barnt According to Batata, the palace stood 1 * close to the chief mosque.” 
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not untreauently it was the scene of bloodshed: Malik 
Ikhtiy&r-uddln, the Wazlr of Mu’izz-uddin Bahrdm Shah, was 
murdered by “ two inebriated Turks " at the instigation of 
the king, in front of the royal seat in the audience hall of 
Kasr Safed (1241 A. D.) When the empire was in danger, 
the king convened public meetings here and sermons 
were preached in this place to excite the populace 
to take arms against the enemy * The successor of Bahrain 
Shdh was taken from his prison in this palace, and was en¬ 
throned at Kushak Firozi by the title of Sultan ’Ala-uddin 
AJas’aud Shah. 

Ka-r Safed lost its importance as a royal residence when 
the Court was removed to Naii Shahr. 


Kushak Firozi was evidently built by Shams-uddin 
Altamsh ; it is described as the “ chief royal palace," and the 
residence of Begam Kaziyah’s mother, the wife of Altamsh.* 
As already stated, Sultan ’Ala-uddin Mas’aud Shah was brought 
here from Kasr Safed and enthroned as the successor of 
Mu’izz-uddin Bahrain Shdh (1239 A. D.), and within its walls 
Sultan Nasr-uddin Mahmtid Shdh, the successor of ’Ala-uddfn, 
held his first court. The situation of this palace is not known ; 
Mr. Beglar’s excavation at the back of the Masjid Kuvvat- 
ul-islim yielded several baskets full of green enamelled tiles 
with Arabic inscription and ornaments, and he identifies these 
ruins with those of Kushak Sabz, of which we shall speak 
immediately, but as General Cunningham describes the tiles 
as “ uninistakeably blue, although they have a greenish 
tinge." it is not at all unlikely that the ruins belong to the 
Kushak Firozi or the Turquoise Palace. 


Kushak Sabz. —The Ktishak Sabz or Green Palace was 
probably built not long after the Firozi Palace. The first 
mention made of this Palace in history occurs in the reign of 
Nasr-uddin Mahmud Shah, son of Altamsh, who ascended the 
throne in the Kushak Sabz, and subsequently received here the 
ambassador of Halaku. when a street of soldiers, twenty deep, 
was formed from the village of Kilokheri to the door of the 
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palace. Both these occuirences Ferishta places in Kasr 
Safed (White Palace), but 1 prefer the more reliable authority 
of Minhaj-us-Sir£j, the author of Tabaqdt-i-Nasiri. 

Half a century later, Rukn-uddin Ibrahim, the youngest 
son of Sultan Jal&l-uddin Khilji, was raised to the throne 
in the Kushak Sabz, after the assassination of his father by 
’Aldruddln Khilji, the cousin of Rukn-uddin. 

In later times, it was also used as a public place for the 
reception of Amirs, and when Zafar Khan visited Kh£n-i- 
Jahdn at Old Delhi, in the reign of Firoz Shdh Tughlaq, he 
was entertained and lodged in this palace. 


Chabutra Nasira.—Judging from its name, this terra 0 ® 
was built by Sultan Nasr-uddin Mahmud Shah. 

When Jal&l-uddin rose in open rebellion and fortified 
himself at Bahdrpur, near Kilukheri, the infant son of 
Kai Qub&d was declared king of Delhi, and he held his court 
here for a few months. 

When ’AU-uddfn Khilji returned from the conquest of 
Arangal, the spoils were displayed '‘on the terrace of Nasr- 
uddin,” where the chiefs and nooles had assembled, and “ the 
Malik L’AkL-uddm] was duly honored/’ On that occasion, the 
nobles also raised, “ a black pavilion in the Nasira, for a durbar.” 

These are about all the palaces which were erected within 
the fort of Rdi Pithora by the Mu’izzf, or the Slave kiDgs of 
Delhi. Of the palace of Humdyiin, we know nothing beyond the 
unimportant fact that it was built in the neighbourhood of the 
Badaon gate. Soipetimes it is described as a palace in Jah£n- 
pandh, but as “ several palaces were destroyed” in Old Delhi 
when Tinnir sacked the place, it is impossible to say which, if 
any, of those we have described was spared by the conqueror.* 

Masjid Jama or Masjid Kuwat-ul-islam.—We have 

no authentic account of the temple of Rai Pithora, which made 
room for this Masjid, and tradition offers us nothing satis- 
factory on the subject We have vague descriptions of the 


• Zaf&rn&m&h, 
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grandeur of this temple with its rows of cloisters, three and 
four deep, surrounded by other buildings both lofty 
and roomy. 

Immediately after the conquest of Delhi by Qutb-uddin 
Aibek, the favorite lieutenant of Muhammad Ghori, he com¬ 
menced building this mosque on the site of Riti Pithora’s 
temple which he had previously demolished. According to 
Muhammadan historians who are followed by some European 
authorities, A ibok is said to have pulled down otdy the western 
wall of the temple, where he built a mosque, and allowed the 
rest of the temple to stand as it was. But General Cunning¬ 
ham conclusively establishes the facts that the superstructure 
'■'f the temple was pulled down, with the exception of a few 
pillars to which reference shall be made later ; that 
the Masjid stands on the raised terrace or platform of the 
temple which also marks its site, and that the lower portion 
of the surrounding walls of this platform was the original un¬ 
disturbed work of the Hindus. The destruction of the Hindu 
temples was so complete, that in the reign of Shams-uddm 
Altamsh, practically the successor of Aibek, “ not a vestige 
of them was to be seen.”"' 

The mosque of Kutb-uddm Aibek, as seen from outside, 
is a sombre, heavy looking square stone building. The 
main entrance is an arched gateway in the centre of its 
eastern wall ; seven heavy stone steps, entirely covered 
by the arch of the gateway, take the visitor into the cloisters 
of the mosque t The outer eastern wall of the mosque is 147 
feet long and is pierced with four windows. 

The eastern gateway has a false horizontal arch recessed 
on its outer face, the upper part of which is decorated 
with engraved scrolls and other ornamental designs, and 
on its lower face is the following important inscription 

•‘This mosque was built by Qutb-uddin Aibek. May God’s mercy 
be on him, and on him who prays tor a blessing on the faith of the 
founder of this blessed [edifice]. 


* 7. if.i n» iin all. 

, Mr R 'lar’s excavations show, that the pn.und level of these step* and 
the w-.ll* oi the Masjid ie very different fiw. what :t was> : that the preheat 
continue down below it till they terming- at a Ituge stone platform. 
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«‘Iu the name of God, the merciful and benevolent: he who entered 
it fmosquel has found salvation ; for [the favour of] God it is incumbent 
•on all men who have the means [to defray the expenses] of the road, to 
make a pilgrimage to the House [Kabab.] [For him] who has disbelieved 
[this command], there is no doubt that God is independent of 
[all that he has] created. 

“This fort was conquered, and this Masjid-i-Jam’a was built on the 
date, the months of the year 587 [Hijrf], by the Amir of high dignity, 
great and glorious, the axis of wealth and faith, the Amir of Amirs, the 
Sultau Aibek. May God give honor to his allies Ho made [use of] tw, £® 
a thousand times a thousand diliwals [the property qf] the idols of -7 
temples* in the construction of this mosque. God, the great and the 
glorious, have mercy on him, and on him who invokes a blessing on the 
faith of the builder of this noble edifice.”'! - 

The eastern wall of the mosque has a plinth of 44 feet ; 
two walls about 12 feet long, standing out at right angles to 
the main wall, contain the steps which lead into the mosque, 
and act as supports of the arched gateway. The gate itself is 
about eleven feet wide, but not lofty. On entering the mosque, 
the visitor finds himself under a small dome; to his right and 
his left are rows of pillars and in front a court yard -once 
completely and now more than half enclosed by pillared 
cloisters—142 long and 108 feet wide. The dome is curiously 
formed by stones projecting over one another, all fixed by a 
stone on the top ; it springs from an octagon resting„on a square 
supported by pillars in groups of fours; these pillars are thir¬ 
teen feet high, two and a half feet wide at the base, and one and 
a half feet in the shaft.J The outward appearance of the dome 
is conical. 

On the spectator’s right, there are four rows of pillars 
extending to the northern and southern extremities of the 


* Iba Batata dates the conquest of Delhi in 584 Hijrf on the authority of 
this inscription : “ 1 read the Same date upon the Mehr&b of the great mosque of 
the city,” evidently a mistake. 

t According to General Cunningham who agrees with Mr. Edward Thomas, 
tnese teiunles must have cost £4000 each, in all £108,000 ; a diliwal being equal to 
•ne fiftieth part of a rupee. b M 

X tergusson, writing on the construction of the cloisters of the mosque V»v a 
re-arran^ement of the pillars of lUi Pithora’s temple, remarks : “ It may be new*- 
€x P ,a J? there would he no difficulty in taking dowu and re-build- 
thfftr 5 * rectlo " R ’ because the joints of the pillars are all iittcd with the precision 
at Hindu patience alone amid give. Each com pan me nt of the roof is con 

W *nd one central slab, a 
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wall ; on the two extremities are galleries ; the first row 
consisting of seven pillars stands right against the 
All the second r 0 w is about six feet from the 
nrst and consists of six pillars ; the third row is at the same 
distance from the second and also consists of six pillars, 
while the fourth stands on the court yard, about five feet 
from the third and consists of seven pillars. These pillars 
and the pillars on the left of the dome, are most elaborately 
ornamented ; some of the capitals are embellished with human 
figures which spring at the waist from the pillar, and are 
covered with bracelets, armlets and chains. The shafts 
are tastefully decorated with cable and link chains which 
either terminate in bell or tassel-rosettes ; chaplets and gar¬ 
lands are also profusely used in ornamenting the shafts and 
the bands of the pillars. On each corner of the eastern 
cloister, there is a gallery about 20 feet • square, under 
domes similar in form and construction to the dome on 
the eastern gatewa y ; steps in the waif of the mosque lead 
to the galleries. The dome of the gallery springs from an 
octagon, which rests on a square supported by eight pillars, 
four corner and four middle pillars; (there is a ninth 
pillar in the south-eastern gallery which is used as a 
prop. The dome is in the centre of the galilery, and rpund the 
pillars which support it there is an open space six feet wide. 
The eastern ar.d southern sides of this gallery are formed 
by the eastern and southern walls of the mosque, pierced 
with narrow window's ; the remaining sides are formed by 
small pillars about half the size of the cloister pillars ; the 
floor of the gallery rests on similar pillars on the ground floor. 
These pillars are more or less ornamented A peculiarity worth 
remarking here, and which proves beyond all doubt that the 
superstructure of the Hindu temple was demolished, is the 
presence in these galleries of capitals projecting from the side 
walls without any supporting pillars. In tbo north-eastern gallery, 
there are quite as many as six such capitals ; there are aiso in 
some of the roofing slabs of these galleries representations 
of Buddhas which would never Lave been tolerated in a 
temple dedicated to Vishnu. This description of the south¬ 
eastern gallery would apply to the gallery on the north-eastern 
corner 

Starting from the north-eastern corner of this cloister, 
we enter the northern cloister, which also forms the northern 
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boundary of the courtyard. In this cloister there are only three 
rows of pillars instead of four, nor are the pillars in the same 
state of preservation as those in the eastern cloister. The colon¬ 
nade consists of forty-nine pillars, seventeen of which are built 
aaainst the wall—which I shall call the first row—the second 
row consists of seventeen pillars and is about seven feet 
from the first, while the third, which stands on the court yard, 
consists of fifteen pillars, and is about eight feet from the second. 
In the middle of the northern cloister there is a conical dome, 
smaller than the domes on. the eastern gateway and the gal- 
leries already described. In front of this dome is the north 
gate of the mosque, and on either side of it the wall is pierced 
with three large windows ; the gate is reached by two stone 
steps. In some respects the northern gate way is similar to that 
on the east ; its arch however has suffered more from the 
effects of time and on the recessed surface of its face is the 
following inscription :— 

“In the name of God, the merciful and the benevolent. God invites 
fyoul to heaven : he directs whomever he pleases on the firm path [of 
faithl. In the months, of the year [6] 92 Hijrl, this building was com¬ 
menced by the high command of the great king, great in the world and 
in faith, Muhammad Bin S&m, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin. 

As I have already remarked, neither the northern wall nor 
the northern cloister is complete ; there is a gap of about 
thirty feet in the north-western end of this wall, and the ruins 
of the north-western gallery, in the north-western corner of 
the cloister, are still in existence. 

The southern cloister, which is also the southern bound¬ 
ary of the court of the mosque, is even less complete ; 
on its south-eastern end there is about sixty feet of wall, 
with a colonnade of fifteen pillars still standing. These 
pillars have neither the finish nor the ornaments of those in 
the other two cloisters.t Of the fifteen pillars, six stand 
against the wall ; a second row of five pillars stand 


# Title of the Khallfahs of Baghdad. 

t This colonnade and its back wall were, “ with a strange want ofdiecriroi- 
xjation, reconstructed” by Major R. Smith, the then Executive Engineer of Delhi, who 
need the pillars of Alt&msh’s lt extension,” in front of the eastern gate of the 
Mosque, for the purpose. Mr. Campbell, late Executive Engineer of Delhi, remarks, 
that even the windows of Qutb-uddin’s work did not escape “ rearrangement at the 
same time.* 
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about eight feet from the first, and about the same distance 
from the second are the four pillars of the third row The 

south-western gallery and the domes of this cloister have 
disappeared altogether. 

In the middle of the southern side of the mosque, and 
at about the end of what now remains of its walls, is the 
southern gate of the mosque, corresponding to the'gate on 
the northern side ; seven stone steps lead into the court-yard on 
this side. The wmdows on the south-eastern side of the gate 
are in existence, those on the south-western side have dis¬ 
appeared with the wall.* 

I believe there was another gate in the western ex¬ 
tremity of this wall; five broken steps still mark its site. 

On the west of the court-yard are five lofty arches, but 
I shall speak of them in the order of time in which they 
were built ; behind these arches was “ the hall of worship ” — 
the mosque of Qutb-uddfn Aibek. This hall was built in 
the fashion of the other cloisters ; it had a dome in the 
centre, corresponding to the dome on the eastern gateway, but 
there was no entrance to the mosque through its back wall, 
which contained the three high arched niches which con¬ 
stituted the mosque, t The hall of the mosque was 147 feet 
long and 40 feet wide, and its roof was supported on five 
rows of the tallest and finest of the Hindu pillars. 

The mosque is now a complete ruin. Partly behind 
the northern pier of the middle arch of Qutb-uddfn 
Aibek’s magnificent arches, just referred to, and 
partly behind its southern pier, stand the only pillars 
left of the mosque. Of the first group there are 
twelve pillars in four rows ; the capitals and shafts 
of these pillars are gorgeously ornamented—there is 
only one pillar here that has a clean square shaft— 
some of them still support projecting half-broken 
stone beams, evidently the remains of roofs now no 
more, but portions of the roofing are still seen in two 


* Mr.. Beglar’s excavations under the southern gate of the mosque disclosed 
the bases of pillars resting on a platform at the same level as the platform discover¬ 
ed under the steps of the eastern gate. 

t Nawab Ziaudafn of Lohani mentions five arches. I have been able to 
trace only three. 
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places. The second group of pillars stands behind the 
second pier of the central arch, in four rows ; they are ten 
m number ; almost in the same state of preservation as the 
pillars behind the northern pier. According to General 
Cunningham, these pillars were not disturbed when Aibek 
built his mosque, and it is necessary to notice here a fact, to 
which reference will be made hereafter, that on one of these 
pillars occurs the following important inscription: In the 
time of Fazl Ibn Abul Ma’dli Muta wall.” 

About a third of the western wall of the mosque towards 
the north is still visible ; that towards the south is gone. In the 
centre of this wall were the arched niches the remains of two 
of which may yet be seen; the base of the centre niche, which 
is also the centre of the wall, is still above the level of the 
ground, the rest has fallen down ; the niche to its north is still 
entire, but that to the south no longer exists. About half of the 
northern wall is still above the ground ; it is a continuation of 
the wall of the northern cloister, but it does not meet the western 
wall; of the southern wall nothing is visible. About thirty 
feet from the mosque stands the Iron Pillar—probably as it 
stood when the Mosque was built. There are four graves in 
the court-yard of the mosque, with high masonry plinths and 
the usual bier-like masonry sarcophagus. The mosque, as it 
will be seen, was approached through a cloistered court. 

The description of the Masjid Kuvvat-ul-islslm as 
it existed in 592 Hijrt is now complete ; those magnificent 
arches, so out of place where they stand, were built later. 


* Describing the mosque vs it stood in the time of Ail>ek—Fergusson remarks : 
“ It is so purely Jaina, that it should have been mentioned in speAking of that 
style. ... The pillars are of the same order as those used on Mount Abo, 
except that those at Delhi'are much richer and more elaborate. They belong pro¬ 
bably to the 11th or 12tb century, aud are among the few specimens to b« fouuU 
in India that seem to be over-loaded with ornament—there not being one 1U , ^ 

plain surface from the capital to the base.” History of Architecture. VoL II. 
p. 048. Further on, the same authority observes ; 11 The history of this 

mosqve, as told in its construction, is as curious as any thing about it. It seems that 
the AJfghan conquerors had a tolerably distinct idea that pointed arches were the 
true form for architecture openings ; but being without science sufficient to con¬ 
struct them, they left the Hindu architects and builders whom they employed to 
follow their own devices as to the mode of carrying out tho form. The Hindus 
had up to this time never built arches—Dor did they for centuries afterwards. 
Accoraingly. they proceeded to make the pointed opening on the same principle upon 
which they built their domes. They carried them up in horizontal courses as far 
as they could, and thei^ closed them by long slabs meeting at the tojx”— History of 
Architecture* VoL IL, p. 600. 
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The floor of the court-yard is higher than that of the cloisters ; 
as regards the level of the floor of the mosque, there appears 
to be a fall of about eight inches per hundred feet, from the 
western wall—which is -its highest position—to the eastern 
wall—which is its lowest—thus making a total of about 

seventeen inches from end to end. 

• 

When Qutb-uddm Aibek returned from Ghaznf, which 
he had visited at the request of his Sovereign, Muham¬ 
mad Ghorl, he built the superb* arches which stand in 
front of the mosque/"' The wall of these arches is eight 
feet deep, and may be divided into three parts : a lofty centre 
wall and a smaller wall on either sideof it. The wall of the cen¬ 
tre arch is about 53 feet high and 31 feet wide, and when all the 
smaller arches were in existence, each of the wing walls was 
about 25 feet high and 35 feet wide. This wall was pierced 
by a line of five arches “ without the least trace of 
any intention to construct a vault or roof of any 
sort. Indeed, a roof is by no means an essential part 
of a mosque; a wall facing Mecca is all that is 
required, and in India is frequently all that is built, though 
an enclosure is often added in front to protect the worship¬ 
pers from interruption.”! The arches are built with red 
and yellow sand stone, the latter colour predominating; 
they are slightly ogee in shape The centre arch is 43 feet 
high, and 22 feet wide ; of the four side arches only 
three are now standing ; viz., two on the north and one on the 
south of the centre arch ; they are about 24 feet high, those 
immediately on either side of the centre arch are ll£ 
feet, and the off ones are 10 feet wide. The piers of the 
centre arch are 9^ feet square ; of those immediately on its 
right and left are 8 feet square, and of the further ones are 
oblongs of 8 feet by 5. 

These arches have no niches in their piers, the supports 
are left uncut ; there are no imposts^ and the engraved 
ornamentations are extremely pretty. The first band consists 
of verses from the Qur&n, and is of the shape of the arch, 
the rest are square bands which run over the three 


* Fergusson calls these arches “ the glory of the mosque .”—History of Archi- 
lecture . Vol. II., |>. 649. 

1 History of Architecture. Vol. II., P- 649. . ~ . Txr ,, 

x “ The impost to the ceutivmost [arch] is an addition of Captain Wickhams. 

T t should be removed.” —Campbells “ Sotcs” 
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sides of the walls and are covered with scrolls of fancy 
designs, and precepts from the Qurdn. The spandrels are 
covered with elaborately engraved ornaments. These arches 
were finished in the year 594 Hijrf, and on the left pier of 
the centre arch, about 8 feet from the ground, the date is 
given, as the “ 20th Zikdd, the year 594,” (1197 A. D.) It 
was the last work of Qutub-uddin in connection with this 
mosque. 

Besides the ornaments on the arches and the pillars, the 
walls of the mosque were covered with flowers and 
precepts from the Quran, to conceal Hindu decorations. 
“ When the mosque was compleled,’ writes Amir Khusrau, 
"flowers and extracts from the Qurdn had been either engraved 
on 8 tone or written in plaster.” The plaster has disappeared 
and the objectionable figures which the crescentaders did 
so much to coneeaL.are once more exposed to the light of the 
day j it is only on well-sheltered spots that it is possible for 
us to discover the plaster which once concealed these 
beautiful sculptures. 

There are several narrow c-.abs of stones in the walls 
and the roof of the mosque which represent scenes in the life 
of the infant Krishna, and the Council of gods. The best 
preserved of these memorials are the two noticed by General 
Cunningham, and which refer to the former of the two subjects : 
that on the northern outer wall of the mosque represents 
two rooms with a half opened door between them. In each 
room there is a female lying on a couch with a child by her 
side, a canopy over her head and an attendant at her feet ; in 
the left hand room two females are seen carrying children 
towards the door. In the right hand room two other females 
are carrying children towards the principal figure in the room. 
On the stone in the north-eastern angle of the corridor, and 
close to one of the. windows in the north-eastern gallery, there 
are six figures : Vishnu, Indra, Brahma, Siva and two others 
which have not been recognised. There are several figures 
of seated Buddha in the two galleries, some of them in very 
good condition. 

General Cunningham reckons the decorated pillars in the 
cloisters around the Iron Pillar at 340, but when the clois¬ 
ters were complete there must have been 450 such pillars ; t of 
the plainer pillars, General Cunningham counted 376, and 
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believes that to complete the cloisters the builders must 
have required 1200 more.* 

The following instructive and elaborate description of 
the pillars is taken from General Cunningham’s Archeological 
Reports : 

“ A curious confirmation of the average size o! those temples has been 
afforded by a discovery which 1 first made in 1853, and which I completed 
during the present year 18G3. Iu the south-east corner of the cloisters of 
the Great Mosque, the pillars, with bases aud capitals complete, are nearly 
all of one style and size, and quite different from the other columns. 
Now, the bases, shafts and capitals of these pillars are numbered, the 
highest number discovered being 19. 1 found 15 numbered shafts, 
of which No. 13 is in the north cloister, far away fiom its fellows. 
I found also 13 numbered bases and 7 numbered capitals ; but 
only in one instance, that of No. 10, do the numbers of base, shaft and 
capital, as they now stand, agree. Here, then, we have a direct and 
convincing proof that these particular pillars have all been re-arranged. 
The total number of shafts discovered was only 15 but they were all 
numbered. Of the bases I discovered 19 of which 4 were square and 
16 had the angles recessed like all the shafts. Of the capitals, all of 
one uniform pattern, I found 20, of which jne was inscribed with the 
No. 19. From all these facts, I conclude with a probability amounting 
almost to certainty, that the temple from which these pillars were 
obtained consisted of 20 columns only. On No. 12 shaft there is the 
word kachal in Nagari letters on one face, with the date of 1124 on 
another face, which, referred to Vikram&ditya Sumvat, is equivalent to 
A. D. 1067, at which time Anang PA1 II, the founder of LAlkot, was 
reigning in Dilli. 

But the mason’s marks on the stones of this temple w^re not con¬ 
fined to the pillars, as I discovered them on no less than 13 different 
portions of its entablature. These marks are more than usually detailed 
but unfortunately, in spite of their length and apparent clearness, I am 
still unable to make them out completely. 

The marks are the following : 


A. 

Chapa Vida 3. 

Upper 

vida (?) No. 3. 

B. 

99 99 


(?) No. 4. 

C. 

Puchuki 4. 

Rear 

(?) No. 4. 


* The followihg are the distinguishing features of Qutb-uddfn Aibelc'e work : 
the domes, the flat roofs, the lintels, aud the pillars in the cloisters are made of red 
and yellowish sandstone ; the pillars differ iu height and thickness, in the number 
of parts of which they are compose i, and in their ornamentations. The order in 
which the pillars are arranged, also indicate the working up into a new design of 
the remains of older buildings. See Campbell’s “ Note*." 
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D. Puckuki 5. Pachhim Rear (?) No. 5 west, 

E. Vi Chaotke Vida (?) fourth. 

F. Vi panckama Vida (?) fifth. 

G. Prathama Ddshen First Architrave. 

H. Pachchhim Raki Ddshen West side » 

K. Purab Prathama East first. 

L. Purab 3 East No. 3. 

• M. Pachchhim Ra 3. A — (ge ?) West side No. 3, front (?) 

N. „ Raki pachchhe „ „ back. 

O. „ Raki 6 „ „ „ No. G back. 

There is a peculiarity about the numbers of the pillars which is 
worthy of note. Each cypher is preceded by the initial letter of the 
word for that number. Thus 3 is preceded by tx for tin, 10 by da for 
das, and 16 by so for aolah. The same style of marking would appear 
to have been used for a second temple, as I found a pillar of another 
pattern with the number da 2, and a pilaster of the same kiud with i 19. 
Sixteen bases of the first pillar have receased angles, and four are plain 
squares. In this case the tempi* would have had 4 pillars (probably 
an outer row) of one pattern, and 16 of another kind, but all of the 

same height. 

The dimensions of these inscribed pillars are as follows:— 

ft. in. ft. in. 

^ . , ( U pper member, with brackets... 0 10 

Capital {Lower ditto ... 0 6 ^ 

Shaft — ••• *•• * 

_ (Upper portion ornamented ... 1 2J 

BaM -{Lower „ plain ■■■ 0 » ^ 

Total height... 8 *• " 


Thfl Extensions of Altamsh consist of an addition 
of two wings to the arches of Qutb-uddln Aibek, and 
new cloistered courts on the eastern, northern and southern 
sides ‘of the mosque. Altamsh extended the western 
wall of the mosque about 115 feet on either side, thus making? 
the whole length of the wall about 380 feet; of this 
extension very little now remains. On the north-western angle 


ArcAaohgical Report *, Yol I., p. 178. 
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of Qutb-uddfn’s mosque, about fifty feet of Altamsh’s 
wall is still standing, and about twenty feet more is in ruin ; 
the rest of the walls on this side can only be traced 
by its foundation under ground. The northern cloister was 
about 280 feet long, and may now be traced under the level 
of the ground with great difficulty. The southern wall, also 
about 280 feet long, is, with a short gap, in a fair state of 
preservation. At the south-western corner of the Altamsh 
extension of the mosque there is a gap of about 70 feet, but 
here the foundation of the wall may be easily traced. At the 
end of this gap, the back wall of the court-yard is in ruin 
for about thirty feet, but a colonnade of three rows of pillars 
which terminates at a gate, corresponding to the southern 
gate of the mosque, is stiil in existence. The arch of this gate 
is down, but the jambs are still standirg and the pillars are 
sixteen feet high ; there are five douule pillars on the line 
where the wall once stood, and this I call the first row ; the 
second row of seven pillars, stands about six feet from the 
first, and a third row of seven pillars stands at 
the same distance from the second. Groups of four pillars 
support a flat roof formed with over-lapping stones. 
From the gate, where the colonnade was interrupted., there is 
a wall about 100 feet long, extending to the gate-way of ’Ala- 
uddin Khilji, but for about twenty feet of the wall the pillars 
hrve disappeared. The height of the pillars, their 
distances from one another, and the construction of the roofing 
are similar to those of the colonnade already described ; the 
pillars stand as before, in three rows ; there are fourteen pillars 
against the wall, sixteen in the second row, and fifteen in the 
third. There are seven lofty windows in this wall, the first five 
of which are roughly finished and without any screen ; the 
remaining two are larger in size, and covered with red 
stone screens of lattice work like the windows of the ’Alai 
gateway. Within ten feet of the pillars in front of the last 
of the smaller windows, stands the magnificent Minkr of 
Qutb-uddin Aibek. It is generally believed that the 
extension of Altamsh did not go beyond the Minar and 
that the two larger windows in the wall are the work of 
’Ala-uddin Khilji. I am, however, of opinion that 
although there is hardly any doubt that these windows were 
built by ’A 1 ' uddln, that the square of Altamsh’s extension is 
complete oy carrying the line of the southern wall to 
the’Ala gate. It is not unlikely that ’Ala-uddin built his 
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windows after palling down a portion of the southern colounade 
of Altamsh. 

Leaving the 'Alai Gate to our right, and turning due 
north, we walk over the buried ruins of Altarush’s eastern 
cloisters, till we arrive at the Eastern Gate of the mosque of 
Aibek which is at a distance offully200 feet from the ’Alai Gate. 
About thirty feet from the Eastern Gate are the only remains of 
the eastern colonnade of Altamsh. This colonnade consits of 34 
pillars of which 19 are standing, and 15 are down ; the pillars 
stand in four rows : the first, which consists of nine pillars, 
stands bn the road between the mosque and the colonnade ; 
there are eleven pillars in the second row. eleven in the third, 
and only three in the fourth. The pillars are about 
six feet apart ; and the roof, where it does exist, is in every 
respect like the roof of the southern colonnade. Beyond this 
colonnade there is nothing to mark the line of Altamsh s 
eastern cloister.* 

Altamsh, as has been already remarked, not only added 
cloistered courts to the mqsque, but also extended the arches of 
Qutb-uddfn Aibek. The new arches, though loftier than those 
of Aibek, stand on a lower level ; their piers have arched 
niches, and the jambs are cut into octagons and ballusters ; 
the arch springs from one of these latter, which does duty as 
impost apd is pointed in the head, while the orna¬ 
ment is later in date and more elaborate. Between 
Qutb-uddin’s arches and those of Altamsh, there is a 
passage about eight feet wide. Altamsh built three arches on 
either side of those of Aibek’s. The first arch of the exten¬ 
sion on the north is still in existence, the top ornaments are 
gone but the arch is entire, and is about 26 feet high 
and 13 feet wide ; the southern pier of this arch is 
about 6 feet deep and 4 feet broad ; its northern pier, 
which is the southern pier of the centre arch, is about 15£ 
feet wide ; the centre arch is 24^ feet wide, but only two lofty 
piers do work for what must have been a magnificent archway ; 
the third arch on this line of extension is gone. 

' The southern extension of Qutb-uddin’s arches is also in 
ruin ; the near small arch as well as the centre arch, are'only 


* Aftor a careful examination of these pillars, I am of Mr. Campbell's opinion 
that thsy are standing in rilu. 
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indicated by their piers; the extreme southern arch retains 
its original appearance, but the arch is formed by a thin slab 
of sand stone which threatens to come down ; afid it seems 
almost a wonder that the fate which has overtaken the other 
two arches has spared the third so long.* 


The extensions of ’Ala.-uddin Khilji —In the year 
695 AH. (1295 A. D ), Sultan ’Ala-uddin Khiljf ascended the 
throne of Delhi, after the murder of his uncle Jalal-uddin 
Firozdmh, the founder of the Khilji dynasty. He then pro¬ 
jected a further extension of the Masjid by adding to it, what 
Amir Khusrau calls, “ the fourth part.’’ Of this addition, 
magnificent alike in its extent as in its finish, very little remains, 
but that little justifies the praise lavished on it by the courtly 
poet, Khusrau. The few pillars that still stand in the south 
eastern wall of this extension will not appear remarkable to 
those who have been previously accustomed to the cloisters of 
Aibek and Altamsh, but the magnificent gateway of ’Ala-uddin 
would have perpetuated his memory as the great royal builder 
even if he had not added another stone to the mosque. 


To complete ’Ala-uddin’s extension, we have, instead of 
turning to the north from the south-eastern extremity of 
Altamsh’s eastern colonnade, to proceed due south and at right 
angles to its eastern wall. The line of the pillars of Altamsh 
is slightly different Irom that of the pillars of ’Ala-uddin, 
and tile pillars themselves are of different pattern. We now 
pass the famous ’Alai (late, but the pillars which formed a 
colonnade in front of its inner door have disappeared ; for about 
30 feet the ground here is perfectly clear ; at the eastern end of 
this gap, the colonnade again begins and extends for about 
120 feet from the ’Alai Gate to the end of the second 
“extension of the cloistered courts of the Mosque. The 
wall of this colonnade is pierced by four doors and 
three lofty windows, the latter covered with red sandstone 
screens of lattice work. Twelve pillars stand against the 
wall of the covered colonnade, fifteen in the second and 


* Havin'? finished mv .Inscription of Altamsh's addition to the Qnyvat-ul-isl&in, 
I have a few remarks to'offer on the peculiarities of his work, for which 1 

\r “ We.- — the pillars of the colonnades are of sand 

, , liiil. rent heights no order is observe,! in the distances between 

tin in ; and in- ia. . as il.ev do in the cloisters of Aibek. 1 he p.Uars like tUo^e 
of ilie no, .p,e belonged to olde. buildings, but they were evidently not drawn from 
the same 'l\v nt Q f the arches aie richer in design and more 

ii 2 kiuti i*'jn ibuu those uf Aibek 6, 


debtcrl to 
stone*. » 
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eleven in the third row ; the distances of these pillars from one 
another and the roof they support,aresimilarto those in the south¬ 
ern colonnade of Altamsh. Having reached the south-eastern 
corner of ’Ala-uddfn’s extension, we turn due north to trace its 
eastern side ; here we follow the colonnade for about 20 feet, 
and then lose it altogether whence it can only be seen as 
detached mounds of ruin. The eastern colonnade, or rather so 
much of it as is still extant, consists of only eleven pillars ; 
four standing against the wall, four in the second row and 
three in the third, with a door in the southern corner ot the 
twenty feet wall. Recent excavations leave no doubt in my 
mind that ’Ala-uddln’s additions to the mosque extended 
much beyond the northern extension of Altamsh ; that ho 
included his unfinished Minar in this addition, and enclosed 
the mosque in a cloistered court 700 feet long and 400 feet 
wide. He nearly doubled the length of the mosque after 
Altamsh’s extensions, and added about half as much ground 
to its breadth. 


The mosque of Qutb-uddfn was an oblong with the 
long sides on the north and south ; Altamsh’s additions made 
the mosque an oblong with its long sides on the east and 
west, a plan which was not altered by ’Ala-uddin. 

Amir Khusrau’s description of ’Ala-uddm’s additions 
to the Mosque is rather difficult to follow : “His majesty” says 
Khusrau “added a fourth part to the Masjid, which was built 
beyond the three old gates and courts, with lofty pillars, and 
upon the surface of the stones he engraved versos*of the Kurin 
in such a manner as could not be done even on wax ; ascendino- 
so high that you would think the Kurdn was going up to heaven 
and again descending, in another line, so low that you would 
thmk was coming down from heaven he goes on to add 
“ e whole work was completed from top to bottom.” 
Ot those lofty pillars nothing remains above ground. Mr 
Ihomas believes that these are the existing arches of the 
mosque but General Cunningham successfully maintains that 
the latter belong to the time of Qutb-uddfn and Altamsh, and 
although in nay opinion General Cunningham is hardly justified 
b,s re ™* rk tkat , Amir Khusrau must have referred to the 

and^W IT T, Ug a °" the ’ Alal ' Gat0 “ w hich ascend 
and descend m the same way as those on the great arches 

of the mosque, I believe that ’Ala-uddm’s « eight arches” 
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stood on the north of Altamsh s northern colonnade. Mr. 
Cellar’s excavations on that side of the mosque have exposed the 
remains ot walls of great thickness, which were a prolongation 
of the western wall of Altamsh’s addition ; these walls are com¬ 
pletely hidden by the jungle, although in some places they 
stand fully ten feet above the present ground level. The 
foundation of six arch-ways have been discovered in 
this p wall, and, for aught we know to the contrary, there 
might have been eight arches in the wall, and the ruins appear 
to me to belong to the arches to which A rair Khusrau refers 
in his discriptioiL. I must also notice here that a line, 
drawn from the unfinished Mindr of ’AJa-uddin, would divide 
the line of ’Ala-uddin’s arches as des^ ribed by me into two 
equal parts.* 


The ’Alai Darwaza, or the Gate of ’Ala-uddin KhiljL — 

This superb domed gateway, was built by ’Ala-uddin JChiljf, 
and is declared by General Cunningham to be “ the most beau¬ 
tiful specimen ot Pathan architecture that I have seen,” 
■while Fergusson remarks, that it “ displays the Pathan 
style at its period of greatest perfection when the Hindu 
masons had learned to fit their exquisite style of decora^ 
tion to the forms of their foreign masters.” This gateway is 
in the south cloister of ’Ala-uddin’s extension, a little beyond 
the line of that of Altamsh’s, and was probably the city 
gate of the mosque. The date of the building is given 
on the eastern, western, and southern doors of the gateway: 
“ On the 15th day of Shavvdl, 710,” (AD. 1310.) The 
building is a square of 34£ feet inside and 56^ feet outside, 
the walls being 11 feet thick ; from the inner floor to the 
domed ceiling, it is about 47 feet high. The mode in which 


* Mr. Campbell, to vliom I have already an often referred, thus distinguishes 
the work of Altruash from that of Ala-uddin : in the former the atone is discoloured 
by age, and a plain course runs along the outer wall just below the springing wall 
of the window arches ; ir the latter the stone has a fresh look about it, and,the 
spring course is omitted. The windows in the former are covered with linteU 
resting on corbels, a false horizontal arch being recessed on the centre face; those 
in the latter, havo regular arches with voussoira runninsr through the whole thickness 
of the wall. 

Whilst Qutb-uddfn and Altamsh had to rely for the details of the design 
and their construction to Hindu workmen, ’Ala-uddhi was independent of them, 
and it was iu his reign that the school of Muhammadan architecture acquir more 
a national type. 
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the square plan of the building is changed into an octagon 
which supports the dome, “ 19 more simply elegant and appro¬ 
priate,” says Fergusson "than any other example I am 
acquaihted with in India;” the corners are ornamented with 
a series of arched niches which cut off the angles of the square. 
On each side of the gateway there is a lofty door, but the 
doors in the eastern and western sides of the building are 
lower than those in its northern and southern sides. On 
the southern side the building has a plinth very nearly 
ten feet high, with seven steps in the centre leading 
into it The door ways are most elaborately ornamented ; 
each door is formed by a pointed horse shoe arch, of which the 
outer edge is panelled ; the inner edge, which goes a few 
inches deeper into the arch, is decorated with stone spear 
heads ; the arch springs from slender ornamented pillars 
with plain imposts. The outer face of the arch, as 
well as the inner arch, which is formed after a recess of four 
inches, and the rectangular bands which enclose the arched 
doorways, bear inscriptions which in some places have been 
injured by time.* The whole face of the building ^elabo¬ 
rately'ornamented with delicate chisseling of which not the 
least attractive features are the bands of inscription. On each 
side of the doorway there are two windows, about a third of 
its size but of the same shape and style ; these windows are 
covered with marble screens of lattice work ; the off windows 
are a little smaller than the near ones and their lattice work is 
closer and finer. Above these windows, the walLis decorated 
with small ornamental false arches in panels, which from a dis¬ 
tance have the appearance of small windows in groups of 

• The following is the English translation of the inscriptions on the doors of 
the gateway : 

Of that on the western door:— 


When the Almighty, great is his greatness, and exalted is his namey [wished] 
re rive the observances of Faith and to raise the banners of the Divine Law (fc>1 
elected [for that purpose] the Lord of the world ; so that the foundation of the 
of Muhammad maybe strengthened [more and more] every moment, and that every 
moment the foundation of the law of Ahmad may get [more and more] firm. Fbr 
the perpetoation of his kingdom and of hia government [the king] builds maejids for 
worship, according to the command of him who alone is the Pres e rver : verily 
he builds God’s Maajids, who knows him . . . Abvil Muzaffar Mahamnuui 
ShAh Sultan, right arm of the KhelAfat, ally of the Amlr-ul-Momenfn, may God 
perpetuate his kingdom to the day of Resurrection, [that he may] exalt the 
foundation of the Masjids of Islam, and preserve him long, [that he may] spread 
peace [over the world] ! On the 15th of Shavv&l in the year 710 [Hijrfl The 
Great Hazrat, and the Lord over Princes ; like into Mustofa [in dignity] • fa) 
humbly submitting to the command of God ; the chosen by the mercy of the merciful; 

(a) One of the titles of Muhammad. 
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fours, the two vertical arches of each group, being enclosed in 
oblong marble bands. The rectangular bands of red sand¬ 
stone and marble which enclose the arches of the window?, 
and the small false arches above them, are covered with 
verses from the Quran and the ldadis of Muhammad artis¬ 
tically engraved. The spandrel, as usual, is a mass of fret 
work, wreaths and ornamental bosses in red sand stone. The 
upper portion of the southern face of the gateway was repaired 
by Major Smith, but no attempt was made to restore the 
stone ornaments. The interior walls of the gateway are pro¬ 
fusely decorated with the most perfect specimens of elaborate 
carvings ; the chequered pattern is simply elegant, or as 
Fergusson calls it, “of unrivalled excellence.” The large dome 
is r- markably plain ; Fergusson considers it “ by no means 


great in the world and in Faith ; the redresser of IsIAm and the Moslemfn ; the \z\vbr 
of honor to kings and princes ;* firm with the help of the merciful : A bul MumfTir 
Muhammad Sh&h Sultan, second Sekander (Alexander the Great] ; right arm of the 
Klielafat, ally of the Amfr-ul-Motnemn, may Go 1 |>erpt*tuate his kingdom : the 
foundation of this auspicious [place] for the Sunnath Jarua'.ith waa built by him. 
This Masjid, which is as familiar to the lips of maukind as the Baith-ul-maniur 

[ a shrine in heaven] with pure faith (which faith] is according to the command 
of God] ; he of the exalted Presence ; Lord over the kings of the world ; 
great in the world and in Faith ; king of land . . . helped with the help 
of God : Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Sh«lh Sultan, the right arm of KhelAfat, 
ally of the Amfr-ul-Momenfn, may God preserve his kingdom the day of 
Faith [Resurrection]. 

Of that on the Southern doorway :— 

By the grace of the unequalled God, and with the help of the giver of this 
command : verily the foundation of a mosque is laid in piety. Great is his command 
and. his prestige, countless are his justice and peace. According to the Hadis 
of him [Muhammad] who was commanded to, “ turn your face to the Masjid of 
dignity" [the K'abahT Muhammad, the messenger of God, to him be greeting ; as it is 
said by him, “ be who builds a mosque for God, God has built a similar hou?e 
for him in Paradise;” he of the exalted Presence ; Lord of the kings of the 
world ; Emperor, like Moses in splendour, like Solomon in dignity ; protector of the 
commands of the law of Muhammad ; helper of the observances of the religion of 
Ahmad ; strengthener of the pulpits of place of learning and religion ; strengthener 
of the rules of colleges aud places of worship : increaser of the foundation of the 



of the manifestation .... tori or of infidels and benefactor of tho 
Faithful : uprooter of evil doers from the face of the earth ; conqueror ot 
forts: conqueror of cities with strong foundations; con fid er m the 

9 • m 1 1 it 'I ~\ f - iT .. L. _ .. CkXk Citltfin Hi 



the nlace of the presence of the souls of the Gmef [among .—j , , 

ISth of St.avvAf' the ye-r 7lu [Hijrij. I» the a.. 3 ,»icio..s re.g.. of the exalted 


’Ala- u d J tuiil-udd l'a, suggesting tbe Dame 01 Sultan ’Ala-uddfu. 
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worthy of the substructure,” but its interior view is by no 
means disagreeable, its plainness notwithstanding ; from outside, 
the dome looks rather low. The outer walls of the gateway 
were crowned with a battlemonted parapet ; that on the 
southern wall was removed during Major Smith’s repairs. 

In 1827 when Major Burt visited the gateway, he 
described it as in “a state of dilapidation and destruction” 
and prophesied that “noue of it will stand two years later it 
was repaired by Major Smith, as already stated. 


Hazrat ; king of the Kings of the world ; great in the world and in Faith ; 
exalted by a victorious arinj : Abul Muzaffir Muhammad Shah Sultan, right 
arm of Khel&fat ; ally of the Amfr-ul-Momeofn ; may God increase the shadow 
of his kingdom on the heads of mankind to the day of Faith [KesuriecUonJ ! 
this mosque lias this quality, that whoever has entered it, has acquired 
Salvation . . . this mosque the extent and the height of which are as 
well known as those of Ba^-ul-Mokaddas [or] rather it is a second Ba.it-ul- 
m’amur, the exalted Hazrat, the Lord ; the diffuser of grace and the giver of plenty ; 
helped with the help of the Kin" of Benevolence ; great in the world and in Faith ; 
the conoueror ; Abul Muzafiar Muhammad Shih Sultan ; the right arm of Khelafat ; 
ally of the Amir-ul-Momenln, may God preserve the shadow of his glory to tho day 
of Faith [ Kes unroot iou] wae built [by him] with pure faith and good inteutious. 

On tho Eastern doorway :— 


The building of this noble house and the foundation of this eminent edifice 
was in the reign and during the kingship of the Lord of the Kings of the world ; 
[a] king like Darius ; king of perfect justice; abounding in benevolence ; emperor full 
of goodness, who has his orders obeyed ; exaltcr of the pulpits of L*]&w ; reviver 
of the strength of the com maud ments [of God) ; builder of pulpits and of masjids for 
worship ; exalter of the foundation of places of worship ; founder of tho cities 
for the guide [to Faith] ; destrover of the countries of pride 

the throne of royalty ; expounder of the laws of the Holy War; tho elucidator 
of the argumeuts of the Ijtehdd ; administrator of countries 

Kings; exalter of the foundation of the arches of the pulpits of Islam 

destroyer of the foundations 6f tho place of worship of idols ; founder of the rules 

of chanty ; the destrover^of drinking-houses ; King, conqueror of c .untries : shadow 
f Ml helped with the help ot God: Abiil Muza Her Muham¬ 

mad Shah Sultan, nght arm of Kheldfat ; ally of the Amfr-ul-Moraenln ; may God 
Preserve hw kingdom Ithafc hf* mavtvtnfinnnl i \. . 


. cuu tne woria * as long as this sural re id 

[‘“‘‘I® ^° r,d J 1 : M P ‘- , r? “ *? ^mightywho [made] his servant travel in oue night 
from the Sacred Maajid [Ka bah] to the Maejid-ul-aksa [the Temple of Jerusalem?' 
• . .. By the order of the elect of the merciful the h-ifm* . 
of the countries of the world ; King like Solomon ; ’great to the ’worlT^d 
m imth ; redresaer of Islam aud the Moslem in ; giver of honor to Kto£ 

fl ^ r i nCe8 ^ 5° llector of the foundations of goodness of 

the infidels ; exalter of the arches and of pulpits Abul MuzaffWr Mnl/.mm i 

™ g Khelhfat, allyVthe A,SUmSSo.* May SSd 

F=^ jid “ b /‘ $ 

t ™oo W n ° HJ “ d K- , Of lhe Kmi. „( thrfJJJl 

S&LT ! ^ jSuoTSr/ot' Ihe'Amiiu 
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Qutb M i n a r . —The controversy which has for some time 
been carried on by two parties, one of whom ascribed this magni¬ 
ficent pillar to the Hindus and the other to the Muhammadans 
may be said to have been brought to an end, and the better 
opinion is decidedly in favor of the Muhammadan origin of 
the Minar. General Cunningham’s arguments in favor of this 
view of the question are unanswerable, but I am unwilling to 
reiterate them, as the general accord of opinion on the subject 
leaves no necessity for such a course. I am tempted, 
however, to quote the remarks of Nawab Zia-uddfn of Laharu, 
in a paper read to the Archaeological Society of Delhi about 
25 years ago; after adducing historical proofs in support of 
the Muhammadan origin of the Mindr, he concludes : “ No 

stronger proof can be adduced, except the builder were to 
rise from the dead and attest his own work on oath.” 

This Minir is a tapering shaft, 234 feet and 1 inch high, 
with a base diameter of 47 feet and 3 inches, and an upper 
diameter of 0 feet, divided into five 6toreys or balconies and 
decorated with ornamental bands. 

The base of the Minar is a polygon of 24 sides, each side 
measuring6 six feet 1 finches, standing on a plinth about2feet 
'from the grou nd, from which to the base of the dismantled cupola 
of Firoz Shah Tughlaq. the Minar is 23S feet and 1 inch high. 
The basement storey is i)4 feet 11 inches high ; it is built of fine 
red sand stone and is a polygon of 24 sides like the base ; the 
faces of which are formed by alternate angular and semi¬ 
circular flutes, the shaft being decorated with six ornamental 
bands. General Cunningham happily remarks, that “ the 
history of the Qutb Minar is written in its inscriptions.” The 
lowest band which has been much injured by time and 
“ignorant restoration,” I have carefully examined, but I 
have not been able to odd to the information which Syud 
Ahmed KluLn has furnished on the subject, nor have I been 
able to verify his readiug. According to him the inscription 
runs as follows :— 

“ Amir of Amirs, Conitnaudcr-in-Chief, the glorious, the ( ief 
in the State, CJulb.” 

The next bana contains the name and praises of Mu- 

* In repairing tLe lands oon mining the inscriptions, much damagre Jiaa b*n 
done to the record; letter* have be*u n-if’J'laoc.i or altered ; in some phu*e the 
origin'll lettere h^ye been baJly iiuiUUd, and the oeuse hat been left doubtful. 
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hammad Bin Sam, better known to history as M uh a mm ad 
Ghori:— 

The great King; the exalted Emperor; Master of the necks of the 
people; Lord of the Kings ot Arabia and 'Ajm ;* sustaining the Kings 
of the world ; great in the world and in taith ; the redresser of Isl£m and 
the Moselmin; the Crown of Kings and Princes ; the spreader of justice 
and peace in the two worlds ; the shadow of God from one ^ corner [ of 
the world ] to the other ; the shepherd of God’s servants ; the defender 
of the countries of God ; the helped from the sky; the conqueror of his 
enemies ; great among the conquering powers ; great among the people 
of Light; the firmament of the creed of the Pure ; the King of land and 
water ; the refuge of the countries of the Earth, the revealer of the 
glorious words of God ; a second Alexander : Abfil Muzaffar, Muhammad 
Bin S6m, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin, may God perpetuate his reign 
and his kingdom, and exalt bis power and his prestige ! 

The third band contains a verse from the Qurdn ; 


The fourth band contains the following inscription :— 


The great King ; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the 
people; Lord of the Kings of Arabia and ’Ajm; King of the Kings of 
the earth ; redresser of the world and faith ; a glory to Isl&m and the 
Moslemin ; reviver of justice in the world ; great among the conquering 
powers; the firmament of the creed of the Pure ; great among the people 
of Light; bright star of Sovereignty ; spreader of peace and mercy in 
both the worlds; shadow of God from one corner [ of the world ] to the 
other; defender of the countries of God ; shepherd of the servants of 
God ; the refuge of the countries of the earth ; the revealer of the 
glorious words of God: Abtil Muzaffar Muhammad Bin S&m; ally 
of the Amlr-nl-Momenin, may God perpetuate his kingdom ! 

The fifth band contains the ninety-nine Arabic names 
of the Almighty. 

The sixth band contains some verses from the Qurdn. 

On the entrance doorway of this storey is the follow¬ 
ing inscription :— 


, ^* ro phet, on whom be God’s blessing and peace, says; He 

who builds a mosque for God, God will build for him a similar 
place in Paradise. This auspicious Min£r-of the Hazrat ; King 

° • ID J? ’ 8UIi wor ld and of faith; ot [those who have 

recdved] mercy and forgiveness; may God make his dust sacred ; may 

aradise be appointed his place of repose—was injured. In the reign of 
the great, the illustrious, and the exalted Sekaudar ShAh, the son of 


. , * Although generally translated as Penis. t v 'Ajm applies 
included m Arabia. 


to all countries not 
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Bahlol Shah, Sultan, may God perpetuate his reign and his kingdom, 
and exalt his power and prestige, [and] [also] under the superintendence of 
Fateh Kh£n, the son of Masnad All, Khevas Khan, Jond, the dome and 
the breaches of the upper storeys which required repair were repaired, 
on the new moon of Rabi-ul-sanl, 909 [ 1503 A. D. ] 

Near the doorway, there is also another inscription to 
which I shall have hereafter to refer, and which has also 
evidential importance in reference to the date of this portion of 
the Mindr : 

Fazl, son of Abul Ma’dli, was the Mutawali of this Mindr.* 

The top of the basement storey is surmounted by a pro¬ 
jecting gallery, encircling the tower, supported by large 
stone brackets, decorated with honey-comb work, the finish 
and elaboration of which is not surpassed by any thing of its 
kind in Delhi.t The balustrade round this gallery is feet 
high ; like the balustrades of the other four storeys, it is the 
work of Major Smith ; the original balustrades, which were 
battlements, were removed and the present “flimsy style of 
garden-house architecture” was substituted in their place. That 
they are not in keeping with the massive elaboration of 
the brackets which supports them, wil( be evident to the 
most uninitiated eyfe. 

The second 'Storey, which is 50 feet 8i inches high, is 
decorated with semi-circular flutes crossed with two bands of 
inscriptions. The upper band contains verses from the Qurdn, 
and the lower, the following in praise of Altamsh :— 


* This doorway was twice repaired, since the British occupation of Delhi in 
1803 ; the first time in 1829, by Major R. Smith of the Engineers, and again 
in 1873, wheu the doorway was renewed, the entrance repaired, the basement 
floor raised and flagged under the supervision of Mr. J. H. Lyons* the Executive 
Engineer of Delhi. 

General Cunningham justly complains of the alteration made by Major 
Smith. Instead of adheriug to the original design—which by the way, Major 
Smith purposed doing, as in his remarks on the “ Kootub Repairs,” he endeavoured 
“ to assimilate the repairs as much as possible with the old work, — 
in this instance, at least, he “ improved (the doorway) with new mouldings, frieze 
and repair of the inscription tablet.” 

+ According to General Cunningham, “ these decorations seem to be purely 
Hindu, and just ouch as may be seen in the houey-comb enrichments of ‘b® domes 
of most of the old Hindu temples.” (Archeological Reports, 1 st Vol. 190). Mr. 
Campbell, who has written little on Delhi, but whatever he has written is so well 

worth study, remarks that ‘Hhe honey-comb work under the balcon.es of the same 

structure (the Minhr) ditiers in no perceptible degree from that m the Alhambra at 
dranada.” Journal of the Asiatic Society of Rental, VoL 35, part I, page 204. 
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The great Eng ; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of the 
people ; the pride of the Kings of Arabia and 'Ajm ; God s shadow on 
c:t rtli ; the sua of the world and of faith ; redresser of Islam and the 
Moslem in ; the crown of Kings and Princes ; the spreader of justice 
among mankind ; great among the conquering powers ; the light of the 
people of light ; the helped from toe sky ; the conqueror of his enemies ; 
the bright star of the firmament of sovereignty ; the spreader of justice 
and mercy ; the refuge of the countries of the earth ; the revealer of the 
glori-in-. words of God: Abul Muzaffar Altamsh, Sultan, ally of the 
Auiir-ul-Mome.ua, may God perpetuate his country and bis reign, and 
exalt his authority and his prestige ! 

On the doorway, with its “ arrow battlements,”—a pecu¬ 
liarity which is also noticed in the third storey,—occurs tho 
following inscription :— 

The completion of this building was ordered by the helped from 
the sky ; the sun of truth and faith : Altamsh, Sultan, defender of the 
Faithful. 

Tho top of the second storey is also surmounted, like that 
of the first, by a gallery which goes round the pillar, with the 
same offensive three and a half feet high balustrade of Major 
Smith’s construction. The brackets which support the gallery 
are not so massive as those of tho basement storey, but are 
just as elaborately decorated. 

The third storey, which is 40 feet inches high, is cased 
in angular fluting, and is ornamented with two bands ; the 
upper band contains a scroll, and the lower the following ins¬ 
cription :— 

The great King ; the exalted Emperor; master of the necks of the 
people; chief amongst the Kings of Arabia and ’Ajm; King of the 
Kings of the earth; the protector of the countries of the world ;. the 
helper of God’s servants; conqueror of his enemies ; the helped from the 
sky ; the crown of Islfun and the Moslemin ; the redresser of Kino-s and 
Princes ; protector of the countries of God : shepherd of God’s people • 
the right arm of sovereignty ; spreader of mercy and justice; Abfii 
Muzaffar Altamsh, Sultan, ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin : may God 
preserve his kingdom and his reign and exalt his power and prestige ! 

tion th0 d °° r ° f thiS store y occurs the following ioscrip- 


the necks of tho 
from the sky ; 

njL / . . r,—;-the protector of 

God s countries and helper of Gods servants ; the refuge of God’s coun- 
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tries ; the revealer of the glorious words of God ; the terror of the 
conquering powers ; the administrator ot the faith and of light ; bright 
star of the world and of faith ; redresser of Isl£m and of the Moslemin ; 
God’s shadow among mankind ; crown of the people and of sovereignty ; 
master of justice and mercy ; King of Kings. 

On one side of the door, the inscription gives the name 
of the architect:— 

This building was completed during the superintendency of the 
slave and sinner, Muhammad Amir Koh * 

The top of the third storey is surrounded by a gallery 
and balustrade like those of the second storey ; but the balus¬ 
trade is only three feet high. 

The shaft of the fourth storey, which is 24 feet and 4 inches, 
is high, round, devoid of flutings and is faced with marble and 
in some places with red sand stone ; it is decorated with four 
ornamental bands, one of which bears the following inscrip¬ 
tion ;— 

The great King; the exalted Emperor ; master of the necks of 
tbe people ; chief among the Kings of Arabia and * Ajm; King of 
the Kings of the World; the protector of the 'countries of the 
world and the helper of God’s servants; the conqueror of his enemies ; 
the helped from the sky ; the crown of Isl&m and of the Moslemin; the 
redresser of Kin^s and Princes; protector of the countries of God and 
shepherd of God s servants ; the right arm of sovereignty; spreader of 
justice and mercy: Ab61 Muzaffar Altamsh, ally of the Amirul-Momenin ; 
may God preserve hia kingdom and his reign, and increase his authority 
and his prestige. 

The inscription on the door contains an order of 
Altamsh:— 


This building was ordered in the age and the reign of the great King; 
the exalted Emperor; master of the necks of the people ; chief among the 
rulers of Turkistan, Arabia and ’ Ajm ; tha sun of the world and faith ; 
the glory of Isldin and the MoMemin ; master of peace and bounty; 
she heir of the kingdom of Solomon : Abftl Muzalfar Altamsh, Sultan, 
the ally of the Amir-ul-Momenin. 


* There is also in tfri* storey a short one line Negri inscription, with the name 
cf u Mohammad Sultan " and the Samwat 1382, corresponding with 1326 A. D. 
being the hret year of the reign of Muhammad Tughlaq Shih’a reign. 
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The balcony on the top of this storey is slight in 
structure ; the balustrade is three feet high. 

The fifth or the last storey is 22 feet and 4 inches high, 
the shaft is circular and is decorated with ornamental bands 
of marble and red stone; on the top of it there is an iron 
railing fixed with iron cramp and lead, with brass kerb set on 
the railing. On the door is the following inscription : 

This Min&r was injured by lightning in the months of the year 
770. [Hijrf ; 1368 A. D.] Firoz [ShAh Tughlaol Sultan, with the grace 
of the Protector; the elect by the mercy of the Pure, repaired this build- 
ing with great care. May the Unknown Creator preserve this bu i l d ing 
from all dangers.* 

General Cunningham gives the purport of the two 
Nagri inscriptions in this storey : the first inscription consists 
of two lines, and is dated in the Samwat 1425 FA. 
D. 1368/] in the reign of Piroj Shah , or Firoz Snlh 
Tughlaq. The second inscription is found on the south jamb 
of the doorway, cut partly in the white marble and partly in 
the red sand stone ; this also frives the name of Firoz Shah, 
but the Sam vat is 1426. Gene 1 Cunningham considers this 
inscription a very important one, out it was not easily read. 
“ I can make out,** says he, “ the words Sri Viswa Karma 
prasade ruchita, and towards the end I find the title silpi or 
“ Architect/' applied to the son of Chahnda Deva Pala named 
Nafux Salha, who repaired the Min£r.” In the middle of this 
inscription there are five numbers given in figures. 

The cupola of Firoz Sh£h which was in existence in 1794, 
added 12 feet and 10 inches to the height of the Min&r. 
In 1803, it was thrown down by an earthquake, but I have not 
been able to procure a sketch of the pillar old enough to give 
me an idea of what the cupola was like. In 1829, the 
report of the Committee which assembled at Delhi to examine 
the repairs done to the Qutb Mindr preserved the history, so 
far as it-can be known, of the cupola and of the “ grotesque 
ornament,” which Major Smith substituted in its place. 
Tfie cupola • is said to have been in the form of a harp. 

" 1 . have ” says Major Smith, “ neither adopted the very 
extraordinary superstructure which covered the top of the 

* The stamp of Flro* Shih’s cupola, about S feet high, Btandfl on the fifth 
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pillar ; nor have I followed the plain square top on four stone 
pillars which some of the oldest inhabitants about the Kootub 
state it to have been told them, was on it.” 

Major Smith’s additions to the Min&r are described by 
him as its sixth and seventh storeys. The former consisted of 
a red sand stone dome, supported ‘‘by an enriched cornice,” on 
eight stone fluted pillars, each 6£ feet in height, with a 3 feet 
high red-stone railing and a parapet of spear head blocks of 
the same material. His seventh storey was less pretentious ; 
it was “a pavilion of sissoo wood, supporting the flag staff” 
the carved pillars of the pavilion were 8 feet in length and 
the flag staff was of “ saul wood, 35 feet in length.” 

In 1843, by the order of Lord Hardinge, the “grotesque 
ornament” was removed from the top of the Mindr and 

pitched on tli3 small mound where it now stands, bereft 
of its flag staff.* 

The first three storeys are built entvely of red sand stone, 
though not evenly of the same colour; in the first and the 
second, the stones are pinkish buff, and in the third, 
dark-red. r lhe shafts of the upper two stories are incased 
in marble and red sand stone, although the former is the 
preponderating material. This distinction is just as re¬ 
markable as in the spiral staircase inside it: in the 
lower stories, the .central pillar and the steps round 
it are made ot granite: the steps are carried upon corbels projec- 
ting from the walls, the doorways and the openings for light 
and air have Hindu horizontal arches ; in the two uppermost 
storeys the central pillar, the inner walls and the steps are made 
of red sand stone, the steps have no corbels, and the arches have 
voussoirs. That the fourth storey was altered and re-built, or 
as Mr. Campbell has it, “ newly designed,” by Firoz Shah, is 
evident from the style of the work, although he used the 
doorway of Altamsh and . retained its inscription.The 


* "When doubt was cast on the choice of such a site for the erection pf a flag 
staff*, Major Smith, among other things, appealed to the King of Delhi's approbation 
of his work. “ TLe Kiug has,” wrote Major Smith, 44 after two deliberate 
visits at the Lat conveyed to me, through the Commandant of the Palace Guards, His 
Majesty's satisfaction at the work as it stands completed. 

+ To the readers of Abulfeda. there can be no doubt as to the correctness of Mr. 
Campbell’s .opiuion. Abulfeda, describes the Mindr in A. D. 1300, that is to say 
long before the repairs of Firoz Shdh, as containing 360 steps. To make up these 300 
steps, we must take 21 steps from the fifth storey ; this addition must belong to 
the fourth storey of the Minar as it stood in the time of Altamsh. 
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difference between the three lower and the two upper storeys 
of the Minar is so marked, as to preclude the possibility of 
their being the work of the same .builder or of the same age. 

The spiral staircase consists of 379 steps, 3 of which 
belong to Major Smith’s pavilion. It is amusing, however, 
to notice the discrepancies which exist in the reckonings of these 
steps by some remarkably intelligent men, who visited the 
Minar and must have examined the place with care : Thom 
makes out 345 steps ; Franklin, 308 ; Von Orlich, 383 ; Syud 
Ahmed Khan 388 ; while visitors of less note are not more 
precise. 

The Minar was never more than five storeys high ; in 
1300 A.D., the work of Altamsh had been completed, and the 
Minar is said to have had then 360 steps ; this number would 
cany us into the 21st step of the fifth storey. Sixty-eight years 
later, 13G8 A. D., when the Mindr was struck by light¬ 
ning and repaired by Firoz Shah, he appears to have re-built 
both the fourth and the fifth storeys, although in the case ot 
the former he retained the doorway and inscription of the older 
shaft, and, as stated by the King himself, he “raised it higher” 
by surmounting it with a cupola. Syud Ahmed Khan does 
not give his authority for calling the Mindr “ Haft Manzari, 
—seven storeyed—it never was, in my opinion, more than five 
storey high, although Firoz Shah added to the height of 
the pillar. 

As regards the founders of the Mindr, there cannot now 
be any difference of opinion. I have very good reason to 
believe that Qutb-uddm Aibek was the founder of the basement 
storey : firstly, the inscriptions on it undeniably contain the 
name of his suzerain, Muhammad Gbori : according to Svud 
Ahmed Khan, they also contain the name of Qutb-uddm him¬ 
self, and lastly, they record the important fact that Fazl, son of 
Abul Ma all, was the Mutau'cili of the Minar ; we have already 
seen, that he was also the Jfutav'ali of the Quvval-ut-Islam 
inosque in the reign of Qutb-uddin. Mr. Campbell remarks 
that the position of the Minar as the Maznah of Qutb-uddin’s 
mosque is not out of place.* 


* Abiilfeda, in his Tdrilh Jfuihtasar, culls it “ the MAznahof the Juma [Masjidl 
of Delhi." [A hllznab is a minaret or a tower ou or near a mosque whence the 
crier summons the faithful to prayer. ] 
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I attach no importance to the fact that -Abulfeda, 
Shams-i-Sir&j and Amir Khusrau ascribe this pillar to 
Altamsh ; it was not an unusual practice in this country, 
certainly not unusual at Delhi, to name a building 
after one who had repaired, altered or added to it, but in the 
case ol the Qutb Mindr, a popular and erroneous description 
of its founder cannot be allowed to over-ride the evidential 
force of the contemporary records which the column itself 
bears.* The inscription of Altamsh on the door of the 
second storey, ordering the completion of the building, 
is also a proof that he did not commence it. On the other 
hand, the inscription on the door of the fourth storey—which 
contradicts the earlier inscription on the door of the second 
storey—makes out Altamsh to be the founder of the Mindr, 
and so does the most recent inscription of all, that of Sekandar 
Lodi, on the door of the basement storey. As regards the 
first of these inscriptions—that on the doorway of the 
third storey—there can be no better solution of the discrepancy 
between that and the inscription on the second doorway 
than that suggested by General Cunningham—that the 
former referred only to the fourth storey and not to 
the whole column ; as regards the Lodf inscription, 1 think 
the mistake is due to the error of the earlier inscription, 
which it repeats. I am, therefore, satisfied with the evidence 
which allots the basement storey of the Mindr to Qutb- 
uddm Aibek, and the rest of it to Sbams-uddfn Altamsh 
n<u forgetting the alteration made by Ffroz Shdh. The date 
of the commencement and completion of the building of the 
Mindr as it stands at present, may be said to extend over a 
space of 21 years : from A. D. 1200 to A. D. 1220.+ 


Ffroz Shdh calls it “the Mindr of Sultan Mu’iz-uddfn Sdm” in Futdhdt-x - 
Firoz Shdhi, and Ibn Batuta states tb?.t “the Mindr was built by Muiz- 2 hddfn 
Kai Qubdd ” 

t I entirely dissent from General Cunningham's opinion in favor of 'Ala-uddfn 
Khiljf, whom he calls “ a new claimant." He quotes the following from the Tdrrikh - 
i-Alal of Amir Khusrau : he (’Ala-uddfn) also “ directed that a new casing and'cupola 
should be added to the old one," and then General Cunningham adds “ that the whole 
of the present red stone facing was added by 'Ala-uddfn Khiljf,"and that the “design 
alone belongs to the time of Qutb-uddfn Aibek." I am also aware of the fact that 
Babar calls the Mia^r “ the minaret of 'Ala-uddfn Khiljf," but those who have studied 
the character of 'Ala-uddfn and have read his interminable inscriptions in the 'Alaf 
l^arwdzah, would hardly believe, that if he had re-covered the Min&i*, he would have 
renewed its older inscriptions without placing his own name somewhere on this 
pillar, as it occurs so often in the Darw4zah 'Alai 
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The Unfinished Minar.—This is the last object of 
interest in the Masjid Quvvat-ul-Isldm ; ^ stands at a 
distance of about a quarter of a mile from the Min&r*ot 
Aibek Amir Khuerau thus describes the projected Minar 
of ’Aid-uddln Kl.iljl : “ He then resolved to make a 

pair to tlie lofty Minar of the Jan.'a Masjid which 
Mindr was then the single (celebrated) one of the tune, 
and to raise it so high that it could not be exceeded. 
* * He ordered the circumference of the new Minar to 

be made double that of the old one, and to make it higher 
in the same proportion.”* As a Native Historian tenderly 
puts it, “ his days did not help him ; the King finished his 
life before fhc could complete his design.” The Minar, 
as it now stands, has more the appearance of an unfinished 
than of a ruined building. It was designed after the Qutb 
Mindr, and is the skeleton of what would have been a 
grand* column covered with elaborate flutings. It is un¬ 
necessary to speculate as to the probable character of its 
casing, but the necessity for it is evident at first sight 
The °outer wall is divided into 32 faces of 8 feet 
each, and the whole column is not inappropriately des¬ 
cribed by General Cunningham, as “ being exactly like a 
gi<mntic*cogwheel." It is built of rough grey stone, on a 
plmth about 4^ feet in width and the same in height ; 
the plinth itself stands on a terrace about 7^ feet in 
height, and about 22 feet in breadth. The unfinished 
column, according to General Cunningham, is 257 feet 
in circumference ; according to my measurement, it is 254 
feet in circumference, and according to Franklin, who 
visited the Minar over 80 years ago, 252 feet; the thick¬ 
ness of the outer wall is about 19 feet, and the whole 
oolumn, inclusive of the plinth, is about 80 feet high. The 
central column, round which steps were to have been 
built, is 2G feet in diameter; and the passage which 
was intended to hold the steps, is 9 feet 9 inches wide. The 
Mindr was commenced in 1311 A. D., but was abandoned 
on the death of ’Ald-uddln Khiljl 

Such was the famous Masjid Quvvat-ul-Isl&m. It was 
built by Qutb-uddia Aibek, who “ adorned it with the stones, 
and gold obtained from temples, whicii had been demolished 


Rliiota UUtory of India, VoL 3, p. 70. 
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by elephants.” Tn the front of this mosque. Shams-uddin 
Altamsh placed, “ in an ignominious position, ” the statue of 
Vikraradditya, which he had brought from the temple of 
Mahakal ; and later still ’Ala-uJdin Khiljf “ paved the 
entrance of the Jama Wasjid with fragments of the idol of 
Somnat for which he had refused a thousand pieces of gold.”* 
In 1237, the Masjid was attacked by the “ heretics of the city” 
of Old Delhi ; and when, during the first three days of 
Timur’s occupation of Delhi, the persecuted Hindus sought 
shelter and prepared to defend themselves here, Tinitir 
attacked the mosque, and the three cities which then consti¬ 
tuted Old Delhi were sacked one after another. When Ibn 
Batuta saw the mosque, in the reign of Muhammad Shah 
Tughlaq, he declared that “ it wa3 unequalled in the world 
either for its size or beauty.”t 


Hauz Shamsi, or the Tank of Shams-uddin Altamsh.— 

Khwajah Qutb-uddin Bakhtyar. better known as Qutb Sdhib, 
was one of the most renowned Muhammadan saints of 
India. He was the contemporary of Sultan Shams-uddin 
Altamsh, and was much respected by that monarch. It is 
related that ’All, the nephew of Muhammad, appeared in a 
dream both to the saint and the king, and the former 
was called upon to explain the dream. The King was 
advised by Qutb Sahib to build a tank where 'All had 
appeared. The advice was taken, and in the year G27 A. H. 
(1229 A. D.) Altamsh built this tank which has ever since 
been known as Hauz Shamsf. The sides of the tank were 
built with red sand-stone ; of this material, however, nothing 
now remains ; the tank covers fully a hundred acres of land, 
but its bed has risen with the accumulations of years, and 
it is only during the height of the rainy season that it ever 
retains water. In thd year 711 A. H. (1311 A. D.) Sul- 

* Mr. Beglar discovered two images in black slate in his excavations at the 
northern gate of this mosque. 

+ “ Even in situation, these ruins [which surround the Masjid] are singularly 
beautiful, for they stand ou the gentle slope of a, hill, overlooking a plain that 
had once apparently beeu a lake, but which afterwards became the site of three 
successive capitals of the East. In front are the ruins of Toghlakabad, the gigantic 
fort of au old Pathau chief ; and further north the plaiu is still covered with the 
ruins of Old Delhi, the capital of the late Pathaus and eastern Moghals." Fergus- 
bou's History of Architecture, Vo\. II, p. 466. By Old Delhi, Ferguason evidently 
means Sir! and Jah£npan&h. 



fimz BHAMSt, OR THE TANK O? SHAMS-UDDIlI ALTAMSH. 69 

tan ’Ald-uddfn Khiljf, finding that " the tank was occasion- 
ally dry, cleared it out, repaired it, and built a dome in the 
middle of it.”* 

This dome or pavilion stands on a masonry terrace, 
about 2£ feet high and 52 feet square ; it is built of 
masonry and is supported by sixteen stone pillars, about 8 feet 
high, enclosing an open room 24 feet square. The pavilion is 
believed to commemorate a visit of the prophet Muhammad 
to the spot, and the print of his horse’s hoofs is supposed 
to be in its centre. About two centuries later, Muham¬ 
mad Shah Tughlaq also repaired the tauk ; “ it had been 
deprived of water,” says the Kiug, “ by some graceless men 
who stopped up the chambers of supply,” the offenders were 
punished and the closed up channels were opened for use.t 

The Hauz is about a mile from the Iron Pillar, and is sur¬ 
rounded by the graves of Muhammadan saints and warriors and 
of other worthies, who had followed them to India. A walk 
round the tank takes the visitor over historic grounds : over the 
last resting places of men who had devoted themselves to a re¬ 
ligious polity before which the unaggressive but chivalrous 
Hindu seldom held his own. It was a proud saying of the 
Muhammadan conquerors .of Delhi that the bones of a hun¬ 
dred thousand martyrs were the price of their success ; these 
martyred warriors were men of strong convictions who came 
from a distant land under renowned leaders, who had a duty 
to perform and had performed it right well. Such was 
the spirit of devotion that had consolidated an empire 
in India which, although it had undergone dynastic 
changes, continued essentially a foreign government 
for a period of over six hundred years ! Saints and warriors, 
poets and preachers, are laid in their graves round the spot 
where tho Prophet and his nephew had appeared ; and by 
the side of its water stands the Auhu Masjid where two 
of the greatest leaders of religious thought in the Muham- 
madun world, viz. Mu’in-uddm Chfsti and Q db Sahib, re¬ 
turned thanks to the Almighty for the success which* had 
attended the arms of the Faithful,} 

On the south of the Hauz are the Andherld Bdgh and the 


* Tdillh-i- Aldt 


+ Tdriih-i-’MdL 


X Futdhdt-i-Firot SkdkL 
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burial ground of the Kambohs of Pdnipat; and on the east are 
the A till'd Masjid, and the Ldl Mahal, otherwise known as the 
Jahaj, a house built by some merchant for the comfort of the 
Fakirs of the place. - * On the west is the tomb of ’Abdul 
Haq Dehlawf, the author of Akhbar-ul-Akhidr , and on the 
north is a neglected garden. 

During the rains the water of this tank flows down to the 
hollow round Tughlakdb&d. 


The Tomb of Sultan Gharit.- Nasr-uddln Mahmfid 
Shah was the eldest sor. of Sultan Shoms-uddin Altamsh, 
and was Governor of Lakhnautf. “ All the nobles and 
gentlemen turned their eyes towards him ns the heir of his 
father’s kingdom, but the decrees of fate did not accord with 
the wishes of the people.” The Prince “ fell sick and died. 
When the news of Iris death reached Delhi, all people were 
greatly distressed.”! This event occurred in the 'year 626 
A. H. (1228 A. D.) during the life time of Altamsh, who brought 
the body to Delhi and buried it in the village of Malikptir, 
about three and a half miles to the north-west of the Qutb Mi- 
ndr ; three years later, in 629 A. H. (1231 A. D.), he built a 
vaulted tomb over it. The crypt is decidedly pre-Muhamma' 
dan, but whether it was built by Hindu workmen or was a 
Hindu building appropriated by the Muhammadans, it is not 
easy to decide. Strictly religious Mahammadans scout the 
idea that Altamsh would have buried his son in a chamber 
which had been dedicated to idolatrous worship. 

The tomb has the appearance of a fortified square enclo¬ 
sure, built of stone and moitar, and covered with plaster 
now black with age. It stands on a high plinth, about 14 feet 
from the ground, with a circular tower, surmounted with a 


* The Aiiliu Masjid decei ves more than n passing notice : it is 
an enclosure about 54 feet long aDd '>6 feet liroad, the walls of which arc 
low, being sc arcely :i feet high in some places. In its western wall is 
which consists of on arched recess about 6 feet high. Jn front oj 
are two slabs of sand stone which are supposed to mark the spots wli 
an infs offered their prayers The western wall of die niosque was aw 
Iroui the dry bed of tlv; Hau z when I visited the place in ronnury !««• 

t So name ! from the vaulted crypt, or GhAr, in which Iho Prince is buried. 

Z Tattr-qtlf- iriVuSlet. 


situated in 
remarkably 
the Masjid, 
the Masjid 
ere the two 
>ut 14 feet 
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conical dome, on each corner, and is entered by an arch¬ 
ed gateway in its eastern wall. The gateway stands forward 
about three yards from the wall of tlie enclosure, and about 
four feet from its narrow wings, each of which is pierced 
with an over-lapping arched wiudow. The gateway is 
about 30 feet high and 12 feet wide, but its wings are about 
four feet lower. The lower half of the piers of the arch 
are of red sand-stone and the upper half of marble ; the 
piers and the rectangular bands enclosing the arch are covered 
with verses from the Qoran. The pliuth, the wings of the 
gateway, the walls and the towers are covered with plas¬ 
ter. The entrance is reached by two flights of steps ; the first, 
of eight steps, leads to a landing ; the second, of fourteen steps, 
takes the visitor into a room—about 14 feet from the ground 
—through which he enters the court-yard of the tomb. 
On either side of the gateway the main wall is pierced with 
two over-lapping arched windows, and at each end of the wall 
is a tower with two such openings; the latter are now blocked 
up with stones. The whole of this side of the tomb is about 
100 feet long. The northern wall of the enclosure is also 
covered with plaster ; it has the usual corner towers, and 
the wall is similarly pierced with six over-lapping arched win¬ 
dows, which are divided into two groups of three each by a dead 
• wall, which is a third of the whole length of this side of 
the building. The western side of the tomb is like its northern 
side, but as the centre of the wall is the western wall 
of the mosque inside, it stands a little beyond the line 
of the rest of the wall. The southern wall of the tomb 
is partly injured, and some of its windows are also built 

up with stones, but in all other respects it is lik e the 
northern wall. 


The inside view of the tomb is more interesting The 
inner door of the arched gateway is profusely ornamented 
with scrolls and inscriptions on marble. The inscriptions on 
the gateway are to the following effect: 


The order for the construction of this suspicions bnildin* was 
*1 ^ 1 ?*$ Km f' ^‘ e , exalted Emperor, master of the neoka of 
Ihl Et P > 6ha i ow °* Q 0 * ovec the world; master of peace . . 
of the ° f J he r.° rld aad faith 5 fche elect bythe mercy 

-l-M^Sn gb M a v n U L MUZaffar A ! tamsh - Sultan - the of the Amlr- 
*1 Memenln. Ma> God preserve hie country. Abfil Fateb Mahmfid 
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Hay God protect him with his forgiveness, and give him a place in the 
gardens of Paradise. Iu the months of the year 629 [Hijrl]” 

Through this doorway the visitor enters a room 
which leads to the court-yard ; its flat ceiling is of red 
3and-stone, and its walls are coated with marble What 
appear from outside as the wings of the gateway, are the 
eastern outer walls of two small rooms, one on either side of 
the room last mentioned, but the side rooms have marble floors 
and the roofs, which are formed with projecting stones, rest 
on groups of four marble pillars each. 

As the visitor enters the courtyard, he stands under 
a covered colonnade consisting of six. stone pilasters and six 
pillars about six feet apart. This colonnade does not extend 
the whole length of the wall, beimr only 24^ feet long. 
On the opposite side, that is, the western wall ot the court¬ 
yard, there is a colonnade which runs from the northern to 
the southern wall of the enclosure. Both the colonnades 
are of fluted pillars. The western colonnade consists of 
twelve pilasters ; its roof is raised into a low dome, lined 
with projecting rows of carved stone in the tl indu fashion, 
and in the ceutre of the wall is a mosque, consisting ot three 
arched recesses. On either side of the mosque there is 
a marble pilaster ; the rest of the pilasters are of red sand¬ 
stone. In the corresponding row ot twelve pillars, those 
which are immediately on either side ot the mosque are of 
marble, and the rest are of red sand-stone. Beside this colon¬ 
nade, there is a third row of tour marble pillars, put 
nearer together, forming a sort of small portico on the front 
of the mosque. Thus the room of the mosque is enclosed by 

seven marble pillars : three in front of the arched recesses 

and two on either side of them ; the back of the room repre¬ 
senting the sacred Kablah. The mosque is a square of ten feet; 
the roof is a dome of ornamental over lapping red sand-stone, 
supported by an octagon resting on the pillars of the colon- 
nade already described. The dome is about 14 feet fr°m the 
floor and is covered with mortar. The Masjtd wall is faced 
with marble, the arches are also covered with marble and 
profusely omamanted with scrolls of beautiful designs and 
verses from the Qordn. The windows in the western wall 

wo open 

In the centre of the inm* southern wall there are pigeon 
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holes'for lamps ; the northern wall ha£ nothing deserving of 
notice. The conical masonry domes of the corner towers are 
built in the Hindu fashion, with layers of over-lapping 
stones. In the centre of this enclosure is the tomb of Nasr- 
uddfn Mahmrid. It is a flat octagonal vault about 4 feet 7£ 
inches from the level of the court >ard, each of its eight 
sides being about 10 feet long and covered with marble ; on 
its eastern side seven steps lead to the top of the vault. 
To the south of the vault there is a small door 4^ feet high ; 
there is no other opening in the vaylt for light. Thirteen 
steps lead the visitor into an octagonal well, about 25 feet 
deep and about 18 feet wide, which "was originally finished 
in granite.” Its roof, which is strengthened with fourteen stone 
pillars laid on their sides, is supported by 8 double pillars 
standing against the wall of the well, and four single pillars 
which stand a little way from it These pillars are of the style 
of Altamsh’s work. In each of the eight sides there are two 
niches. The graves are made of mortar and stone in the 
usual bier style, and are periodically painted with whitewash. 
The grave of Nasr-uddin is near the west wall of the crypt, 
and is the largest in size, being about 10 feet long. 7 feet wide 
and 4^ feet high. There is a smaller grave in the centre of 
the crypt, a still smaller one on the left of the second grave, 
and at its foot is the grave of a child. The roofot the well is 
built of substantial masonry. 


Tho tomb of Shams-uddin Altamsh— In the year 633 
A. H. (1235 A.D.) the most illustrious of the Slave Kings of 
Delhi Shams-uddin Altamsh died, and was buried, out* 
side the north-western corner of the Masjid Quwat-ul-isHm. 
Syud Ahmed Khin believes, though on what grounds he 
does not state, that this tomb was built by Sultan Razivah 
Begam, the daughter of Altamsh. Mr. Campbell, on the other 

he add? SZfiT* 'l L builT in the kin S’s lifetime, 

he adds that the peculiarities observed in Altamsh’s e*- 
tensions of the Masjid Quvvat-ul-islam are repeated here 
and remarks that the reigns of his two, immediate suo' 

^ *\ 8l T a “ d trouble ? have permitted them to 
undertake a work of such cost and labour.* General p nnn : n _ 

ham has no decided opinion on the suhWt hut- k 

that the tomb is of the same age as th e Qutb Minftr. ° ****** 

• Noin a* ZUUxi. 
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The tomb consists of a single room, the interior of which 
is a square of 29£ feet, with walls 7^ feet thick ; its present 
height is only 28 feet. It has an arched. entrance in its 
eastern, northern and southern walls ; the entrance to the 
north was closed up with stones, but this temporary obstruc¬ 
tion is already half down. In the western wall ot the tomb 
there are three niches which officiate for the mehrdb of a 
mosque. The centre niche is 9 feet high and 7? feet wide; 
the side niches are 5 feet high and about 2^ feet wide. 
The three doors are 16 feet high and about 7 feet wide, and 
to a depth of about two feet the outer walls are pierced with 
false arches. These arches are about 1feet wide and about 27 
feet high. The outer walls of the tomb are faced with sand¬ 
stone, and the inner with red stone, the latter are also or¬ 
namented with marble bands and panels. The entrances are 
richly decorated with engravings of texts from the Qorau and 
with scrolls in^great variety. The outer arches of the doors, 
as already desciibed, are lofty and cut into the -face of the 
walls; the lower arches, which are the doors of the tomb, 
are about two-thirds the size of the outer, or the false, 
arches. On either side of the inner arches are octagonal pil¬ 
lars, tall and slim, and of great beauty, out ot which the 
arches spring ; the jambs of the lower arches are covered with 
inscriptions from the Qor&n. The inner walls are decorated 
with ornaments of exquisite finish and beauty. The centre 
niche in the western wall, is ornamented with marble and is 
of a richer finish than the rest of the tomb ; the other 
niches are faced with red sand stone. In the corners of the 
room are beautifully carved pilasters, like those which sup¬ 
port the false arches of the doors. The monument over the 
crrave consists of a marble plinth 2$ feet high, 14 feet long and 
1 feet wide ; on this form is fixed a block of marble shaped 
like a casket, H feet high, 10 feet dong and 6 feet wide. 
Over the casket is placed the usual bier-Sbaped sarcophagus 
so common in Muhammadan burial grounds ; it « about I j 
feet high, about 7 teet long and 3 • feet wide. The whole 

monument is 7 feet and 7 inches high. 

Fergusson doubts that there was a roof to this tomb; to 
use his own words lit] “was never completed if ever commen 

ced” General Cunningham has. “good reason to beheve tha 

it was originally covered by an over-lappmg Hindu dome. 
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single stone of one of the over-lapping circles with Arabio 
letters on it, still remains.” From the remains on the topof the 
southern wall of the tomb, which I examined, 1^ am perfectly' 
satisfied that there was a roof on the tomb. The following 
extract from the Fatu^hdt-t-Firotshdhi is rather puzzling— 
“ The columns of the tomb, which had fallen down, I restored 
better than they had been before. When the tomb was built, 
its court had not been plastered, but I now made it so. I en¬ 
larged the hewn stone staircase of the dome, and I re-erected 
the fallen piers of the four towers.” From the above, it 
would appear that the tomb had a dome in the centre and a 
pavilion on each of its four corners ; but beyond the ruins 
over the southern walls, there is nothing to help me 
in verifying the description of Sultan Firozshdh Tughlaq. 
Of this tomb Fergusson writes :—** Though small, it i« one of 
the richest examples of Hindu art applied to Mahomedan 
purposes that Old Delhi affords, and is extremely beautiful, 
though the builder still displays a certain degree of inaptness 
in fitting the details to their new .purposes.’ According to 
the same authority, it is the oldest tomb in India 


The tombs of Rukn-uddin Firoz Shah, and Mu’iz- 
addin Bahrain Shah. —Rukn-uddin Firoz Shah was the son 
and successor of Altamsh ; he was deposed by his nobles in 
favor of his sister Raziyah Begam, and died in prison in 635 
A. II. (1237 A.D.) and was buried under the walls of the 
tomb of Sultan Nasr-uddin Mahmvid Shah, his eldest brother 
in the village of Malikpur. Five years later, his younger 
brother, Bahrdm Shdh, was buried beside him. Although, ac¬ 
cording to Syud Ahmed Khdn, there is an interval of a*t)out a 
year between the dates of the two tombs, it is perfectly impos¬ 
sible to distinguish the tomb of Ruku-uddin from that of his 
brother Bahrdm Shah, and I have therefore considered it 
advisable to describe them together. According to Syud Ah¬ 
med Khdn, a tomb was built over the remains of Rukn-addfn 
by Raziyah Begam in 638 A. H. (1240 A. D.). Mui’zuddfn 
Bahrdm Shah was a younger son of Altamsh ; he succeeded 
his sister Raziyah Begam ; but his nobles, who rebelled against 
him, besieged him in Qil’ah Rdi Pithora, took him prfsoner 
and murdered him in the year 639 A. H. (1242 A. D.) 
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According to Syud Ahmed Khan this tomb was erected in 
the year 639 A.H. (1242 A.D.) by Sultan ’Ala-uddin Mas’tid 
Shkh, the son of Bahram Shah. I have not been able to find 
any authority for the Syud’s description, either as regards the 
biulderp or the dates of the tombs. 

The two tombs are similar in shape and construc¬ 
tion ; they are covered with small rubble masonry domes sup¬ 
ported on eight stone pillars ; each tomb has a small enclo¬ 
sure of low rough 6tone walls, with a narrow gateway on its 
east side ; the sarcophagus on the grave is missing. There is 
no inscription on either of the tombs, and although the guide 
from the village of Mahrauli is ready to distinguish them, I 
am content to believe that they contain the graves of two of 
the younger sons of Altamsh, without venturing, however, to 
alloc to each his proper resting place. There can be little 
doubt that the domes of the tombs belong to a later age than 
the pillars which, in my opinion, are parts of the original 
buildings. “ The domes,” writes Mr. Tremlett, “ as they 
exist at present, I have no doubt are the work of Firoz 
Shdh. . . as their shape and size points to a much later 

pra than tho Hindu-like domes of their brother’s tomb hard by; 
and the rubble masonry of which they are constructed, while 
quite in the style of Firoz Shah’s time, contrasts unnaturally 
with the massive stone slabs by which the columns are sur¬ 
mounted.”* 

. Sultan Firoz Shah’s repairs to the tombs are best des¬ 
cribed in his own words :—"Tomb of Sultan Muiz-uddin, son 
of Sultan Shums-uddin, which is situated in Malikpur. This 
had fallen into such ruin that the sepulchres were undistin- 
guishable. I re-erected the dome, the terrace and the enclo¬ 
sure wall. Tomb of Sultan Rukn-uddin, son of Shams-uddin, 
in Malikpur—I repaired the enclosure wall, built a new dome 
and erected a monastery.” 


* Mr. Beglar olisprv^a that as 41 these domes are nf the usual Muhammadan cco- 
Btruttion and not formed by ovex-Lipping course:*- . it is evident that ;i 
Jltitinish’s [Altaiaabj 'i*ne the Maha/ofuadans knew )>ow to buiid the true domr..” 
Air. tekes no notice of the repairs done to the t^bs by F/roz Sh£h Tugblak. 
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The grave of Raariyah Sultan Begam.— The empire of 

Delhi does not form an exception to the raid that, under 
despotic governments, the blandishments of the softer sex 
have not seldom superseded the influence of Ministers of State. 
But Bazlyah Begam has the sad distinction of being the first 
and 'the last Queen of Delhi The historians of her reign 
prefer her to her two brothers ; she was remarkable for courage 
and audacity, but she had little of that discretion which alone 
can redeem whatever there is dangerous in the other qualities. 
She had not been long on the throne before her unpopularity 
raised a rival to her in the person ofher brother, Mu’iz-uddin 
Bahrdm Shah who, with a strong aristocratic coalition of 
which he was then a tool, overcame his sister on the 25th of 
Rab’i-ul-avval 638, A. H. (1240 A. D.) According to Min- 
h^j-us-siraj, Kaziyah was killed by the Hindus at Kaithal. 
According to Ibn Batuta she was killed by “ a man engaged 
in cultivating theground, who after murdering and burying 
her, carried some of her garments to the market for sale ;■ 
the murderer was caught and taken before the Magistrate ; he 
confessed “ that he ! had killed Raziyah and told his guards 
where he had burifed her. They exhumed her body, washed 
it, and wrapping it in a shroud, burned it again in the 
same place. A small shrine wa3 erected over her grave, 
which is visited by pilgrims and is considered a place of 
sanctity. It is situated on the hanks of the Jumna, about 
one parasang [5£ miles J from- Delhi." Batuta is so often 
inaccurate in his description of places he had not seen, and 
is so ready to rely on hearsay, that it is not • easy 
to decide whether his description of the shrine on the 
grave or its distance of one parasang from the river should 
be accepted or not. -I do not, however, share Mr. Beglar’e 
doubt as to the identity of the grave. Although Ibn Batata 
is silent as to the name of the builder of the shrine, 
Syud Ahmed Kbdn believes that the grave of Raziyah 
was built by her brother and successor, Mu’iz-uddin Bah- 
r&m.Sh£h, in the year 538 A. H. (1240 A. D.) 

The grave, which is situated in the modern city of Delhi, 
near the Turk nan gate, and in the quarter known as Bulbtili 
vhanah, 18 identified by local tradition, and I see no reason to 
reject Us authority. It stands inside an enclosure about 35 feet 
square, the wall of which is of red saml-sione, and, with the 
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balustrade, about 8 feet and 3 inches high ; the Entrance ydoor 
is also oi* red sand-stone, and is 6 feet 3 inches high. In the 
western wall of the enclosure is a mosque, consisting of an 
arched recess about 3 feet 8 inches wide, 3 feet 3 inches deep 
and 6 feet high. On a red sand stone chabutrah, to the 
north of the enclosure, there are two bier shaped graves, 'built 
with stone and mortar. At the head of one of the 
graves is a small masonry pillar, eighteen inches hio-h, 
used as a lamp stand : this is said to be the grave °of 
Raziyah ; the other grave is said to belong to her sister 
Saziyah Begam, who is unknown to history. The graves 
are about 3 feet 5 inches from the level of the floor of the 
enclosure, and are about 8 feet long. The ch'ibutrah is about 
16 feet by 13. On the south-east corner of the enclosure 
there are two other graves, which even tradition has failed to 
identify. 


. .The grave of Shah Turkman alias Shams-ul-’Aarafin, 

—Shah Turkman was one of the many pious men, who fol¬ 
lowed in the track of the Muhammadan conquerors of India, 
and who drew to themselves crowds of earnest followers 
hot less eager to follow the religious commands of their 
spritual advisers than to be led to battle by their 
military leaders. Shah Turkman was a man of considerable 
local influence. He is believed to have settled close to the 
spot where ho was interred, and the river is said to have 
flowed under his house ; I am afraid, however, that there 
is very little truth in this account. He was a desciple of the 
saint Sohrwardi, and was 78 years of age when Qutb Sahib 
began his career as a great religious leader. The Turk¬ 
man gate of modern Delhi is named after the deceased. He 
died on the 24th of Rajab, 638 A. H. (1240 A. D.) in the 
reign of Mu’iz-uddin Bahrain Shiih. I he bier-shaped tomb 
which covers his grave is built with stone and mortar; 
a small portion of the floor round it is covered with marble, 
and it is fenced off with a low marble railing. The other 
graves within the walled enclosure are those of some of his 
disciples. 

On the anniversary of tne death of Shah Turkman a 
fair is held in the neighborhood of his grave, and the first 
day of spring is celebrated here with great eclat 
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Kushak Lai or Qil’ah Marzgan, or Dar-ul-aman, and 
the Tomb of Balban. —The history of the palace aDd of the 

tomb are so*intimately connected with each other, that it is 
necessary to treat them together. The Red Palace, or Kushak 
Lai, was built by Ghids-uddln Balban, in the year 654 A. H., 
(1255 A. D.) ; this date, however, is only a conjecture of Syud 
Ahmed Khdu. Very little of the history of this palace is 
known : Jalal-uddin Firoz Shdh Khilji is said to have visited 
it, after his coronation at the Kasr Safed ; he dismounted 
in front of the palace to mark his respect for the memory 
of Sultan Balban—next to Altamsh, the most illustrious of 
the Slave Kings of Delhi. Fifteen Royal refugees attended 
Balban’s Court at the Kushak L&l, and the most eminent 
men of science and literature of his time flourished 
here under his liberal patronage. The two other 
noteworthy events connected with this palace, relate to the bu¬ 
rial of Balban and of’Ala-uddfn Khilji. The corpse of Sultan 
Balban, says Barni, “ was taken out of the Red Palace 
at night and was buried in the Dar-ul-air.au.” The same 
author adds further on that : “ On the sixth of Shavval, 
towards morning, the corpse of ’Ala-uddin was brought out of 
the Red Palace of Sfrf, and was buried in a tomb in front of 
the Jami Masjid.” I am of opinion that Kushak Ldl was 
a palace within the city of Rai Pithora, and must set aside 
the speculations of Syud Ahmed Khan that it was built 
near the grave of Nizam-uddin Aulia, and that the ruins 
of Lkl Mahal (which see) mark its site. We are also told by 
Barni, that Balban’s grandson, Kai Qubad, built a new fort at 
Kilokheri, “ that he gave up residing in the city and quitted 
the Red Palace.” By “ the city,” the writer means Old Delhi, 
and when Balban had provisioned the fort of ltdi Pithora, it is 
not likely that he would have built his own residence outside 
the defences of the fort. "W e have no mention of a Red Palace 
in Siri, while references to the Red Palace of Old Delhi are 
of constant occurrence. If we are to believe Ferishta, that 
’Alk-uddin Khilji lived in the Red Palace before he 
built Siri, the Red Palace from where his corpse was remov¬ 
ed for iutennent must have been the Palace of Balban 

which, in my opinion, was in the city of Rai Pithora, otherwise 
known as Old Delhi 

Again, as Syud Ahmed Khan has it that the fort of 
Marzgan was built close to Kushak L41 and Balban was buried 
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here, there can be little doubt as to tne site of the Red 
Palace. The tomb of Balban and the Red Palace were within 
the city of R&i Pithora, an6 so undoubtedly was Marzgan. 
That Marzgan was miscalled a Qil’ah (fort) I do not doubt, 
and my opinion has the authority of Amir Khusrau and Ibn 
Batuta. 


Marzgan is supposed to have been built by Balban in 666 
A. H. (1266 A. D.), when he was raised to the throne of 
Delhi. Syud Ahmed Khdn cannot account fot the name, but 
the earlier historians call it a “ house,” and it is generally 
known as the Dar-ul-aman, the Abode of Safety or the 
House of Rest : “ because.” says Bt. uta, “ whenever any 
debtor entered this place his debt was adjudged, and in 
like manner every person found justice ; every man-slayer 
deliverance from his adversary ; and every person in fear 
protection.” This place was in existence when Batuta 
visited Delhi in the thirteenth century; writing of Bal¬ 
ban he says : “ He built a house to whioh he gave the 
name of Abode of Safety . . The Sultan was buried in the 
building and I have visited his tomb.” Babar also visited the 
Palaee and tomb of Balban ; he does not mention the fort. 
A bill Fazl was the first authority of importance who magnified 
the palace into a fort, and he has been scrupulously followed by 
all subsequent writers on the subject Amir Khusrau and 
Ibn Batuta describe it as a “ house.” 


In the year 684 A. H. (1285 A. D.) the eldest son of Bal¬ 
ban, who was then governor of Multan, fell in battle against the 
Moghals near Lahore. : ‘This calamity,” says Barnl, “ caused 
great and general mourning in Multan. . . From that time 

the deceased Prince was called * the Martyr Prince’ ” [Khan 
Shahid]. The King’s grief was great ; “ he held his Court by 
day, but at night he poured forth his cries ot grief, tore his 
garments, and thfow, dust upon his head he was an old 
man with the burdeq of eighty years on him,—“the reign 
of Balban now drew to a close, and he gradually sank under 
his sorrow ” in the year 685 A. H. (1286 A. D.), and was 
buried in the Dar-ul-aman. 


The f o .ib of £ 'ib is within a few minutes walk of 
the Qutb Miud». and air r a hundred yards from the rums of 
a villao-e now completely d^seited. Jt stands within a ruined 
enclosure of *o*v and heavy ston^ walls, with small arched 
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openings. At some distance from this are the remains 
of a large enclosure, probably of a sarai, and this I believe 
was the D&r-ul-aman. What now remains of the tomb are 
four bare walls, the stone facings of which have been re¬ 
moved and the walls themselves, as they now stand, are nine 
feet deep piles of rough hewed stones and mortar. The tomb 
of Balban is about twice the size of the tomb of Altamsh ; its 
dome fell in not very long ago, and the debris are scattered over 
the grave. The stone sarcophagus, which once stood 
over the grave, like every thing else that was made of stone in 
the tomb, was removed by the neighbouring villagers, but 
there is no mistaking the site of the grave. The tomb has 
four entrances ; those facing the west and the south are 
smaller than those on the other two sides; and the re¬ 
mains of inscriptions, now hardly legible, may yet be seen 
over the entrances to the east and the west The outer 
corners of the tomb are cut off and recessed ; the square walls 
of the tomb support an octagon on the top, out of which 
sprang the dome which once covered the grave. Adjoining 
this tomb are the walls of a domeless room, which 
I fancied was a gateway, but which Syud Ahmed Khan 
calls the grave of Balban’a son, the Martyr Prince. 
This room is much smaller than the tomb of Balban, and 
although there is nothing to indicate the grave, I do not 
think it at all unlikely that the ruined walls belong to a 
tomb. The eastern entrance to this tomb is a roomy arched 
gateway now in danger of settling down; the inner face of this 
arch bears traces of painting. The northern wall of the tomb 
has no opening in it ; the entrance through the southern 
wall leads into Balban’s tomb ; the western entrance is still 
in existence. The doors in the western and the southern 
walls are considerably smaller than the main entrance which 
faces the east. 

The walls of the smaller courtyard, which belongs to the 
tomb, are still visible in some places, as are also, the ruins of- 
its small arched masonry gateways ; the ruins of the larger 
enclosure can also be traced, here and ther$, but they are 
not so abundant as those of the smaller one. 

I can find no authority for the popular opinion that 
Ghifo-uddin Balban was the founder ot a city of the name of 
GhiAspur, or that that city had ever acquired the renown or 
importance of Old Delhi, Kilokheri, Sfrf or Tughlaqibad. 
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The Fort of Kilokheri, Kilugheri, Kasr Mu’izzi. or 

Naia shahr. —'I'his fort was built by Sultan Kai Qubdd, the 
grandson of Balban, in the village of Kilokheri in the year 685 
A. H. (128G A. D). That Kilokheri was a place of some 
importance, and a royal residence even before the time of 
Kai Qubad, is evident from the history of Minhdj- 
us-Sirdj, who published his Tabaqdt-i-Nasiri , in the reign 
of Balban. It is related that when N’asr-uddin received the 
ambassador of HaUku Khan, the soldiers formed a street 
from the palace of Kushak Sabz to the “new city of 
Kilugheri, at the royal residence.” 

Kai Qubad, however, raised the city to greater importance. 
He “ laid out a beautiful garden at Kilughari on the banks 
of the Jatnna. Thither he retired, with the nobles and 
attendants of his Court, and when it was seen that he had 
resolved upon residing there, the nobles and officers also built 
palaces and dwellings, and taking up their abode there, 
Kilugheri became a popular place.”* When Jaldl-uddfri 
Firoz Sh&h Khilji rebelled and established himself at Bah^rpdr, 
Kai Qubad was “ kicked to death in his palace at Kilokheri.” 
Jalal-uddin was, by popular consent enthroned here in 
the year 6S8 A.H. (1280 A.D ). Not being able to march into 
Delhi, Jdlal-uddin finished the fort of Kai Qubad, made 
Kilokheri his capital and lived in it. In the course of a 
few years, Kilokheri came to be known as Naid Shahr, 
or New City, and Qil’ah Rai Pithora as Purina Delhi or 
Old Delhi. 


Kushak Lai of Jalal-uddin Khilji. —Syud Ahmed 
Khan calls the palace of Jalal-uddin, Kushak LhI or Naii 
Shahr, but I am unable to follow any authority ; nor 
is it historically .true, as stated by the Syud, that Naii 
Shahr was ever called Naia Delhi. According to Ibn Batuta, 
Jalal-uddin Khilji “ built the palace which bears his name 
but for this statement he alone is responsible, for it is 
not repeated by any other historian. Nothing remains 
of Kushak L£L Syud Ahmed Kh£n further states that 
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Jalal-uddin built a palace called Kushak Sabz, and that it 
stood close to Kushak Lai ; but, as he identifies it with the 
palace where the son of JaUl-uddin was enthroned, the 
learned Syud is obviously confounding it with the palace of 
that name in Qil’ah Rai Pithora. Kushak Ldl was built in 
the year 688 A. H. (1289 A. D.) 


Hauz ’Alai or Hauz Khas.—This magnificent tank, 
covering over 70 acres of land, was built by Sultan ’AU-uddin 
Khilji, in the year 695 A. H. (1295 A. D.,) and was 
enclosed by a stone and masonry wall. In the reign 
of Firoz Shah Tughlaq (about 755 A. H. 1354 A* E.) 
<• ^ was filled up and there was no water in it. People carried 
on cultivation in it and bad dug wells, of which they sold 
the water.” Firoz Shdh cleared it out, “ so that this great 
tank might again be filled from year to year.” The. repairs 
then done to the tank were so extensive, that Timur ascribes 
the taDk itself to Firoz Shdh: “This is a reservoir,” writes % 
Timur, “ which wa6 constructed by Sultan Firoz Sh£h and is 
faced all round with cement. Each side of that reservoir is 
more than a bow-shot long, and there are buildings round it. 
This tank is filled by the rains in the rainy season, and 
it supplies the people of the city with water throughout 
the year.”* 

In the year 753 A.H. (1352 A.D.) Firoz Shah “ built a 
college (Madrassa) at the top of this tank.”+ Almost the en¬ 
tire length of the southern side of the Hauz consists of old 
buildings. The Madrassa of Firoz Sh£h is a range of low 
masonry rooms, and now partly in the occupation of villagers, 
who use them for the ordinary purposes of a residence. The 
Mutawali ot the Madrassa, Sayyad Ytisuf Bin Jamd.1 died in 
790 A. H. (1388 A. D.) and was buried in the court of the 
college. 


Siri or Delhi’Alai.- -According to Syud Ahmed Kh&n, 
the fort of Sir! was built by ’Ala-uddin Khilji in the year 
703 A. H. (1303 A D.) in or near a village of the same 
name. It is about two mileB to the north-east of 


+. Yazdi who copies, and not seldom distorts, ^falfuidt-i-Tirndri, oils the Hm 
“ stride and deep well, one ot the works of Firoz Sh4h,* 

♦ Tariik-x-Mubd»abShdhU 
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Qil’ah Rai Pithora, and is now the site of the village ot 
Shdhpur or Shdhdbad. Old Delhi having twice escaped 
destruction from the hands of Moghal invaders, 'Ala-uddm 
repaired Qil’ah Rdi Pithora, and built a new fort which he 
called Siri. As an act of signal revenge, eight thousand 
Moghal skulls were buried in the foundations, or built into the 
walls of the new fortress. The walls of Siri were built of stone 
and masonry, but enough has been written on the splendour of 
the new fort to lead us to believe that it was a place not only 
of military, but probably of architectural importance. In the 
year 948 A. H., (lo48 A. D.) the fort of Siri was destroyed 
by Sher Shah, who used the materials of’Ala-uddin’s citadel for 
building his own city, Shergarh, on the banks of the Jumna. 

Tim fir thus describes the city of Sin :—“ It is a round 
city. Its buildings are lofty. The}' a - e surrounded by forti¬ 
fications built of stone and brick, and they are very strong. 
Old Delhi also has a similar fort, but it is larger 
than that of Siri. From the fort of Sir! to that of 
Old Delhi, which is a considerable distance, there runs a 
strong wall, built of stone and cement. . . Sin has seven 

gates, four towards the outside and three on the inside 
towards Jahanpandh.” Yazdi mentions in his Zaforntimah, 
that “ from the wall of Siri on the north-east to the wall of 
Old Delhi on (he south-west, a wall has been erected on both 
: des, and the space between is called Jahanpandh.” 

Siri was the third capital, in succession, of the Muhammadan 
Empire of Delhi. The Slave kings, with the exception of Kai 
Qubad, the last member of that dynasty, held their court and 
issjed their commands from Qil’ah Rai Pithora ; Jaldl-ud- 
din Khilji completed the city-fortress of Kai Qubad at Kilo- 
klieri, which was subsequently known as Naia Shahr ; his 
nephew and successor, ’Ald-uddin built the fort of Sfrl, which 
continued to be the capital of the empire till the year 1321 
A. D. when Sultan Ghids-uddm Tughlaq Shah built a new city 
and a citadel which he called Tuglilaqdbad. 

General Cunningham questions Burgess, Lewis, Cope 
and Campbell’s identification of the fort of Sfri with the 
“citadel around the Qutb.” On Lieutenant Burgess’s 
work, I have nothing to say. Colonel Lewis and Mr. 
Cope h.' written some very interesting papers on the 
archmc gy of Delhi, but they have also been guilty of 
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some hasty writings on the subject, which do not add to 
their 'weight as authorities. Mr. Campbell, on the other 
hand, is a precise and instructive writer, for whose 
opinion I entertain great respect ; but in the question raised 
by Ceneral Cunningham, the credit of sound argument is 
altogether on his side, and an inquiry, which I may be per¬ 
mitted to say has exhausted all available authorities, leaves 
no doubt in my mind that those who are opposed to him in 
the discussion have completely failed to establish their case. 
If the village of Shdhpur does not mark the site of ancient 
Sfrf, we must give up all attempts to identify its locality. 

From Timtir and.Sharaf-uddm Yazdf’s description of the 
three cities which then constituted Delhi, we are led to infer 
that to the north-east of this group was Siri, that to its north¬ 
west was Delhi—which was larger than Sin ;—and that in its 
middle was Jahdnpanah, which again was much larger than 
Delhi. General Cunningham’s identification of Sir! with 
Shdhpur has also (he support of Muhammadan authorities, 
according to whom Delhi lies to the south-west of Shahpur ; 
Juhdnpaniih, between Shahpu- >nd Delhi, while Shuhptir is 
described as being smaller tha^ Delhi. 

The following abstract of all that is historically known 
of Sir! will satisfy the reader that, in the controversy be¬ 
tween General Cunningham and Mr. Burgess and those who 
follow the latter, General Cunningham has the advantage both 
as regards arguments and facts : 

.1. Sirf was a village outside the walls of Qil’ah Rdi 
Pithora, and the plains of Siri, like the plains of Hauz It&ni, 
were used as encamping grounds. When Kai Qubad(G87 A. EL 
1287 A. D.) fixed his head quarters at Siri, we are told that 
the right wing of his army was at Til pat and the left at In- 
drapat; the centre of an army so encamped would be at 
Sbahpiir. It is therefore a perfectly justifiable inference 
that Sfrf was outside Qil’dh Rdi Pithora, and that it was 
between the villages of Indrapat and Tilpat. 

2. Sfri was founded, either as a city or a fort, in 703 A 
H. (1303 A. D.) ; but, before its foundation, that is in 605 
A. H. (1205 A. D.), there were two rival cities on the right 
banks of.the Jamna, namely. Old Delhi and Naid, Shahr. When 
Rukn-uddfn Ibrahim, the cousin of ’Ala-uddfn, was raised to 
the throne in Old Delhi, ’Ala-uddinwas encamped at Siri.” 
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There was no fort of that name at the time, and the reference 
is evidently to “the plains of Siri.”* 

3. In 697 A. H. (1297 A.D.), ’Ald-uddin “marched out 
of Delhi with great display and pitched his tent in Siri." 
The encampment must have been at some distance from 
Delhi ; at all events it could not possibly have been inside that 
city.t 

4. On another occasion, ’Ala-udd'm is said to have “ left 
the capital and encamped at Shi.” This again refers to Old 
Delhi, and therefore its identity, or any part of it, with Siri is 
impossible. 

5. Two formidable incursions of the Moghals into nor¬ 
thern India compelled ’Ala-uddin to repair the old forts of 
Delhi and build a new one. It is hardly necessary to add that, 
had the new fort been built in Old Delhi, it would not have 
been named after Siri. 

If Abul Fazl’s description of Siri is not grossly in¬ 
accurate, and I have no reason to believe that it is, wc 
must set aside the idea that it wa3 built in one well-known 
locality while it bore the name of another ! If the new fort 
was called Siri, it was certainly not built within the walls of 
the city of R&i Pithora. We have already given TimiSr and 
Yazdfs accounts of the three cities which then comprised 
Delhi; Ibn Batuta writes of “ four neighbouring cities,” which 
went by the name of Delhi : the first he calls the ** old city 
built by the idolators,” and Siri, according to him, was the 
“seat of the Khalifat.” Unless the idolatrous city was twice 
its known size, we must find room for the “ Khalifat” else¬ 
where than in the city of llai Pithora. 


Kasr Hazar Sathun or the Palace with a Thousand 

pillars. —When ’Ald-uddin^vhilji entrenched himself in Siri, 
in front of the Moghal encampment, (703 A H., 1303 A D ), 
he built on the site of his entrenchment a palace of a 
thousand pillars, otherwise known as Kasr Hazar Sathiin. 
According to the usages of the time, the heads of thousands of 
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Moglials were buried in the foundation and built into the walla 
of the new palace. General Cunningham has fixed the locality of 
this palace inside the western half of the fort of Shdhpur, which, 
as J have already remarked, he identifies with Sirf; Mr. Beglar, 
however, has recognised its ruins “ a short way outside the 
south walls oi it” Tirntir confounds it with the Hazdr Sathun 
of Muhammad Shah T ugh laq, alias Malik Jauna : “some of 
the ladies of my harem,” writes the Prince, “expressed a wish 
to go into the city and see the palace of Hazar Sathun, which 
Malik Jauna built in the fort called Jahanpunah.” 

The ruins of this palace suggest no idea of the building 
as it once existed. According to Amir Khusrau, the display 
of plunder from Arangdl by Malik Kafur, a distinguished 
general of ’Ald-uddln Khilji, was “ made in front of the Golden 
Palace,” but the Tarlkh Firoz Shdhi gives a more detailed 
account of the event, and states that it occurred in the Palace 
ot Hazdr Satlnin. 

Thirty-five days after the death of ’Ald-uddin Khilji 
(1317 A. D.), Malik Kafur, the valued counsellor of 
’ Ald-uddin, was treacherously murdered by the slaves of \Ald- 
uddin’s successor, Qutb-utidm Mubdrak Shdh, in his room in 
the palace of Hazar Sathun. 

In 1320 A. D., Khusrau Khan’s Hindu followers assas¬ 
sinated Sultan Qutb-uddfn Mubarak Shdh on the terrace of 
this palace, and, a few months later, Khusrau Khdn was exe¬ 
cuted by the order of Ghids-uddin Tughlaq Shdh, “ on the 
very spot where be had killed Qutb-uddin. His head and 
body were thrown from the palace, as he had done with tho 
head ot his predecessor.” 

In the same year, Tughlaq Shdh “ seated himself in tho 
Hazar Sathtin, and m the presence of the assembled nobles 
wept over tho unhappy fate which had befallen Qutb-uddin 
and the other sons of ’Ald-uddin his patron.” 

Such are the historical associations which surround the 
memory ol this famous palace ; of its architectural pretensions, 
we can say nothing beyond what may be conveyed by its 
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The Tomb of ’Ala-uddin Khilji —“On the 6th of 

Shavval, (715 A. H., 1315 A. D.) towards morning the 
corpse of ’AU-uddm was brought out of the Red PaTace of 
Sin, and was buried in a tomb in front of Jam’a Masjid.” 
This is exactly where the grave of ’Alfi-uddfn is popularly 
believed to be, and where it is also placed by Syud Amed 
JLhdn.* Sultan Firoz Shah Tughlaq, in the list of repairs 
done to ancient buildings by his orders, mentions the follow¬ 
ing ; “ Tomb of Sultan ’Ala-uddin : I repaired this, and 
furnished it with sandal wood doors. I repaired the walls 
of the abdar khanah, and the west wall of the mosque which 
is within the college, and I also made good the tesselated 
pavement.” 

The grave of’Ala-uddin stands on the southern side of 
a court yard, about 400 feet long and 200 feet wide, the 
western and southern sides of which were finished by ’Ala- 
uddin’s successor. The northern wall was perhaps never 
finished ; about a fifth of the eastern wall is formed by the 
back wall of Altanish’s extension of the western wall ot the 
Masjid Quvvat-ul-Islam. 

The court yard of the tomb is entered from all sides. Its 
present main entrances are on the east and the west: on the east 
through the wall of Altamsh’s extension already referred to ; 
on the west the entrance is on the continuation of the road 
from the Qutb Mindr to Adham Khan’s tomb. The western 
entrance is a Pathan gateway of stone and masonry, and the 
rest of the buildings within the enclosure are of the same mate¬ 
rials The arch of the gateway is about 14 feet high and 11 
feet wide, and the masonry wall over it is about 4 feet high ; 
on the risrht of the^spectator, as lie faces the gate from inside, 
there is a domed room about 8 feet higher than the gateway, 
adjoining which there are three rooms about 14 feet by 11, 
with arched doors. Next to this, there is a second domed 
room a little wider than the first, and apparently a second 
gateway. On its right there are three rooms like those on its 

* Mr. Beglar believes, that a “fine marble tomb-stone at Sfri, yellow with 
ago and exposure, of which the people have no traditions, but which can ba no 
other than ’Ala-uddfu’s tomb,” and that “it is recorded in history that Ala- 
uddin was buried in Hazarsituu.” This is evidently a mistake; Syud Ahmed 
Kh4u’o account is in accord with history.—See TarikK Firoz-Sh&hl. 
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left, but the last room is now levelled with the ground. We 
have now finished the western wall of the court yard ; on its 
north, even the ruins, if any did exist, .have disappeared ; and 
we now turn to the south. On this side, the wall consists 
of the ruins of three domed rooms, the grave of ’Ala-uddm 
Khilji being in the centre room. The tomb is about 50 feet 
Ion" and 32 feet wide ; ou either side of it there is a passage 
which divides it from the side rooms, which are half the size 
of the room in the centre. These rooms are domeless ; the 
stone and mortar of the walls are bare, the red sandstone facing 
having been removed years ago. 

Behind these rooms,but formingapart of the tomb, are the 
ruins of a row of flat-roofed rooms, about 24 feet wide and of 
the length of the southern wall of the enclosure. There are 
six niches in the southern wall of these ruins and a doorway 
in its centre ; in the south eastern wall there are steps which 
conducted the visitor to the top of the building. The walls of 
the tomb and of the rooms attached to it, are CQmpletely bare. 

The eastern wall of the enclosure is formed by a row of 
three flat roofed rooms with arched doors, corresponding with 
those on the west ; adjoining this is a gateway facing the one 
on the opposite side, and this, I believe, was the city entrance of 
the tomb. Beyond this is the wall of the western exten¬ 
sion of the Masjid Quvvat-ul-Islam. On the south-eastern 
outside corner of ’Ala-uddin’s tomb, are the ruins of the 
Masjid which belonged to it Both the college and the 
Abddr Khdnah, which Ffroz Shth says he repaired, were in 
the rooms in the eastern and western walls of the tomb. 


The Fort and City of Tughlaqabad. —Tugblaqdbrtd is 
about twelve miles to the south of Modern Delhi. According 
to Syud Ahmed Khdn the building of this fort and city 
was commenced in 721 A. H. (1321 A. D.) and completed in 
723 (1323 A. D.)* Fergusson appropriately describes it as ' 
“ the gigantic fort of an old Pathan Chief.” It is an irregular 
half hexagon in shape, with three short sides facing the east, 
west and north, of rather more than three quarters of a mile 


* This was the fourth city which, in succession, became the capital of the 
empire of Delhi. It is described by Ibn Batuta as one of the four cities which 
constituted Delhi; the firat was Old Delhi or Qil’ah Rdi Bithora, the second 
KUokhen or Nai& Sbahr, the third Siri, and the fourth TuchlaqiMd. 
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in length each, and a base of a mile and a half on the south * 
the former is protected by a deep ditch, and the latter by a 
large sheet ot water, held up by artificial embankments at"the 
south-east corner. The whole circuit of Tughlaqdbdd is only 
a furlong less than four miles. The fort stands on a rocky 
height surrounded by ravines, with a piece of low ground, 
probably the dry bed of a lake, on one side of it! 
The walls of the fort are built of massive blocks of stone, 
of extraordinary thickness, and contain two storeyed 
domed rooms. The largest stone which General Cunningham 
observed was 14 feet in length by 2£ feet 2 inches, 0 and 
1 foot 10 inches in breadth, and must have weighed rather 
more than six tons. 

The rock on the southern face is scarped, the walls 
above rise to a mean height of 40 feet, with a parapet pierced 
with low sloping loopholes and crowned with a line of rude 
loopholed stone battlements of 7 feet. Behind this rises 
another wall of 15 feet, the whole height above the low 
ground being upwards of 90 feet. In the south-west angle 
is the citadel, which occupies about one-sixth of the area of 
the fort, and contains the ruins of a large palace. The ram¬ 
parts are raised on domed rooms, which, General Cunningham 
believes, were the quarters of the troops garrisoned in the 
fort Some of the bastions are still in a fair state of preserv¬ 
ation. “ The walls slope rapidly inwards, even as much as 
those of Egyptian buildings.” But the vast size, the great 
strength, and the visible solidity of the whole give to Tugh- 
laqdbad an air of stern and massive grandeur, which is 
striking.* “ One of the grandest sights I eyer witnessed,” 
writes Captain Archer, of the general appearance ot Tugh- 
ldqabdd, and wonders how these enormous blocks of stone 
were fashioned and put up as they are ; while the writer 
in Thorntou’s Gazetteer believes that “ walls so massive” 
can only be destroyed by an earthquake. 

“ The citadel,” writes Franklin, “is strongly defended by 
ranges of towers and bastions, within which were the private 
apartments of the emperor ; here, in times of danger he was 
perfectly secure, as the ascent even at this period is winding 
and difficult, the naked rocks form the glacis of the place, the 


ArchcfologictU Report. 1 VoL, p. 313. 
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approaches to which were thus rendered almost impracticable. 
At the foot of the citadel is a tank ot great magnitude and 
depth, lined with stone, from which the garrison were sup¬ 
plied.” 

The general plan of these ruins, according to Mr. Beg- 
lar, suggests a “court-yard surrounded on three, and so netimes 
on all, sides by rovs of rooms ; there w ns only one t itrance 
to each such enclosure, and facing the side on which the en¬ 
trance was, is the hall, an oblong of about 15 or 20 feet by 
12 feet wide ; on either side of this were small rooms commu¬ 
nicating with the hall and with the court-yard. Sometimes, 
the hall had also a range of small rooms at the back ; all the 
rooms are furnished with numerous small arches, but newer a 
window opening otit wards.” 

The ascent to the main gateway is steep and rocky, and 
now that the ruins of some of the inner rooms have tumbled 
into the passage which leads to it, it is by no means an agree¬ 
able undertaking. The gateways are formed “of masses of 

granite of huge dimensions, hewn out of the rocks at the foot 
of the wall” 


“ The Fort of Tughkqabad has 13 gates, and there aro 

TChTn lan £ r t0 the , del ‘” According to Syud Ahmed 
Khdn who follows tradition, there were 56 bkstions and 

“ There are three extensive baolis rsnrinmn ^ -r * 
order ; there are apartments under grounds li ti 
eignty feet, on a level with large wdL or d T 7 *° 
faced with stone. The emperor’s Consist of *».,!? ? f water 
cular rooms with arched roofs and a space of wo f ?* ht J 
moter at top for tho purpose of admittm“ ,LT° ln dla ' 

in di ^ t er ^and^ were used fXlTol 

tire u..v.r koowu f,,r phrfn? I he- ruiMoj 

^ 1 afir “ * uJ ^ 
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■weather. . . The third baoli is situated near the citadel. 

There are tanks to each of these range9 of rooms, 40 by 30 
feet in length and breadth, all lined with free stone.”* 

The upper part of the fort is full of ruined houses, while 
the lower appears never to have been fully inhabited. 

The sense of grandeur, which a distant view of the fort so 
strongly impresses on the spectator’s mind is not sustained when 
he finds himself within the walls of the fort and amidst its 
piles of ruins. The desolation which here surrounds him has 
no special claim to his attention ; he has to walk out of the 
view of the debris ofyuined walls and compartments, and once 
more to look at the' lofty walls and the commanding height 
of its massive bastions, before he can realise the majestic 
solidity of this magnificent fort. 

Tughlaqabdd belonged to the principality of Balabgarh, 
but it was annexed by the British Government for the compli¬ 
city of its Baja in the rebellion of 1857. It is now 
an insignificant Gujar village, the importance of which is 
entirely due to its ruins. Nizam-uddin Aulid, the saint ot 
wh.om we shall have to speak at greater length hereafter, and 
■who carried on a secret war against Sultan Ghias-uddin 
Tughlaq Shah, prophecied of this fort, that it shall 

Either be inhabited by Guiara 
Or be abandoned. 

Yah base G'ajar 
Yih rake ujar. 


The Tomb of Ghias-uddin Tughlaq Shah—Tughlaq 

Shdh was gifted with some originality of character, but with 
great courage and untiring energy. He repulsed four 
Mondial invasions with such slaughter, that for the rest 
of his life he established for himself the reputation of 
being the most successful general of his time. In 725 A. 
H i \325 A. 1).) while returning from a successful invasion 
of Bengal, one of the Governors of which country, Bahadur 


* Franklin. 



THE TOMB Or OBTAS-UDDIN TUOHLAQ SHAH. 


93 


Shah, lie had “ sent to Delhi -with a rope round hi~ neck,” 
he was informed of the seditious predictions of certain 
"wise men and astrologers,” that he would never see Delhi 
ao-ain ; “ but the king replied by threats against them. 
Chief among these offenders was the saint N^z&m-uddin 
Aulia, who had long been at war with Tughlaq Shah, and who 
was apparently in league with his son Muhammad Shah 
against the king. Tughlaq Sh&h, indignant at the defiant atti¬ 
tude of the Saint, ordered him to quit Delhi. “ Let me but 
reach Delhi,” said Tughlaq Shdh, “and this fiend priest 
shall be humbled.” When news reached the capital that 
Tughlaq Sh<lh was within a few miles of the place, the friends 
of iS'izdm-uddin importuned him to leave the city and visit 
Multan. The Saint, however, was not to be intimidated ; 
he had only one answer to all friendly importunities : Dc/ilt 
dur ast—Delhi is still far off* 


When Tughlaq Shah arrived at Afghanpur, about 
6ix miles from bis capital, he was accommodated by his 
son in a temporary wooden palace, built in three days, 
“ where,” says Zia-uddfn Barnf, the author of Tarlkh-i-Ftroz 
Shdfu, “ the Sultan might stay for the night and take 
rest, before marching on the following day into the city 
with pomp and triumph. The Sultan Tughlaq Shah arrived 
in the afternoou and stopped. The Sultan’s table had been 
spread, and he took food ; the 'nobles came out to wash 
their hands. A thunderbolt from the sky descended upon 
the earth, and the roof under which the Sultan was 
seated fell down, crushing him and five or six. other persons, 
so that they died.” IbD Batutr gives the popular account of 
the death of Tughlaq Shah, and it is more likely to b 9 true 
than the story of the “ thunderbolt from the sky.” After des¬ 
cribing the construction of the temporary palace, Batutd goes 
on to say, that “the object with which it was built was this, 
that it should fall down with a crash when the elephants 
touched it in a certain part. The Sultan stopped at this build¬ 
ing and feasted the people, who afterwards dispersed. His 
eon asked permission to parade the elephants before him 
fully accoutred. The Sultan consented. The Sultan’s 
favorite son, Mahmud, was with the kina:, when the elephants 


" njOTt “ d “*pL-'S 
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passed along that side, the building fell down upon the 
Sultan and liis son Mahmud. The Sultan’s son Muham¬ 
mad [the heir-apparent] ordered pickaxes and shovels to 
be brought to dig and seek for his father, but he made 

S *n nS cf° r ^ em no ^ hurr y> a °d the tools were not brought 
till after sunset Then they began to dig, and they found the 

Sultan, who had bent over his son to save him from death. 
Some assert that Tughlaq was taken oat dead ; others, on the 
contrary, maintain that he was alive and that an end was 
made of him. He was carried away at night to the tomb 
which he had himself built near the city, called after him 
Tughlaqabld, and there he -was interred. It was to the 
skilful management of the wazir, Khwaja-i-jahan, in con¬ 
structing the edifice which fell upon him, Tughlaq, that he 
owed the position he held with Sultan Muhammad, and the 
partiality which the latter had for him.” 


There is no longer any doubt as to Muhammad Shah’s 
complicity in the death of his father; and the testimony 
of Ibn Batuta is about the best evidence it is possible to have 
on the subject. Hardly less convincing are the inferences to 
be drawn from the conduct of Muhammad Sh&h and Niziim- 
uddiu AuliiL The heir-apparent wa3 a devoted admirer of the 
Saint ; he used to visit Nizam-uddin when the Auha was 
under the influence of ecstatic iits, and it was in one of these 
inspired moments that he got Nizdin-uddin to promise h in 
the throne of Delhi. When Muhammad succeeded his 
father Ghias-uddin on the throne, he paid the Saint the most 
profound respect; and when the death of the latter occurred, 
Muhammad “ bore his bier on his shoulder.” On the otlier 
hand, Nizdm-uddi’n was constantly at war with the late king, 
and was sometimes in dread of his life. He also knew that 
Tughlaq Shah had heard of his prophecy, and that the king 
would keep his promise to humbie the priest. His assurance 
under the circumstances—expressed in a phrase now household 
words throughout literate Hindusthan—was the result of 
implicit confidence in the success of the conspiracy against the 
life of the king.* Ghias-uddm Tughlaq Shdh died in Kabi". J. 
725 A. H. (1324 A. D ) _ 


* Even Abu I Vazl, the rr-at Minister of Akhar, a profound advocate of 4reo, u - 
nlislied remits, while acnu.tti: .Muhaumnd Tughlaq SJmh of being the cause ;.f 
U fatheS dkith, is rathe, d,-c sorted by the facts that the wooden palao; 
have* bin pat up in such wonderful haste, and that Muhammad bh4h should tu%e 

pressed Ilia fatLcr to occupy it. 
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Although Ibn Batuta states that Tughlaq Shah had built 
his own tomb—as he is supposed to have built one at Multan 
while governor of that place—the better opinion is that the 
tomb at Delhi was the work of Muhammad Shah, and that 
it was built within a year of his father’s death. 

We have already described one Dar-ul-aman —House of 
rest —where the great Balbah lies buried, but the same ho¬ 
noured appellation was applied to Tughlaq Shah’s tomb and its 
enclosure. Firoz Shdh Tughlaq, the grandson of Gbids-uddfn 
Tughlaq, describes it in the following words : “ This is the bed 
and resting place of great men. I had new sandal wood 
doors made for it, and over the tombs of these distinguished 
men I had curtains and hangings suspended.” 

The following description of the tomb, I have re¬ 
produced from General Cunningham’s reports, with occasional 
addition : it is situated in the midst of an artificial lake, fed 
by the overflowing of the Elauz Shamsf and by a lot of 
natural drains which flowed into the base of the fort, 
and which at one time must have formed one of its natural 
defences. It is surrounded by a pentagonal outwork, 
which is connected with the fortress by a causeway 
600 feet in length, supported on 27 arches. “ In plan, the 
tomb is a square ot 38£ feet interior, and 61^ feet exterior 
dimensions. 1 The outer walls are 3S£ feet in height to the 
top of the battlement, with a slope of 2 333 per foot. At this 
rate the whole slope is 7£ feet in 3S£- feet The walls at 
base are 11^ feet thick, and at top only four feet ; but the 
projecting mouldings of the interior increase the thickness of 
the wall at the springing oi the dome to about 6 or 7 feet or 
perhaps more, for I haa no means of making measurements 
so high up. The diameter of the dome is about 34 feet inside 
and about 44 feet outside, with a height of 2b feet ; the dome 
is ot marble, striped with red stone. The whole height of 
the tomb to the top of the dome is 70 feet, and to the top 
of the pinnacle [which is made of red stone,] about 80 feet. 

Each of the four sides has a lofty doorway in the mid¬ 
dle, 24 feet in height, with a painted hor*e shoe arch fretted 
on the outer edge. There is a small doorway onlv 5 feet 10 
inches in width, but of the same form, in the middle of the 
great entrances, the archway being filled with a wlrte mar 
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ble lattice screen of bold pattern. The decoration of the ex¬ 
terior depends chiefly on difference of colour, which is effected 
by the free use of bands and borders of white marble on the 
large sloping surfaces of red stone. The horse shoe arches 
are of white marble and a broad band of the same goes com¬ 
pletely round the building at the springing of the arches. 
Another broad band of marble in upright slabs, 4 feet in 
height, goes all round the dome just above its springing. The 
present effect of this mixture of colours is certainly pleasing, 
but I believe that much of its beauty is due to the mellowing 
hand of time, which has softened *bo crude redness of sand¬ 
stone as well as the dazzling whitenesj of the marble. The 
building itself is in very good order.”* 

The entrance to the outwork of the tomb is a hicrh and 
massive gateway of red sand-stone, which is reached by a flight, 
of 32 steps. There are rooms in the enclosure walls, which were 
intended, as we are told, “ for the accommodation of the poor 
and the angles of the pentagon are supported by towers which 
are surmounted by pavilions. There is a sort of double tower 
in the extreme left angle of the gateway, containing graves 
which have not been identified, but judging from Firoz Sh&h 
Tughlaq’s description of the place, it is by no means unlikely 
that they were in existence when Sultan Firoz repaired and 
adorned the tomb. 


Inside the tomb there are three graves : that in the middle 
is undoubtedly the grave of Tughlaq N Shdh, but of the two 
others, one on either side of it, it is impossible to speak with 
confidence. The marble monuments which once covered these 
graves, were either removed or destroyed. One of the two 
smaller graves is supposed to belong to Makd\im-at-Jahan, 
the wife of Tughlaq Shah, and the other to Muhammad Shah 
Tughlaq the son, successor, and murderer of Ghiks-uddm 
Tughlaq Shdh, who died of fever in Sindh in the year 752 
A. H. (1351 A.D.) 


* Archtvological Reports . Vol. I, p. 216. t > 11 * 

“ When the stern ola warrior Tughlaq Shdh (1321) founded the new hJelm, 
which .still bear* his fl^rne, he built- a tomb, notin a garden as was usually the case, 
but iu a slrouglv fortified citadel in the middle of an artificial lake. The slop¬ 
ing walls and almost Egvptian solidity of this mausoleum, combined with tho bold 
and massive tower* of the fortifications that surround it, form » picture of a war- 
nVrd ior? b .inrivAl; 1 mivwhore, aud a singular contrast with the elegant and hixii- 
r j a•»» g.i'd»•:t• • r i 'm .? the more settled and peaceful dynasties that succeed v<T. 
IVrgusjou. H > v.ry of Architecture Vol. II., D. 653. 
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If it were necessary to establish what, perhaps, is now 
an admitted position, that the education of Oriental princes 
never aimed at the formation of character, the career ot 
Muhammad Shah Tughlaq would be an incontrovertible argu¬ 
ment in its favour. Accomplished above all his predecessors 
in the empire of Delhi ; surpassed by none of his successors, 
so far as we have the means of judging their accomplish¬ 
ments, his knowledge of “ arts and sciences” drew the admira- 
ation of men of culture and of students who had made special 
subjects the study of their lives. But Muhammad Shah 
was a wanton, and an unprincipled tyrant ; he was cursed 
with unbridled passions ; and his reign of 26 years was 
remarkable for a series of disasters/' When political 
troubles and disease put an end to his career at Tatta, 
the empire was on the brink of dismemberment. His 
cousin and successor, the amiable but weak prince Firoz Shah 
Tughlaq, who had witnessed with sorrow the cruelties of 
Muhammad Sluth, adopted a primitive method for the salvation 
of the deceased king’s soul. According to the Muhammadan 
sacred laws, every offence has a double aspect, viz., in its 
relation first to God and then to man ; in the latter case, a 
pardon is believed to reduce some portion of its punishment. 
Actuated by pious and kindly ieelings towards his royal cousin, 
and “ under the guidance of the Almighty,” Sultan Firoz Shah 
obtained “ deeds of satisfaction duly attesled by witnesses," 
from “ those who had been deprived ot a limb, nose, eye, 
hand or foot” by his “ lord and patron Muhammad Shah.” 
These records were put into a chest, and buried in the Dar-ul- 
aman at the head of the tomb of the late Sultan, “ in the hope 
that God, in his great clemency, would show mercy to my 
late friend and patron, and make those persons reconciled to 
him.” 


* Ibn Batata's description of Muhammad's character, if not very complete, ia by 
no means uninetructive ; with other eccentric qualities, Muhammad possessed 
great u fondness for making presents and shedding blood/' 
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’Adilabad or Muhammadabad. —To the south of Tugh- 
laq&bad are its two pendent forts ; the one built on small rocks 
on its south-eastern corner is known as Muhamraadabdd, after 
Muhammad Sh.lh Tughlaq, or ’AdiUbad from 'adil— just—for 
it was one of Muhammad’s weaknesses to consider himselt the 
ideal of a just man. It is strange to notice that, after 
giving him the blackest possible character, Ibn Batuta 
does not hesitate to add, “ in spite of this, he is one who 
exhibits the greatest equity.” The fort to the south west of 
Tughlaq;lbad is known by such a variety of names as would 
lead one to suppose that it has the advantage of a periodical 
change in its nomenclature : by some it is called the Emperor’s 
Fort, by others the Washerman’s Fort or the Right Fort. 

Both ’ Adihibdd and the second small fort are miniatures 
of Tuglilaqabdd, having been built in the style of the fort of 
Tughlaq Shdh, with sloping walls, huge blocks of stones, and 
enclosing both a citadel and a city. The circuit of ’Adila¬ 
bad does not extend beyond half a mile ; that of the second 
fort is even less. In both forts the citadel is built on an 
elevated petition, and commands a suburb enclosed by aline of 
wall. In ’Adildbdd the main gateway is also the entrance to the 
citadel ; the outer wall encloses the “ protected suburb” 
which is to the south of the citadel, here it meets the 
eastern wall of the.citadel, and is connected with Tughlaqdbdd 
" by a double wall along the causeway, which crosses the 
intervening low ground.” In the citadel of this fort was the 
famous palace of Hazar Sathun, the palace with a thousand 
; pillars , being the second building of that name ; the first 
was built by Ald-uddin Khilji on the grounds which were 
“ afterwards the enclosed suburbs known as Jahdn- 
panah.” Syud Alnued Klnln’s description of this Palace is 
hardly correct ; the pillars are said to have been cut out of 
marble and the building was “ not unlikely three-storeyed 
high.” I prefer, however. Ibn Batuta’sauthority who describes 
the hall of audience as an immense chamber of '* a thousand 
columns. These pillars aie of varnished wood, and support a 
wooden roof, painted in the most admirable style.” 


The second fort, though smaller in size, re sembles its asso¬ 
ciated fort in every other respect ; it> grounds are covered with 
the ruins of a citadel and of a bazar or cantonment. These 
ruins arc interspersed with worked fragments of red sandstone. 
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Jahanpanah—The suburbs of Qil’ah Bdi 
„ in the reigns of the later Slave Kings of Delhi 
to be the cause of anxiety to the residents of the Fort 
and of interest to the Mewati robbers, who infested 
them during the weak reign of Kai Qub&d. The depre- 
dations of tliiB marauding tribe became a matter for the 
serious consideration of ’Ala-uddln Khiljf when he came 
to the tlirone ; and with his usual energy he carried fire 
and sword into the country of Mewat “'Girls at the well, 
and water carriers at the Hauz, were constantly assaulted 
by these robbers and stripped of all their clothing, so that 
it was necessary for the gates of the city to be carefully 
guarded after the evening prayer.” When the Moghals 
invaded Delhi, the outskirts of the city suffered heavily ; 
and after ’Ala-uddm Khilji had founded Sir!, the suburbs of 
Qil’ali Rai Pithora spread still further in a south-easterly 
direction, till the opposite boundaries of the two cities became 
ronterminous, and the villages of Hauz Rdm, Tutf Sarai and 
Khirki formed the more important links of the connecting 
chain. It then occurred to Muhammad Shah Tughlaq to 
enclose the whole of the suburbs lying between Old Delhi 
and Sitf—not more for the purpose of protecting them against 
Moghals and Mewatis than to perpetuate his Dame as the 
founder of a new city. In 728 A. 11. (1327 A. D.) this task 
was accomplished, and the cities of Old Delhi and Si'ri were 
united by two lines of fortifications. The wall on the north¬ 
west is about 2 miles in length, and those on the east and 
south are two miles and a quarter long, the whole length of 
the three walls being about 5 miles. The north eastern wall 
is irregular and in ruins ; so is the best part of the eastern 
wall, which, however, is perfectly straight; the southern wall 
which was also built in a straight line has more than a third 
of i,t in ruins. 


There were thirteen gates in the new city of Jahanpandh 
—exclusive of those which belonged in common to Old Delhi 
and Sfrf. Of these thirteen gates, six were on the north¬ 
west, and one of these is named by native historians the 
gate of the Maidkn (plain), and according to Yazdi it “ opened 
towards Hauz Khas;” it was also called the gate of Hauz 
ELhas ;* the rest of the gates were on the south-east ; 


* Tarikh-i-Mubarak Skahi. 
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two of the latter are known to history as the Hauz Rani and 
the Baraka gates. Within this new enclosure was a famous 
tower known as Biji or Bedi Manzal, of which a description 
is given further on. 

I bn Batuta describes Jahanpanah as “ specially designed 
for the residence of the reigning Sultan of India, Muhammad 
Shah ; lie built it, and it was his intention to connect all these 
four cities. (Old D.elhi, Sfri, Jahdnpanah and Tughlaqabdd) 
together by one and the same wall. He raised a portion of it, 
but abandoned its completion, in consequence of the enormous 
expense its erection would have entailed.”* 


Biji Mandal or Bedi Manzal.—As 1 have already re¬ 
marked, General Cunningham seems to be in error when he 
places the ruins of this tower in Tughlaqabad : unless, indeed, 

* After describing Jahanpanah as the seventh fort of Delhi, General Cun¬ 
ningham proceeds to aecourit for “ the pithy [native] description of aal-kila bawan 
Daricuza or seven forts and 52 gates” which then comprised Delhi. IJe enumerates 
the seven forts as follows : — 

“ 1. Laikot. 

2. Rai Pithora. 

3. Siri or Kili Alai. 

4. Tughlaqabad. 

6. Citadel of Tughlaqabad. 

6. Adilabad. 

7. Jakanpauah.” 

He makes up the “ 52 gates” by allotting 
3 to Laikot, 

10 to Rai Pithora’a fort. 

7 to Siri. 

23 to Jahanpanah. 

13 to r l ughlaqabad. 

3 to citadel of Tughlaqabad. 

2 to ’Adilabad. 

bz Total number of gates. 

The natives, however, regard their familiar phrase “Sat K\(a B<\wan Darvaza 17 
as more suggestive of the grandeur of Old Delhi, than a description of the then exis¬ 
tin'* state of that city. Similar phrases, which have had currency elsewhere, make 
me°believe that the popular explanation of this description is correct. Besides, 
both Finch and de Laet give Delhi “ nine” instead of “ seven forts,” and this I sup¬ 
pose was probably the case, for General Cunningham has left out of his list both 
Kilokheri and Glu&tytir. which the natives believe were fortified cities, and has 
included Laikot of which they appear to know nothing. 

Again, native historians allot 44 52 gates and 56 bastions” to Tughlaqabad alone, 
but although 1 have rejected this account and preferred^ that of General Cunning¬ 
ham, which gives only 16 gates to the city and Fort of Ttighlaq Sh&h, I see no reason 
why he should not include in his account the second small fort near Tughlaqabad, 
as one of the F “ of Delhi, and its gates as some of the&ates of that city. 
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by Birij Mandir he refers to some building, the history 
of which I have not been able to ascertain.'"' ’Abdul Haq Mu- 
haddfs, a man of considerable reputation as a philosopher 
and divine in the reigns of Akbar and Jahangir, the author 
of Akhhar-ul-Akh tar ,—a history of Muhammadan saints,—who 
lived in Delhi, and died there ill the year 1052 A. H. (1642 
A. D.) describes Biji Mandal as a tower of Jahanpanah, and 
states that Shaikh Hasan Tdher, a pious man who visited 
Delhi in the reign of Sekandar Lodi, resided here by the order 
of the king. When Taller died in 909 A. Id. ^1503 A. D.), he 
was buried outside this tower in Jahanpanah ; and the group 
of graves in its neighbourhood belongs to members of his 
family who settled in Delhi. 

The tower stands on a high mound, faced with stone and 
masonry, about 83 feet from the ground, with steps leading to 
its top ; the steps and the masonry sides of the mound have 
suffered much from the effects of time. This terrace is sur¬ 
mounted by a roofless octagonal room over which, Syud 
Ahmed Khan is of opinion, though I have not been able 
to satisfy myself of its correctness, there was a twelve¬ 
doored room whence the king - viewed his troops. The room 
now in existence has four floors ; it is built of stone and 
masonry, and the corners are protected with red sandstone. 
It is 20 feet high and about 38 feet square; the walls 
slope downward to the base, where they gain in width about 
4 feet in a height of 20 feet 

Not far from the grounds of this tpwer is a domed pavi¬ 
lion, about 37 feet high and 50 feet square. It is built of 
stone and masonry, and is in very fair order. 

There is a wall-raosque close to the grave-yard. The 
whole place has an air of desolation which its neighbourhood 
to the village of Begampur has not changed. I cannot quite 
i!? < * e j S i an< * object of a building like the tower of Bill 
Mandal, and Syud Ahmed Khan gives us no authority for his 
opinion that it was used as a royal stand on gala occasions. 


Sathpfrlah—This bund for regulating '.the force of a 
stream which ran through Jahanpanah was hujlt( jn the eastern 




* Archaological RfpOrU; VoL 3L pa go, 2.13- 
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wall of that city by Muhammad Sh&h Tughlaq, in the year 
727 A. H. (1326 A. D.). The bund consists of seven stone 
and masonry arches about 38 feet high ; the three centre 
arches are 11 feet, arid the rest are 9 feet wide ; the bund 
itself is 177 feet long and each of its two flanking towers 
is 39 feet wide, which together gives the whole building a 
width of 255 feet. 

The-towers have the appearance of Pathan gateways; 
they are 39 feet wide, 47 feet long, and a little over 20 feet 
high ; there is a small octagonal room in each corner of the 
tower, and between these rooms there is an arched recess, the 
arch in the eastern wall has a 7 feet wide entrance in its centre. 
This door is covered by a gateway, about 16 feet wide with 
arched recesses in its side walls. Each of the towers on the 
corners of the bund, has a level piece of ground in front, 
about 57 feet square. This is the level of the top of the bund, 
and it is about 64 feet from the level of the ground. Over 
the sev3n arches of the bund there are seven other arches 
which are 14 feet high and 11 feet wide. 

j 

Almost on a level with the ground and on either side of 
the bund, there are arched openings which contain steps lead¬ 
ing to the top of the building. 

Tri-weekly fairs are held here in the month of October, 
viz., on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Saturdays, till the celebration 
of the festival of Dewaii. 


The tomb of Nizam-uddin Aulia. —There were Mu¬ 
hammadan saints in India who are still reckoned as superior to 
Niz&in-uddin in piety and in “ the secret knowledge of the 
future” ; but none equalled him in the hold he acquired on 
such varied classes of his co-religionists. Of his own frater¬ 
nity, the well known Chistis, there are three names before 
whom royalty has humbled itself, and which still hold a 
place in the daily thoughts and feelings of thousands 
of believers. The first being that of M’um-uddin, the founder 
of the Chisti sect in India, who has made the place 
of his burial famous as the “ Sacred Ajmer then conies 
that of his friend and successor, Qutb Sahib, who has given 
his name to all that is interesting in the rums of Mahraulf 
and its environs ; and the third, but. not the least, that ot 
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the disciple of Qutb Sdhib and a worker of miracles, the 
famous Farid-uddm Shakr Ganj of Pak Patan, who con¬ 
ferred the gift of divination on Shaikh Nizam-uddin Aulia. 
Last, but in many respects the greatest, of the more renowned 
Chisti saints was Niz&m-uddin, who combined the piety 
of a saint with what, in those days, was considered the wisdom 
of a politician. His knowledge of human nature was not 
derived from the study of books ; it was the result of ex¬ 
periences of human life acquired under favorable circumstances. 
This experience earned for him many a dubious compliment; 
from some of possessing a knowledge of sorcery, and from 
others of being a member of the Secret Society of the Assassins 
of Khorasan, while, according to Colonel Sleeman, at times & 
somewhat precipitate thinker, he was the organiser of Thag- 
gism in India. ‘ He had the advantage of being all things to all 
men ; he was the friend of Ala-uddin Khilji and Muhammad 
Shdh Tughlaq, both of whom succeeded to the throne of 
Delhi ; the first after the murder of his uncla and the second 
after that of his father. He appears to have learnt in one of 
his ecstatic fits the exact time of the death of Jaldl-uddin Firoz 


Sbdh Khilji, and declared it to his bewildered disciples when 
it occurred at Manikpiir ; of the death of Tughlaq Shah, he 
also seems to have acquired a prophetic knowledge, and he 
gave his friends to understand that the King would nev er see 
Delhi again ; this prophecy came to pass, and the King was 
killed at Afghanptir within four miles of Tughlaqabud. In 
703 A. H. (1303 A. D.) when the Moghals invaded the 
territories ot ’Ald-uddin Khilji, the prayers of Nizam-uddfn 
dispersed them ; it is generally believed, however, that his 
emissaries had assassinated the Moghal chiefs in their tents. 


Among his less noble but perhaps more valued friends, 
Nizdm-uddiD reckoned the well-known recluse Sayyad 
Mahmud Behar, the renowned saint Chird^h Delhi and 
the courtly and gifted poet Khusrau. While Tiving, he’drew 
the pious allegiance of eager multitudes, and after his death 
down to the very date of our description, pilgrimages are made 

to his tomb from all parts of India, and miracles are still 
worked there for the belie ving.* 

* One of the Amirs of the Court of Akbar Hiiaain.n _i * 7 

though a young man, he expressed to the commander iiis wi*h 8< to 

Delhi. "Blochmaun’a v“i. I, 7 “ 
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When Nizam-uddin first arrived in Delhi, he settled in the 
then well-known village of Ghiaspur ; his house is still in 
a very fair state of preservation, and forms part of the 
south-eastern enclosure wall of the tomb Hum&yun. 

Nizdm-uddin was born in the year G33 A. H. (1232 A. 
D.) and died at sunrise on Wednesday, the 18th of Rabi’. II 
in the year 725 A. II. (1324 A. D.). Ibn Batuta calls 
lnm Nizam-uddin Badaoni, and states that he was often visit¬ 
ed by Muhammad Shah Tughlaq, and that the saint “ in one 
of his inspired fits gave him the throne of Delhi.” 

Nizam-uddin was buried in the small enclosed village 
which bears his name, near the Chabutr&h Yarani, the 
platform of friends, where he used to discourse with 
his disciples, and friend, and where the ashes of Amir 
Khusrau, one whom he loved best, share with him the 
sacred ground. Since it was honoured with the bones of 
this holy man, the little village has beeil selected as the 
last resting place of an Emperor, who bad tasted most 
of the adversities which accompany a crown ; of generals 
not unknown to glory even when success was won only 
under the royal prestige ; of queens, princes and princesses 
not more known to fame than to misfortune* While 
silence surrounds the graves of the men and women 
of quality, the tomb of the saint, who is suspected of com¬ 
plicity in at least one murder, is attended by pious men 
who chaunt sacred hymns and read holy books within its vene¬ 
rated walls. 

The village of Nizam-uddin is within five miles of Modern 
Delhi; it i3 entered by a lofty stone and masonry gate¬ 
way, on either side of which there are rooms now occupied 
as a school. On the right of the visitor, as he enters the 
village, is the mausoleum known as the Chaiisat Khambah ; 
further on, still on his right, are the graves ot the 
queens, the daughters and nieces of Akbar II. Turning 
to his left, the visitor arrives at a low gateway through 
which he enters a stone paved enclosure about 60 feet square ; 
on his left, is a room now occupied as a school with a grave in 
it, and on his right is the tomb of Khusrau. On the north ot 
this court is another walled enclosure, paved with marble, 
which contains the tomb of Nizdm-uddin. This enclosure is 
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about 4S£ yards long and 19£ yards broad, and within its 
walls are the graves of Jahanara Begam, Muhammad 
Shah and Mirza Jahangir, and the mosque known 
as Jamda’tli Khanali. It is entered by a small 
square door in its northern wall ; about 20 yards 
from this is the tomb of Nizam-uddfn which is about 30 
feet square, with five arched openings on each side, supported 
by 20 marble pillars. A six feet wide verandah surrounds the 
room which contains the grave ; this room is 18 feet square, 
has only one door, and its sides admit light through 
windows of marble lattice work, the frames of which 
are made of red stone. The pavement round the grave is 
of marble ; the arched openings of the verandahs are 
protected by deep sandstone ledges or weathering, and 
are covered with red cotton pctrdahs, while the windows 
of the room are covered with pardahs of red-cloth. The tomb 
is surmounted by a white marble dome ornamented with 
vertical stripes of black marble, and a copper gilt pinnacle ; 
on the four corners of the tomb there are small marble dome 
pavilions with pinnacles of the same materials. Between these 
pavilions the roof is protected by a parapet wall which con¬ 
sists of solid masonry domes, about 20 inches high, with small 
gilt pinnacles ; underneath these domes are small arcades, 
the open spaces being about 20 inches high ; the domes and the 
arcades together stand on a dwarf wall about 2 feet high, 
the three together forming a wall about 6 feet high and 
18 feet from the ground. 

On a cloudy day the light in the room is not sufficient 
to shew the walls and the grave to advantage. At the head 
of the grave the wall contains three screens of marble lattice 
work, the centre screen being larger than those on its 
Bides ; in the centre of the western wall there is an arched 
recess ornamented with gilt work which officiates for 
the ordinary wall-mosque, and on either side of it light and 
air are. admitted through a lattice screen. In the eastern wall 
there are three such screens, the centre one being larger than 
those on its sides. In the centre of the southern wall is a door 
which admits the visitor into the room, and on either side 
of it there is a marble screen. 

A cotton canopy hangs ove.' the grave, and plated glass 
balls are suspended round it -as ornaments. The grave is 
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enclosed by a wooden railing, about 2 feet high and about 
3 feet from the walls of the room ; at the corners of this 
railing are wooden staves, about 10 feet high, which support 
the canopy already described. The canopy is about 7 feet' 
wide and about 10 feet long, and is lined with red cloth 
printed with gold. 

At the head of the grave a Qoran is kept open on a 
stool, and behind this is a slab of marble let into the latticed 
screen which bears an inscription in embossed gilt letters. 
The inner pillars of the room are made of red stone ; and the 
inner face of the lattice screens are ornamented with gold 
and colour. 

The history of the tomb may be thus shortly told. 
The grave was originally in a room with walls of lattice 
work surmounted by a masonry dome; Ffroz Shdh Tugh- 
laq ornamented the inside of the tomb : “ I also repaired 
the doors of the dome and the lattice work of the tomb 
of Shaikh-ul-Isldm Nizam-ul-haqwa-din, which were made 
of sandal wood. I hung up the golden cups with chains 
of gold in the four recesses of the dome, and I built 
a meeting room, for before this there was none.”* In 970 
A. H. (1562 A. D.) Sayyad Farid Khdn put up the 
marble screens under the dome, and a marble slab, with 
an inscription containing a chronogram, at the head of 
the grave t In the reign of Jahangir (1017 A. H. 1608 
A.D.) Farid Khan, better known as Murtaza Khan, made an 
offering to the grave of a curtain inlaid with mother-o’-pearl 


* FutUhtit-i-Flroi Shdhi. 

+ English translation of the inscription :— 

There is no God bat God, and Muhammad i9 his prophet. 

[God be] praised ! this mausoleum of the Lord, [Nizdm-uddfu] who. listens to 

the prayers or all— . • 

He resolved to build [who is] a Khdn of the dignity of the sky ; 

The glory of the Sun of [noble] descent; the star of the height of honour ; 

A Sayyad of exalted blood [and] a lord of the fir inaiuent of respectability ^ 
The cause of this [mausoleum] was a Hdshinl [a Sayyad, i. e., Nizain-uddinJ, 

the builder of it was [also] a Hdshmf ; . , 

He in whose age [the beauties ofl the language acquired strength. 

When to [discover] the date of this building 1 turned my thought, 

The pen of knowledge wrote : The lord of all, (Qabldgalie khds-o-am) 

O Faraddu turn your face to his mausoleum with truth [m youi heartj 
That by the mercies of the Saint your ways may be right. 

Writer ; Homen Ahmad Chistf. 
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which ulso contained an inscription.* In 1063 A H. 
(|(J 52 A. D.) KhalJl-ullah Khdn, a noble of the Court of 
Sh^h Jahan, built a verandah of red sand-stone pillars round 
the grave and put up inscriptions over two of its archcs.f 

In 11 GO A. 13. (1755 A. D.) Alamgir II. put up 
inscriptions on marble inside tjie dome ; in 1223 A. H. 
(1.308 A. D.) Nawab Alnnad Baksh Khdn of Firozpur, 
replaced the red sand-stone pillar^ of the verandah with pillars 
of marble ; in 1236 A. H. (1820 A. D.) Faiz-ullah Khdn 
Bangash covered the ceiling of the verandah with copper 
gilt and ornamented it with blue enamel. In the year 1239 
A. H. (1823 A. D.) Akbar II. removed the masonry dome 
and replaced it with one of marble, topped with a copper 
gilt pinnacle. 

The anniversary of the death of Nizdm-uddfn and the 
first day of spring are observed here with great pomp and 
ceremony. 


* English translation of the inscription :— 

The Shaikh of Delhi* Niz4m [uddln] and two Farids, 

Who made for him all that [is requiredj in this world and in the next; 
One Farid [Khknl gave hiroTa] trausitory building, 

The other Farid [Shakr-ganjJ made for [him] au everlasting residence ; 
Murtaz& Kh£n, over his grave, 

Built a dome [lofty] as the sky. 

A bine cloud rose from the earth, 

And a peerless pear [it] dropt into the [oyster] shell. 

On the earth his souare built Kd'bah 

Has thrown open lour doors [for worship] on its four sides ; 

The roof over his sacred grave 

Has done for the earth the work of a high firmament : 

The sky itself, within its four walls, 

Four times spontaneously repeated the takbir [God is great] 

Who ever turned his face away from his house [the grave], 

Has turned his back on the Great l£&bah ; 

Who ever in devotion has turned his face towards it, 

Has made his face as dev as a clear glass ; 

If you are the sweeper of this house, 

You may do the work of a hundred Messiahs. 

When I searched for the date of this building, 

Thought put [into my heart the words] : The dome of the Shaikh. 

May the honour of the builder of this tomb be increased. 

By him who built the seven green terraces [of Heaven.] 


tin the reign of the Exalted Majesty, Sdbib QirAn Sdnf fSh&h Jahdu., 
Hasa^NWthS' Khalfl-ulloh Khdn, sou of the noble {aodj, of [the blood of] 

“ Governor of Shdjahan&Md ; in the vea: 1063 
erected round this glorious mausoleum. 11 


[^■* H.] this building was 
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The Tomb of Jahanara Begam.. —Within the court 

of Nizam-uddin’s tomb there are three marble monuments, 
each enclosed by four walls of marble screens. The monument 
near the gate-way is that of Mirzrf, Jahdngir, a prince of royal 
blood ; opposite to it is that of Muhammad Shdh, em¬ 
peror of Delhi ; and on its rear is that of Jahdnara 
Begam, the favorite daughter of Shah Jah&n. Jah&ndra, 
Muhammad Shah, and Mirza Jahangir illustrate three 
different epochs in the history of the Moghal dynasty : 
Jahanard saw the Moghal empire in the zenith of its glory, 
and when she was gathered unto her fathers, its 
decline had set in ; in the reign of Muhammad Shdh, 
the invasion of India by Nadir Shah sealed the fate of 
Moghal ascendancy in India ; and when Mirzd Jahangir took 
part in the public affairs of the king of Delhi, the authority 
of the king was exercised under a protectorate, its glories 
had departed, and the titular empire was precipitating to its 
disgraceful close. 

The events of Jahandras life, such as they are, 
have suffered on tho one hand from sentiment which 
adorns her “ with every virtue that a woman possesses 
and on the other by the court-tattle of Bernier which 
I need not repeat here. Enough, however, is known of 
her life to attach a melancholy interest to the grave of 
the unfortunate Princess. When Aurangzeb practically 
deposed his father, after defeating his eldest brother, 
Ddra Sheko, his two sisters, Jahdnard and Rushanara, divid¬ 
ed their sympathies between their ill-fated father and 
their successful brother. Aurangzeb detained Shdh Jaban 
a prisoner at Agra, and Jahanard shared with her father 
his life-long captivity ; on the other hand, Rushanard was 
staunch to the cause of Aurangzeb ; she advised him to avoid 
the court of Shah Jahan, advocated the capital punishment of 
her captive brother, Dara Sheko, and shared with her more 
fortunate brother his long term of success. Jahdndrd was re¬ 
markable for wit and beauty, as well as for those gentler quali¬ 
ties which in a woman recommend themselves to the regard 
and respect of the sterner sex. She hated Aurangzeb with 
all the energy of a warm nature, and she seldom failed to 
give expression to her feelings. Aurangzeb resented the insult, 
and partially disestablished some of her religious endowments. 
Shdh Jahirn died in 1076 A. H. (1G65 A. D.) ; five years later 
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died Rushanard ; and sixteen years after the death of her 
father, Jahdndra died in Delhi (1092 A.H., 1681 A. D.). It is 
doubtful whether she left Agra by the order of Aurangzeb or 
ot her own accord ; but with some writers, Aurangzeb’s un¬ 
popularity is sufficient to suggest a cause which would blacken 
his character. 

Jahdnard built her tomb in her life time ; her grave is 
covered by a casket-shaped marble monument, fami¬ 
liar to English tourists. It is ornamented with embossed 
traceries ; “ and is hollow at the top and exposed to the 
sky—the hollow is filled with earth covered with green grass.” 
The grave is inside an enclosure of four marble walls, about 16 
feet by 12 feet, and over 8 feet high ; there is only one 
entrance to the enclosure, and the folds of the door are made of 
wood. Each of the walls consists of three panels, covered with 
marble screens of lattice work ; the wall containing the 
door has only two panels, the door itself occupying the place 
of the centre one. The top of the walls is ornamented 
with a perforated marble balustrade, but of this ornament 
only a small piece is left on one of the walls. The four angles 
of tiie enclosure were surmounted by small marble minarets, 
out of which two are down and only two in existence. 

The grave of Jahandra is in the centre of the small marble 
court; at its head is a narrow slab of marble about 6 feet high, 
which bears an inscription which English travellers have invari¬ 
ably misrepresented in some important particular. The monu¬ 
ment bears no inscription; the inscription is on the head¬ 
stone and is inlaid with letters of black marble. The 
inscription, some verses of which are believed to have been 
written by the Regain herself, is to the following effect : “ Let 
nothing but the green I grass] conceal my grave. The grass is 
the best covering for the tombs of the poor in spirit; the 
humble, the transitory Jalianard, the disciple of the holy men 
of Chist ; the daughter of the Emperor Shdh Jahan ; may 
God illuminate his intentions. In the year 1093.” 

On the right of the grave of Jahanara is that of Mfrza Nfli, 
the son of the Emperor Shdh ’Alam, and on its left that of 
Jamdl-ul-nissa, the daughter of Akbar 11. 
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The Tomb of Muhammad Shah.— Few reigns have 
proved so disastrous to the Moghal Empire in India as that 
of Muhammad Shah, and the decline which had set in on 
the death of Aurangzeb, reached its climax in the reign of this 
emperor. Muhammad Shdh ascended the throne amidst 
the troubles of a wide spread rebellion : feudatories threw 
off their allegiance ; fresh disturbances arose where even a 
murmur of discontent had not been heard before, but the 
crowning calamity came with the invasion of India by Nddir 
Sh&h. Even the semblance of suzerainty was now des¬ 
troyed, and the massacre of Delhi announced to the Indian 
world the political death of the Moghal empire. Muham¬ 
mad Shih acknowledged the independence of more success¬ 
ful rebels than had fallen to the lot of any of his pre¬ 
decessors ; but his greatest affliction was to accompany 
Nadir Shih to his capital, to practise forced hospitality 
to. a hated guest, and after witnessing the massacre of Delhi 
to accept at the hands of his ruthless conqueror the sad satis¬ 
faction, that “ the city was spared for the sake of Prince 
Muhammad.” Hardly le3s galling to his pride was it to 
amuse his unwelcome guest with slavish attention, to give 
a daughter in marriage to his son, to recite poetry in his 
presence, and regret the departure which he could not 
hasten. Muhammad Slidh survived this, the greatest 
disaster of his reign, fully eight years, and after his death, his 
remains were brought to the village of Nizdm-uddm that 
they may rest close to those of the saint. 

The marble enclosure of this tomb is an oblong of 20 feet 
by 16 feet ; the walls are a little over 8 feet high and its 
four corners are ornamented with small marble minarets ; 
the door and the panel opposite to it are also surmounted 
with the same style of ornament. The walls consist of panels 
of marble lattice work, and in the middle panel of the front 
wall is the door with folds of marble. The long sides of the 
enclosure have five and the short sides have three panels 
each ; the screens are 5 feet long and 4 feet wide. 

The large grave within the enclosure is that of the 
Emperor Muhammad Shdh ; on its right is the grave of his 
wife, Nawab Sdhibah Mahal, and at the foot of the latter is 
that of the wife of Nadir Shdh’s son, and on its right that 
of her infant daughter. 



THb TOMB OF MIRZA JAHANGIR. 


Ill 


Two unknown princes of the Timur dynasty rest besido 
their better known but more unfortunate relatives. 

This tomb was built in the life time of Muhammad 
Shah. 


The Tomb of Mirza Jahangir. —The third marble enclo¬ 
sure contains the grave of Mirza Jahdngir, the son of Akbar 
11 ; a dissipated and turbulent youth, who was long treated 
with extreme indulgence by our Government, but whose overt 
act of rebellion in 1803 rendered his removal to Allahabad a 
matter of urgent necessity. This enclosure is about 4*- feet 
from the ground ; it is an oblong of 20 feet by 16 feet, and is 
reached by a flight of four marble steps. It is entered 
through a marble door, the marble folds of which are 
covered with exquisitely worked fancy patterns. Ia the 
wall opposite to the door is a corresponding opening 
On the corners of the enclosure, and on either side of the 
doors, are small marble minarets. There are four graves 
within this tomb; the one nearest to the wall is that 
of Prince Bihar; next to this grave is that of Mirzh 
Jahangir, the monument over which is decorated with leaves 
and flowers beautifully chiselled. The monument as may 
he noticed by anybody accustomed to such memorials 
Ijelonged to the grave of a woman, but it was put ove^ 
the remains of the Pnnce on a dispensation’ bein<r o-rantcd 

f A n fc i ie i hy j Muhammadan lawyers. Jahilngfr'died at 

Allahabad ; his body was removed to Delhi and buried here 
m the year 1248 a. H. (1832 A D.) by X aW ab Mom*/ 
Mahal, the mother of Jahdng'ir, who built this tomb over it 


Ain, J ^ a at ^ ? ha r n ^ h ’ or the Mosque of Nizam-uddin — 

Almost the whole of the western .. side ot -thr* ^ i 
Nizam-uddm's tomb, is formed by Ihe Masfid ° f 

Jama ath Khanah. It was built by Firoz Shih^Tn 1 . lown aa 
probably in the year 754 A H 0353 I m T S a " d 

§vud Ahmed Kh^n. It is a fine sp^men^o 

Delhi, is not small. The mosque, which t buht^hr ab ? Ut 
red sand-stone, is about sAek 
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about 48 feet high : 36 feet to the top of the roof and 12 
feet more to the top of the centre dome. The side domes are 
6 feet from the roof of the mosque. The body of the 
mosque consists of three rooms ; the centre room, which sup¬ 
ports a low dome about 52 feet in diameter, is about 54 feet 
long from E. to W., and 46 feet broad from N. to S. ; 
the side rooms, which are covered with two domes each, 
are about 54 feet long from E. to W., and 20 feet 
broad from N. to S. The domes are built of stone 
and masonry, and are covered with plaster, the inside being 
faced with red sand-stone. The centre room of the mosque 
is entered through an arched gateway about 15 feet high; 
from the floor about two-thirds of the entrances of the side 
rooms are covered with red sand-stone lattice screens, in the 
centre of which aTe the doors. The main entrance to the 
mosque is differently constructed ; the recessed arch itself is 
covered with a screen of red sand-stone latticework containing 
a wide door-way. On either side of this door is an arched 
window covered with stone lattice work, which admits light 
and air into the rooms of the mosque ; to the rieht of the 
southern window is an inscription which gives the date of 
Niz&m-uddin’s death ; but it is comparatively modern and 
possesses no historical value. The roof of the mosque is pro¬ 
tected by spear head stone ornaments instead of the more 
common battlemented parapet. 

Three lofty arched recesses in the inner western wall of 
the building point to the sacred side to which prayers are 
offered ; they are built entirely of red sand-stone ; the pulpit 
stands between the centre arch and the arch on its left. 
The bands round the arche3 are ornamented with inscriptions 
from the Qoriin. From the centre of the middle dome hangs 
an inverted cup held by a thin chain. The cup is supposed 
to be made of gold, but for this statement I am unable to 

vouch. 


The Spring or Baoli of Nizam-uddin.—Walking out 

of the enclosure of Nizilm-uddms tomb through a door in ite 
northern wall, the visitor enters another enclosure witlun 
■which this spring is situated. The building of this B o 
•was the r „ of the troubles of Nizdm-uddia witn Ghias- 
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uddfn Tughlaq Sbak. While the Emperor was forcing cm 
the works of his fort, the saint was providing pure water 
for his neighbours. The Emperor having prohibited the 
workmen from going to Nizam-uddin during the day, 
they worked for him at night ; the Emperor then prohibit¬ 
ed the sale of oil to Nizdm-uddfn, but the workmen found 
water answer their purpose equally well. Nizam-uddin went 
with his complaint to another local worthy : Sayyad Mah- 
miid Beh&r. The Sayyad listened to Nizam-uddin as he 
worked away at a mud-wall which he was then building. 
Angered by the story of persecution he had heard, Mahmud 
Behar levelled the mud-wall to the ground, exclaiming at 
the same time: “ I have destroyed his Empire.” 

The spring was finished in the year 721 A. H. (1321 
A. D.), and Nizdm-uddtn “ blessed its water and it is still 
supposed to work wonderful cures.” The spring is about 
180 feet long and 120 feet wide ; it is enclosed by heavy 
and lofty stone and mortar walls on the south, east 
and west; the steps being on the north. These steps are sup¬ 
posed to go down to the ver' bottom of the spring, but 
very seldom more than 40 ». them ar<j above the water. 
On the walls of the spring, buildings have been con¬ 
structed at different times; on its southern and eastern 
sides there are low and narrow arcaded passages and rooms. 
In the year 781 A. H. (1379 A. D.) Muhammad Manif, son of 
Wabid-uddin, built the southern arcade. On the west of 
the spring are certain tombs; from the tops of the sur¬ 
rounding buildings, trained swimmers plunge into the water of 
the spnng—a drop fully of 60 feet—for a small consideration. 


The Tomb of Amir Khusran.—Abdl Hasan, better 

°T nom de P U,ne of Amir Khusrau, by far the 

greatest Muhammadan poet of India, lies buried within a few 

paces of the grave of the friend he loved best. In the outer 

enclosure ° f N ^tm.uddm’s tomb is the last resting place 

the most cherished of his disciples : the “ Peerless” 
the , . “ sugar-tongued Parrot,” * the favorite of 
Si ng f ' 1 * n ®nd of pious men and philosophers, and 
admiration of his contemporaries. Although the 

— b 


* So called iman inscription outside his tomb. 



114 


THE TOMB OP AMIR KHOSRAU. 


shadow of four hundred years surrounds his tomb, “his popu¬ 
lar songs are still the most popular ; and ho is one of the fa¬ 
vored few who live through ages in the every day thoughts 
and feelings of many millions.”* 


Khusrau was horn in India but ofTurki parents, and 
while yet a boy he became a disciple of the saint Nizam-uddm 
Aulfd. He entered the service of Sultan Balban as an 
attendant on his son, then Governor of Multan. On the Khil- 
jls coming to power, Sultan Jalal-uddln Fhoz Shah appoint¬ 
ed Khusrau an Amir of his Court, and Khusrau con¬ 
tinued to enjoy the favor and confidence of his successors till 
the overthrow of the Khiljis, and the rise of the Tughlaqs. Al¬ 
though bitterly hostile to Nizdm-uddin and the Chisti frater¬ 
nity, Ghias-uddin Tughlaq Shah extended his patronage 
to Khusrau, and conferred on him honors and emoluments 
which must have amused his persecuted master. When 
Muhammad Shall succeeded to the throne of Delhi, Khus- 
rau’s good fortune rose higher than ever. The King was 
lavish in his attentions to Khusrau; he r ut Khusrau in charge 
of the royal library and took him to Bengal as a favorite 
companion. While present with the Court at Lakhnautj, 
Khusrau heard of the death of Nizdm-uddin at Delhi ; this 
news struck him down; he sold all he had, and travelled to 
Delhi in a state of great mental distraction. On his arrival 
there his friends, among whom the most notable - was the 
famous Nasir-uddi'n Chiragh Delhi, tried to 'console him, 
but Khusrau gave himself up to despair. It is related that he 
robed himself in a suit of black, and for six long months he sat 
beside and watched the grave of Nizam-uddm, until the 
morning of the 29th of Ziqad, 725 A. H. (1324 A. D.) when 
death released him from all his troubles. 


His friends, remembering the often expressed wish of the 
Aulia that Khusrau should be buried beside him, proposed to 
carry it out, and a place was appointed for the purpose on the 
rio-ht of Nizam-iiddfn’s gWive. It so happened, however, 
that among the Amfrs then in power at Delhi was a eunuch, 
a disciple of Nizdm-uddin, who resented the intended bunal 
of Khusrau in such close proximity to the grave of the Aui 
as an insult to the memory of the saint Khusrau was 
therefore, buried in the Chabutr.ih Ydrani, where Nizain-uddln 
used to converse with his friends and favorite disciples._ 


' Slcemao. 
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The enclosure of Khusrau’s tomb is 111 feet long and 
51 feet broad, and is paved throughout -with red sand-stone. 
The crave and the wooden railing round it were built in 937 
A. Jcl. (1530 A. D.) by Syyad Mehdi who also put up a 
head-stone of marble outside the tomb, about 8 feet long and 
1 foot wide, with an inscription on it in embossed letters.* 
The grave, which is kept covered with gold printed cloth is 8 
feet long, 3 feet broad, 1 foot high ; at the foot of the grave is 
buried Khusrau’s nephew, the son of a sister. The piesent 
tomb was built in 1014 A. H. (1605 A. D.) by Am&d.- 
uddin Llasan in the reign of Jahdngir and this date occurs in 
an inscription under the dome and over the red sand-stone 
screens.! The outer room of the tomb is 30 feet long and 


* English translation of the inscription : — 

There is no other Ged but God, and Muhammad is his Prophet. 

This tablet conferred honour ou Earth, 

In the reign of the Emperor Bihar, Gbizi. 

Mfr Khusrau, King of the kingdom of words ; 

The limits of [all] knowledge and the river of plenty ; 

His prose draws the heart of men, even more than the water of Eden ; 

Mis poetry is clearer than the pnre9t [of pure] water ; 

[He is] Better than the Bulbul, the singer of thousand songs ; 

[A] Parrot, sugar tongued [and] unequalled. 

[To learnl the data of his death 
I put tny head on the knees of thought ; 

One date [occurs] in [the word] PcerU*$ ; 

The other in, Parrot Sugar-tonjued 1 

The tablet of my dust-made body does not bear the record of [a] meeting with 
my beloved. 

My.uuwrilten tablet is the sign of my love [which is yet] pure. 

Mehdi Khw6jah is a 3ayyad of power and dignity, 

[And) the founder of this unequalled and unapproached [edifice.] 

To [the question] that was put [to me] regarding the date of the foundation of 
this [tomb] 

i said : [this is due to] the great energy of Mehdi Khw4jah. 

' 14 The sweet drink of love is in your cup, 

Your friend is constantly seuding messages to you. 

The line of Farid [Shakr Ganjl is arranged by you, 

Aud hence you are called Niz&ni. (a) 

Immortal is thy servant Khusrau, 

Because he is & thousand times your slave.* 

My name is pure, O great Khw&jah, 

S i consists of] two sAItim, two ldms f two qd/$ t two jims (b) 
you can discover my name in these letters, 

I will regard yon as a man of wisdom. 

The writer of the above is the grandson of Shaikh Farid Shakr GanJ. 
t English translation of the inscription :— 


(a) The arranger. 

(b) Two thini are equal to a khe, two lamt to a «»j, two qaft to a re • •• 

to a wau ; the *cond letters in Persian epelt Khusrau. ST • rr , two ;u«. 
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22 feet broad ; the inner room is an oblong of 15 feet by 12 
feet ; on each of its four sides, there are three windows covered 
with screens of marble lattice work with the exception of the 
centre panel of the northern wall in which a slab of marble is 
put. In the centre of the southern wall is the door-way, 
about feet high and 3 feet wide. The roof of the 
tomb is surmounted by a bier-shaped dome of stone and 
mortar, with a masonry pinnacle at each end. 

The tomb of Khusrau is tenderly cared for by the people 
of Nizam-uddfn, and although the Qoran is not read here as 
in the tomb of the Aulfa, the grave : "the poet is approached 
with much reverence, and offerings are made to it by the 
pious. 

The anniversary of the death of Khusrau, and the 5th 
day of Basanth (spring) are celebrated here by large gather¬ 
ings of people from Delhi, and the neighbouring villages. 


The tomb of ’Azam Khan —On the south-east of Nizdm- 
uddin’s tomb is the mausoleum of Shams-uddin Muhammad, 
surnamed Atgah Khan, who received the title of ’Azam Khan 
from Akbar on the occasion of his victory over Bairam Khan 
near Ju 11 under. He was present with the Moghal army when 
Hum&yun was defeated by the Pathans at Kanauj (947 A.H.) 
and helped the Emperor in his flight from the field of battle. 
Hum&yun rewarded Shams-uddin, and appointed his wife 
wet-nurse to Prince Akbar. When the Moghals recovered Delhi 
from the Sur Kings, Shams-uddin received the title of Atgah 
(foster-father) Khan. After Bair dm Khan’s fall, Atgah 
Khan was appointed Governor of the Punjab ; after a short stay 


Winch was built by Tdher ; 

Eternal blessing is found here ! 

The date of its foundation was given by wisdom : 

Say to the tomb. It is a place of secrets. M 

The author of this writing and the founder of tlua bnilding, filler, Muham¬ 
mad ’Amid-mldiii Hasan, son of Sultau’Ali SabzwArl, Hijri 1014. 

May God forgive him iiis sins and conceal his faults. 

Engraver : Abdul Nabi, sou of Hi-rib. 

Nht-u.ldlu^H.himmad, iu the reign of the Emperor, Protector ofmankind^ 
Abul Mu/.atfar Badshah-i-Adil JahAngir GhAzf. May^God perpetuate his ki e d 
and his reign, and extend over mankind Ins peace and benevolence. 
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afc Lahore, he returned to Agra and acted as the Vakil or 
Chancellor of the Empire, superseding M’unim Khdn, a 
minister of vast experience and one of the most influential 
nobles of the Court of Akbar. At the instigation of M’unim 
Khan, the Atgah was assassinated by Adham Khdn, a brave 
but turbulent man, who bad more than once incurred the 
displeasure of Akbar. On the 12th of Ramzan 969 ^A. H.~] 
(1566 A. D.) when M’unim Khan, Atgah Khan, and several 
other grandees, were transacting business at night in the 
state hall of the Palace at Agra, Adham Khdn attended by 
some followers suddenly entered the room. All rose to greet 
him, when Adham Khdn struck the Atgah with his dagger, 
and told one of his companions to dispatch him with his 
sword. Adham Khan was killed by the order of Akbar for 
the murder of his foster-father. The body of Atgah Khdn was 
removed to Delhi and buried in the village of Nizam-uddln 
within 20‘ yards of the tomb of the Aulid. In the year 974 
A. H. (1566 A. D.) a tomb was built over the remains of 
Atgah Khan by his second son, Mirzd Aziz Kukaltash Khdn. 
Ihe following inscription on marble is put over the door of 
the tomb :—“ This noble edifice was finished in the year 974 
[A. H."] under the superintendence of Ustdd Ahmad Qulf.” 


Although small in size, as regards the general effect of the 
colours used in its decoration, it is one of the prettiest tombs 
in Delhi ; but it is little known to European travellers, and, 
so far as I am aware of, has never been noticed by any of 
them. The tomb is about 30 feet square ; from the floor 
to the top of the roof it is 30 feet high, and from the top of 
the roof to the top of the dome 24 feet more, thus giving the 
whole building a height of. 54 feet The four sides of the 
tomb being alike iu every respect, a description of one 
would apply to the rest. In the centre of the wall is a 
two feet deep recessed arch, about 30 feet high and 
11 feet brqad; in the wall of this arch is the door of the 
tomb, about 7 feet high and 4 feet wide ; just over the door is 
a slab of marble almost vellow with age, containing the inscrip¬ 
tion which I have already translated. The rest of the wall is 

^ n *?f. nted , wlt 5 1 1 far ? cy Patterns, inlaid with red and blue-stone 
<m white and y u ell ? W,9h marble - Tbe rectangular lines which 

and he ed TeCe T u re d ° uble bands of wllite marble 
and red sand-stone, and the spandrels are profusely decorated 

with fancy b osses and fo liage inlaid w ith coloured sWs 

• £ioehio*nn. ~ 
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Parallel to these bands is a broader band of marble, and the 
two enclose a space about eighteen inches wide, engraved with 
verses from the Qoran. On the two corners of the broader 
bands, which rise to the roof of the building there were small 
marble minarets. The bands, however, do not spring from the 
floor of the tomb but from a height of about 5 feet from it; 
a blocking-course, about 5 feet from the floor, which goes round 
the building gives the lower portion of the tomb the appear¬ 
ance of a platform supporting a superst.ruotnre. '1 he bands 
spring from this blocking-course, under which the wall is cut 
off in panels and ornamented with coloured marble and stone, 
like the rest of the building. 

The centre of the tomb is surmounted with a Moghal 
marble dome which springs from a 6 feet high cylindrical mar¬ 
ble neck inlaid with red sand-stone. The pinnacle of the dome 
was destroyed by a storm not long ago. 

On either side of the centre arch the walls are about two 
feet lower than the roof of the arch and are about half its 
widtli; the top of the roof is protected by a narrow orna¬ 
mental balustrade, underneath which is a narrow oblong 
panel, which adds to the effect of a small recessed arch standing 
on the blocking-course. The arched recesses are of red sand¬ 
stone, here and there inlaid with marble ; the rectangular 
bands which enclose these arches are of marble. In the 
lower portion of the building marble ornaments preponderate 
and a free use is made of black slate and red sand-stone. 

The four corners of the tomb are recessed and each contains 
two slim but elegant marble pilasters one standing over "the 
other. The floor of the tomb is paved with white marble, inlaid 
with stripes of black slate ; the pavement in front of the 
tomb, for a distance of 6 yards round it, is of red-stone, ihlaid 
with white marble bands in the form of pointed octagons. 

The present condition of this tom!) is very unsatisfactory; 
it is hardly possible to believe that its inner walls were left 
in their present bare state, exposing to view a rough surface of 
stone and mortar. The care which provided the roof with 
marble water spouts, would not have so thoroughly neglected 
the inside of the tomb. The mausoleum contains three graves ; 
that in the centre belongs to Atgah Khdn, on its left is lhe 
grave of his wife Ji Ji Anagah, but the grave on its right 

has not been identified. 
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The Chaus&t Khambah,* or the tomb of Mirza Aziz 

Kukaltaeh —About 20 yards from the tomb of 'Azam 
Kh£n is buried the body of his son Mirzd Aziz Kukal- 
lash, the foster brother of the Emperor Akbar, and one 
of the most influential members of his Council. After 
the murder of his father by Adham Khan, the Emperor 
took charge of Mirza Aziz. The career of Azfz Kukal- 
tash was a chequered one ; he was remarkable alike for 
the eminence which he had attained and tbe disgrace 
'which he had endured. He governed the foremost 
provinces of the empire, and was successful in suppressing 
a formidable rebellion, but he had also experienced the infamy 
of penal servitude and political degradation. On the death of 
Ako ar, he joined the cause of Khusrau against that of his 
father, Jahangir, and although he was reconciled to Jalidngfr 
and was even honoured with official advancement, his early 
misconduct was never forgotten. 6 Aziz Kukaltash was 
appointed At&lfq to one of the grandsons of Jahangir, whom 
he accompanied to Gujrat, and died at Ahmed&bdd in the 
year 1033 A. H. (1624 A. D.). His body was brought to 
Delhi and buried in the village of Nizdm-uddin, near the 
graves of his father, and of the Aulla. 

The tomb of Mirzi Aziz is popularly known as the 
Chausat Khambah. It is a 69 feet square hall of sixty-four 
pillars, stands 22 feet high, and was built by the Mirza 
during his life time. The pillars, screens, floor and ceiling of 
the tomb are all of marble. The pillars are erected in the 
following order : on each corner of the hall there is a group 
of four pillars, closely put together ; between the pillars ou the 
corners, on each side of the tomb, there is a row of four double 
pillars, supporting groined marble arches, and making a total 
of 48 outer pillars. There are sixteen inner pillars in four 
rows of four each ; they stand in the same line with the double 
pillars. The inner pillars are twelve feet apart, and the 64 pil¬ 
lars, in groups of fours, support twenty-five small domes 
which cover twenty-five very elegant groined arches. The 
capital and base of every pillar is decorated with very simple 
foliage, while the shaft is beautifully polished. The outer 
pillars are connected by marble screens ten feet high, some 
pierced with lattice work, and others divided into 18 inches- 
square panels. The arches above the screens are open. 
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There are lour entrances to the hall through the middle 
arch on each of its four sides; a skeleton iron door, through 
which the whole of the inside of the touib may be seen, was 
put in by the local Executive Engineer. The roof is protected 
by a perforated parapet, underneath which is a deep weather¬ 
ing resting on plain corbels. The pandrels of the outer arches 
partake of the simple character of the rest of the building, 
having no more elaborate decoration than a plain flat boss on 
a polished marble surface. 

A very small portion of the floor of the tomb is covered 
with red-stone ; in some places the marble screens which 
had suffered from decay were repaired with whitish sand¬ 
stone. 


Entering the tomb through its eastern door, we have the 
hall before us divided into five open compartments by four 
rows of pillars. The first and second compartments are not 
occupied ; in the third are the graves of Mfrza Aziz s elder 
brother Yusuf Muhammad Khan, and his nephew ; m the 
fourth is the grave of Mirza Aziz KukalOsh, and at Ins feet 
that of his second nephew ; in the fifth compartment is the 
crrave of the widow of Mfrza Aziz, and in us northern corner, 
railed off from the rest of the graves, is that of another 
nephew of the Mirza. The rest of the graves belong to 
members of the Kukaltdsl, family. Altogether, there are ten 
CTaves in the Chausat Kbambah. The inscnption on the 

monument over Mfrza Aziz records the name of the Mfrza 

and 1 the date of his death, “ 1033 Hijri," but the monument 
Self is quite a work of art; it is casket-shaped, and its 
foliage decoration is almost, perfect ; leaves, buds, flowers and 

asfft 's-i tp X- 

tion, and its embossed ornaments will last longer. 

’ The exterior view of the Chausat Khambah is by no means 
very striking, but ^interior-ofJ.be weU - 

chaste style in whl ° , pgautiful screens which enclose. 

b - utifui sight The 
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appearance of the intenor of the building is soft and de¬ 
licate, and in this respect it stands unrivalled, and loses 
nothing when compared with the magnificent elaboration of 
the halls of Shah Jabdn in Modern Delhi. Under the shadow 
of the Chausat Khambah, are the graves of the daughters 
and wives of Bahadur Shdh, the last king of Delhi 


The tomb of Shaikh Sallah-uddin. —Shaikh Sallah- 

uddin, one of the disciples of Shaikh Sadr-uddm, died at 
Delhi and was buried within a mile of the village of Khirki. 
The tomb which now stands over his grave was built in the 
year 754 A. H. (1353 A D.) Sallah-uddin was a man of 
learning and piety, and had the reputation of being a stern 
moralist He was the contemporary and neighbour of Nasir- 
uddin Chiragli Delhi. He lived in the reign of Muhammad 
Shah Tughlaq, to whom the moralist used to administer 
severe rebukes. The king is said to have taken the lec¬ 
tures kindly, and, considering the character of the man, the 
forbearance was not unlikely due to fear. 


The tomb of Sallah-uddin stands in the midst of the 
ruins of buildings, which were once attached to it ; it is a 
single domed room, 19 feet square and 25 feet high, built of 
stone and mortar, and faced with red sand-stone. It stands on 
a platform 33 feet square, and about 4 feet from the ground. 
The dome on the grave is supported by twelve pillars of 
stone, about 10 feet high and are connected with red sand¬ 
stone lattice work. Between the two centre pillars on 
the east is the door of the tomb. The grave is built 
of marble and is 8 feet long, 4 feet broad,. and 1 foot hi<rii. 
It is enclosed by red-stone railings 1/ foot hio-h, and 
from the centre of the ceiling an inverted y cup is suspended 
over it. The dome, which stands on the roof of the tomb is 
of the Tughlaq style, it is built of sand-stone covered with 
plaster ; it springs from a three feet high cylinder and is sur- 
mounted by a 4 feet high copper gilt pinnacle. The Maajid 
attached to the tomb is now in ruins ; and so are also its 
MajUs Khdnah or the assembly rooms. In two. other domed 

SW*"** n thl ® u T ? t K e 1 ^ raves of descendants of 

arid Shakr G&nj and SaUUdi-uddin. 
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Kushak Anwar or Mehndian. —Close to the district jail 
of Delhi, and between its Turkman and Delhi gates, are 
the ruins of a building, which have much exercised the minds 
of local antiquarians. This Kushak stood within the walls of 
Firoz&b&d. It is not easy to assign any object in the 
construction of such a building. For the purposes of a resi¬ 
dence it must have been perfectly useless ; that it could have 
answered any other useful purpose it is difficult to say. On a 
chabtitrah, about 118 feet long, 88 feet broad, and 12 feet 
from the level of the ground, there were five pavilions, one 
on each corner of the platform and a fifth in the centre. The 
masonry floor of the chabutrah may still be seen in some 
places. Of the corner pavilions only one now remains ; 
the rest may be noticed from their ruins. These pavilions 
were round, with a circumference of about 60 feet, and were 
about 20 feet high. 

Syud Ahmed Kh&n does not assign this building to 
Firoz Shah Tughlaq, but he does not think it unlikely that it 
was built in the reign of that king, in the year 755 A. H. 
(1354 A. D.). This Kushak is not generally known, and the 
authorities who notice it do not account for its names. 


Buli Bhatiari ka MahaL —For an account of this curious 
building I have to rely entirely on tradition. It is about 2 miles 
from the Ajmer gate of Modern Delhi The house which 
gives its name to the locality is an oblong of 148 feet by 
92 feet, and was occupied by one Bti’all Khan Bhatti, whom 
the natives of the place have converted into Biili Bhatidn. 
The house stands on a bund still in fair order although not 
used. It is 518 feet long, 17 feet broad and 22 feet 
hitrh The date of the building of the bund as given by 
Syud Ahmed Kbdn, is 755 A. H. (1354 A. D.) m the reign 

of Firoz Shkli Tughlaq. 


The City, Fort, and Palaces of Firoaabad—The cityof 

Firozabad was built in the year 755 A. H. t 1 . 354 "•) 

by Firoz Shah Tughlaq. The building materials used in 
the construction of the new city and its palaces were 
obtained from the old cities of Delhi; and considering that 
Qil’ah lUi Pithora, Slrl and Jahinpankh .were all equally 
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known as Delhi at that time, it is not easy to say which of these 
cities contributed most towards the building of the new capital. 

“ In this old city,** says Shama-i-Sirdj, “there were seven 
fortifications, built by tamous sovereigns; but these buildings 
were old and falling into decay, and they furnished an 
inexhaustible supply of bricks. The trader’s animals were 
sent to this place for a day by the government officials, and 
had to convey one load of bricks from thence to Firozdbdd.” 
“ The Sultan,” continues Shams* -3iraj, “having selected a 
site.at the village of Gawin [Gadipur ?] on the banks of the 
Jumna, founded the city of Firozdbdd before he went to 
Lakhnauti the second time. Here he commenced a palaca 
...and the nobles of his court having also obtained houses 
there, a new town sprang up, five kos distant from Delhi [the 
city of Rai Pithora. that is Old Delhi]. Eighteen places 
were included in this town, the Kasha of Indrapat, the 
sarai of Shaikh Malik Ydr Pardo, the sarai of Shaikh Abti 
Bakr Tusl, the village of Gawin, the land of Khetwara, 
the land of Jdhramat, the land of Andhauali, the land of 
the sarai of Malik, the land of the tomb of Sultan Raziya, 
the land of Bhari, the land of Mahrola, and the land of 
Sultanpur. So many buildings were erected that from the 
kasha of Indrapat to the Kushak-i-Shikar, five kos apart, all 
the land was occupied. There were eight public mosques, 

and one private mosque.The public mosques were each 

large enough to accommodate 10,000 supplicants.” 


T £? r ® * re n,ins indicate tho shape of the city o 
Flroz Shah but, like most of the capital cities in its neighbour 
hood, it was very probably a half hexagon, with the base 
tacmg the river; the extent of the city is very fairly described 

r amS ^" S , 1 i r ? J * 11 was more than double the size 

of Modern Delhi, or Shahjahdndbdd, that is, about six milee 

from Indrapat to Kushak-i-Shikdr, and over two miles from 

the river to the village of Hauz Khas, including a very 
considerable portion of Modern Delhi, viz, the Mahal^S 
known as Buln.uh Khdnah, Turkman Darwdzah, and Bhoila 
Pahar. We may have some idea of its grandeur from the 

thekina o f / a i atla v!; Ulldin ^ which it was adorned by 

the king and his nobles , it contained eight mosques three 

palaces a hunting box (Shikargah), numerous larg^ building 

and out of the 120 rest houses which Firoz Shah built°in 
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Delhi and Ffrozabdd we may safely suppose that more than 
half must have been erected in the capital. 

“ During the forty years of the reign of the excellent 
Sultan Firoz,” says Shams-i-Sirdj, “ people used to go for 
pleasure from Delhi to Ffrozabdd, and from Ffrozabdd to 
Delhi, in such numbers, that every kos of the five kos between 
the two towns swarmed with people, as with ants or locasts. 
To accommodate this great traffic, there were public carriers 
who kept carriages, camels, horses, which were ready for hire 
at a settled rate, every morning after prayers . . palankin 

bearers were also ready to convey .passengers . . There 

was also plenty of porters ready for employment by any one 
and they earned a good livelihood.” The same authority 
tells us that, “ so many buildings were erected that from the 
Kasha of Indrapat to the Kushak-i-Shikar, five kos apart, all 
the land was occupied.” General Cunningham considers it 
‘ very improbable that the entire space was actually occupied,” 
but those who have had experience of overcrowded Indian 
cities would hardly share the General’s doubt. “ But even 
if thinly inhabited,” writes General Cunningham, “ the 
population of Firozabad could not have been less than that 
of Shahjahanabad, as it was more than double its size. The 
number of inhabitants would, therefore, have been about 

150,000.” 


Of the palaces, Shams-i-Sirdj gives the following names 
and description:—“One was the Mahad-a-sahan-i-gilin- I the 
palace of the clayey-court] It was also called Mahal-i-dikh, 
i e. the Mahal-i-Angur or paluce of grapes. The second was 
called Mahal-i-chhuja-i-chobm [palace of the wooden gallery']. 
The third was the Mahal-i-bar-i-am, or palace of the pubhc 
court, and it was also called Sahn-i-miydnagi, the central 
quadrangle. The first palace was appropriated to the reception 
of the Khans, inaliks , amirs, officials and distinguished literary 
men The Mahal-i-chhaja-i-chohvn was for the reception of 
the principal personal attendants. The palace of the 
Sahn-i-Miyinagl was used for general reception. Jhe 
ruins of these peaces have not been identified. Firozdbud 
continued to be the mosi important city on the right bank of 
the Jumna till the foundation Skerprh by Sher Shfih 
« the destroyer of cities and palaces. When Timtir invaded 
Delhi, he encamped in front of the mam gate of the city of 
Firoz Sh&h, and in front of this gateway, ibralnm Dodi 
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put up the figure of a brazen bull which he had brought from 
Gwalior, after the conquest of that fort. The site of this 
gate is not known. 

Of the palaces enumerated by Shams-i-Sirdj we have lost 
all means of identity, but of the building called the Kushak 
Firoz Shall, which is also known as Kotlah Firoz Shdh, we may 
mark the site with confidence, but we have neither the help of 
history, tradition, nor of architectural remains to indicate its 
exact size or shape.* The citadel was probably a parallelopi- 
pedon, with a circular bastion at each angle and a gateway in 
the centre of each line, with two round towers pierced with 
loopholes for purposes of defence; the height of the walls 
wherever they still exist is 60 feet, and in the centre of the 
citadel are the Jdm’a Masjid of Firozdbdd, and the pyramid of 
cells on which Firoz Shdh erected Asoka's pillar. In 
1850, the following ruins were noticed on the site of 
Firozdbdd :—1st, the palace i. e., the Kotlah or the Kushak 
of Firoz Shah ; 2nd, a mass of ruined buildings, nearly to 
the south of the palace. 3rd, 4th, and 5th, three rained 
buildings, of which two are tombs and the third part of some 
edifice ; 6th, the Kushak Anwar or the Mehndidu ; 7th, a 
small mosque ; 8th, apparently a dwelling house, the property 
of some person of consequence; 9th, the Kabm or Kali 
Masjid; 10th, the lime kiln mosque, and 11th, a doubtful 
building, which probably was not within the precinctB of the 
city. 


“ The palace of Firozabdd,” says Cunningham, “ which 
formed also the citadel of the new city, was strongly fortified 
with massive stone walls and towers of more than Egyptian, 
slope. One of the gateways, whmh still exists, between- the 
well-known Lai Darwaza and Firoz Shah’s pillar, is a fine 

specimen of this bold, but rude architecture.” 

• 

“There were three tunnels in this citadel wide enough to 
allow the ladies of the Sultan’s family to travel through it 
in conveyances. One communicated with the river and 
was five zarib long; another with the Kusbak-i-Sbikar and 


... * Sh*ms-i-Sirfj describe* tbi* palace in one place “ a* the' *»., 
b&d, and in nnothtr a* * the Koahak in the middle of that town"." 


Ktuhak of Ffrozd- 
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was two kos long, and the third in the direction of Qilah 
Rai Pithora, about five kos long.” Within a few yards 
on the north of Hindu Hilo’s house on the ridge, is a deep 
hollow, and on its northern side there are two low openings 
together forming one entrance, which seem to lead into a tunnel. 
The people in the neighbourhood also point out an air shaft 
about 150 feet to the north of the entrance. All attempts to 
explore the tunnel have hitherto failed. 

In the palace of Firoz Shah there are two objects of more 
than ordinary historical interest : the first is the Jdm’a Masjid 
of Firozabad, and the second the column of Asoka. 


The mosque was built in the year 755 A. H. (1354 A. 
D.) by Firoz Shdh, and must have been a building of great im¬ 
portance and beauty, as Timur had not only his khutbah read 
here, but he took a model of it home to build a similar mosque 
in his own capital. The mosque was built with the materials 
commonly in use in the reign of Firoz Shah; quartzose 
sandstone and mortar forming the walls, all cementing is done 
with chunam and the whole edifice is plastered over with 
the latter material. It is of the sloping style of architecture, 
■frith the simple style of column which accompanied it. 
The following is an epitome of the ^report of a Committee, 
appointed by the Archaeological Society of Delhi in the 
year 1847, to conduct investigations into the supposed Jdm’a 
Masjid of Firozabad.* 


The mosque, having had to be built with regard to the 
Kabah of Mecca, is out of the square as regards the rest of the 
buildings in the citadel. The entrance to the mosque is to 
the north and not to the east as is usual with such entrances, 
on account of the proximity of the river to its eastern wall. 
Although this was the principal entrance to the interior of 
the mosque, access could also be had to its upper storey from 
without by four staircases in the wall, and running upwards 
from the lower storey or taikhdnali which could be entered 
through arched openings. Two of these staircases were in 
the northern wall, east and west of the main entrance, and 
two in the southern wall, corresponding exactly with the 


# I iegret to add that the valuable plaits which accompanied this report 
estroyed m the mutiny of 1857. 


were 
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others. It is believed from the ruins which once covered 
the ground in front of the gateway of the mosque, that it was 
connected with the building of Asoka’s pillar by a bridge. 

The gateway is a square domed projecting tomb-like 
building with three exterior and one interior doorways ; these 
are believed to have been narrowed and shortened by stone 
side pillars and lintels, supported by, brackets, certainly not 
elegaut. This part of the building may be said, as compared 
with the rest, as in the most complete state of repair, though 
the carved stone work of the doorways has been removed by 
.the men of the neighbourhood. On proceeding through the 
inner doorway into the main body of the room, nothing was 
to be seen but the western, northern and southern walls, 
with recesses proving the previous existence of arches, sepa¬ 
rated by windows along the whole length to the north and 
the south ; the northern and western walls were complete to 
the roof, and in their whole length ; the southern is broken off 
at the eastern or river extremity to the extent of about 20 
feet; this ha3 a breach from top to bottom, about 25 feet 
wide at the western extremity, adjoining the western wall. 
The piece corresponding with this breach in the northern 
wall is entire, or much that is now clear in that part ot the 
building would have been inexplicable. In this corresponding 
piece are the remains of the arches supporting the roof pro¬ 
jecting farther than in any other part; and in one or two 
places are the usual round plaster ornaments of the time, with 
the creed in the centre. When this report was made, the 
whole area was covered deep with debris. A well was found 
nearly in the centre of the court of the mosque open to a 
depth of about 25 feet 

Between the arches and the windows that pierced the 
northern and southern walls, were traces of the previous exis¬ 
tence of pilasters, and in one or two places the semi-pedestals 
were still to be seen. 

In the N. W. angle was found a staircase, turning round 
from the floor of the secondary corner apartment—to be ex¬ 
plained hereafter—into the northern wall, and on to the roof; 
and also a few steps to the left leading into a narrow passage, 
carried along the whole length of the western wall to the 
south-east angle, where it terminated in steps, leading to 
the upper apartment in that corner. Under the upper storey 
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is a series of apartments, complete to the north and west, and 
nearly so to the south ; these are connected with the exterior by 
arched doorways, and with the upper storey by the four stair¬ 
cases already mentioned. The apartments to the east, facing 
the river, have been broken off, some altogether, some only in 
part. From these, in the southern and northern walls, under 
the upper flight to the east, a second set of steps leads down 
into a large verandah, quite entire, and nearly on a level with 
the river at high water, but which seems not to have been 
carried round the other three sides. 


The Committee seem to have entertained some doubt as, 
to whether the well referred to in tli ir report was a well 
after all, and not a shaft sunk to support the foundation 
of the dome erected over it. This was the octagonal 
dome on the eight sides of which Firoz Shtih had put 
marble slabs, on which was engraved a precis of Fatuh&t-i-Firoz 
Shuhi, or the victories of Firoz Shah. No inscription of any 
sort or kind was discovered by the Committee of the Arche¬ 
ological Society ; if marble inscriptions were really ever put up 
in the dome over the w'ell or shaft, they have been removed, 
as well as the square pillars on which the dome rested. Of 
the existence of the dome there can be no doubt, as six of the 
eicrht capitals peculiar to pillars supporting domes were found 
lytn* around the mouth of the well. When the lower arches 
of the western wall were cleared out, it became evident that 
there had been in either angle to the westward an upper 
apartment raised about six feet above the mam floor These 
two rooms had been accessible by a flight of steps m the wall, 
and that occupying the space of three arches on either side, 
thev left five in the centre as the western termination of the 

grandson, Shah Jahan tn 1 ^ not only whlt ewashed 

aSvKTSS'S-*- ””“ p 

in the year 1741 A. D. 
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Asoka's Lat —The next object of interest in the palace 
of Firoz Shih is the pillar on which Asoka, king of Magadha, 
published his tolerant edicts to the world. It was put up here 
by Firoa Shdh, in the year 757 A. H. (1356 A. D.) It stands 
on a pyramidal building of rubble stone, with domes of rubble 
stone irregularly set in mortar of admirable quality, and 
arches with ribs.* 

The pyramid consists of terraces standing on an exterior 
platform, on the top-most of which the pillar stands ; these 
terraces have cells with arches all round.t I agree with Mr. 
Begiar that there was not another storey over the highest 
storey now in existence ; the presence of two stumps of pillars 
near the edge of the upper-most storey does not argue, as a 
matterof even strong probability, that they were parts of pillar- 
supports, but I am of opinion, that the addition of another 
storey which would serve to dwarf the size of the pillar would 
be an ill advised addition for men who were setting up a lofty 
monument to the glory of their king. The fact that the domes 
over the four corner towers of the third storey are on a level 
with the present main roof, is decidedly in favour of the 
theory that the building was never higher than it is now. 
“ Vertically beneath the base of the pillar, a gallery has been 
broken through in the top-most storey, disclosing a sort of 
rough chamber, covered by a rubble dome 4 feet in diameter, 
on which consequently, the entire weight of the pillar rests. 

Asoka, king of Magadha, subsequently known as Dham- 
m&soka, was the son of Bindusara, and grandson of Chandra 
Gupta, “ the king of Hindusthan, from Kashmir to 
Kanauj.” He was born in the orthodox faith, and was a 
worshipper of Shiva, but became a convert to Bhuddism, 
and a powerful propagandist of his new faith. He com¬ 
memorated his conversion and his desire that his new faith 
should be spread over his empire, by the promulgation of 


* Begiar. 

+ Muhammad Ante. Razi in hia Haft-t-KmUm, describes the pillar, aa it was in 
the time of Akhu., as stand mg on a house three-etoreyed high, being “ a monolith of 
red-stone tapenn« upw*rda.' r “The three storeys," says Franklin, “ were partly 

a menagerie, and partly an anary.’ From where this idea was got hold of. I am 
unable to say. 9 

I Begiar. 
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edicts which still stand as undying memorials of his faith, 
on granite pillars which were erected from Kabul to Orissa. 
Asoka is the Piyadasf of the pillar inscriptions and Pali 
records ; the contemporary of Antiochus Theos, and his age 
may be placed between 325--200 B. C. 

The pillar under notice is a sand-stone monolith. 42 feet 
7 inches high, of which the upper portion of 35 feet is polished 
and the rest is left rough ; the buried portion of the pillar is 
4 feet 1 inch long.* Its upper diameter is 253 inches and its. 
lower diameter 38 8 inches, the diminution being -39 inches 
per fnot.t The pillar is supposed to weigh 27 tons. The 
colour of the stone is pale pink, having black 6pots outside, 
something like dark quartz. The usual amount of inaccura¬ 
cies has found its way in the measurements of this pillar : 
Major Burt, who examined it in 1837, gives its length as 
about 35 feet, and diameter as 3£ feet ; Franklin gives 50 
feet as its length ; Von Orlich, 42 feet; William Finch, 24 
feet ; Shams-i-Siraj, 24 gaz or 34 feet, and its circumference 
10 feet. As regards the material of the monolith and the in¬ 
scriptions it bears, some very curious mistakes have also been 
ma>.e : the Danish Councillor, de Laet, describes it as “a 
very high obelisk (as some affirm) with Greek characters 
and placed here (as it is believed) by Alexander the Great 
the eccentric Tom Coryat also ascribes the pillar to Alexan¬ 
der and describes it as “ brazen the confiding Chaplain 
Edward Terry, who was so charmed with Coryat’s impro¬ 
bable stories, improves on his informant and calls it a “ very 
great pillar of marble” of Alexander the Great; but strange 
to say, that the observant Bishop Heber describes it as a 
pillar of “cast metd,” and, that the description was not an 
ordinary slip of the pen, is evident from the fact that the 
Bishop refers to it, to explain the material of the i ron Pillar, 
both being, in his lordship’s opinion, of “ cast metal." 

When Timur visited Firozdbad and saw the pillar in Firo- 
zdbdd and in the Kushak Shikar, “ he declared that of all the 
countries he had traversed he had never seen any monument 
comparable to those,” and the praise lavished on them 
by contemporary writers is equally warm and extravagant. 

* Beglar. 

f Cunningham. 
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The transport of the pillar from Naliera, a village on the 
bank of the Jumna, in the vicinity of Khizr&bad, about 120 
miles from Delhi must be given in the words of the historian, 
Shams-i*Sir£j, who was 12 years of age when the pillar was 
erected in Ffrozabad.* 


“ After Sultan Ftroz returned.from his expedition against 
Thatta, he often made excursions in the neighbourhood of 
Delhi In this part of the country there were two stone 
columns. One was in the village of Tobra, in the district 
(Shikk) ot Salaura and Khizr&b&d, in the hills (koh-payah) ; 
the other in the vicinity of the town of Mirat. These 
columns had stood in those places from the days of the Pan¬ 
da vas, but had never attracted the attention of any of the 
kings who sat upon the throne of Delhi, till Sultan Firoz 
noticed them, and, with great exertion, brought them away. 
One was erected in the palace (Kushk) at Pirozdbid, near the 
Masjid-i-Jdm’a, and was called the Mindra-i-Zarin, or golden 
column, and the other was erected in the Kushk-i-Shikar, or 
Hunting-palace, with great labor and skill. The author has 
read in works of good historians, that these columns of stone 
had been the walking sticks of the accursed Bhim, a man of 
great- stature and size. The annals of the infidels record that 
this Bhim used to devour a thousand man of food daily, and 
no one could compete with him. In his days all this part 
of Hind was peopled with infidels, who were continually 
fighting and slaying each other. Bhim was one of five 
brothers, but he was the most powerful of them all. He was 
generally engaged in tending the herds of cattle belonging to 
his wicked brothers, and he was accustomed to use these two 
stone pillars as sticks to gather the cattle together. The size 
of the cattle in those days was in proportion to that of other 
creatures. These five brothers lived near Delhi, and when 
Bhim died, these two columns were leftjstanding as memorials 
of him. ^ When Ffroz Shkh first beheld these columns, he was 
filled with admiration and resolved to remove them with 
greater care as trophies to Delhi” 


.. “ ““S** “ ®° from Delhi, in the vicinity of 

the hills. When the Sultan visited that district, ^and 



132 


-vsoka’s lat. 


saw the column in the village of Tabra, he resolved to 
remove it to Delhi, and there erect it a9 a memorial 
to future generations. After thinking over the best means 
of lowering the column, orders were issued ’ commanding 
the attendance of all the people dwelling in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, within and without the Doab, and all soldiers, both 
horse and foot. They were ordered to bring all implements 
and materials suitable for the work. Directions were issued 
for bringing parcels of the cotton of the Sembal (silk 
cotton tree). Quantities of this silk cotton were placed round 
the column, and when the earth at its base was removed, it 
fell gently over on the bed prepared for it. The cotton was 
then removed by degrees, and after some days the pillar lay 
safe upon the ground. When the foundations of the pillar 
were examined, a large square stone was found as a base, 
which also was taken out. The pillar was then encased from 
top to bottom in reeds, and raw skins, so that no damage 
might accrue to it. A carriage, with forty-two wheels, was 
constructed, and ropes were attached to each wheel. Thousands 
of men hauled at every rope and after great labor and diffi¬ 
culty the pillar was raised on to the carriage. A strong rope 
was fastened to each wheel, and 200 men pulled at each of 
these ropes. By the simultaneous exertions of so many 
thousand men, the carriage was moved, and was brought to 
the banks of the Jumna. Here the Sultan came to meett it 
\ number of large boats had been collected, some of which 
could carry 5,000 and 7,000 maunds of grain, and the least of 
them 2,000 maunds. The column was very ingeniously trans¬ 
ferred to these boats, and was then conducted to Firoxabfid, 
where it was landed and conveyed into the Kushk with infinite 

labor and skill.” 


“ At this time the author of this book was tweWe yesra of 
a<oe, and a pupil of the respected Mir Khdn. When the pillar 

was brought to the palace, a building was ‘ 

reception near -the Jim'a Hasjid, and the most.skitful architects 
and workmen were employed. It was constructed of stone 
and chunam, and consisted of several stages or steps (poshish). 
When a step was finished the column was raise? on tod, 
another step was then built and the pillar was again ra sed, 
and so on in snccession until it reached the "ed height 
On am-' at this stage, other contrivance, had to be devise* 
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to place it in an erect position. Ropes of great thickness were 
obtained, and windlasses were placed on each of the six stages 
of the base. The ends of the ropes were fastened to the top 
of the pillar, and the other ends passed over the windlasses, 
which were firmly secured with many fastenings. The wheels 
were then turned, and the column was raised about half a 
gaz. Logs of wood and bags of cotton were then placed 
under it to prevent it sinking again. In this way by degrees, 
and in the course of several days, the column w r as raised to the 
perpendicular. Large beams were then placed round it as 
supports, until quite a cage of scaffolding was formed. Jt was 
thus secured in an upright position, straight as an arrow, 
without the smallest deviation from the perpendicular. The 
square stone, before spoken of, was placed under the pillar. 
After it was raised, some ornamental friezes of black and 
white stone were placed round its two capitals (do sar-i-an) 
and over these there was raised a gilded copper cupola called 
in Hindi Jcalas. The height of the obelisk was thirty-two 
gaz ; eight gaz was sunk in its pedestal, and twenty-four gaz 
was visible. On the base of the obelisk there were engraved 
several lines of writing in Hi li characters. Many Brahmans 
and Hindu devotees were iuvi.ed to read them, but no one 
was able. It is said that certain infidel Hindus interpret 
them, stating that no one should be able to remove the obelisk 
from its place till there should arise in the latter days \ 
Muhammadan king, named Sultan Firoz.” J 


When William Finch saw the pillar in 1611 A. D it 
had “ on the top a globe surmounted by a crescent.” its ^ilt 
pinnacle, which Shams-i-Sirdj also mentions, gave the piflar 
the name of Mtndr Zarin or the Golden Pillar 
top of the pillar has since been injured bv lirrhtni 6 

cannon balls. Besides several minor records of niffyi-im*^ °,4 
travellers, ranging from the first century of the ChnstSn Erl 
to the present century, the two most important in* ra 
on the pillar are, first that of king Asoka, containing bi« iP i*°f 8 
which were promulgated in the middle of the tl £ ,^ 18 e< h°ts, 

before Chris?, and Ire engraved The aneient Ta,i 

spoken language of the day ; the second, records in q i ^ 

ZrSrJLs; .Wa 

lndljV1 Lllla ; thla vrav ..graved 
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(1163 A. D.) in modern Nagri character. Ot the first Cun¬ 
ningham remarks, that it is the longest, the most important 
of all the pillar inscriptions of A soka ; he then continues: 
“ The alphabetical characters, which are of the oldest form 
that has yet been found in India, are most clearly and 
beautifully cut, and there are only a few letters of the whole 
record lost by the peeling off of the surface of the stone....The 
record consists ot four distinct inscriptions on the four sides 
of the column facing the cardinal points, and of one long 
inscription immediately below, which goes completely round 
the pillar....The last ten lines of the eastern face, as well as 
the whole of the continuous inscription round shaft are peculiar 
to the Delhi pillar. There is a marked difference also in the 
appearance of this part of the inscription. The characters 
are all thinner and less boldly cut, the vowel marks are 
generally sloping instead of being horizontal or perpendicular, 
and the letters j, t, s and Zi are differently found from those 
of the preceding part ot the inscription.”* 

The first four inscriptions are enclosed in frames and each 


* English translation of the inscription on the East face of the column : 

« Thu, spake king De.anao.my. Piyadaai .-In the twelfth year of my anoint, 
ment, a religious edict was published for the pleasure an<i profit of the world 
having destroyed that document, and regarding my former religion as nn, I now, for 

E^J^'SSS-Sr p^T^ii^'^omSgaLf in this 
27th year of my anointment. c f the olden time have 

shall religion increase ? . nre a«nt moment and the past 

“ Thus spake King Devanampiya Piyadaai .—-The the royal- 

have departed under the sameardeut^h^p . H o{ the lowly-bora, if 

born, may religion be increas^l Iiro gn tfa h tfae eviction of the high- 
religiou'thus increaseth, by how mu crease i (a) Among whomsoever the 

born, and their conversion shall ^'X^on oi vTrUy VirtuelalTthere increase 

name of God resteth, verily this is , - ._wherefore from this very hour 

“ Thus spake King Devanampiya ^ JjgioM, 

I have caused religious discourses to be preacnea , x ___ 

-^THTlaat word in the 11th line ia.a part ot tSTSTowing aentenca ■ 

\ / *rn nfilrB 


ataraon rfijannS, heaa hevam ichh fax. 
Cunningham read* atiiata a* atikantam. 
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is complete in itself. The four edicts are repeated verbatim 

observances, that mankind, having listened thereto shall be brought to foJlow in 
the right path, and give ylorj) unto God Agni ?* 

South face. 

“Thus spake King Devanampiya Piyadasi :—In the twenty-seventh year of 
my anointment. The following animals shall not be put to death ; the parrot, the 
maina (or thrush), the wild duck of the wilderness, the goose, the bull-faced owl, the 
vulture, the bat, the Ambalca, PiffU-a, the- raven, and the common crow, the 
Vcdavey/ah^ the adjutant , Son Kujamtiv<! % the Kadhat cu : /aka % the Vanasaizsimala* 
the Sandafca y the Ok tpada^ those that g> in pairs, the white dove and the domestic 
pigeon. Among all teur-footed beasts the following shall not be for food, they shall 
not be eaten : the she-goat of various kind ,, and the sheep, and the sow, either when 
heavy with young or when giving milk. Unbilled birds, 1 inis of every sort for the 
desire of their flesh, shall not be put to death. The sarue being alive shall not be 
injured, whether because «>f their uselessness, or for the sake of amusement they 
aboil not be injured. Animals that prey on life shall not be cherished. 

*• In the three four monthly periods (of the year) on the evening of the full 
moon, during the three (holy) days, namely, the fourteenth, the fifteenth, and the 
first day after conjunction, in the midst of the i v posat/ia ceremonies (or strict 
fasts) unbilled things (or live fish) shall not be exposed for sale. Yea, on these 
days, neither the snake tribe, nor the feeders on fish (alligators) nor any living 
beings whatsoever shall be put to death. 

“ On the eight days of the pafcha (or half month), on the fourteenth, on the 
fifteenth, on the days when the moon is in the mansions of tirsKa and Punarva- 
sunu ; on these several day* iu the three four monthly periods, the ox shall not be 
tended ; the goat, the sheep, and the pig, if indeed any be tended : (for domestic use) 
shall uot be tended. On the tvtha and the Punarvasuna of every four mouths, 
and, of every palsha or semi-lunation of the four months, it is forbidden to keep 
(for labour) either the horse or the ox.” 


West face. 

“ Thus spake King Piyadasi, beloved of the Gods In the twenty-seventh 
ye.y ° f n>y anointment, 1 have caused to be promulgated the following religious 
edict. My devotee in very many hundred thousand souls, having (now) attained 
unto knowledge ; I have ordained (the following) fines and punishments for their 
transgressions. Wherever devotees shall abide around, (or circumambulate) the 

holy hg trees for the performance of pious duties, the benefit and pleasure cf tho 

country, and its inhabitants shall be (in making) offering : and according to their 
?i r other ?’ ,se thev enjoy prosperity or adversity, and they shall give 
thanks for the coming of the faith. Whatever villages with their inhabitant may 

«n.| 0 f« , ” a,ntai "*d , for ^ 8nke of the wor ship, the devotees shall receive the 
same and for an example unto my people they shall follow after, or exorcise 
(aohtary) austenUes. And likewise, whatever blessing they shall pronounce, by 
these shaU my devotee-s accumulate for the worship <% Furthermore the j^ople 
shall attend in the night the great rnyroiafan tree and the holy - fig tree 

the great myrobalan. Pleasure d to 8 be eschewed 

S5afeSHSSBS3SSBM^ 

* The last line ends thus : -- 

Etam j'ane smla anupati pajisati 
. agnim namisatL 

Cunningham reads ajnim \a abhyum. 
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on the pillars at Allahabad, Mattia, Radhia aud the Kushak- 
Shikdr on the ridge near Delhi 

O 


shall bo the punishment of those malefactors deserving of imprisonment and execu¬ 
tion. Of those who commit murder on the highroad (dacoits 7) even none 
whether of the poor or of the rich shall be injured (tortured) on my three special 
days (t). Those guilty of cruelly beating or slaughtering living things, having 
escaped mutilation (through my clemency) shall give alms (as a deo-dand) and shall 
also undergo the penance of fasting. And thus it is my aesire that the protection 
of even the workers of opposition shall send to (the support of) the worship ; 
and (on the other hand) the people whose righteousness increades in every respect 
•hall spontaneously partake of my benevolence.” 

North face. 

44 Thus spake King Devanampiya Pyadasi :—In the twenty-seventh year of my 
anointment I have caused this religious edict to be published in writing. I ac¬ 
knowledge and confess the faults that have been cherished in my heart. From 
the love of virtue, by the aide of which all other things are as sins, from the strict 
scrutiny of sin, and from a fervent desire to be told of sin ; by the fear of sin and 
by vory enormity of sin—by these may my eyes be strengthened and confirmed (in 
rectitude). 

44 The sight of religion and the love of religion of their own accord increase and 
will ever increase, and my people whether of the laity, (grihist) or of the priesthood 
(ascetics) —aU mortal beings are knit together thereby, and prescribe to theinselvea 
the same path ; and above all having obtained the mastery over their passions, they 
become supremely wise- For this is indeed true wisdom. I t is upheld and bound 
by (it consists in) religion—by religion which cherishes, religion which teaches pious 
acts, religion that bestows (the only true) pleasure. 

44 Thus spake king Devanampiya Piyadasi :—In religion is the chief excellence, 
buUxeligion consists iugood works :—in the non-omission of many acts : mercy and 
charity, purity and chastity ;—(these are) to me the anointment of consecration. 
Towards the poor and the afflicted, towards bipeds and quadrupeds, towards the 
fowls of the air and things that move in the water*, manifold have been the beuevolent 
acts performed by me. Out of cousideration for thiugs ipanimate even many other 
excellent things have been done by me. To this purpose is the present edict promul¬ 
gated : let all pay attention to it (or take cognizance thereof): and let it endure for 
ages to come : aud he who acts in conformity thereto, the same shall attain eternal 

happiness, (or shall be united with sugato.) . . 

* Thus spake King Devanampiya Piyadasi Whatever appeareth to me 
to be virtuous and good, that is bo held to be good and virtuous by 
me, and not - the less if it have evil .tendency, is it acwunted for -evil by 
me or is it named amoDg the annare (the nine offences) 7 Lyes are given 
(to man) to distinguish between the two qualities (between right 
according to the capacity of the eyes so may they behoW. The following iu^ 
accounted among the nine minor transgressions : mischief, haul-heartednaB.^ 
piide, envy. These eril deeds of nine kinds shall on no account be> me °^ n< £ 
They should .be regarded as opposite (or prohibited). Let this (ordinance) b. 
impressed on my heart, let it be cherished with all my soul. 

Pound the Column. 

“ Moreover along with the increase of religion, opposition will increase : for 

hundred thousand souls) let these like , neople united in religion. 
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The second inscription belongs to the year 1164 A. D., 
and records the victories of King Vfsala Deva of Sakainbliari, 


have T 
tione 


in the faith.- and 


endowed establishments, appointed men very wise 
. for the faith. 

King Devaonrapiya Piyadaai again spake aa follows :—Along the highroads 
I have caused fig trees to be planted, that they may be for shade for animals and 
men : I have (also) planted mango trees : and at every half tas I have caused 
*el!fi to be constructed, and (resting-pi aces ?) for the night to be erected. And how 
many taverns (or ter a a) have been erected by me at various places, for the enter¬ 
tainment of man and beast ? so that people, finding the road to every species 

of pleasure and convenience in these places of entertainment, these new towns 
(ruiyapuri) rejoiceth under my rule, so let them thoroughly appreciate and follow 
after the same (system of benevolence). This is my object and thus have I done. 
Thus spake Kiug Devanampiya Piyadasi Let the priests deeply versed in the 
faitn (or let my doctrines ?) penetrate among the multitude of the rich capable of 
granting favots, and let them penetrate alike among the unbelievers, whether of 
ascetics or of householders: and let them pi jet rate into the assemblies (?) for my sake. 
Moreover let them for mv sake find their way among the brahmans and the most 
destitute: and among those who have abandoned domestic life, for my aake, let 
them peuetrate : and among various unbelievers for my sake let them find their 
way : yea, use your utmost endeavours among these several classes, that the wise 
men, the&e men learned in religion, (or these doctrines of my religion) may pene¬ 
trate amoog these respectively, as well as among all other unbelievers 

•* Thus spake King Devwiampiy* Pivadaai And let these (priests) and other* 
the most aktlftil m th<. sacred offices penetrating among the chantably disposed of 
my queens, and among all my secluded women discreetly and respectfully use 
their most P^amve efforts (at conversion), and acting on the heart and on the 
eyes of the children for my sake penetrate in like manner among the charitably 

*““? “ d P riac ^ toT purpose (of imparting) religious 
^ h If rel, S ,OU8 L '^ruction. And this is the tree religious 

m»n-r°!! 0 K m ° : * ud , ux , th *' (““nner) shall their influence and increasT^e 
manifest, by doing aervioe to father and mother by doing service to spiritual 
pastors ; by respectful demeanour to the aged and full of yearn-and by kEe^s 

^^ZmSst^tX' aDd 10 the **55?? 

apple of my eye (1) af te^fUrfb? alt th£ whVSvT Sen^ve, ,“*2“ 

the absolute jirohibitiouto put*to^death °* tt * D > though 

draweth brea^ For such^ l^fiL alUhif d^eTh.^ ^ ^J 08 °^ ht *5 
and their sons' sons -as lonsaath^a “ “V « ndure 10 sons, 

follow its injunctions and bf obedient thereto—and^it^hadm^^ let 

Five detached short lines. 

Ap^inS 1 *^ great truth (Mahamata) is 

fiftof the second princess (his) qu^n. Ani thefe° ^^IKichhf^ thl 
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and is said to have been engraved by the order of Rai Pitho- 
ra, who professed to be a descendant of the Chohan conqueror 
of the Tuars. This inscription consists of two portions, the 
shorter one is above and the longer one below the edicts of 
Asoka. The upper portion is engraved in much larger cha¬ 
racters than the lower, and is on the south-west side of the 
pillar ; and in the translation of the inscription given below in 
the foot note it is the first paragraph. The second portion of 
the inscription, which consists of two stanzas, is very defective. 
The two first hemistichs are wanting in seven, and the two 
last in five syllables. Cunningham suggests that the render¬ 
ing of chdhumilnntilaka into “ Chief of the Chohans” is more 
forcible than thax of Colebrooke’s into “ most eminent of the 
tribe which sprang from the arms” [of Brahma]. He further 
believes, that there is an error in referring the origin of the 
Chohans to Brahma, preferring the version of Mukji, the 
Hard of the Khichi Chohdns, who derives them from the 
Anal Kund, or the fire-spring on Mount Abu. Agreeing 
with Mr. Edward Thomas, General Cunningham suggests 
that the name of the Prime Minister should be read 
Sri SctUakshana, and not Sri Mad Lakshana* 

third princess the general (daughter's.?). Of the second lady thus let the act 

redound with triple force.” 

* English translation of the inscription 

“ In the year 1220 or [A. D. 1163]on the 15th day of the bright half of the month 
of Vaisa^h (this moon :) of the fortunate Visala Deva, son of the fortunate Vella Deva, 

kiug of Sakambh4ri. .. , , 

As far as the Vindhiya, as far as the Him&dri, haring achieved conquest 

in the course of travelling to holy places; resentful to haughty kings, and 
indulgent to those whose necks are humbled; making Aryavorta once more 
what its name signifies, by causing the barbarians to be exterminated; Visala- 
Deva, supreme ruler of Sakambhdn and Sovereign of the earth, is victorious in the 
world This conqueror, the fortunate Vigraha Raja, King of S ikamblum, most 
eminent of the tribe which sprang from the arms fof Brahma) now addr^es his own 
descendants : By us the region of the earth between Himavat and \ indhya has been 
made tributary ; let not your minds be void of exertion to subdue the remainder. 
Tears are evident in the eyes of the enemy’s consort; blades of grass are perceived 

between thy adversaries’ teeth ; thy fame is predominent throughout space; the 
. r _:j £ l. nnn \ . tk..ir nmtp ic tJiP ilpsPrt wllGfS ILGD are 


SKf in^b^rns (alia to ^ m^n of^U ance) of the women with b-uttfu, 
evebrows who were married to thy enemies ! There is no doubt of thy being the 
highest of embodied souls. Didst thou not sleep in the lap of Sri '-bom thou didst 

is prime Dmuster. Siva the Terrible, and the uuivereal Monarch. 
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The less important inscriptions are, however, of different 
ao-es the more ancient must have been on the pillar before it 
wTis removed by Ffroz Shah. One of the oldest is the name 
of Sri Bhadra 'Milras or Suhhadra Mitra, this and two other 
inscriptions of the Gupta period are in very small letters. 
In larger letters, of a somewhat later date, are several short 
inscriptions of which tbe most legible is Surya Vishna Subar- 
na katana. A secoud begins with Ilara Singht Subarna 
Katana, the remainder being illegible with the exception of 
the word Kamdra. A third reads Charma Subanak, the 
second letter being somewhat doubtful. This record is ex¬ 
tended in another place to Charma Sabana shara. Of a 
much later date is the name of Siddh Btiayan Karnath Jogi. 
On the northern face of the pillar there are two inscriptions in 
modern Nagri, both bearing date Wednesday 13th, waning- 
moon of Chaitra. Samvat 158L [^1524 A. £>.] The longer 
inscription contains the name of Suritan Ibrahim, being 
Sultan Ibrahim Lodi.* 

From the top of the pyramid, on which the pillar of Asoka 
stands, may be 6een the ruins of Ffroz&bad ; they present a 
scene of desolation which has not been surpassed, even in a 
tract of country where seven different capitals have been 
successively abandoned to decay, or entombed in their own 
ruins. To the east of this site flows the Jumna, on the old 
bank of which rive? Firoz&b&d was built ; to tiie west, north, 
and south the ground is covered with dismantled buildings ; 
half of a wall,, two sides of an enclosed square, a detached 
domed room and a cluster of five or six such buildings 
surround the pillar of Asoka. Further on, a round enclosure of 
cells, more or less complete, stands close by a corner tower of 
the citadel, and another tower which lies in a heap of debris. 
The foundations of a series of buildings, running in parallel 
lines, cover several acres of ground, and mark the most 
crowded part of the citadel. The ruins are heaped up close 
together nearer the river, but arc less numerous as they extend 
further in-land. 


* Cuninghaoi’a Archaologicul Reports , Vol. I., pago 167. 
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Kushak-i-Shikar or -Jahannuma and Asoka’s Second 

Pillar. —This palace was built by Firoz Shdh Tughlaq in the 
year 755 A. H. (1354 A. D.) on the top of the hill to the 
north-west of Modern Delhi, and outside the city of Firozd- 
bad. It was the hunting palace of Firoz Shall, and its site is 
now identified with the ground round and about the two 
half-dilapidated buildings known as Chdr Bdrji and Fir 
Gaib, and where the second pillar of Asoka has since been 
put up. Prince Timur, who plundered the'palace, describes it 
as “ a fine building on the top of a hill by the banks of the 
Jumna.” “ Firoz Shdh,” says Yazdi, the obsequious histo¬ 
rian of Prince Timur, “ had given the name of Jahannuma 
by inspiration, as it was to become illustrious by the visit of 
the Sovereign of the world.” 

The second pillar of Asoka “ was removed by Sultan 
Firoz,” says Shams-i-Siraj, “ with similar skill and labour, 
and was re-erected on a hill in the K.ushak-i-Shikdr (amid 
great feasting and rejoicing.) After the erection of the pillar, 
a large town sprang up and the nobles of the Court bulit 
houses there.” 

The hunting palace, or “ hunting seat” as Finch calls it, 
has been identified by tradition with the half-ruined’ building, 
popularly known as the Pir Gaib, used as a Great Trigonome¬ 
trical Survey Station. The portion of the palace that is still 
standing is an oblong of 66 feet by 58, but L have no doubt 
that it extended to the east as far the crest of the ridge, 
—for fully over a hundred and ten feet,—on which may yet 
be seen the ruins of walls “ resembling those still existing in 
material, workmanship, and in the great slope or batter which 
appears to have been a characteristic of the period.”* 

The approach to the building, which is double-storeyed, 
is from the north, and you enter it thro’ what looks like a gate¬ 
way, but which is evidently the remains of an arched, square, 
but roofless room in front of which are the remains of the 
floor of some building, an oblong of 50 feet by 30. To the 
right of this dismantled room is a buttress, which is 
carried up to the roof of the upper floor, and over it are the 
walls of a square room with arched openings ; on its east is a 


Beglar. 
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stone pillar and on its west the upper half of the buttress sup¬ 
porting the arch. Behind the roofless room is a second 
room, of the same size as the first, Wt completely covered. 
The eastern wall of the front room, which forms part ot the ex¬ 
treme north-eastern face of the building, indicates, as remarked 
before, the extension of the . building on that side ; and on 
the west of the room is the buttress already mentioned. The 
front room, which resembles a gateway, stands out three or 
four feet from the line of the northern wall of the building. 
This wall, so far as it belongs to the lower storey, rises to the 
level of the supposed gateway, and is about 18 feet wide at 
the base, but loses about three feet when it reaches the roof 
of the lower storey. The wall has no window or door in it. 


On the corner of the wall is an octagonal buttress, which, 
as it reaches the upper storey, becomes circular. The eastern 
face of the building is hardly more intelligible ; its northern 
face here assumes the appearance ot a small two-storeyed 
tower attached to this, in the lower storey, are three arched 
hut roofless ; openings, 3 feet wide and 10 feet high. On the 
upper storey, surmounting these openings, are a square and an 
arched doorway ; the rest of this side of the building presents 
a dead wall. Turning round to the south, we come°to a low 
but broad and arched doorway now walled up, but when 
open, it formed the southern eutrance of a passage through 
the whole building from the north to the south. To the 
west of this doorway, there are two flights of masonry steps 
with a ten fest wide dead wall between them; these steps 
conduct the visitor to the top of the building and are 
divided into two flights, the first consisting of 14 and 
the second of 18 steps. The western face of the building 
is remarkable for nothing more interesting than a ver? 
heavy gateway with a low arched entrance; above this 
entrance, there is a dead wall with buttresses flanking the 
gateway and the corners of the wall. Standing unde? this 
gateway we can see through the whole buildin- from The 
west to the east, the distance bein<* made UD°of thp 
passages and two rooms. Through °a hole about a foo Tn 
diameter, in the centre of the roolf of the’room nearest io 

this gate and the room above it, the sky is visible. reSt to 
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Returning to the northern entrance, which I have sup¬ 
posed to be the main entrance of the building, on our right, as 
we enter the place, is a flight of 25 steps which takes us to the 
second storey. As we reach the second floor on our right 
is a masonry monument, the grave itself being under the right 
hand wall of the staircase. To the left of the monument 
are the mehrabs of a mosque, with this peculiarity worthy of 
notice, that while the centre Mehrdb and its right arch are in 
the western wall, its left arch is in the northern wall and 
at right angles to the wall which contains the centre 
mehrdb. The second storey consists of two rooms. On the 
roof of these rooms, which is protected by a plain parapet 
2 £ feet high reached by the steps already described on the 
south of the house, t here are the remains of the walls of a 
third storey. On the roof of the southern room there 
is a hollow masonry cylinder, about 4 feet high and 2^ feet in 
diameter, with an arched hole on either side of it, and covered 
by a slab of granite a little over 4 inches in diameter, through 
which the sky may be seen from the ground floor. Whether 
the hole in the upper roof, and the corresponding hole jn the 
rocf of the lower storey, were intended for scientific purposes 
or not, it is impossible to say. 

Asoka’s Pillar II. — At a short distance to the south of the 
Pir Gaib, on the ridge, stands the second pillar of Asoka, which 
was put up by Firoz Shah in his Kushak Shikkr, about four 
miles from the first Lat It was thrown down by an acci¬ 
dental explosion of a powder magazine, in the reign of 
Farokhsir, and was broken into five pieces, an occurrence which 
is no longer accepted on the sole authority of tradition. Padre 
Tie Sent In tier, who resided in India between 1743 and 1776, 
corroborates the native account; he was informed by the 
people of Delhi that it was standing erect not long before ins 
visit to that place. When Burt, who visited Delhi in IS33, 
put the five pieces in order for a sketch, the monolith measured 
33 feet long, and about 3 feet 2 inches in diameter. Burt 
believes that about tv/o feet of stone was lost at the top of 
the pillar. Although smaller than the pillar in the palace ot 
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Firoz&bad, it is larger in diameter. The following measure¬ 
ments are taken from General Cunningham s reports :—the 
whole length of the five pieces is 32| feet, the portion of the 
shaft below the inscription measures 18 feet and that above it 
12 feet, upper diameter 29£ inches and lower diameter o 0'82 
inches ; the rough thick end is about 38 inches m diameter, 
the diminution of the pillar is iust one-fifth of an inch per 

foot 

In 1838, Hindu Rao, who seems to have purchased the 
pillar with Mr. Fraser’s house, in the grounds of which the 
broken pieces were lying, made it a present to the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal. The Executive Engineer of Delhi, who was 
requested to remove the pillar, found it too expensive to send it 
down to Calcutta, and at the suggestion of Burt, and with the 
sanction of the Asiatic Society, he sawed off the inscribed 
portion of the pillar and sent it to that learned body, by whom 
ft was placed under the bust of the lamented Mr. James 
Prinsep, the greatest antiquarian of India. In 1866, the 
inscription was returned to Delhi, and a year later, the broken 
pieces were joined together and the restored pillar was again 
put up by Mr. Campbell. It now stands on a granite 
plinth of two terraces, the first is 10 feet square and three feet 
high, and the second 7$ feet square and feet high. The five 
pieces in which the pillar was broken may be easily distin¬ 
guished ; on the fourth piece from the bottom is the 
inscription, which however is hardly visible, but when 
examined by Mr. Prinsep was found to be the exact 
duplicate of the other inscriptions. The following is 
engraved in English on the granite plinth of the pillar : 

“ This pillar was originally erected at Meerut 
In the third century B. C. by 

Kino Asoka 

It was removed thcncc and set up in the Koshuk Shikar Palace 
near this, by the Emperor Firoz Shah, A. D. 1350. 

Thrown down and broken into five pieces by the explosion of a 
powder magazine, A. D. 1713—1719, it was restored and set up in this 
place by the British Government, A. D. 1867.” 
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Char Bmji or Four Towers. —Tradition ascribes this 
building to the Kushak Shikar of Sultan Ffroz Shdh. It is 
evidently a mausoleum, although the name of the dead is un¬ 
known. It is undeniably a Firoz Shdhi building, possessing 
all the characteristics of that period, and stands close to, if 
not within, the hunting palace of Firoz Shah. The building 
is an oblong of 61 feet by 56 ; it is double-storeyed, built 
of stone and mortar, and covered with lime plaster. It is 
entered through a small masonry doorway facing the south, 
the wall above which is pierced by three square openings ; 
on each side of the door is an arched entrance not more than 
five and a half feet high. On the eastern face of the 
building there are three arched doors, the centre one being 
larger than those on its sides ; above these the wall is 
pierced by seven loophole-style openings, each protected 
by a small but heavy looking and pointed weathering. 
The northern face of the building is like its eastern face ; on 
the western inner wall of the ground floor is a mosque, which 
consists of a single mehrdb or an arched recess, which 
represents the qiblah. The ground floor of the builaing 
consists of nine rooms, the largest is in the centre and 
contains a grave ; on each corner there is a small room and 
a middle room on each side. The middle room on the west 
was used as a mosque, as already mentioned; the monument 
over the grave has been so effectually removed, that there is 
not the slightest sign ot the room having ever been used for 
a mortuary purpose ; but the second monument on the roof 
of the upper storey is still in existence. 


On either side of the main entrance, in the southern 
wall of the building, there are two staircases which lead to 
the upper floor. On each corner of the upper storey is a 
small domed room, or burj ; three of these rooms are standing; 
that on the N. \V. corner is believed to have been struct 
down by lightning, which is also said to have laid bare the 
bones in the grave. Connecting the towers on the b. 
and the S. W. corners of the tomb, and right over its mam 

gateway, is a small, narrow, room with three arched openings 
facing 'the north and corresponding with the three squ 
openings in the back wall Between the S. E. and N R 
towers”and the N. E. and N. W. towers the™ are bare 
walls pierced by openings like those described in the eastern 
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wall. On the west, corresponding with the mosque below, 
there is a small room ; in the centre of the roof of the upper 
storey is a masonry monument corresponding with the grave 

in the ground floor. 


The Tomb of Nasir-uddin Mahmud Chiragh Delhi—• 

Shaikh Nasir-uddin Mahmud, the last of the great Chistl 
saints of Delhi, was the chief disciple and successor ot Ni z&m- 
uddin Aulia and a man of learning and benevolence. He 
was renowned as an author and a preacher, and was 
successful in spreading the faith of Muhammad. Both m 
force of character and intellect, he was inferior to his 
great master, but he bore his troubles at the hancte of 
Muhammad Tughlaq Shah with great patience. When 
Makhdiim Jahanten Sayyad Jalal visited Mecca, he was 
asked by the Sharif ot K’abah, “ Now that all the great 
saints are gone, who is considered the most renowned man 
of piety in Delhi V the Makhdum replied : “ Nasir-uddin 
Mahmtid ; adding that “ Nasir-uddin was the lamp [Chiraghl 
of Delhi” 


On Friday, the 18th Ramzilo, 757 A- XX. (1356 A- D.) 

Nasir-uddin was stabbed to death by a fanatical Jalandarf 
fakir who had come to him for alms. Nasir-uddin died in the 
8 2 d d year of his age. He was buried close to the village 
of Khirki, in the room in which he had lived. A dome 
was built over it by Firoz Sh£h in the year 749 A. H. 
(1350 A D.) during the life time of the saint ; in the 
grave of Nasir-uddin was also buried all that he most 
valued in life : the cloak, the staff, the cup, and the carpet for 
prayer which were bequeathed to him by his master N izam- 
uddin Aulfe. 


The tomb of Chiragh Delhi stands within an irregularly 
built oblong enclosure of 180 feet by 104, the walls having an 
average height of 12 feet. The greater portion of this 
enclosure was built by the Emperor Muhammad Sh&h in the 
year 1142 A.H. (1729 A. D.) ; its main entrance, which 
was built 12 years after the death of Chiragh Delhi, is on its 
north-eastern corner ; it is a domed gateway of stone and 
masonry, with an arched door, over which is an inscription 


\ 
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on white marble.* The room of the gateway is 31 feet 
square, exterior, and inside about 19 feet square ; with 
masonry chabutrahs, about 2i feet high, on either side. 
From the ground to its embattled roof the tomb is about 
27 feet high and the dome stands about 15 feet from 
the roof ; thus making the whole height of the tomb about 
42 feet. The parapet over the door is Hanked by two 
small masonry minarets. 

About 35 feet to the north-west of the gateway is the 
tomb of Chiragh Delhi. It is a single room, about 30 feet 
square and 40 feet high, and surmounted by a masonry dome 
with a gilt pinnacle ; on each corner . r he roof there is a slim, 
eight feet high minaret; the roof is protected by a plain 
parapet ; under the parapet is a deep stone weathering, 
which was built by one Khwajah Muhammad Khan. Under¬ 
neath the weathering there are twelve arched openings, three 
on each side, supported by twelve red-stone pillars; with 
the exception of the door, which is in the middle arch on 
the south, the rest of the arches are covered with 
pierced screens of red sand-stone. Inside the room is the 
grave of Chiragh Delhi, surrounded by a dwarf railing. 
Under the dome an inverted gilt cup is suspended over the 
grave. To the west of the tomb is a mosque, and in a 
room in the north-western corner of the enclosure is the 
wooden seat \Vhich was offered to the shrine by one Dakhni 
Beg ; it is 7 feet long, 4 wide and 3 feet high ; it is 
cut out of one piece of wood, is elaborately carved and 
bears the following inscription— 


“ God is great! . 

This throne of wood is an offering made by Dakhni 
To the worthv Nasir-uddin Mahmud. 

May God purify his cherished secrets, 1143 Hijri, 

In the 12th year of the reign of Muhammad Shdh Gh4zi. 

Prince Gholam Haidar, son of Akbar Shah IT, built 
a verandah round the tomb of Chiragh Delhi, but it fell in 
shortly after its completion. 


Firoz Shlh, Suitau , may God r„et«,te his K'ngJo^mtbe year/;5 ; 
iligbt of the Messenger of God, on * bom be God a blc^ing. Greeting. 


'75. date of th% 
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Oadam Sharif.—About a mile and a half to the south 
of the Lahore Gate of Modem Delhi is the shrine of Qadam 
Sharif, or the sacred foot-print, believed to be the impression 
of the foot of the Prophet Muhammad on a small slab Qt 
marble. In the year 776 A. H.(1374 A. D.) Fateh Khdn the 
son of Firoz Shdh Tughlaq died, and was buned here by his 
father ; the king placed the sacred marble over the grave oi 
his son, as a memorial of his veneration for the relic and aiiec- 
tion for his child. The tomb is an irregularly constructed 
stone and masonry building with seven doors and gateways ot 
which two arc now closed. It stands on a masonry platfoim 
about feet high, and is an oblong ol 7b feet by 63 feet ; 
the main entrance is on the east, on the east and the west 
there are masonry colonnades with masonry domes at the 
four corners. In these colonnades are the graves of 
other members of the family of Firoz Shah Tughlaq, 
gr>d, in later times, some of the merchants ot Delhi havtj 
availed themselves of the advantage of the neighbourhood of 
the sacred marble to use the place for burial. Between the 
two colonnades is an irregular • blong enclosure, the walls of 
which are formed by upright s-. -bs of sand stone about 44 
fbet high. This inner enclosure is entered through a small 
gateway in its southern wall, and within it is a covered 
space, 38 feet long and 29 feet broad, the roof of which 
has sloping sides, something in the style of a thatched 
house, and is supported by 26 stone pillars.* Each of 
the four corners of the roof is surmounted by a small 
open pavilion consisting of a low dome standing on. 
four pillars. Under the roof of this room is a deep 
stone weathering, and on its northern side is the grave 


* English translation of the inscription is over the ^doorway of the inner en¬ 
closure : — 

The guide of those who have lost [theiT way,] Muhammad ! 

The preacher of preachers, Mubarmnad ! 

Qlorious is the Madrasah, the pulpit and the house 
In theiraidst of which is read the praise of Muhammad 1 
For broker hearts be is a ^healing] balm ! 

For.the afflicted in.the heart, Muhammad is a comfort 1 
Pheeky itself becomes only a step under the foot of him, 

\7ho L hunse]f has become the dust of the feet of Muhammad ! 

I &qi .one of the dogs of his lane, 

And haw become a lion [Shww6o] among the Fakirs j>ho follow MiihamnudJ 
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of Fateh Khan, over which is placed a flat marble monument 
about 9 feet long, 4^ feet broad, and feet high. The 
marble with the “ sacred foot-print” is fixed on the grave 
in a small tank about 3^ feet long and 2\ feet -wide, and 
is supposed to rest over the breast of the deceased prince. 
Round the tank is an inscription, of which the following is 
an English translation : 

The earth, which bears the priut of the sole of your foot, 

Will continue for years to be worshipped by those who behold it. 

[Hafiz]. 

Yustif, in the place where Muhammad [left] his foot print, 

Built this tomb by the blessing of God. 

As to the date of the completion of this building, 

I heard what Hathif said : Well done. 

The grave is surrounded by a marble wall about 2 feet 
high ; within the walls of the inner enclosure there is a 
second grave of which I have been unable to get any 
account. 

A mosque known as the Masjid Chaura-y^h-Qadam 
Sharif, or the mosque on the cross roads of Qadam Sharif, 
was built shortly after the shrine, and resembles the mosque* 
attributed to KbcLn Jahan. 


The Mosques of Khan Jahan*— The declining years of 
Fi'roz Shah Tuo-hlaq were rendered famous by the erection of 
several important mosques by his Prime Minister, Khdn 
Jah&n, the second Wazir of that name. 


* Tho reputation which the Khdn Jahdns, father and eon have squired as 
. u.iMdom open I ill onlv to a King who is still famous throughout 

?Srthern India for his love and patronage of architecture,—appears to me hardly 
Northern l friend, Mr. Tremlett, that “ it seems difficult to see 

wh^t there is to admire in low colonnades, surmounted by rows of hemispherical domes 
f-ma l diameter each one touching its fellow, with one of larger size here and 
gateway" It may be granted, however, that the present sombre 
ofttwe mosque. is entire?, due lo „g£ and th.l onguially th(y murt 
bavebeea covered with a coating of coloured plaster. 
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The seven mosques, generally reported to have been 
built by Khkn Jahin, the son, are, according to Mr. A. A. 
Roberts, the following : 

« A. very large one situated on the lands of Mourzah 
Khirkee in the Southern pergunnah [a then sub-district of Delhi] 
about eight miles due south of Delhi. 

“ 2. Another large mosque in the village of Begumpore . . 

This tnusjid is situated about two miles N. W. ol that of Khirkee. and 
may be seen about a quarter of a mile off the road on the left hand 
side as you go to the Kootub [Qutb]. 

“ 3. A smaller mosque in Kalee Sarai, close to Begumpore. 

“4 A mosque near Nizara-oodeen’s shrine, and bearing an ins¬ 
cription with the date A. H. 772, or 17 years previous to the Kalee 
Musjid in the city. 

“ 6. A very dilapidated mosque near Firoz Shah’s Kotila. 

•' 6. The mosque near the city wall, and situated between the 
Lahore and ths Ajmere gates. 

“ 7. The Kalee Musjid wit!in the city.” 

Of these seven mosques it is only necessary to describe 
the three most important and best preserved specimens, viz. 
the Kali or Kalan Masjid and the Masjids at Khirki and 
Begampur. 


The Kali or Kalan Masjid. —Among the most perfect 
specimens of architecture of the age of Firoz Sh&h 
Tughlaq is the large mosque within the walls of Modem 
Delhi (Sh£hjah£m£h4d), known commonly as the KAli 
Masjid, or black mosque ; but this designation, though 
there are grounds for believing it to be one of long 
standing, is in all probability a corruption of Kalan Masjid or 
chief mosque. It is situated near the Turkman Gato of the 
town, and in the neighbourhood of the celebrated shrine ot 
Turkman Shah. It is an oblong block of building 140 feet 
in length and 120 feet in breadth, and the walls are six feet 
deep built on ground somewhat higher than, that which sur¬ 
rounds it, and, with the exception of the Jama* Masjid and 
the gates of the Palace, is the most prominent structure in the 
city ot Delhi. It consists of two storeys, the first or base- 
ment storey the ; middle of which is a solid mass, forming the 
floor of the Masjid, is 28 feet m height, consisting of a number 
ot small double apartments, -which were possibly built for the 
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very purpose they now answer, namely, that of assisting by 
the rent they yield, in defraying the expenses of the mosque, 
in conformity with a practice prevailing to this day. The 
apartments along the walls are accessible by doors raised one 
step above the ground ; those in the towers by passages from 
the neighbouring rooms. The upper storey to the top of the 
battlements is 38 feet high, making a total height of 6G feet, 
will be described hereafter. The mosque is built of the mate¬ 
rials which appear to have been generally in use at the time 
of its construction, viz., the common quartzo.se sa.nd-stone 
found in the immediate neighbourhood of Delhi. This stone, 


which is in masses ol vanous sizes, some, 
towards the foundation, being of considerable 


especially those 
dimensions, is 


unhewn, and cemented by chunam of the best quality, indeed 


so excellent that the strength of the domed roof seems to 


depend entirely on its adhesive properties, there being no 
attempt at placing the stones of which it is constructed 
throughout, into anything like the arrangement now adopted 
in the building of arches or domes, crowned by a centre or 
key-stone. This cementing chunam in this, and it is believed 
in all other buildings of the period, with a view probably of 
saving the expenditure of lime, is mixed with a great propor¬ 
tion of brick surki, of which many pieces are upwards of an 
inch in diameter. The whole of the edifice, both inside and 


o’ tside, has been plastered over with chunam of the best des¬ 
cription to judge by what remains ; and parts about the door¬ 
way show that the outside has been at some time or other 
colored of that peculiar blue-black produced by the ground 
charcoal of cocoanuts, and other similar substances. Very little, 
however, of the plastering remains, except in the body of the 
mosque, where some care appears to have been taken for its 
preservation (by repeated whitewashing), and on the roof and 
domes which its durability has preserved from destruction. 
The whole is in a very fair state of preservation, and where, 
here and there, stones have fallen out, especially at the base 
of the towers and walls, they have beer carefully replaced by 
brick masonry. The steps leading up to the entrance door, 
which are thirty-one in number, and the pillars of the doorways 
and of the arches, are constructed of square roughly hewn, 
hard grey-stone, described by Captain Cautley, as only a 
varietv of i quartzose sand-stone more commonly in use m 
the wo , etc., which is also used fbr the eaves .(slabs not 
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above two inches thick, and about two feet square,) projecting 
into the upper inner square or court of the mosque, and ior 
the brackets which support iJiem. These brackets, as well as 
the pillars at the doorways, are carved. Under the eaves and 
resting on the brackets, is a ledge of red-stone, now so com¬ 
monly in use throughout Northern India, but which seems to 
have been much more sparingly employed about the time of 
Firoz Shah than it was eighty or a hundred years before, in 
the Qutb Minar, the Mot ki-Masjid and other structures of the 
time of Qutb-uddm and Shums-uddin Altamsh. The red- 
stone is also used (on account presumably, of its being softer 
and therefore more easily carved,) in the lattices of the win¬ 
dows, which are still open, and probably ornamented all the 
thirty-three windows which surrounded the upper storey, 
some of which are now blocked up with the common stone 
masonry. There are also lattices of the same material be¬ 
tween the main body of the mosque and the vaulted passage 
leading on each side to the dark apartments behind, but none 
to the west These lattices appear, notwithstanding their 
having been very well carved, to have been all covered with 
very fine chunam, after-the fashion which prevailed to within 
the last hundred years, when the finely carved pillars, such as 
are standing in the ruins of the Kudsiil Begam’s Palace, built by 
the mother of Muhammad Shah ^outside the Kashmir gate) 
were similarly plastered over. The stairs leading from below 
to the upper or main storey are a flight of 29 steps, built upon 
these blind arches, with a lauding place, and two more steps 
leading into the vestibule. The doorway, which stands out 
about 30 feet from the eastern wall of the mosque, is sur¬ 
mounted by a low dome flanked by two minarets tapering into 
cones. It stands about 20 feet from the ground, and over 
the doorway is a slab of somewhat rudely polished marble 
with an inscription in the Naskh character, of which the fol¬ 
lowing is a translation : 

" By the grace and mercy of Qod, in the reign and sovereignty of 
the religious Kiog, strong by the help of the Meiciful, Abhl-Muzaflar 
Ffroz Sbdh, Sultan, may hie reigu last for ever ; this mosque was built 
by the son of the slave of the threshold of JunAh ShAh Maqbul entitled 
Kh&n JahAn, son of Jahan, may God be merciful to this slave. Any on© 
coming to this mosque is to pray for the benefit of the King of lh e 
Musaltnan and of this slave, and remember (them) in (their) FAtvhA and 
lkhl&s, and may God forgive (such a man) for ever. By the gran- of the 
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prophet and his posterity, this mosque was finished, on the date, the 
lUth of Jam&d-ul-Akhir, the year 789 (Hijri).”* 

It appears that the letters were first cut into the marble 
with small deep round holes in each letter, or limb of a letter, 
and that subsequently lead was poured into the cavities and 
then polished off even with the surface of the marble, the 
small deep holes assisting in keeping the lead firm in its place. 
The greater part has, however, fallen out, with the exception 
of that in the vowel points, which are almost all perfect, 
and of two or three of the letters in the first, and second 
lines. The entrance to the main body of the building is 
through a square ante-room with a domed roof, to which 
there were an outer and an inner pair of doors moving in 
sockets of a singular description, but common in the archi¬ 
tecture of the times. The latter have disappeared, the 
former are still in existence, and to judge from their antique 
appearance, their most rude construction, and the very coarse 
iron work about them, it is fair to infer that they are of a 
very ancient date, if not coeval with the mosque itself. 


On either side of the doorway ‘here are three arched 
openings both in the basement and the upper storeys. On ei¬ 
ther side of the room in the gateway there are screens of red 
sand-stone covering arched niches. On passing the second 
door-way you enter a cloister surrounding, on three sides, the 
inner court of the mosque. This cloister supports four domes 
on the north, and south sides, and six on the east, the 
part next the entrance being covered with a nearly flat octa¬ 
gonal roof, of superior construction. The court of the 
mosque is 60 feet long and 4S feet broad, and under the roof 
of the corridors that enclose them is a deep stone weathering 


* «ir Heury Elliot objected to the translation of this inscription, by Messrs. 
Lewis and Cope : “ You b.ive tianslated ‘ Muqbool-ool-Mukhateb,' ‘ exalted with th* 
title.’ Now this conjunction of the two words is not pood Arabic, and I look ~pon 
it that Muqbool is part of Jonah Shah’s uume Jonah Shah Muqbool entitled 
Khan Julian.’ The name was very common at that period and his name 

also is Riven by some authors as Mulik Muqbool, and by others as Mulik Kubool. 
PerishU in one part, calls the father Muqbil. At all events there seem., enough to 
show that the son’s name was Mnkbool, and should be so read m the 
Juuah Shah was no doubt the name given by the obsequious-father ,in icomplunent 
to Mahomed Tugluk, whose name was Jonah Shah, after whom JoDpoor was so 

’the difficulty: “The name of Kl,4n-i-J.Wn [the 

S t whUfo/' ™l r Hindu) Sf £^g^tted g teethe 

honour of the faith, the Sultan gave hun the name of MakbdL 
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on roughly finished corbela In the part of the court next 
this square are three principal tombs, and a secondary one, 
in a row, built of brick and plastered over, three of men and 
one of a woman. The three first have each head-walls about 
three and a half feet high, with recesses for lamps, and alto¬ 
gether look so modern that it is difficult to believe in the cor¬ 
rectness of the tradition which has it, that Klidn Jahan, the 
father, and Khan Jahdn the son, are both buried here, though 
it should be remembered that the tomb still in existence, 
over the remains of the founder of the Tughlaq dynasty, 
is also of brick. There is no trace of an inscription which 
could afford the slightest clue to the truth or falsehood 
of the tradition. On the west side of the court is the 
main Indy of the mosque, ' consisting of a system of arches 
and domes, supported by six double and eighteen single pil¬ 
lars, including the pi Masters against the walls on three sides. 
There are consequently five arches in front, and three in depth, 
supporting fifteen domes in all, the centre one is about three 
feet higher than the others. Round this colonnade, which would 
be decidedly imposing were the pillars only two or three feet 
higher, runs an enclosed passage, the use of which it is diffi¬ 
cult to explain at present. It is dark and divided in the rear 
(to the west), being there separated from the mosque by a 
dead wall into three apartments, the centre one the smallest 
In the inner wall of this passage, on either side and to the 
right and left of the door leading into it from the surround¬ 
ing cloister, are flights of steps leading to the roof. The roof 
is covered with small conical domes ; there are fifteen such 
domes over the masjid proper, five over the northern, and 
five over the southern corridors, and four over the eastern 
rooms, besides that over the main entrance, thus making a 
total of thirty domes. The following points regarding the 
Kalun Masjid, the most perfect specimen of Firoz Shah’s 
time, seem worthy of remark :— 

^ ie sloping style of the architecture seems pecu¬ 
liarly illustrative of the buildings of that and earlier periods. 
The sloping pillasters on each side of the main entrance give 
somewhat of an Egyptian appearance to the front of the 
building, which is not dissimilar from some of the more 
ancient remains of Hindoo architecture, the style of which is 
generally believed to have been derived from the Egyptians. 
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2nd. The very simple kind of column and entablature 
used in this building as supports to the arches, is a point also 
very worthy of notice. It consists of one, or in most instances 
two upright stones, or pillars, standing on a third, with a 
fourth placed on the top as an entablature. The peculiar 
construction of the arches and domes, the stones of which arc 
held together by the wonderful adhesive qualities of the lime 
used in those days, without any key-stones, has been before 
j-emarked upon and is another characteristic of the Muham- 
oadan Indian buildings of the fourteenth century. 

3rd. It is reasonable to infer that this mosque was 
built in the midst of a considerable population, and that the 
present site of Delhi was either a suburb of the then Firozft- 
bad, or if not, a portion of that town itself.* 

Bishop lleber writes of this mosque as follows :— 
“ The lvala Musjid is small, and has nothing worthy of notice 
about it, but its plainness, solidity and great antiquity, being a 
work of the first Pathan conquerors, and belonging to the 
times of primitive Musulman simplicity. It is exactly of 
the plan of the original Arabian mosques, a square court 
surrounded by a cloister, and roofed with many small domes 
of the plainest and most solid construction, like the rudest 
specimen of what we call the early Norman architecture. 
It has no minaret ; the crier stands on the roof to proclaim 
the hour of prayer.” 

Khirki Masjid. —The mosque at Khirki is an enormous 
structure, situated on rather high ground, and built of dark 
coloured granite, cased all over with masonry plaster, now 
black with age and which gives it a very sombre appear¬ 
ance. It was built by Khan Jahdn, probably, in the 
year 789 A. H. (1387 A. D.) It Is a square, supported 
at the four corners by sloping towers about 50 feet high, and 
consists of three storeys, viz. the first, or the basement storey, 
the roof of which is on a level wit h the floor ot the second storey 
of the mosque, and the third storey which stands over its 
root. On the. north, south and east of the mosque there are 
three Pathan gateways, which stand out about 23 feet from 
the wall of the mosque, and are entered by doorways about 9 

* ir or this description of the K.diin Masjid I am much indebted to Messrs. 
Lewis Mixd Cope. 
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feet high; the door in the northern gateway has wooden folds; 
each of the gateways is surmounted by a low masonry dome, 
and the roof is protected by a heavy parapet, the outer corners 
of which support 8 feet high minarets. The eastern, western 
and the northern walls of ihe mosque are pierced with windows 
covered with red sand-stone screens, 6 on either side of the 
gateways; there are also similarly constructed windows in the 
right and the left walls of the gateways. In the centre of the 
western wall is the mehrdb of the mosque, in a room about 
20 feet from north to south and 19 feet from east to west ; 
there is no window or opening in this wall. 

The mosque, as already described, consists of two storeys ; 
the first or the basement storey is about 10 feet high, and con¬ 
tains low cells two deep ; the second storey is about 22 feet 
high and is crowned with 89 small domes of plain but solid 
construction. The wall of the basement storey is 7 feet thick 
and that of the upper storey is about 5 feet thick and tapers 
to the parapet, retaining at the top a thickness of only 2 feet. 
The whole building is in excellent preservation, with the ex¬ 
ception of the north-east angle, the roof of which has fallen in, 
not however from decay but from the effects of a fire which is 
said to have occurred some 90 years ago. A quantity ot fodder 
was stored at the time in this part cf the building” and the 
fire is attributed to an incendiary. 

The description of the Kali in Masjid applies equally tc 
the mosque at Khirki, as regards the style of architecture, 
materials, &c. The Khirki mosque display's the same decidedly 
Egyptian style, and is composed of materials similar to those 
of the Kftlan Masjid. There is, however, a remarkable diffe¬ 
rence between the size and plan of the two building. The 
Kalita Masjid has a length of but 140 feet includino 
the corner towers, while the mosque at Khirki is upwards o°f 
210 feet long, including the towers. The former is a rectan¬ 
gular parallelogram ; the latter is a square. The Knlan Masjid 
lias but one inner court, viz. in the centre of the building • 
the ktter has four mner courts. As the visitor enters the 
K}nr < i mosque, he finds himself in an extensive hall, the roof of 
whmh issu, po-ted by, exclusive of the pilasters, fourteen rows 
ot pillars, fifteen abreast and about niue feet apart; lour open 
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courts, about 30 feet square, each in the centre of a quarter 
of the mosque, which interrupt the continuity of the rows of 
pillars. 

The cloisters, the pillars, the domes, &c. are much the 
same as in the R.alan Masjid. The basement storey consists 
of 104 small cells with arched ceilings, each cell being about 
9 feet square. There is also a cell beneath each door and one 
in each turret, making in all 112 cells. The greater number 
of these cells were at one time blocked up with filth and mud. 
About 1O0 years ago, during the convulsions which occurred 
in the time of Muhammad Shah, the villagers of Khirki took 
refuge within the mosque, and lived in it till within the last 
few years, when they were turned out by the order of the 
local authorities. When Mr. A. A. Roberts saw the place, 
about 30 years ago, it contained “ 18 families, numbering 42 
men, 42 women, 30 boys and 20 girls, or 134 souls in all, besides 
147 head of cattle, cooped up within this building. There 
are only 3S Mahomedans ; the rest are Hindoos.” It is to be 
regretted that there is no inscription to inform us of the 
precise period of the building of this mosque. 


Begampuri Masjid.—This mosque was also built by Khan 
Jahaninthe year 789 A. H. (1387 A. D.) in the village of 
Begampur ; its characteristics are those of the Kaldn and 
Khirki Masjids, already described, but unlike them it hasonly 
a single storey, which stands on a heavy masonry plinth. 
Stone and mortar are the materials used in the building of 
this mosque ; the walls being covered with plaster now 
perfectly black with age. The mosque is an oblong 
of 307 feet, from north to south, by 295 feet, from 
east to west, and stands about 31 feet high inclusive of the 
plinth. It is entered by gateways on the east, north 
and south ; the chief entrance is on the east and is 
raised by fifteen stone steps on its three sides ; the steps in 
front of the other two gateways have either disappeared 
under the accumulation of earth, or were destroyed for 
their materials. Each of the three gateways contains two 
rooms. The northern and the southern gateways stand 
forward about ten foot from the line of the walls of the 
mosque, and have each a Joorway in its centre ; the eastern. 
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or the uuiin gateway stands about 30 feet from the eastern 
wall, and has'one inner and three outer entrances. Outside 
the line of the walls of the inosque, each of the side gateways 
has a room about 12 feet square, and within the walls a room 
about 25 teet squaie. The outer room of the eastern gate¬ 
way is about 25 feet square, and the inner room is an oblong 
of 25 feet by 12 feet 

The mosque is paved with sand-stone, and has an open 
court in the centre, about 247 feet long, from north to 
south, and 223 feet broad, from east to west Hound this 
court there are arched cells, about 12 feet high ; those on the 
east, north, and south are 16 J feet wide, but the width of the 
other arches vary from 6 feet to 12 feet ; on either aide of the 
gateways there are 7 cells, thus making 45 robma on three 
sides of the court, inclusive of the inner rooms of the gataways. 
The cells on the wjstern side are three deep, there being 
7 cells on either side of the centre arch, thus making iu all 
45 rooms. The Mehrdbs in the western wall are lofty ; 
the mosque proper being in the centre open room, which is 
about 30 feet square. 

There are 64 domes on the roof of the mosquo ; the 
larger ones, being about 9 feet high, are built in the style of 
the domes of the Khirki Masjid. 


The Tomb of Firoz Shah Tughlaq. —This monument, 
which is one of a long range of buildings, was built, according 
to Syud Ahmed Khiln, in the year 792 A. H. (1339 A. D.) 
by Nasir-uddin-Tughlaq Shah in the village of Hauz Kbits. 
It is a square of about 40 feet, is very lofty, and built of stone 
and masonry. The principal entrance is on the south, where 
a stone wall, about two feet hi"h with a broad coping, forms 
a diminutive court, by which the door is approached The 
door is raised by three steps ; it is wide and oblong, and built 
in an arch, and the panel over it is tilled in with stone lattice 
work ; the lintels and side-posts are made to project a 
little, and are carved slightly. The east door resembles 
the one just described ; at the west and north are recesses 
in the wall, resembling those in which the opposite doors are 
set. At the aide of the north recess 1$ a narrow pointed arch 
which led into the Madrasah. “ At a considerable height 
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al ove tbe floor, the shape of the walls is changed from a 
square to an octagon and then to a sixteen-sided figure, and 
so on, bv tilling up the corners with masonry worked into a 
beautiful honey-conib kind of pattern, and richly painted.” 
The roof is protected by a low battleinented parapet. “ The 
dome, a hemispherical one, is of considerable diameter, with 
a large circle painted in an elegant pattern at the top, from 
which belts cutting each other are drawn down to the bottom 
of the dome. In the intersections of the belt are three rows 
of medallions of different sizes and figures : the belts and 
medallions being all painted on the white ground of the tomb.” 
Outside the south door is an inscription engraved on firie 
piaster, which has been much disfigured by decay.* 
“ Round the top of the square building, and around the low 
cylinder from which the dome springs, is a narrow band of 
red-stone, carved in a graceful pattern. Inside are three 
nun ble, and one masonry tombs, all much injured.”t 
Adjoining the tomb, to the north, is a range of low’ masonry 
buildings, probably the Madrasah of Firoz Shall. Syud 
Ahmed Khan states that within the tomb of Firoz Shah 
are also buried Nasr-uddi'n Muhammad Shah, the son of 
Firoz Sbsh Tughlaq and ’Ala-udum Sikandar Shah, the son 
of Nasr-uddin. 

Around the royal tomb arc numerous open monuments 
of the common form of domes resting on pillars ; in one of these 
tombs are the graves of Shahab-uddin Taj Khan and Sulian 
Abus’aid, amirs of the time of Sikandar Lodi, and an inscrip- 
th»n, of which the following is an .English translation : 

“ This building was erected in the time of the sovereignty of tbe 
great, king. Sikandar Shah, Sultan, may Clod perpetuate his kingdom, 
his sovereignty, and exalt his command and his prestige. This dome 
(was) built l/y Shaikh Shahab-uddin T<Lj Khan and Sultan Abfi-.s’aSd 

..n the <jth of Ramzan, ‘J0( : (Hijri).” 

• __ . _ 

* Ku-dish t..u«s.ation of the inscription . . “God, Muhammad is hin prophet 
ordered ; (and) was built in ton months in the time of the reign of the king 
of kings, Sultan Sikandar, eon of the king . f king.3, Bahlol Shah. May God yrr* 
l\i» country* aud his sovereignty, exalt liia command . . the king of V mg*, 

Sultan Firoz Shah, may h»n dust be sanctified, aud Paradise be his restiug ;dace 
aa (it was) ondcred so w(the order) carried oat,’ 1 

If iny reading of this inscription is correct, and at the best It is douL'fuI, 
the tomb of Firoz Shah nnu>t leave beou repaired by Sikardar Lodi. tt.~ v u of 
liablol I-odf. 

t Tre inlet t. 
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Khizrabad and Khizraki-Gumti In the year 82 A. 
H. (14 18 A. D.) Khizr Khan, the first of the Sayyad 
Kings, the weakest dynasty that ever ruled the Empire of 
Delhi, founded a city’" on the banks of the Jumna about one 
mile to the south-east of Kilokheri, and about twice that 
distant, in* the same direction, from the tomb of Humayiin. 
No memorial of this city is now in existence, and its ver\ 
site is open to doubt It is probable, and Syud Ahmed 
Khan is of the opinion, that the city of Khizr Khun stood 
at or near the village of Khizrdbad. 

In the year 824 A. H. (1424 A. T).) Khizr Khan died 
at Delhi, and his son and successor, Abul Fateh Mubarak 
Shah, built a tomb over the remains of his father, which is 
popularly known as Khizr-ki-Gumti. Khizr Khan was 
buried “ on the bank of the Jumna,” near the village of 
Okla, about eight miles on the south of Modern Delhi. The 
identification of this grave with that of the founder of the 
Sayyad Dynasty is due entirely to tradition, and Syud 
Ahmed Kh&n has adopted its authority. Within a walled 
enclosure, more than three-fourths of which is now in ruins, 
stands a very common looking square room with an arched 
door on each of its four sides ; at a short distance from this is 
a solitary domed cel! ; the former is supposed to contain the 
remains of Khizr Khdn. 


Mubarakabad and t.he tomb of Mubarak Shah.— “ The 

Sultan [Mubarak Shah] had determined to build a city on the 
bank of the Jumna, and on the 17th of Rabi I. 837 A. II. 
(31st October 1432 A. D.) The Dame given fo that ill-omened 
city was Mubdrakabad..." He devoted much time and cure 
to the direction of this building...After staying there 
[Tabarhindh] a few days, he returned in good' health and 
spirits and went to the city of Mubarakabdd...When a hirae 
army was assembled, the Sultan left the city to be<nn his 
march to Hindusthan, and he encamped for a few days at the 
chabutrah of SirgalL Thence, he proceeded with only a small 
escort, and without ceremony to Mubdrakabad, in order to 
see the progress of the buildings.”* His Hindu Minister, 
Sarwar-ai-Mulk, conspired against the Sultan and Mubarak 


* Ttlra-h i-Mubr-ak Sfidhi. 
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Shah was assassinated in his new city by the Hindu hirelings 
of his Wazir, in the year 837 A. II (1433 A. D.). 

The new city, as already stated, was built on the Jumna, 
and not unlikely near the city of Khizrabad, but the body 
of Mubarak Shtih was removed to the village of Mubtlrakpur, 
near the mausoleum of Safdar Jang, about five miles to the 
south of Modern Delhi, and interred there in the tomb 
which is now known after him. 


“ This is built in the midst of a large yard, surrounded 
by a stone battlemented wall. The gates leading into this 
court have the side posts and lintels of grey-stone, aud are 
oblong in shape except at the top, where the side posts project 
in the usual fashion. About the actual doorway, is a narrow 
line of plain blue encaustic tiles, and below two full blown 
lotus flowers in white marble. A short approach from this 
gate leads to the tomb itself, a massive octagonal building, 
constructed of the grey-stone of the country. It stands on 
a plinth, approached by an ascent of two steps with a sloping 
way of stone between. The tomb is surrounded by a covered 
colonnade ; the pillars, twenty-four in number, stand on the 
edge of the plinth. These pillars are of a highly peculiar 
form, being oblong, and so cut as to present the appearance 
of two oblong shaped pillars joined by a narrow belt ; at each 
corner of the octagon, the outer pillar is strengthened by a 
buttress of solid stone, which greatly contributes to the 
general appearance of strength and solidity which characte¬ 
rize the building. The dome springs from a low cylinder 
ornamented with colour, and with .-sixteen finials. The dome 


itself is crowned with an open octagonal lantern of red-stone, 
around the dome arc eight octagonal cupolas resting on low 
pillars. There is only one dour into the tomb, that to the 
south, which is of similar construction to the one in the outer 
court. In the space between tbe bntci of the doorway and 
•he apex of the arch, in which it is set. is a fan-light of lattice 
work in stone. The other six apertures, except the west on**, 
answer to till' south doorway, except that the doorway in 
.,!.-ir «ase is tilled up with stone lattice work, divided hy two 
M.ii/. Mital b.us of solid stone. The west side is filled, up 
with a handsomely carved tjuihlah'jcJi, also in stone. This 
niche wail :s also carved on the reverse. Above the range 
m die d*ors are foui ur-hod windows in stone open-work and 
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over tliem springs the dome. This is ot ample diameter and 
is painted with belts of colour running diagonally from the 
bottom up to a circle of colour, which fills the centre, 
immediately under the centre of the dome is a tomb of 
a man, and to the right two women’s graves ; while 
in a row nearer the south aoor, are the tombs of two 
female, and two male children. All these graves are 
of stone; but owing to the tomb having been formerly 
utilized as a dwelling-house, I was unable to discover the 
atone of which the tombs and the quiblaghah were constructed, 
but I rather think it was marble. [They are built of mar¬ 
ble]. At a short distance to the south-west inside the court¬ 
yard stands a three-domed mosque, evidently of the same 
period The wall of this building is pierced with five 
arches resting on low square pillars of grey-stone plainly cut. 
There is a second row of columns running down the centre of 
the mosque. . . 

“ I think the tomb itself affords strong evidence that the 
tradition [which ascribes it to Mubdrak Shall] is right, and 
that the name of the site relates to the hapless Savyad. The 
shape of the dome, the limited use of encaustic tiles as a de¬ 
coration,* the fashion of the door ornaments, all point to the 
early part of the fifteenth century as the date of the building, 
while the costly nature of the tomb, the ample court in which 
it stands, with its accompanying inosque, seem to place it 
beyond the means of a mere nobleman, especially at a time 
when Delhi was at its lowest point of depression. Unless, 
therefore, there be strong contemporary evidence against it, X 
am inclined to think that the principal tomb is that of the 
second Sayyad king.”* 


Tho Tomb of Muhammad Shah, the third Savyad King 
of Delhi is m the village of Khairpur, and at a short distance 
from the tomb of his uncle and predecessor, Mubarak Shdh. 
For some time Muhammad Shdh successfully defended his capi¬ 
tal against the treacherous attacks of his lieutenant, Bablol 
Khdn Lodi, governor of Dibalpur; but the King’s unpopula¬ 
rity was such. “ that there were Amirs at >i kos from Delhi 
who shook off their allegiance and mam . tensions to inde- 


# Tremlett, 
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pendence.” At length, in the year 819 A. H. (1445 A. D.) 
.Muhammad Shdh died, and he was buried in the villag« 
of Khairpur. The tomb of Muhammad Shah bears such close 
resemblance to that of Mubarak Shah, that no special descrip¬ 
tion of it is necessary. 

Fergusson gives a beautiful sketch of this tomb in hin 
History of Architecture, (Vol. II. p. 653.) “ It consists of an 
octagonal apartment,” says he, “ about 50 feet in diameter, 
surrounded by a \erandah following the same form, each being 
ornamented by three arches of the sti’L 1 pointed form gene¬ 
rally adopted by the Pathans, and it is supported by double 
square columns, which are almost as universal with them a• 
the form of arch.” 


The Tomb of Bahlol Lodi. —This tomb was built 
in 894 A. H. (1488 A. D.) by Sikandar Lodf, the son of 
Bahlol Lodi, who brought the body of his father from Badhouli, 
and buried it here. It stands outside the western wall of the 
enclosure ot the shrine of Nasir-uddin Chiragh Delhi, in 
a garden known as Judh Bagh ; it is 44 feet square,' with 
three arched doors on each side ; the pillars of these arches 
are of red sand-stone, about two ftet square and about 
eight feet high. The spandrels of the arches are ornamented 
with medallions, over which projects a deep stone weathering, 
the roof being protected by a heavy stone and masonry 
embattled parapet, about 18 feet from the floor. The 
floor of the tomb is paved with red sand-stone, “ but 
the grave stone of carved stone is still visible ; it is now of a 
dark brown colour, the result I presume of discoloration.”t 
Above the tomb is surmounted by five masonry domes, 
the centre one being somewhat higher than the rest, and 
ornamented with vertical flutings. 

The tomb is now occupied by the Khadam of Chirdgh 
Delhi’s shrine. 


Witliin a few yards of this tomb is a 33 feet square room, 
the walls of which are covered with perforated red sand- 


•• o> 
* 


* B.il ar mentions in Ins Memoirs, that after the com {next of Delhi h«* visile. I 
«• f »iiibs ami tfar.lenn of Sultan Bah! il ami Sultan Sikn.fler" ; it i* 

ltk. l v that the present barren uci^hhourhooil of the tomb was onee a pnluti. 


t Ji.inlcM. 



FANJ BURJ OR THE *1VK DOMES 


163 


stone screens, and it is believed to contain the graves of Bahlol 
Lodi's ministers. Bahlol Lodi died on his way from Etawah 
to Delhi ; according to the Var'ikh-i-Khdn • fah/in Lodi, 
in the village of Malawi, but according to the Tarikh-i-Daudi 
in “ the town of Jaliii." His corpse was sent to Delhi 
by his son Nizim Kh£u, afterwards so well known as 
Sikandar Lodi. 


Panj Burj or The Five Domes. —The village of Kan- 
chanpiir, which is about six miles to the south of Modern 
Delhi, was given to one Zamarud Khdn as a Jagir and 
lias sometimes been called Zamarudpur. In this village 
is the family burial ground of Zamarud Khdn ; perhaps, the 
most renowned members of the family were buried in 
the five tombs, which are commonly called Panj Burj 
or The Five Domes. These tombs were built in the reigns 
of the Lodis, and not unlikely, as Syud Ahmed Khan 
states, in the reign of Sikandar Lodi, about the year 894 
A. H. (1488 A. D). 

The first tomb, as you enter the village, is within a 
40 feet square enclosure, ti walls of which are eleven 
feet high ; there are broken steps in the front wall which 
lead into the court through a gateway, about 13 feet wide and 
15 feet high, the door itself being about four feet wide. The 
back wall of the court is now levelled with the ground. The 
tomb, which is an open square room, stands on a plinth about 
2 feet from the ground, and consists of a dome resting on 
twelve sand-stone pillars ; from the floor to the roof, which 
is ornamented with a false embattled parapet and surrounded 
by a deep stone ledge, it is about 15 feet high ; and to tha 
top of the dome it is about 35 feet high. Tho dome is built 
of stone and masonry ; the graves in this tomb aro in ruins. 
The towers which once stood on the corners of the enclosure 
are no longer in existence. 

The second Buij is an open hexagonal room in a walled 
enclosure, which is about 50 feet square, and 9 feet from 
the level , of the ground. The room, which stands on a 
2 feet high plinth, has a diametor of 15 feet, it is covered by 
a dome on six stone pillars and is about 22 feet high from 
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tiie floor to the top of tlio masonry dome. The monument in 
the centre of the tomb was either destroyed or removed. 

the third Burj is an open square of 19^ feet, with twelve 
Sand stone pillars supporting a masonry dome ; from the floor 
to the roof it is 13 feet high, and to the top of the dome it is 
fully 30 feet high. The dome is built of stone and mortar. 
In the centre of the tomb is a grave which is covered by a 
monument of red sandstone about 4£ feet long, 2^ feet wide 
and 3 inches high. 

The fourth Burj is a more pretentious building ; 
it is 48 feet square, but has no plinth. From the floor 
to the roof of the tomb, which is protected by a false 
embattled parapet, it is 33 feet high, and from the roof to the 
top of the dome it is 38 feet high ; the dome is made of stone 
and mortar. There are twenty stone pillars in the tomb, 
and three doors in each of its four walls. There are six 
graves in this tomb ; a flight of steps in its south-western 
wall, takes the visitor to the top of the building. 

The fifth Burj is also a walled building, better finished 
than the rest, and in better preservation. It is a square of 
41 feet, and stands on a plinth about 7 feet from the ground. 
The roof is about 31 feet from the ground, over which stands 
a dome about 30 feet high. The dome of the tomb is built 
of masonry and stone, and the rest of the building is of sand¬ 
stone. There are three doors, in the northern, southern and 
eastern walls of the tomb, the roof is supported by 24 stone 
pillars. There are three graves in the tomb but like the rest of 
the graves, they are devoid ot inscription or ornamention. 


Basti Baon, or the Spring of Basti.— Khawjah Sara 

Bftsti Khiin was a eunuch, and a man of importance in the 
r^ign ot Si hand a r Lodi ^ he enclosed an extensive piece 
of ground near ths village of Nizdm-uddm, and built a large 
domed gateway, a mosque, a spring and a tomb in it. byuct 

Ahmed Khun gives the year 894 A. H. (1488 A. D.) as 
the probable date of the building of this tomb. 

The whole place is now more or less in decay. The spring 
is dry and was probably 112 feet long and 31 feet wide; the 
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rooms, which were once built in the walls of the spring, have 
since disappeared; »vith the exception, however, of about three 
or four rooms in the northern and southern walls which may 
yet be seen partially buried under debris and earth. The 
walls of the spring were about 15 foot high, and on the 
corners of its eastern wall were two open pavilions, about 11 
feet square and 14 feet high. The steps which once led 
to the water, with the exception of about nine broken ones, 
are now buried under earth. 

On the west of the spring is the mosque of Basti Khan 
It is an oblong of 13 feet by 57 feet, and is 14 feet high from 
the floor of the enclosure, and 36 feet from the road 
under its back-wall. The mosque is entered tlnough three 
arched doors ; the door in the centre is much wider than those 
on its sides ; in the side walls of the mosque are steps which 
lead to the roof. 

The gateway is built of stone and mortar ; it is a square 
of 35 feet and stands on a plinth 10 feet high . from the top 
of the plinth to the roof it is 27 feet high, and’ from the roof 
to the top of the dome it gains 23 feet more, thus giving a 
total height of 60 feet to the building. On either side of the 
gateway is a lofty recessed arch, in which a square door is set 
On the western side of the gateway, and on either side of the 
centre recessed arch, is a small arched window. The western 
face of the gateway is ornamented, though sparingly, with red 
sand-stone ; up to a height of about three feet from* the plinth 
the gateway is faced with grey sand-stone. 

Within a few yards of the gateway, on the east, is the 
tomb of Basti Khan. It is 46 feet square and about 
15| teet high ; originally, there were arched cells 9 feet 
deep on its four sides, five on the north, south and west 
and only two on the east, one on either side of the two 
flights of steps which lead to the roof of the building 
With the exception of two cells, the rest of the southern 
corridor is down. The centre room, about 22 feet square 
enclosed by the cells, contains the grave of Basti Khan • 
With the exception of those on the east, the cell* com¬ 
municate with one another through openings in the inner 
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Two flights of 12 steps each, from opposite sides, meet in 
the middle of the top of the eastern wall of the tomb. The roof 
of the tomb is entered through a red stone gateway and in 
its centre is a platform raised by three steps, over which stands 
an open 21 feet square room, surmounted by a dome supported 
by twelve stone pillars. The dome is about 27 feet from the 
platform and about 44 test from the ground. On each of the 
four corners of the terrace there is an open 7 feet square 
pavilion, the dome of which was supported by four pillars and 
was about 15 feet high. Of these pavilions three may yet be 
seen ; that on the south-western corner has disappeared alto¬ 
gether. The masonry monument over the grave of Basti 
Khan is now a pile of broken stone and mortar covered by 
the dome of the centre pavilion. 


Moth ki-Masjid.—This mosque was built near the grave 
of Mubarak Shah, the second Sayyad King of Delhi, in the 
reign of Sikandar Shah Lodf, and in the year 894 A. II. 
(i488 A. D.) A large well was also sunk close to the mosque, 
and an inscription was put in it on red sand-stone, which 
has suffered much from efflorescence and of which the follow¬ 
ing is a translation in English : — 


[Tliisl mosque in the reign of...Majesty...Sultan [like] Solomon, 

[SiJ kandar Slitfh, sou of Bahlol Shah Lodi, may 

God perpetuate his reign. 

[Si] kandar. 

The gateway of this mosque, which Syud Ahmed Khan 
believes was a very remarkable building, is now unhappily in 
a hopeless stale of decay. Tradition gives a very curious 
account of the origin of the name of the mosque : it is said 
that, once upon a time, a poor man picked up a grain of Moth 
(pulse) which he sowed in the earth and vowed to devote its 
produce to a charitable purpose ; season after season this 
was multiplied, till the produce of several narvests were 
large enough to defray the costs of this mosque. 

It is a good specimen ot the style of architecture which was 

common m the tune of the LodU. The moeque, which stands 

on a spacious terrace about 6 feet high, is an oblong of13feet 
bv ‘10 feet • it-’ height, from the terrace to the top of the centre 
dome, isf eet. 11 consists of a row of five rooms, each having 
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an arched entrance in front ; the centre doorway is set in a 
lofty recessed arch. The pilasters of these arches are orna¬ 
mented with small recessed arches, there being eight such 
arches, one above another, and five on those of the side arches. 
The removal of the stone facings of the centre arch, 
from different places, in the pilasters of the centre arch, 
has disfigured its general appearance. The roof of the mosque 
is surmounted by three domes, one being over the centre room, 
and one each over the corner rooms. The domes aro neither 
large nor graceful ; they are made of stone and mortar, 
and stand on narrow necks in the approved Lodi style. 
The side domes are in a very dilapidated state. The side 
entrances are lower than the main entrance of the mosque 
which is in the centre, and are sheltered by a deep 
stone ledge resting on plain corbels, but very little of 
this now remains. “The face,” says Mr. Beglar, “was 
likewise adorned by coloured plaster medallions ; the 
material used is rubble and plaster, but some of the 
ornamented parts, the pillars at the jambs, &c., are of 
cut stone; marble was used for the bands of inscriptions in the 
gateway ; these bands were both plain and coloured; if 
color was used in the interior, all trace of it is lost by a layer 
of soot, but outside and in the gateway the colors used are 

f reen, blue, red, both the red sand stone and red colour, white, 
lack and possibly yellow ; the enclosure wall is arcaded 
the outside ana also inside.” There are steps on 
irn and southern walls of the mosque leading to 


in 


the roof. 


The mosque, I regret to add, is still in the possession of 
the villagers of Mubarakpur, who have disfigured its inner 
walls with their cooking places, and the mud partitions 
which have cut up the mosque into small rooms. 


The Tomb of Langar Khan.— This monument stands 

near the village of Khairpur, and was probably built, as Syud 
Ahmed Khan states, in the year 900 A- H. (1494 A. D.) 
in the reign of Sikandar Lodi; Langar Khan was an Amir 
of the court of Sikandar Lodi. The tomb is only remarkable 
for its unimpressive solidity ; it stands on the west of a terrace 
about 8 feet high, and 70 feet square ; the tpmb itself is about 
43 feet square and 66 feet high ; on each Of its four corners 
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stood a lofty domed room, about 18 feet square and 40 feet 
high ; the room on the north-western corner is only traced 
by its ruins ; that on the north-eastern corner has lost its 
dome. There were graves in the corner rooms ; one grave in 
the last mentioned room is still in existence. 

The room containing the grave of Langar Khan is about 
33 feet high from the floor to the parapet of the roof, and 
another 33 feet from the roof to the top of the domo. It has 
three doors on each of its three sides ; the western wall contains 
three recessed arches in the form of the Qiblehgah of a mosque. 
There are three graves in this room ; that of Langar Khan, the 
largest in size, is near the western wall ; it is built of stone 
and mortar, and is 13 feet long, 9 feet broad and 8 feet high. 

In the centre of the terrace of the mosque is an 
open pavilion of twelve sand-stone pillars, supporting a mason¬ 
ry dome. This pavilion is about 23 feet square ; it is 16 feet 
hi'di from the floor of the court to the roof of the room, 
and from the roof to the top of the dome it gains another 
16 feet. The whole of the tomb and its surrounding buildings 
are made of stone and mortar, and the outer walls are cased 
with plaster ; it is a very poof specimen of the Lodi style of 
monumental architecture. 


TinBuij or The Three Domes. --These tombs stand 
within a few yards of Moth-ki-Masjid, on the left of the road 
from Modern Delhi to the Qutb Mindr, and close to the 
mausoleum of Safdar Jang. They are built of stone and mortar 
and may be seen from the road already referred to. The names 
popularly given to these tombs of Bare Khan, Chote Khan 
and Kale Kbdn, are inventions of some rustic genius which I 
am not willing to accept, but I agree with Syud Ahmed Khdn 
that they belong to the Lodt period and were very likely 
built about the year 900 A. H. (1494 A. D.) 

The centre tomb is twice the size of the tombs on its 
fiides ; they are all square buildings with domes springing 
ut of narrow cylinders ; the roots are protected by low 
ornamented parapets, having on each of its four cornera a small 
open pavilion. The corner pavilions ot one of the smaller tombs 
haveSaappeared. On each of the four faces of the tomb is a 
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lofty recessed arch, in which a door is set. Above the range of 
these arches the walls of the totnb have smaller recessed arches, 
which are intended to relieve the monotony of heavy looking 
plastered walls ; about two feet over the doorway the wall is 
pierced fcy a small arched window. 

Rajon-ki-Ba-in.—This spring was built by Daulath 
Khan, an Amir of the court of Sikandar Lodi, in the year 
922 A. H. (1516 A~ D.) : it stands to the south of the tomb 
of Adkam Khan and to the south-west of the Qutb 
Minar, within five minutes walk of both these places. The 
spring is supposed to have been, at one time, occupied by 
stone-masons (ttaj), and hence called Rajon-ki-Ba-in or the 
Mason’s Spring. On the north of the spring there are stone 
steps which lead down to the water. I have been able to count 
only 66 steps, 57 above and 9 under water, but the natives of 
the place believe that there are many more. On the other three 
sides of the spring there are lofty stone walls, containing four 
rows of arched rooms, equal in height but unequal in number. 
The walls are about 77 feet high, and those on the east and 
west are 108 feet long. In February last, there was only 9 
feet of water in the spring, but in the rains it is much deeper, 
and the lower rooms of the side walls, I am told, have been 
sometimes under water. 


On a level with the top of the western wall of the spring 
is the .court of a mosque, paved with masonry and stone? 
On this terraco also stands an open pavilion containing a 

!v! sque , is about 77 feet lon S> feet broad, 
and 22 feet high ; it has three arched doors, each about G feet 

wide and 9 feet high ; the roof which is perfectly flat, having a 

deep stone ledge underneath, supported on corbels, is reached 

by steps m the side walls of the mosque. The whole building 
is of stone and mortar. 5 


f .. v h u d T e ^ P av,ho 1 n . ia * ^are of 18 feet, and is about 27 
feet high ; the dome, which is built of masonry, is supported by 

capitals of whlch ornamented with red 

eand-stone. The monument over the grave is built of 
sand-stone, is about 9 feet long and 6 feet broad but 
beats no inscription. The following inscription is en^aved 
in red sand-stone on the southern face of the pavilion : JT 

In the reign of the gracious [Kingl, [a] king greater than the 



170 


THE TOMB OF SIKANDAR SHAH LODI. 


great [kings], with faith in the Merciful : Sikandar Sh&h son of Bahlal 
Sb&h, Sultan, may God perpetuate his reign and his kingdom ; [this 
pavilion was] built by the slave, who hopes lor the mercy of the Protec¬ 
tor, Khan Daulatb, son of Khwajah Muhammad, ou the first of the 
mouth of llajab, in the year 922 [Hijri].” 


The Tomb of Sikandar Shah Lodi On the 7th 
of Ziq’ad, 923 A H. (November 1517 A. D.) Sikandar Shah 
Lodi died in Agra, and we are told by the author of tho 
Tar'tkh-i-Khan Jahdn Lodi that “ his coffin was removed to 
Delhi and deposited there, together with that of his father, in 
a garden which Isldm Shah Sur had enclosed and prepared for 
the purpose.” There is evidently a mistake in the latter 
portion of this account, as Sikandar Lodi was not buried near 
his father, and it would require a very strong imagination to 
place the two graves iu the same garden. 

About a quarter of a mile from the tomb of Safdar Jang, 
close to an ancient stone bridge, stands the mausoleum 
of this “ the greatest of the Lodi's,” and was probably built 
in the year 923 A H. (1517 A. D.) by his son Ibrahim 
Shah LodL This tomb closely resembles in style that of the 
Sayyad King, Mubarak Shdh, but the small open pavilions 
round the centre dome are wanting in the former, while 
the increased perpendicularity of,its dome indicates a some¬ 
what later period. 

The tomb stands in a battlemented walled enclosure, 
about 264 feet square; the corners were supported by 
octagonal towers, only two of which are now in existence. 
The'walls are 8 feet thick and about 23 feet high, the main en¬ 
trance of the enclosure is through a gate in the southern wall 
“ This gate is protected by a square (sand-stone) out¬ 
work in front (about 66 feet by 52 feet) ; the means of egress 
beincr by turning to the right and passing through an aper- 
ture°in the west side of this advanced work, the south side 
beino- a continuous wall. At each end of. this last-named 
walCa-re two cupolas adorned with encaustic tiles and sup¬ 
ported on red stone pillars. * 


* TremUtA 
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In the middle of the western enclosure wall is a wall- 
mosque, the centre arch of which is about 65 feet high and 39 
teet wide ; the side arches are comparatively insignificant. 

After giving a full description of the tomb of Mubarak 
Sh&h, it is hardly necessary to do the same with the tomb of 
Sikandar Lodi ; I have already noticed the fact, that there are 
no small open pavilions round the centre dome of the latter 
tomb. 


The Mosque and Tomb of Jamali. —Shaikh Fazl-ullah, 
alias Jal&l Khstn, but better known by his nom de plume of 
Jamali, was a great traveller, a man of literary fame and a 
poet whom kings delighted to honour. He was the favor¬ 
ite of four Successive rulers of Delhi ; he was in the 
height of his fame in the reign of Sikandar Lodi, and died 
in that of Humiyun, still standing high in royal favour. 
“ His power of debate in the assembly of religious men was 
acknowledged by all, and even the learned submitted to his 
authority.” In the year 935 A. H. (1528 A. D.), he built a 
mosque and a room—afterwards his tomb—in the old village 
of Qutb Sahib, and the ruins of the village may yet be seen in 
their neighborhood. Jamdlf accompanied Hum&yun to Gujrat, 
where he died on the 10th of Ziqa’d, in the year 942 A. H. 
(1535‘A. D.l ; his body was brought to Delhi and interred in 
the room which he had occupied as a dwelling during his 
life-time. The mosque and the tomb are in two adjoining 
walled courts ; and in the northern wall of the mosque, which 
is the southern wall of the tomb, is a door-way now closed 

The court of the mosque is about 120 feet long and 70 
feet broad ; it is now entered through its eastern wall, but 
this entrance appears to me to be quite a modern alteration. 
Its original gateway was in the southern wall, which has now 
been cut off by a new wall which unites the eastern with the 
western wall. The mosque of Jamali. bears close resem¬ 
blance to Moth-ki Masjid, with only this difference that, 
while the former has only one dome the latter has three! 
The dome of Jamdli’s mosque is in the later Lodi style. 
The, body of the building is 120 feet long and 27 feet 
wide ; from the floor of the mosque to its roof it Is 32 feet hio-h, 
and from the roof to the top of the dome it gains 10 feet more! 
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There are five arched doors to the mosque ; the centre arch, 
which is recessed about 2 feet deep into the face of the wall, 
is 30 feet high and 15 feet wide ; the capitals of the pilasters 
from which the arch springs are of red sand-stone, tastefully 
engraved, but whether they ever rose above the level of the 
roof it is impossible to say ; the inner edge of the arch 
is ornamented with fretwork, and the spandrels are 
decorated with ornamental bosses. The rectangular bands 
which enclose the arch are of marble and red sand-stone. 
Under the apex of the arch, in the wall which contains the 
centre door of the mosque, there is a small arched opening 
with a stone bracket for its base. About three or four 
feet under this window is the centre door referred to ; it is 
about 14 feet high and 10£ feet wide, and is also enclos¬ 
ed by rectangular bands of marble and red sand-stone 
having bosses in the spandrels. 

On either side of the centre arch there are two side 
arches, about 12 feet high and 10 feet wide. The roof over 
the centre arch is fully 8 feet higher than the roofs over the 
side arches. In the pilasters of the extreme side arches there 
are two, 3 feet high but shallow, recessed arches; the lower 
arches in the outer pilasters are open and contain steps which 
lead to the roof of the mosque. The spandrels of the minor 
arches are also ornamented with bosses, and like the rest of 
the face of the mosque, are cased with grey and red sand¬ 
stone. 

The mosque is paved with sand-stone. In each of 
the live rooms the western wall contains a high recessed 
arch with a niche in it ; these niches are ornamented 
with marble bands and engravings. The centre room sup¬ 
ports the dome of the mosque ; its ceiling is arched., while 
those of the side rooms are fiat. The centre room is a 
square, but above a certain height from the floor it r becomes an 
octagon from which the dome springs ; the corners of this 
room arc cut off with beautifully engraved pendentives 

Heavy stono brackets stand out from the back wall 
of the me»que. and arc intended to relieve its blank expanse. 

To the north of the mosque, and in the north-western 
comer of a court, about 70 feet square,—with embatt.ee, walls 
about 10 teet high—is the tomb of Maulana Jamait- lie 
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walls are built of grey stone and mortar ; the court-yard, 
la entered through a low doorway in its northern wall; 
there are small arched niches in the walls all round, those in 
the western wall are generally open. In the south-western 
corner of the enclosure is a rocm which was evidently intended 
for the attendant of the tomb ; here also is the door which 
communicated with the mosque, and which is now closed. 
To the east of the tomb of Jamdli is an open domed par 
vilion in which there are several graves. 

The grave of Jamah is in a room ; 25 feet square 
16 feet high, and has a door in its southern wall. Over the 
door, which is set in a narrow arch, and all round the 
building, is a deep stone ledge supported by a series of plain 
corbels ; underneath this, but not covered by the ledge, an ena¬ 
melled band goes round the room. The parapet round the flat 
roof is also ornamented with fancy designs in bright colours. 
On either side of the door is a narrow recessed arch ; half way 
round the top of these arches, are small niches built for 
lamps. 

The floor of the room is paved with white marble 
bordered with bands of black marble. In the centre of the 
western wall is a small recessed arch intended for a mosque. In 
the northern and the. eastern walls there are red stand-stone 
screens for the admission of light and air. On either side of 
these screens, of the door and the recessed arch in the 
western wall, there are two feet square nichea The ceiling 
of the room, which is flat, is beautifully, but rather profusely 
painted in bright colours. The grave of Jamali is in the 
centre of the room ; on its right is another grave supposed 
to be that of one Kamfili, a brother of Jamdli, but for this 
statement I have not been able to find any authority. There 
is room for a third grave on the left of the grave in the centre. 
The two graves are of marble, beautifully polished but flat 
and without any ornament or inscription. 


The Tomb of Imam Zaman, alias Imam Mrihamma^ - 

AJt, is also known as the tomb of Sayyad HasanPai Mindr.— 
Muhammad Ali came to Delhi from Turkistan, in the reign 
of Sikandar Lodf, and is supposed to have held an official 
position in connexion with the Masjid Quvvat-ul-islam. He 
ouilt this tomb during his life-time, and was buried in it after 
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his death. The tomb is a very pretty domed room ; it is in 
very fair order, and is built within ten yards of the ’Alai Gate. 
It is about 24 feet square, and from the floor to the top 
of the pinnacle it is 54 feet high. There are three screens 
of lattice work in three out of its four walls : in its 
southern wall is the entrance, the frame ot which is of marble ; 
and on either side of it is a screen corresponding with those 
on the opposite side. The screens are of red-stone and are sup¬ 
ported by twelve pillars, inclusive of those in the four corners. 
The capitals and bases of these pillars are tastefully carved ; 
over the capitals are corbels which support a stone ledge which 
goes round the room. About four feet above this is the or¬ 
namental parapet of the roof. The dome is of red sand-stone 
but covered with plaster and is occasionally whitewashed ; it 
is low but very graceful, stands on an octagonal cylinder of a 
larger diameter than itself. The monument on the grave, which 
is also ot marble, is seven feet long, about four feet wide 
and eighteen inches high ; it is of very simple construction. 
At the head of the grave is a lamp-stand of red-stone 
about 2 feet high. There is an inscription over the door¬ 
way.* 


The Grave and Mosqne of Qutb Sahib— Bakhtyar, 
surnamed Qutb-uddin Bakhtyiir Kdki of Ush, is one of the 
most revered names in the history of the religious sects of the 
Indo-Muhammadan world. He was the friend and disciple 
of M’uin-uddin Chisfci, and next to him, perhaps, the greatest 
Chistf saint of I ndia. He followed the advanced guard of 
the Muhammadan conquerers of Delhi, and accompanied 


* English translation of the inscription : “ In the name of God, the merciful and 
the compassionate ! 

The stated prayers of praise [of God] and supplication may for ever be offered 
by the residents of the pure courtyard [Heaveu], and the residents of the pure 
tomb [of Muhammad] as a sacrifice to God. The friends of His [sacredJ 
house' having sacriiied this world and the next in His path, and made 
the treasures of life and of the heart a] sacrifice to the crest of His 
House. TMay] more praise reach the sweetly scented grave, and the 
illuminated grave of the Intercessor [Muhammsd] on the day of Judg¬ 
ment and [over the graves] of his pure descendants and his friends. A 
puro’heSLi the strength of Fate me friend, of the Kazrath the guide 
of men Muhammad, of the desceut of Safwi Muhammad All of the sect of 
Hasan of the familv of Hosain, selected from among the holy Sayyada ; and 
selected from among the pure ; a Jesus of the world of recluse aud asceticism, 

a Moses of the Mountain.” 
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his "Teat master to the Masjid Aulfd to thank Providence for 
the success of the Faithful over the Idolators. 

The history of no political success or disaster is associ¬ 
ated with the name of Qutb Sahib ; he was pre-eminently 
a man of peace, and, although, on the authority of the Scnr-uo- 
Antab, he seems to have lived on terras of enmity with Mu¬ 
hammad Ghorl, he was the spiritual guide and trusted friend 
of Altamsh, in whose reign he achieved the greatest amount of 
missionary success, and in whose reign he died at the compara¬ 
tively early age of 52. In the reign of Qutb-uddin Aibek, he 
first acquired” fame as a religious leader, and such was 
his sanctity, that when he died, which is supposed to have 
occurred in a reverie, on the 14th of Ttabi I, 633 A. H. (1236 
A. D.), his funeral rites was performed by Sultan Altamsh, 

“ who was never late at a single prayer, nor did he neglect 
one.” 

Qutb Sdhib was the son of Sayyad Musa, a native of TJsh 
in Mawar-ul-nahr; he married at Delhi, and two of his 
sons are buried within the walls which contain his own 
remains. The saint Khdwjah-Khizr, who still "regulates 
the weather and the price current of grains,” appeared to him in 
a dream, and gave him the power of prophecy; a gift of which, 
unlike one of his proud successors, Nizam-uddi'n, he evidently 
made no great use. He lived and died a popular priest, and 
the honour paid to his remains by the King is not to be 
compared to the honours that are daily paid to his memory 
by his followers. 

From his dying bed, Qutb Sahib sent his cloak and staff 
to his disciple Farid Shakrganj, at Pak Patan, near Multan. 
It is related, that when Mu’in-uddin Chisti visited Delhi, his 
friend and disciple Qutb Sdhib expressed a wish to accom¬ 
pany M’uin-uddln to Ajmir; but no sooner was this wish gene¬ 
rally known, than the people of Delhi begged of M’uin-uddin 
that Qutb Sdhib may be allowed to live among them “ for 
their welfare and the honour of their city.” " Out of respect 
for the unanimous desire of such a large body of men, the 


* According to the author of the Sair-ul-Aqttib y Qutb Sdhib arrived iu Delhi 
in the year 5S4 A- H. (11S9 A. D.) fully three years before the cououest of that place 
by the Muhammadans ;—one of the mistakes iu chronology of r-uch constant occur 
rence in native histories. 
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prayer was granted/’ and Qutb Sahib lived .and died 
at Delhi ; and was buried among the people, who are still 
so warmly attached to his memory. The grave ofQulb 
Sahib has always been held in great veneration, and it 
is related by Ahmad Yddgdr in his Ta rikh - i-Saldt in-i- A fa - 
ghdnah , that before Himun, the Hindu general of ’Adil 
Shah Stir, marched out of Delhi to meet the Moghal 
army, “ he went to the sanctified mausoleum of the Qutb-ul- 
Aktab. the polar star of religion and pietv, . . he vowed that 
if he were destined to conquer Delhi, if the throne of 
Delhi were granted him and the Moghal troops put to flight, 
he would become a Mussulman.” 

When the news of Qutb Sail. As death reached Pale 
Patan, Shaikh Farid Shakrganj came to Delhi and covered 
the grave of the saint with earth, “ which he himself 
brought from the llauz Sham si.” This is the only covering 
of the grave ; to this day it is a mound of earth, white¬ 
washed with lime, and a piece of white cloth is spread over 
it. In the year 948 A. H. (1541 A. D.) in the reign of 
Sher Shah, one Khalfl-ullah Khdn built aD extensive wall 
round the grave, and a gate on the north of the enclosure, 
which bears an inscription.* Ten years later in the year 958 
A. H. (1551 A. D.), in the reign of Salfm Shah, one 
Yusuf Khdn built another gate which is the present main 
entrance of the tomb.t Through this gateway, you enter 
a lane about 40 yards long, formed by the back walls of houses 
and the walls of courtyards. At the end of this lane there are 
six stone steps which lead to a raised but not lofty arched 

* English translation of the inscription 

“ In the reign of the nun of the world of prosperity, Sher SI>&h, 

Sultan, of the crescent standard, the starlike army, and sky like excellent 
6laves ; 

This grand tomb, within the doors of which 

Is verified, the saying :—This is the door of the house of prosperity, 

In the year 948 of ilijri, was 

Built, under the superintendence of the Shaikh, the cherisher of religion 
KhalU-ul-Haq.” x 

1- English translation of the inscription on the gate :— 

“ In the reign of the King of the world [and of] Isidro, 

This gate was elevated to the dignity of the sky ; 

Although there are a hundred gates in Paradise, 

There i* no gate like this gate. 

it wm built by a Shaikh, to whom _ 

The title of a second Ydsuf | Joseph] was given by God r 
When I aske 1 its name aud date, 

[He] said [it id TUa Dargah of Khwdjah AqtAb. 


t:is ghave and mosque of qutb sahib. 
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stone orate way built by Maulaua Fakhr-uddin, a man of some 
consequence in the reign of Shah ’Alain ; the gateway has on 
one side three rooms and on the opposite side a single room 
for the convenience of the attendants ot the tomb. 


On the riu-ht of the visitor, before he enters tins gateway, 
is a walled enclosure, about 57 feet long and 54 feet broad ; on 
the west of the enclosure is a small mosque with three arches, 
and in front of the mosque is the grave-yard of the family ot 
the late Nawab of Jhajjar. The most important grave here is 
that of Nijdbatli ’Alt, the first Nawdb of Jhajjar, to whom 
Lord Lake, on behalf ot the British Government, granted this 
principality as a Jagir. It is covered by a plain marble 
tomb, about 3 feet high and 10 feet square ; the grave ot 
Kijahath ’All’s wife is also under this tomb. At the head ot 
these graves there is a marble tomb of the same size as that 
over Nijabiith ’Ali but with the addition of a dwarf perfora¬ 
ted marble parapet round it, and ahead stone which bears 
the date 1250 A. H. (1843 A. D.) It is built over the re¬ 
mains of Faiz Muhammad Khdn, the son of Nijabath Ali. 
On the right of this tomb is another tomb of marble 
which resembles the grave of Faiz Muhammad, but wants 
the marble parapot and the head stone of the others, 
and it is built over the grave ol Faiz ’All Khan, the 
father of Abdul Rahman Khdn, the last Nawdb of Jhajjar. 
Abdiil Rub man Khan was hanged for his complicity in the 
rebellion of 1857, and his body was disposed of by the orders 
of Government as that of a common felon. 


As you enter the inner court of the tomb, through the 
gateway of Maul and Fakhr-uddin, you come to an open stone- 
paved court ; at a distance of about 20 yards in front is an ob¬ 
long doorway set in a high wall, and to your right is an arched 
gateway ;* nearer to your right and before you reach the 
arched gateway, is another enclosure about 35 feet square, 
the walls are of red-stone, ten feet high, and surmounted by 


* English translation of the inscription ou the gate :— 

“ Mankind used to gather pearl in this Treasury of Fortune. 

After all Shakar Khdn threaded the pearls of supplication. 

I asked fof myself] what Khali 1 write as its date ? 

Kizwan [gardener of Paradise] said to my heart -Tho secrets of the gate of 
Paradise.” 
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an open balustrade about 2 feet high.* Within this enclo¬ 
sure is the grave of Mu’atmad Khan, a eunuch of the court of 
Aurangzeb ; his original name was Khwajah Nur, and he 
was successively commandant of the forts of Gwalior and 
Agra. The enclosure is entered through an arched doorway 
having an inscription over its lintel.+ The tomb over the 
grave is of very piain construction, and made of marble ; 
it is about 3 feet high and stands on a masonry plinth 
about 3 feet from the ground. On the west of the enclosure 
is a mosque with five arches, about 29 feet long and 8 
feet deep, with a stone pavement in front, of the length of 
the mosque and about 5^ feet wide. There are four other 
graves in the enclosure which belong to the family of Mir- 
za I lain Baksli of Nizam-uddin. 

Turning to your left and passing under the oblong gate¬ 
way, you enter a stone paved lane, about 58 feet long and 6 
feet wide, with a slope from its northern to its southern end of 
fully 4 feet. On your right is the marble wall of the enclo¬ 
sure of the grave of Qutb Sahib, and on your left is the back 
wall of his mosque. At the end of this lane is a marble gate¬ 
way, and on its right is a marble monument about 4 feet 
from the level of the lane, which stands over the grave 
of Mauhlna Fakhr-uddin. The marble gateway has an 
inscription on it of the reign of Farokhsir.J Turning to 


* The marble monument over the "rave of Sir Theophilus Metcalfe in St. James* 
Church yard, in Delhi, is said to have been originally purchased for the Jhajjar dor¬ 
mitory, but the rebellion of 1857 intervened, and the events which followed placed 
this Muhammadan tomb over a Christian grave. 


f English translation of the inscription on the gateway :— 

“In the reign of the Revealer of Faith, Shdh Alam/rir Mdbf-uddfn, 

Whose justice has created life aud body in the cradle of peace, 

Mu’atmad Khdu became the dust of the feet of Shkh Qutb-uddfu, 

Whose auspicious blessing gives hope of the blessing of God ; 

From tlie light of his presence, every body receives light. 

May the last day be like the light of the moon, illuminated by the light of his 

forehead ; . 

O God, forgive him [Mu’atmad Khdn] for the sake of his [Qutb Sdhib 
feet, which are near him [Mu’atmad Khdn.] 

Illumine his spirit with the light of the saiut [Qutb] of God. 

When 1 asked for the date of this buildiug from the angels, 

The answer came : O God, forgive [him] on the last day [1084 A. U.J 


1 English translation of the inscription on the gateway ;— 

‘God. M ii ham mad. Almbakr. ’Omar. ’Osman. ’Ali. God. 
By the command of the King of the world, [and] of the People, 
Farokhsir, Emperor, whose slaves arc the nine tinnaxnents ; 
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your right, at a distance of about 30 feet on your right, is 
the southern wall of the enclosure of Qutb Sahib s grave , 
it is made of marble and contains four perforated screens. 
Before you enter the second marble gateway, on your left, is 
a small dormitory containing the graves of the family ot the 
Nawabs of Banda. Three of the graves are of marble, and 
are profusely but beautifully ornamented with embossed 
scrolls, fancy patterns and flowers. The bodies of the Nawabs 
of Banda used to be sent to Mahrauli for burial, but since 
the rebellion of 1857 this practice was put a stop to. 

Passing under the second marble gateway, and turning 
to your right, you enter an enclosure the eastern and the 
southern walls of which I have already described. " It is an 
irregular oblong of 98 feet by 57 feet ; about three-fourths 
of its western wall is covered with encaustic tiles, the rest of 
its western and its northern walls are built of stone and 
masonry ; in the northern corner of the western wall is a wall- 
mosque, ornamented with encaustic tiles, and is said to have 
been built by Farid Shakr Ganj when he visited the grave 
of Qutb Sdhib ; the side arches of this mosque are irregularly 
built, as regards their distance* from the centre arch. 

The grave is enclpsed by wooden railings, about 21 feet 
square and 2 feet high ; as already stated, the grave is covered 
with earth and a piece of white cloth is spread over it to 
conceal it from profane eyes. Within a few feet of this 
grave are laid the remains of Taj-uddln-Ushf, of Sayyad 
Ahmad and Sayyad Muhammad, the sons of Qutb Sdhib, 
of Badr-uddin Ghaznavf, Imam-uddm of Abdal and many 
others ; puritanic and severe men with whom faith was 
a great reality. 


Rouud the grave of the chief of the Faith, the Polar star of the zxizxe firma¬ 
ments,— 

That the angels and mankind [may] go ronnd his grave.— 

A tomb beautiful and well arranged, this wall was built, 

Which is like the exalted Qablah, aud is like the dignified KaTjah.® 

•English translation of the inscription on the gateway 

“God. Muhammad. Abdbakr. ’Omar. ’OsnAn. * AH, God. 

By the efforts of the worst of the King’s slaves, 

Firm in his confidence [in the King], tried and found not wan ting ; 

The Angela went into the land of the Paradise of Eden. 

They found its date : The fort of the Paradise of Eden. 

Finished in the 7th year of hiB reigu in the year 1130 Hijrl, 

By the lowertof the slaves of Fsrokhsir, written by ’Abdulkh Ashraf » 
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On your right, after you have passed the first marble 
ateway of Farokhsir and at a distance of ten yards from 
you, are the graves of other friends and relatives of Qutb 
Siihib. A little further on is a marble platform about 4 
feet high and 11 feet square, with a dwarf marble perfo¬ 
rated parapet ; on this platform are placed two beautiful 
marble monuments, one over the grave of the infamous 
Zabtak Khan, who so effectually helped in the ruin of the 
Delhi Empire, and whose son Gholain Qudir acquired a 
reputation even more infamous than that of his father ; and 
the other over the consort of Zabtah Khan. 

As you again turn to your right and walk over a mason¬ 
ry floor, almost parallel to the iane already described, you 
come to the mosque of Qutb Sdkib. 


The Mosque of Qutb Sahib is a very ordinary looking 
building, about 33 feet long and 21 feet wide. It consists 
of three arches ; the back wall of the mosque, with the usual 
recessed arches, is supposed to have been built of mud by 
Qutb Jodhib himself. A row of three arched rooms was 
added to this wall in the reign of Salim Shdh, 958 A. H. 
(1551 A. D.), and a second similar addition was made by 
Farokhsir in the year 1130 A. II. (1717 A. D.) The follow¬ 
ing inscription occurs on the face of the mosque :— 

The object of the confidence [Mu’ataqid] and mercy of the Exalted 
Majesty,* 

King Farokhsir, Emperor, master of the neck [of the people] : 

Built, with a clean heart and firm faith, 

[This] Masjid—beautiful in form and a place of worship [both] 
for tho old and the young. 

The voice of the invisible whispered into the ears of thought ; 

The year and day of its budding: The accepted abode of my 
God.” 


Moti Masjid of Mahrauli. —Walking through the pass¬ 
age formed by the northern wall of the grave of Qutb 
Sahib, and the southern wall of that of Mu’atmad Khan, you 
enter another enclosure through the western gate of the Dar- 
gah. To 3 ’our left is the Moti Masjid, built in the year 1121 


* The name ^ builder of the mosque was Mu'ataqid Kh£n, 
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A. H. (1709 A. D.) by Shah Alam BaMdur Shah, the 
eldest son of Auran^zeb. The pavement in front of the 
mosque is ornamented with the usual “ carpet” pattern in 
black and white marble ; it is 45 feet loDg and 15 feet wide. 
The plinth of the mosque is about 2 feet high ; the 
mosque itself is about 45 feet long and 13 feet deep. 
It consists of three rooms with arched entrances ; on 
either side of the mosque there is an outer room ; the 
room attached to the outer room on the north of the building 
is a recent addition. The original side rooms communi¬ 
cate with the mosque through doors in the inner walls. 
The mosque is built of white marble aud ornamented with 
bands and stripes of black marble. The roof of the mosque 
is surmounted by three marble domes, striped vertically with 
narrow bands of black marble and with pinnacles of white 
marble. The western wall of the mosque contains the usual 
recessed arches. The roof of the mosque and the side rooms 
are protected by battlemented parapets. Taperino- marble 
minarets, about six feet high, flank the ceutre arch, °the side 
arches, and the side rooms, thus forming a row of six minarets, 
of which those on either side c the centre arch are higher 
than the rest. On the back wall of the mosque there are only 
four minarets, one on each of the corners and one on either 
side of the centre dome. The pinnacle on one of the side 
domes is still to be seen ; those on the remaining domes were 

either destroyed or removed. There is no pulpit in the 
mosque. r r 


In the southern wall of the court of the mosque, raised 
by live steps, is a masonry doorway which leads into an 
enclosure formed, on the east and the west, by masonry 
walls, on the south by arched rooms, and on the north 

f X m ^ r ^ e walle d court which contains the graves of three 
of the Emperors of Delhi. Adjoining this court is a piece 
of ground partially enclosed-the burial place of some 

ImperirCn/o/ 'DefK™ “ d ° f ° th “ r mC “ Ws of 

t . , The Payment of the northern court is of marble • it is 6 
feet long and 21 feet wide, and the marble wall is ten feet hie* 6 
the entrance ism the western corner of the southern waH. ’ 
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THE GRAVE OF SHAH ALAM. 


The Grave of Akbar II.— The nearest grave as you 
enter this enclosure is that of Akbar II. The tomb over it is 
of black marble covered with verses from the Qurdn and the 
Muhammadan creed, both tastefully embossed. This tomb 
once stood over the grave of one Qasim ’All Hervf, and bears 
the following inscription :— 

“ The death of Khwdjah Qasim AH Hervf 656 ” (Hijrf.) 

The white marble base of the tomb is 5 feet 8 inches Ion?, 
2 feet 3 inches broad, and 1 foot 8 inches high. The tomb itself 
is 5 feot long, I foot 7 inches wide and 1 foot 5 inches high'. 

On the top of the tomb is engraved the Muhammadan 
creed, and at the head the Bismall&h ; on the left of the 
tomb is the following verse from the poet S’adi:— 

He who has come to this world shall perish ! Thou livest ! 

He who is destined to last and is immortal, must be God. Thou art 
immortal! 

On the right of the grave is the following verse :— 

Do not fix your heart on any other bein^ hut God ! Thou art mer- 
ciful! 

Because your very limbs will (one day) be divided from one another. 
The Benevolent 

At the head of the tomb is an upright head-stone of 
marble, about 2^ feet long and 2 feet w»de, in which the 
following inscription is inlaid with black marble:— 

Shdh Akbar, the giver of light to the world 

Was eclipsed, like the full moon, by death, 

Of the date [of his death] Zafr [Victory] said :* 

The empyrean of Heaven is the resting place of the exalted in 
dignity. (1253 A. H., 1837 A. D.) 

The Grave of Shah Alam.— To the left of the of 

Akbar II. is that of his father, the unfortunate Shdh Alam. 
Between the two tombs a place was reserved for a third grave 
by Baliridur Shah, the son and successor of Akbar 11, 
but the events of 1857 necessitated the deposition of Bahddur 
Shdh, and his banishment to Rangoon, where he died. 

The tomb of Shah ’Alam is of white marble, and is 
erected on a slab of the same material ; the former u : about, 1 
foot and 8 inches wide, G feet long and about 2 feet, high , the 
latter is about 2 feet 4 inches wide and about 7 fee t long. 

*-. Zafr wa the nwn cU plume of ins son, Bahadur Shdh, the last King of DelfcT 
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On the head-stone of the tomb is the following inscrip¬ 
tion :— 


He ia the forgiver and the rewarder! May He make paradise. 

Hia (Sb&h ’Alam) residence ; (for) He is very benevolent. 

The bestower of exalted dignity has set under the dust. 

Alas ! [it has] gone down in the gloom fcaused] by the eclipse of 
death ; 

ShAh’Alam, the Protector of Mankind, has 
Left this world for the pleasure-ground of Eden. 

O Sayyad, my miracle-working pen has written 

A verse in each line of which will be found the date of [his death:] 

He was the sun of the earth before [his death], 

fie is now a sun under the earth. Alas ! Alas t 

1221 [Hijrf] written by Mir Kalan RiivL 

On the head of the monument is engraved the Muham¬ 
madan cieed, on its sides verses from the Quran, containing 
some of the attributes of the Almighty ; on the top of the 
tomb ia a well known verse from the Qurin, which ascribes 
• immortality to God and mortality to man. 


1 ft T r he ^ Grave of ? h o a , h ^adur Shah,— On the 

^ ft ° f t otx? ra :r 0 ,J Shdh * that of Sh4h ’Alam 

Bahadur ^hdh, the eldest son of Aurangzeb, and by far the 

ablest of those who contended for the empire of Delhi on the 

iZ hlrh d ?-^ peror - i fie “««« signal defeats on 
the bikhs, and did more to impair the rising power of the 

Mahraltas than did his father, who commanded the undivided 

resources of the empire Bahadur Sh4h died at an advanced 

age and his son and successor, Jahindkr ShAh, built the 

fb^ le nf W V 3 / hlch enclo «> b* grave, and thT graves of 
three of his descendants. At the head of his Save on 
the marble wall, is the following'inscription g l 

“ Accordiug to the [promise of the] Prophet, mavShAh 'Al.» 

ZEwur* Hea,eafot80011 3SSSSft’StS 

sssi * ? s • 

about 6 feet long and 2 feet bro?<T ‘ f marb ] e > lfc W 

marble railing about 3 feet high. ' U aurrouuded by a 



184 


THB BAOU OV QUTB SAHIB AND PURANA QIL’a*. 


On the west of this enclosure, there are eight marble 
tombs ; the following inscription occurs on the head-stone of 
one of them :— 

“ Sh&ha’b&di ! the Moon ! with a forehead like that of Vemis. 

By death her abode was made under the earth. 

I searched for the date [ot her death] and the voice of the Invisible 
said : 

She has gone to Eden for her pure life. 


The Baoli or Spring of Qutb Sahib —About 25 yards 
to the east of the mosque of Qutb Sahib is a deep spring of 
water, the buildings round which were erected in the year 
1846 by Hafiz Muhammad Daud, a servant and favorite of 
Bahadur Shah, for the use of the Khddams of the tomb. It is 
built in the style of the springs of Nizam- uddin and Daulath 
Khdn. It is 96 feet long, 42 feet wide and 75 feet deep; the 
water in the spring is usually 40 feet deep, and sometimes 
deeper, and is reached by steps on the west and south 
of the building. On the west is the main entrance 
of the spring, through double-storeyed arched rooms. 
The walls on the east, north and south, have three tiers 
of recessed arches and arched rooms 9 feet high and 7 feet 
wide, varying in number and in the depth of the recessed 
space. 


Purana QiTah or Din Panah.—“ The name oflndra- 
prastha is still preserved in that of Indrpat,” says General 
Cunningham, “ a small fort, which is also known by the name 
of Purana kila or the old Fort. This place was repaired by the 
Emppror Humayiin, who changed its name to Din Pandh ; 
but none, save educated Musalmans, ever make use of this 
name, as the common people invariably call it either Indrpat 
or Purana Kila.” T he villagers of Purdnd Qila’h pretend 
to believe that the old buildings, wheresoever they are to be 
found in the village, except those that are decidedly Muham¬ 
madan, are the remains of the capital of the Pandavas. The 
more popular opinion appears to be, that the walls, and the 
gates of the tort were built by Humayun, and that the build¬ 
ings inside the fort belong to the reign of Sher Shah Sur, and are 
about the most perfect specimens of the latest style of Pathan 
architecture. Against this opinion, however, is the authority of 
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the writer of the Tarikh-i-Khdn Jahdn, who says, that Salim 
Shah Sur, after building the fort of Sallmgarh, which was 
opposite to Din Pandh, the fort of Humkyun, he ordered a 
wall to be built round the citadel of the Moghal Emperor. 

The following account of the building of Din Panah is 
taken from the Humdydn Ndmah of Khond Amir : u another 
great work of this just and generous king was the city of Din 
Pandh, , which was really the asylum of religious men. 
Before ouilding the city, he took counsel with “ his great 
courtiers and learned companions,” and expressed to them his 
intention to found near “ the capital of Delhi, a city which 
was to challenge equality with Satura; that the city 
should be the asylum of wise and intelligent persons and be 
called Din Pandh.” The project was highly commended, and 
one of the learned men present at the time remarked that 
“ the numerical value of the words Shah^i-pddshdh Din Pandh, 
was 940, and he said that if the city were built in that year 
it would be a very remarkable fact” From Gwalior, the king 
went to Agra and thence to Delhi, and after having “ taken 
omens and religious advice, a rising ground adjacent to the 
banks of the stream of Jumna, about three kos from the city, 
was selected for the foundation of the city of Din Pandh. s 

“ In the middle of the month of the sacred Muharram 
A.H. 940, at an hour which was prescribed by the most clever 
astrologers and the greatest astronomers,” the court accom¬ 
panied the Bang to the spot, and prayers were offered to the 
Almighty. “ First, His Majesty with his holy hand put 
a brick on the earth, and then each person from that 
concourse of great men placed a stone on the ground ; on 
the same date, work was also commenced in the Kind’s 
own palace. At this time, i. e ., the latter part of the month 
of Shavval of the same year, the walls, bastions, ramparts 
and the gates of the city of Dm Pandh are nearly finished.” 

Thus, within ten months from the laying of the founda¬ 
tion stone of the city, a progress had been made in the work 
which makes me believe that the ruins of a more ancient citv 
must have helped the workmen, and that “ the rising ground” 
of the historian was very probably the site of a deserted or a 
ruined city. 

Din Pandh is an irregular oblong of 3 furlongs by U 
furlongs, the long Bides being on the east and the west ; 



166 


PDEANA QIl’aH OR DIN PANAH. 


it' has three gates ; those on the north and the south are 
closed, but the gate on the west, which is still the principal 
entrance of the city, is still open. Besides these gates, there 
are three khuikis or wickets in Din Pan&h : two . on the side 
facing the river, one of which is open, and the third in the 
western wall of the Qil’ah which is now closed. On each of 
the four corners of the city there is a formidable looking 
bastion, and between the two comer bastions in the western 
wall there are seven bastions including those which flank the 
gateways. The walls of the city contain two-storeyed cells, 
which rise to tie height of its lofty gateways.* 

The two gates worthy of notice are in the northern and 
the western walls. The former is known as the Tallaql or the 
Forbidden Gate ; it is related that once upon a time, a 
certain king sallied out of this gate to fight a rebel and vowed 
he never would enter the city unless he vanquished the enemy. 
The king fell in battle and the gate was closed for ever. It 
is a lofty gateway, made of grey and red sand stone, a little 
over 50 feet high and 24 feet wide, and is flanked by 
two huge bastions. The high arched door in the centre 
of the gateway is blockaded up with earth and the debris 
of the cells behind it; the large arched window over 
the entrance is also closed up. Over this window there are 
two heavy brackets, each supporting an open half octagonal 
pavilioa ; the roof of the gate is surmounted by three open 
pavilions, of which the two smaller ones are a little in advance 
of the third which is in the centre of the roof. The 
domes of the smaller pavilions stand on 4 pillars and that 
of the larger on 8 pillars. The face of this gateway is 
ornamented with marble bands and bosses, and over the half 
octagonal pavilions is a slab of marble, yellow with the 
effects of exposure, and was obviously intended for an 
inscription. 

The principal gateway is not unlike the Talldqi Dar- 
wkzah; it is quite as lofty, but more massive, and the 
flanking bastions are larger. Each of these bastions was 
surmounted by an open octagonal pavilion and ornamented 
with encaustic tiles : the pavilion on the left bastion is 
missing. 


* The upper portion of the wall facing the river is down ; the lower cells 
jure still in existence nnd are used by the villagers as dwellings for themselves and 
their cattle ; the top of the wall is protected by embattled balustrades. 
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About lour or five leet over tne arcn of the door-way is a 
row of three brackets supporting three half octagonal 
pavilions ; there are no windows over the doorway. The front 
of the gateway is ornamented with grey and red stone ; the 
half-pavilions were at one time covered with coloured plaster, 
and a band of encaustic tiles extends under the parapet of the 
gateway. The third, or the southern, gate is, in every respect, 
like that on the north. 

The village of Indrapat or Din Pnnhh is supposed to have 
been at one time surrounded by the river, and there is a 
causeway, or bridge, in front of its western gate, the ruined 
arches of which are still in existence. The river has now 
receded from its old bank, and the land between the Qil’ah and 
the present bank is now under cultivation. The walls facing 
the river are more or less damaged, while those on the land 
side are also in some places in a damaged state. If, as 
it is believed, every bastion in the wall was surmounted by a 
pavilion, these have unfortunately disappeared; those on 
the gateways, have been already described. Inside the Qil’ah 
the villagers have built mud and masonry houses, and the 
only ancient remains of Purdna Qil’ah, besides the walls and 
the gateways are the well known J&m’a Masjid, or Masjid 
Qil’ah Kohnah, and the tower known as Sher Mandal, 
miscalled by de Laet and others, “ the palace of Humdyfin.” 
Of the palace itself, the foundation of which is so elaborately 
described in the Humdyunnumah, nothing now remains, and 
I doubt if it is possible to fix its site 

Sher-garh and Delhi Sher-shahi. —Sher Shah is said 

t,o have strengthened the citadel of Dm Panah and called 
it Sher-garh, but as I have already remarked, according to 
the Tdrikk-i-Khdn Jakdn, the walls of Humay fin’s fort were 
rebuilt or repaired by S’allm Shdh, the son of Sher Shah 
after he had completed the building of SaUmgarh. Sher-garh 
was the citadel of the city which Sher Shah built on a portion 
of the conjectured site of Indraprastha, and was long 
known as Delhi Sher-shdhi or the Delhi of Sher Shah. 
’Abbds KMn mentions, in his Tarikh-i-Sher-shdhi that 
“ the former capital city of Delhi, was at a distance from the 
Jumfia, and Sher Shah destroyed and rebuilt it by the bank 
of the Jumna, and ordered two forts to he built in that city 



186 8HER-GARH AND DELHI SHER-SHAHI. 

the smaller fort for the residence of the Governor • 
the other, the wall round the entire city to protect it ; and in 
the governor’s fort he built a Jama’ Masjid, but the 

fortifications round the city were not completed when Sher 
Shdh died.” It is, therefore, almost a matter of certainty, 
that his son Salim Shah completed the walls of this fort 
General Cunningham, who follows the authority of Pur- 
chas and Mariner Finch, gives the following boundaries 
of Delhi Sher-shahf : “ The south gate of Sher Shdh’s city 
must, therefore, have been somewhere between the Bara Pul 
and Humayun’s tomb. The east wall of the city is determined 
by the line of the high bank of the Jumna, which formerly 
ran due south from Firoz Shdh’s kotila towards Hum&yun’s 
tomb. On the west the boundary line of the city can be 
traced along the bank of a torrent bed, which runs south¬ 
ward from the Ajmer Gate of Shahjahdnabdd, and parallel to 
the old course of the Jumna, at a distance of rather more than 
one mile. The whole circuit of the city walls was therefore 
close upon 9 miles, or nearly double that of the modern Shali- 
jahdnabad.” 

Mr. Tremlett, who objects to the southern limits of the 
city ot Sher Shdh as fixed by General Cunningham, argues 
as follows : 

" My reason for holding this view is, that just opposite the west 
gate of Purdnd Qil’ah stands a gate, now known as the Lai Darwazab, 
in the same style, though larger and finer than the Lai Darwazah 
opposite the Jail, which latter is generally admitted to be a north 
gate of this city. On both sides of this southern gate, aro protecting 
towers and a little of the wall, and their direction is such as to 
make it inconceivable, especially as Purdnd Qil'ah was then standing, 
that they could have been part of an enceinte including Hunadyiin’s 
tomb ; this argument rests on the narrowness of the space between tho 
gate and the old course of the river compared with the distance southerly 
to Humiyun’s tomb, aud also on the fact that the wall to the east of the 
gate turns northward and not southward. If too, I be right in identi¬ 
fying the masses of masonry between the north gate of Purdna Qil'ah 
aud the road a* being a part ol the wall of Delhi Sbei Shdh, tho 
argument is considerably strengthened, as then the wall would be 
fou:id running more than half a mile north of the mausoleum. I 
think too tho authorities quoted by General Cunningham at p. Ixxix 
of his paper may be interpreted consistently with the view I am taking. 
Finch’s statement of ‘ two kos' was undoubtedly his own approxi¬ 
mation, or else the popular distance, and I think if allowance be made 
for the windings of the streets, for there seems uo reason, from the ua- 
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lure of the ground, for believing that the two gates which chance to 
remain were connected by a straight road, the distance between them 
murht be set down roughly .it two kos. though undoubtedly somewhat 
less A'^ain, it seems a somewhat arbitrary assumption, that the gate 
near the jail was the chief north gate. . . . The bridge 

pulahl might well be said to be only a short distance from Debit, 
even if the walls stopped at Purina Qilah, as the suburbs 
would, beyond question, extend some way beyond the wall along 
so important a road as the Mafhura one must then have been ; 
and this consideration seems to meet Purchass statement that Mum&- 
yun’s tomb was in the city. At any rate before the southern limits be 
fixed below Humdyun’s tomb on the authority of this writer for the 
quotations from Finch seem quite inconclusive till we know where his 
north ^ate stood^it seems to me essential that some satisfactory account 
should°be given of the great gate opposite Purina Qil ah and its adjoin¬ 
ing walls, as well ac of the wall opposite the N. W. corner of the lust 
named fort.** 


Mr. Tremlett notices, between the two gates, a mosque 
which is believed to have belonged to the city of Sher Shah, 
and although in a fair state of preservation, of its extensive 
celled-walls nothing remains but a very small portion in its 
north-eastern corner of its court. Mr. Treinlett’s second gate is 
thus described by Mr. Beglar, who evidently accepts General 
Cunningham’s southern boundary of the Delhi of Sher Shah : 

“ Close to Parana qilah, oa the right of the present road to Hu- 
maynn’s, and just beyond the Kilah is a solitary gate similar to Lai 
Darwaza, noticed before. The gate is ornamented by coloured or glazed 
plaster medallions and devices or patterns, and flowers evt in red stone 
and in coloured plaster. Tbe battlements are ornamented by blue medal¬ 
lions ; it is altogether a fine specimen of gateway. I conclude fiora the 
absence of all traces ol rampart walls in continuation of the two enor¬ 
mous towers flanking it (now ruined), which once must have added 
enormously to the dignity of the gateway, that it, like the Lai Darwaza, 
which it much resembles, is a city gate, under which once passed one 
of the main streets of old Delhi. From Humayun’s tomb, in a line 
almost perfectly straight, an old city road passes direct under this gate 
straight on beyond as farias the eye can see ; the entire distance, so far 
as the road can be traced, is covered by ruins Of houses on either side, 
and immediately near the gate are a series of small chambers, probably 
the shops of petty tradcs-people, but which being regularly built nud 
forming as it were wings or approaches to the gate, appear very appro¬ 
priate. 


" A kos minar i3 placed exactly in the centre of the road between 
this gate and Huraayun’s tomb, and the road is there widened so as to 
allow free passages on either side of the kos Minar ; - • * w 
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The correctness of General Cunningham’s account of the 
boundaries of Sher-garh is placed beyond all question, by ’Ab¬ 
dullah the author of the Tarikh-i-Ddudi. “ After the conquest 
of Multan by Haibat Klidn,” writes Abdullah, “ Sher Shah 
•went (from Agra) to Delhi in the year 947 A. H. (1540 
A. D.) ; and actuated by unworthy feelings, he destroyed the 
fort ot ’Ald-uddin, which stood in Sirf, * * and built on the 
bank of the Jun [Jumna] between Firozabad and Kilokheri in 
the village of Indrapat, a new city about two or three kos 
distant from the old one. * * The name of this fort he called 
Shergarh * * but on account of the shortness of his reign he 
did not live to complete it.” The village of Kilakheri extended 
beyond the bridge of Barahpalah and the description of 
Shergarh by Mariner Finch, which General Cunningham 
adopts, is substantially correct. 

In 1628, de Laet informs us, that “ the city was beginning 
to fall into ruin ; the walls were beginningto look ^dilapidated, 
and many houses were down, and about 20 handsome Pathan 
monuments, in and out of the city, were more or less in decay.” 


Masjid QiTah Kohnah. —In the citadel of Delhi Sher- 
sh&hi, we are told by ’Abbas Khan, the author of I'arikh-i- 
Sher shdhi, that Sher Shah “ built a Jarn’a Masjid of stone, 
in the ornamenting of which much gold, lapis lazuli, and other 
precious articles were expended.” “ Here,” says Abdullah, 
the author of the Tavikh-i-Ddudi, “he also laid the foundation 
of a magnificent masjid, which was very quickly completed,” 
in the year 948 A. H. (1541 A. D.) 

The mosque is an oblong building, 168 feet long, 44| 
feet wide, and about 44 feet high from the floor to the root, 
and about 16 feet from the roof to the top of the dome. The 
mosque consists of five arches, the centre arch, which is 
recessed into the face of the mosque, is 40 feet high 
and 25 feet wide ; it springs from marble and red-stone 
pilasters, and is enclosed by bands of marble and red- 
stone, containing verses from the Quran and fancy 
designs elaborately carved. The spandrels contain ornamen¬ 
tal bosses ; the inner lines of th^ arch are ornamented with 
fretwork, and its supporting pilasters‘are at a height of about 
44 feet from the floor surmounted by minarets. Under 
the apex of the centre recessed arch, there is a small arched 
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window having a tastefully carved stone bracket for its base. 
The whole of the face of the arch is adorned with fancy 
designs inlaid with marble on red and yellcw sand-stone and 
black slate. In this arch is the centre of the mosque ; it is 
an arched doorway decorated with rectangular marble and 
red-stone bands, graceful pilasters aDd ornamented spandrels. 
The recessed arches immediately on the right and the left of 
the centre arch are 37 feet high and 20 feet wide, with an 
arched opening on a bracket over the doorway as in the centre 
arch; the off arches are 30 feet high and 20 feet wide, but are 
ornamented like the near side arches. In these arches are set 
the doors which form the remaining four entrances of the 
mosque. The mosque is flanked by two small minarets, which 
rise to the level of those on the sides of the centre arch ; the roof 
over the side arches are protected by battlemented parapets, 
and about four feet below the parapet there is a deep stone 
weathering supported by corbels; the corbels over the side 
arches, immediately on either side of the centre arch, are 
massive and more elaborately engraved than those over the off 
ones. There is no ledge or weathering over the centre arch. 

The roof of the mosque was at one time surmounted by 
three domes, out of which only one, that in the centre, 
has escaped the ravages of time ; it springs from a low i 
cylinder, and bears a flat heavy looking stone pinnacle, 

" supported below,” as described by Mr. Beglar, “ by a 
moulded shaft, and resembling the top stone of the great 
towers in Hindu temples.” The domes are all flattish 
inside 

The floor of the mosque is paved with sand-stone but 
restored here and there with masonry. In the western wall 
of the mosque, and corresponding with its five arched doorways, 
are three recessed arches, richly ornamented with white and 
black marble and red sand-stone carvings, and en<rraved with 
verses from the Qur^rn Over the centre recessed° arch and 
over the arches immediately on its right and left, there are 
small ornamental niches standing on beautifully carved brac¬ 
kets ; over the niche in the centre arch is a square opening 
which acts as a ventilator, and above this are four 
similar openings in the domed ceiling. From the centre 

of the ceilings five chains are suspended which at one time 
held cups of coppej- gilt 
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The pendentives supporting the domes of this mosque 
are greatly admired for the elaborateness of details and the 
finish in their execution. In the near side rooms the angles 
are filled up with a number of dimunitive arches, bracketing out, 
one beyond the other, in three tiers, the lowest being a corbel 
or bracket. 

In the northern and southern walls of the mosque 
there are staircases which take the visitor to the roof. 
The first flight of sixteen steps leads up to a half octagonal 
balcony on four carved pillars of ed sand-stone at the 
back of the mosque ; the capitals of the pillars and 
the corbels which support the stone beams on which 
the dome stands, are most elaborately carved. A second 
flight of 15 steps leads into a long dark gallery which 
opens into a second tier of half-octagonal balconies ; besides 
these there are three square balconies, one in the centre 
of the wall and one on either side of it. The domes of 
these balconies still bear traces of enamelling. 

On the roof of the mosque there are marks of the two 
missing domes. The centre dome is built on a low cylinder 
of sixteen sides surmounted by sixteen five feet high narrow 
ornamental pillars. The balcony in the centre of the back 
wall of the mosque is flanked by two slim minarets which rise 
about five feet above the parapets. The pulpit of the mosque 
is built of masonry, but I have no doubt that the original 
pulpit was of marble. 

A spring, with steps leading down to tne water, was 
attached to the mosque ; in the court of the mosque there is a 
sixteen sided tank which is now dry. Writing of this mosque, 
Mr. Tremlett remarks that:—“ Nothing but a painting can do 
full justice to a result in which colour and workmanship alike 
contribute to the charm which the spectator cannot but feel." 
This mosque is universally admired, and is with justice consi¬ 
dered the finest specimen of the latest Pathan style of archi¬ 
tecture in northern India. “ The profusion of mouldings in 
the inasjid,” writes Mr. Beglar, “ inside and out, and the 
number of angles into which its flat walls are broken up, 
o-ive a variety of light and shade that is extremely pleasing, 
^ud the harmony of colour, obtained on the outside by the 
UBe of polished stone of the various colours noticed [marble, 
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black 6late, and red and yellow sandstone^, and inside near 
the apses by colour, is unrivalled.”* 


Sher Mandal.—In 948 A. H. <1541 A. D.) Sher Shah 
built this tower near the mosque just described. The author 
of the Tdrikh-i-Ddudiy informs us that “ within the fort of 
Shergarh was a small palace also left incomplete, which he 
(Sher Shdh) called Slier Mandal,” or the tower of Sher Shdh. 
There is nothing palatial about this building, and both from 
its construction and its position in the fort, I cannot bring 
myself to believe that it was intended as a flanking tower 
of a palace gateway, or in any way connected with a more 
pretentious building. Equally incorrect is the statement 
that it was the palace of Humayun. 

The Sher Mandal is an octagonal tower, three-storeyed 
high,—the third storey is formed by an open pavilion—60£ 
feet high, with a maximum diameter of 52 feet. It is built 
of red-stone granite, and is ornamented with marble. The 
plinth of the tower is raised 4£ feet from the ground, 
and the tower without the octagonal pavilion is 40 feet 
high. The pavilion is about 16 feet high and 20 feet in 
diameter. The pavilion is surmounted by a cupola decorated 
with bands of marble, supported by eight stone pillars, and 
with carved bases and richly carved with chevron work. The 
roof round the pavilion is protected by a plain parapet, under* 
neath which is a deep stone ledge. It is reached by two flights 
of stairs in the walls of the upper storey. Under the stone 
ledge of the upper storey, there are eight recessed pointed 
arches on the eight sides of the tower containing oblong doors; 
inside the building the accommodation consists of five rooms 


* •* It may suffice,” says Mr. Trcmlett, “to point out certain characteristics of this 
style of mosque. Above the doorwavs, in the upper portion of the arch in which 
they are set, are introduced small arched window-like apertures : at the uorth and 
south sides, oriel windows are constructed, surmounted with cupolas resting on 
pillars. These oriel windows are also introduced into the back wall of this mosque, 
while each end of the back wall terminates in a rounded tower rnnuiug to the top 
of the building. Mosques belonging to this period, aud exhibitiue the style, will bo 
found in the Jamali Kamali mosque at the Qutb, in the uorth niasjid near Mnliarik- 

S ur, and in a namelesa mosque at Khairpur, about a third of a mile from Safdar 
acg's tomb. This last mosque is noteworthy, as beiug perhaps the fiu<-t n-m .ining 
specimen of the success with which the Pathaua worked inscriptions aud trac-i y 
in stones." ' 3 
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in the form of a cross, the centre room being larger than its 
four arms ; a passage connects these rooms. Inside, the rooms 
are panelled with encaustic tiles to the height of about three 
feet from the floor, and the rest of the wall, up to the ceiling 
is ornamented with paintings of flowers and fancy patterns! 
In the corners of the upper storey, there are narrow ornamental 
arches, slightly recessed into the face of the walls ; the 
upper arches are scantily ornamented with marble. ’ The 
arches of the lower storey, which is solid, resemble those 
above them, and between the two storeys there is a band 
of black slate. In the northern and southern walls of the 
ground storey, there are about eighteen steps which lead 
to the upper storey. 

The interest attached to this tower is purely historical, 
lor it was here that Huradytin met with the injuries which 
resulted in his death. It is popularly believed that Humayun 
used the tower as his library ; “ one day,” says the author of 
the Si yd r-ul-Mut’cidkh lcha Hn, “ there was a conjecture that 
Venus would rise somewhat late. In the evening in order that 
he [Humdyun] might see that planet, he went on the top of 
the roof of his library. There standing for a moment, he wish¬ 
ed to descend. The muazzm called to prayers. Humayun, 
in order to show respect to the azdn, desired to sit down on the 
second step. The steps of the staircase, by reason of their 
cleanliness, were very slippery. The ferrule of his staff slip¬ 
ped, and Humdyun falling headlong, rolled downstairs on to 
the grouud. His limbs and joints were much hurt, and the 
right side of his head had received a great blow. He became 
altogether insensible and died on the 13th Rabi’ I, 963 
A. H. (19th of January 1556 A. D.) Those who have visited 
Sher Mandal will see the utter impossibility of Humd- 
yun’s “ rolling downstairs on to the ground.” On this point 
every description of Humayun’s death is more or less incor¬ 
rect : he fell headlong over the parapet, according to Elphin- 
stono and Marshman ; he fell from the stairs on to the ground, 
according to Ferislita and the Siydr-ul- Mut’ adkhkharin, Ba- 
daoni, the Tahciqdt , and Mirdl-ul- dlam. 

The remains of Humdyiin were removed from Din Panah 
and buried in the village of Kilokheri, where a magnificent 
mausoleum was built over his remains by his wife Haj' Begam 
and his son A kbar. 
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Salimgarh or Nurgarh—Tn 953 A. H. (1546 A. D.) 
when Salim Shah, son of Slier Shah heard of the approach 
of Humayun, he, according to the author of the “ Tarikh-i- 
Diudf,” marched back from Lahore to Delhi, “ where he 
built Salimgarh opposite to Din Panah, in the middle of the 
waters of the Jumna, so that no fort should be so strong in 
all Hindustan, for it looks as if it was cut out of one stone.” 
It is a semi-circular fort, and at one time was protected by 
nineteen towers and bastions of sizes ; it is said to have 
cost Salim Shdh 4 lacs in money, and five years in time, but 

only the walls were finished when the king died and the fort 

was then consigned to neglect. Eighty years later, Farid Khan, 
otherwise known as Murtaza Khan, an Ann'r who flourished in 
the reigns of Akbar and Jahdngir, seems to have got Salimgarh, 
with other possessions along the banks of the Jumna, in grant 
from Akbar, and he built houses in this fort. In 1828 these 
buildings were in a complete state of ruin, but a two-storeyed 
pavilion and a well stocked garden were still preserved with 
care by Akbar II., who occasionally used to take an airing in 
this fort undisturbed by the public. In 1788 Gholdm Qadir 
escaped through this fort with his followers and 'crossed the 
bridge which connects it with Lai Qil’ah, or the fort of Sbahja- 
hanibad. This bridge was built by the Emperor Jahangir. 


The fort is now crossed by tne line of the East Indian 
Railway and was built, as already stated by Salim Shah, 
the son of Sher 3h6h, in A. H. 953 (A. D.‘ 1546.) “It is 
situated at the north end of Shdhjahan’s palace, and after the 
building of that palace it was used as a state prison. It is 
not quite one quarter of a mile in length, and the whole 
circuit of its walls is only three quarters of a mile. It 
stands on an island close to the west bank of the river, and 
with its lofty towers and massive walls, forms a most pictur¬ 
esque object from the opposite side of the Jumna. A bridge 
ot five arches was built in front of the south gate by the 
Emperor Nur-uddfn Jahangir, after whom the name of the 

?lnt e thr a 1,i Changed ro 0 i Nure:arh according to Syad Ahmad. 

' Dame ^Sa^ccgarh has prevailed, and is the only 

or uneduaIted?"* Ver ^ by P eople - either 

\ 

_ 

* Camuogb&m’a Archeological Report *, Vol, II, p. 223. 
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General Cunningham’s assistant, Mr. Beglar, gives this 
graphie description of “ the old bridge connecting Sah'mgarh 
with the citadel of Delhi. The constructive features of the 
arches of this bridge deserve notice ; the arch sheeting is form¬ 
ed of rubble and mortar, and springs flush from the face of the 
abutments. It is strengthened by a series of arched ribs 
springing from corbels that project from the faces of the 
abutments, which gives great appearance of lightness with 
great strength.”* 

Overlooking the road, in the river face of the fort, there 
are two gates, one of which bears the following inscription : 

" [This gate] is built by the grace of God ; 

This gate [is] beautiful and [is an] increaser of happiness. 

Knowledge gave the date of its building: O Zafr.'f 

[This] gate is as high as the sky [it is built on] auspicious founda¬ 
tions, 1271 Hijri. [1832 A. D.] 


The Masjid of Khairpur.—This mosque belongs to the 
Lodi period, and is about its finest specimen extant. It 
consists of five arches, the centre arch being loftier and more 
elaborately ornamented than those on its sides. The roof is 
surmounted by three domes on narrow necks, and is protect 
ed by ornamental parapets. The ornamentations of this 
mosque consist of traceries and inscriptions cut in plaster. The 
spandrels of the arches and the arches themselves are decorated 
with engraved foliage and verses from the Quran. 


* English translation of the Inscriptions on the bridge 

[1 st Inscription .] 

[This bridge] was built by the command of Sh&h Nfir-uddin Jahangfr, 

the Great. ^ the date of it , building [are to be found, in the words]: 

The auspicious, straight and firm road. Year 1031 f Uijrt.J 

fa net Inscription. J _ • 

(Qod is great.) By the commanu of the King of the Seven Worlds. (Great 

roa7 rOf^thef Emperor, just, equitable and politic. . . 

/The helper)! Jahdngfr son of the Emperor A kbar. (The Revealer,) 

(0f 

HC8 The H Bridge of the Emperor of Delhi, Jahingfr. (A glorious inscription.) 

+ The nom d* r l»nu of Bahidur Sh4t, the last King of Delhi. 
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The domes are flattish inside, resting on corbelled 
pendentives, most elaborately carved aDd finished. I agree 
with Mr. Bcglar, that colour was used in the decoration 
of the mosquej but its desecration by the villagers of the 
neighbourhood, for the last many years, has left little or po 
trace of the coloring. 

The red-stone structure to the south of the court-yard of 
the mosque is evidently a gateway ; the plan of the building 
and its pendentives are similar to those of the ’Alai JDarwi- 
zah. 


The Mosque and Tomb of ’Isa Khan.— Near the 
western gateway of the village known as Arab Sar&i, and 
at a short distance from the Mausoleum of Humdyiin, ia a 
large walled enclosure in which there are a mosque and a 
tomb, both built by ’Isa Khdn, a nobleman of the court of 
Slier Shdh Sur. ’Isa Khdn exercised considerable influence in 
that reign, and when Sher Shah’s sons fell out among them¬ 
selves, he sided with Salim Shah and materially conduced 
to his success in securing he throne of Delhi. Both 
the mosque and the tomb wee built in 954 A. H. (1547 
A. D.) in the reign of Salim Shdh, the eon of Sher Slidh. 
The mosque is built of grey sand 6tone and mortar; it ia 
about 186 feet long and 34 feet wide; from the pavement 
to the roof of the centre arch it is 29 feet high, and from the 
roof to the top of the centre dome it is 32 feet high. The 
pinnacle of red sand-stone is 3 feet high. The doors of 
the mosque are three in number and are arched • the 
arches are supported by tall and slim pilasters; the 'span¬ 
drels are sparingly ornamented ; in the centre arch are small 
recessed arches which enclose the doorway, but the 
stone ledge which protects the side arches is not continued 
over the centre arch. The wall of the centre arch rises 
about three or four feet over the roof, and is flanked by two 
small minarets about 5 feet high ; the roof of the mosque is 
protected by a false-battlemented parapet. In the Centre 

u Z ] ? dome > Possessing neither beauty nor 
solidity, but was once covered with encaustic tiles A 

pavilion, supported on eight pillars, stands on either aide of 
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the centre dome ; it is 20 feet high, inclusive of the dome, 
and has a diameter of 14 feet. 

There are three rooms in the mosque ; the pulpit is 
wanting ; the inner floor is paved with sand-stone, the 
mehr&bs, or recessed arches, corresponding with the three 
doors, are 6 feet high and feet wide, and are ornament¬ 
ed with red stone. 

The tom!) of Tsd. Khan is near the mosque, and, in gene¬ 
ral appearance, it is not unlike the tombs of the Sayyad 
Kings and of Sikandar Lodi; it is octagonal in shape, having a 
diameter of 34 feet, with three pointed arches, about 20 feet 
high and 8 feet wide, on each face. In the corners of 
the tomb there are double pillars. In the spandrel of the 
arches there are ornamental medallions ; a stone ledge sup¬ 
ported by corbels goes round the building. Above this the 
roof is protected by a low parapet, having on each of its 
angles a small minar, and between each pair of minkrs an 
open pavilion, 17 feet high, with a diameter of 10 feet, with 
its dome supported on eight red-stone pillars. The pinnacles 
of the pavilion are of marble; the centre dome springs from 
a sixteen sided cylinder. 

The monument over the grave of’Isa Khan is built of 
marble and red sand-stone, and is about 9 feet long, 4 feet 
wide and 4 feet high. There are five other monuments in 
this tomb, but only two are built of marble. 

The following inscription occurs on one of the doors 
of the tomb :— 

"This tomb, which is better than Paradise, was built in the 
time and sovereignty of Salim Sh£h, son of Sher Shah ; raay ® oc j. 
perpetuate his kingdom and his sovereignty. Sayyad Is& Khan, son of 
Bararah Agw&n Haji Kbits. In the year 95 4 Hijrx. 


Arab-Sarai, miscalled 'Araf Sard!, is a walled village 
and was founded by Haji Begam, the widow of Humdyun and 
mother of Akbar, in the year 968 A. li. (1560 A.. D.) She 
brought with her 300 Arabs on her return from Mecca and 
settled them here. The only objects worthy of notice in Arab 
Sard! are the old gateways, one of which was erected in the 
reign of Jahangir, the grandson of Humayun. . The we.tern 
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(rate of the Sarai is too insignificant to deserve special notice ; 
the northern gate is a lofty building about 40 feet high, 
25 feet wide and 20 feet deep. The two sides of this gate¬ 
way are formed by ornamental rectangular bands which sup¬ 
port cross bands, which in their turn support the parapet. 
Within these rectangular bands is the lofty recessed arch, 
the spandrels of which are ornamented with bosses ; on a 
level with these ornaments are small balconies on stone 
brackets. Under the apex of the recessed arch is a small 
window, and six feet below this is the arched doorway, which 
is 16 feet high and 10 feet wide. The doorway is also en¬ 
closed by rectangular bands, and the spandrels are also orna¬ 
mented with bosses. 

The next object of interest is tne eastern gate of the 
Sara! ; it is protected by embattled parapets, it has no balco¬ 
nies on the sides of the recessed arch, and enamelling is 
freely used in its ornamentation. The following inscription 
over this gateway ascribes it to Miharbdn A gild : 

In the name ot God, the merciful and the compassionate. 

There is no God, but God and Muhammad is his prophet ! O God ! 

[His] kind [Miharbiu] and old patron [is] Jahangir ShAh. 


Khair-ul*Mana2iI.— This Madrasah, with a mosque 
attached, was built by Mdham Ankah, the wet-nurse of 
Akbar and the mother of Adham Khan, in the year 969 A. 
H. (1561 A. D). The Madrasah is in ruins, but tire cloisters 
are still to be seen here and there ; it stands almost in front 
of the western gate of Purdnd Qilah, and near the supposed site 
of the western gate of the Delhi of Slier Shah, already describ¬ 
ed. Mr. Beglar gives the following description of the mosque : 
it “ is an inscribed Masjid of Akbar’s period; it is built of 
rubble and plaster, with the ornamented parts of gate-way and 
masjid painted by the use of red dressed stone and granite ; 
the gate, now partly ruined, must have once been very fine’ 
The Masjid inside was profusely ornamented with coloured 
plaster and glazed tiles, though'now most of it has been stripped 
off The facade of the Masjid and gateway were also orna¬ 
mented with coloured medallions and carved stone flowers * the 
colors used were blue, yellow, red, purple, white, green, black 
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and grey. It has one central dome on a low neck, and very 
peculiar pinnacle, greatly resembling that of Kila Kona 
Masjid. The walls of the Masjid are plumb, but the towers 
slope, and it has great projecting eaves in front as in Moth-ki- 
Masjia. A peculiarity of this Masjid were its cloisters.” 

In the eighth year of the reign of Akbar (971 A. H. 
1564 A. D.) an attempt was made on the life of the 
Emperor from the roof of the Madrasah, which the 
author of the Tabaqdt-i-Akbari describes as follows : 
u When Sharaf-uddin Hosain fled from Court to Nagor, 
he had a slave, by name Kokk Fulid, one of the 
slaves of his father, who at all times secretly did everything 
in his power to injure the Emperor. This "wretched man came 
into the royal camp and was constantly on the watch for an 
opportunity. When the Emperor returned from his hunting 
excursion and, passing through the bazaar of Delhi, came near 
to the Madrasah of MYiham Ankah, this blood-thirsty fellow 
shot an arrow at His Majesty, but, by the mercy of God who 
watched over the Emperor’s safety, it did not inflict a severe 
wound but merely grazed the skin. The attendants of the 
Emperor instantly fell upon the traitor, and, with strokes of 
sword and dagger, they sent him to hell.” 


The inscription on the mosque is to the following effect:— 

“ In tbs time of Jal£l-uddin Muhammad 
[Who] is great [Akbar] amoDg the just kings, 

M&liam Begam, the root of purity, 

Laid the foundation [of this house] for good men : 

But the building of this gracious house was helped by 
Shah4b-ufidfn Ahmed Kh4n B&zel, 

What blessings [there are in] this auspicious building. 

That its date is found in the words; Blessed among Houses! 


The Tomb of Adham Khan, otherwise known as BhuU 
bhalidn, or the Labyrinth. As already mentioned in ray 
description of the capital of fUi Pithora, this tomb stands on 
the south-western corner of its citadel. It was built by the 
order of Akbar over the remains of Adham Kh&n and his mo¬ 
ther Maham Ankah. In describing the tomb of ’Azam Kh4n, 
I have related the circumstances under which he was assassi¬ 
nated in the palace of Akbar, at Agra, by Adham Khdn and 
his attendants. “ After the murder,” says the author of the 
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Tabaqdt-i- Akbari, "trusting to the tavour and kindnesB which 
had been shown to him by the Emperor, Adham Khan went 
and stood at the door of the harem. His Majesty rushed out 
of the harem, sword in hand, and the assassin was bound hand 
and foot and cast over the parapet in punishment of his crime. 
This. murder was committed on the morning of Sunday, 12 
Ramzan 973 A.H. M According to Badaonl, “ as a spark of 
life was lett in the assassin after his fall, the Emperor ordered 
him to be throwh over the parapet again. He was buried 
one day before his victim.” 

Maham Ankah on hearing of the embroilment, but not 
fearing that the worst could have happened to her son, 
“ repaired, though sick, from Delhi to Agra.” On seeing her, 
Akbar said, “ He has killed my foster father, and 1 have 
taken his life.” " Your Majesty has done well,” replied 
Maham, and left the hall. " Forty days after she died from 
grief, and was buried with her son in Delhi in a tomb which 
Akbar had built for them.”* 


The tomb stands on the right of the road leading from 
the Qutb Min&r. to the village of Mahrauli, and within five 
minutes walk of the Mindr. Two flights of heavy stone 
steps lead up to a landing in front of the tomb. The 
court of the tomb is 17 feet above the level of the road ; 
it is an octagon with ft diameter of 200 feet. The side* 
of the court which overlooks the road is open ; in its north¬ 
western wall, leading into Qil’ah Rai Pithora, is a small gate¬ 
way ; there is a similar entrance in its south western wall which 
leads to a mosque about 20 yards to the west of the tomb. 
The wall of the court is abouften feet high and is pierced with 
loopholes ; only a fourth of the original wall is now standing. 
Each of the eight corners of the courtis supported by a round 
tower, with embattled parapets, which rise about six feet 
above the wall The walls and the towers are made of 
rough hewn stone and mortar. Between the towers, but a 
few feet.behind the enclosure walls, there are small heaps 
of ruins ; it is impossible, however, to say whether they belong 

tp other towers, or to Chabutrahs constructed for the use of 
visitors. 


, . The tomb which is about 60 feet high, stands on a 4 feet 
high plinth ; ,t is an octagonal building, having all its facades 
alike. A veran dah, or corridor, goes round the centra 

♦ Blochm ana’s 4*n-i-Akbari. --- -- 
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room. From the pavement of the court to the top 
of the roof the tomb is 32 feet high ; each of its eight 
sides consists of three lofty arches ; and the pillars from 
which the arches spring consist of blocks of square stones 
piled up in order. Some of the shafts of the pillars are 
made of entire pieces of granite, but the capitals and the bases 
are constructed with separate pieces of stone. The corner 
pillars are double. The roof of the tomb is protected by an 
embattled parapet 4 feet high, having at each of its angles 
a minaret about 6 feet higher than the parapet. 

The centre of the tomb is an octagonal room, 50 feet 
in diameter, inclusive of the corridor. In the centre of each of 
its eight sides is an arched doorway, and on either sides of the 
doorway there is a niche about 2 feet high. Over the arch 
of the doorway is an arched opening. From outside, the dome 
of the tomb appears to stand on a sixteen sided platform about 
12 feet high, having on each of its angles admail minaret. The 
dome which is built of stone and mortar, covered with plaster, 
is about 16 feet high and is surmounted by a heavy 
looking pinnacle of corrugated stuns. The diameter of tho 
dome is the same as that of its neck, that is, about 24 feet. The 
lower wall of the room is 7 feet deep ; inside the wall and 
above the height of the doorways, is the labyrinth or 
Bkulbhallon by which name the tomb is sometimes known. 

The inside of the roof is vaulted; over the octagonal 
walls of the centre room, which are 32 feet high, the walls are 
sixteen-sided, containing sixteen arches, of which, originally, 
every alternate arch was open. Above this the thirty- 
two sided walls support the dome. 

The stone monument which onto covered tho grave was 
removed about 40 years ago, and is now to be seen in the 
■Verandah of the tomb. I have not been able to trace the 
monument over the gravo of Adham Ahan’s mother, Mahain 

Ankah. 


> C ? 
. (O 


The Tomb of Hm^avTin.—On the llth of Rab’i I, 

A H (2Ufc January, 1555), Humdyun died at J m 
IVub, and was burk-tl in tho village of Kilokhen 
where his mausoleum now stands. Haji Begarn, his attacked 
und faithful wife, and the mother ol Akoar, laid the foui -la- 
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tion of this building which w r aa completed in the year ^73, A. 
H. (1565 A. D.) or, according to some, in the 14th year of the 
reign of Akbar, 977 A. H. (1569 A. D.) at a cost of 15 lacs 
of rupees ; the best part of which expenditure must have been 
borne by the Emperor Akbar himself. 

The Tomb of Humaydn may be regarded as the general 
dormitory of the House of Timur ; for, although Akbar and 
his three immediate successors are buried elsewhere, no other 
mausoleum contains so manv distinguished dead who be- 
long to the Moghal dynasty. Round the grave of Huma- 
yuu are interred Hajf Begam, his wife, and the companion 
of his many troubles ; the headless body of Dirk Sheko, the 
accomplished and chivalrous but ill-fated son of Shah Jahan ; 
the Emperor Muhammad, 'Azam Shah, the brave but unwise 
son of Aurangzeb, who fell in battle against his brother 
before Agra; the Emperor Jahandar Shah, the grandson of 
Aurangzeb, and his unfortunate successor, Farokhsir, who 
was poisoned by his prime minister ; the youthful Rafl-ud- 
daij&th and Raff-ud-daulah, each of whom in succession, 
assumed imperial dignity only to relinquish it after an unim¬ 
portant reign of three months ; and last, though not the least, 
’Alamgfr II, who was assassinated at the instigation of his 
prime minister, Tmdd-ul-Mulk. Other royal princes and 
princesses, and their attendants and retainers, sleep close 
to the illustrious few whose names are preserved in history. 

In this tomb of the first hereditary monarch of rne 
Moghal race, the last Moghal Emperor of Delhi, Bahadur 
Bh&h, surrendered himself a prisoner to the British Govern¬ 
ment after the rebellion of 1857. Here also were captured 
the sons and nephew of Bahadur Shah, who were summarily 
executed for murder and treason within sight of this 
tomb. 


The Tomb of Humayun stands on the river Jumna, in the 
centre of a high walled enclosure, which is entered on the west 
and the south by two lofty tower-like gateways which add much 
to the grandeur of the building. In the middle of the eastern 
wall of the enclosure is an unpretending low, flat roofed 
room with eight doors and a verandah overlooking 
the river ; in the middle of its northern wall stands a small 
building, on a 7 feet hi ? h platform ; it has an arched room in 
the centre through which the water from a huge marteUo 
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tower shaped well behind the wall, fed the canals which 
irrigated and adorned the garden.* 

The walls on either side of the two gateways, and fully 
half of the eastern wall, contain arched cells, which are 
fairly high but not deep enough for permanent human 
habitation. 

The gateways are built of grey stone, ornamented 
with bands and bosses of red stone, and here and there, with, 
marble. The southern gateway has been converted into a 
rest house ; masonry walls divide its centre arched room 
from the side rooms, converting it into a comfortable 
resting place for visitors. 

In the centre of the garden is a stone and masonry 
platform about 5 feet from the ground, 100 yards square, 
with its comers cut off ; on this platform, at a distance of 23 feet 
from its sides, stahds a terrace about 20 feet high, 85 yards 
square, with its corners cut off*like those of the platform. In 
each of tho four short sides of the terrace there is an arched 
door leading into a mortuary cell and on each of its four long 
sides there are 17 such arches ; under the ninth, or the middle, 
arch there are steps which take the visitor to the top of the 
terrace. The platform and the terrace are paved with sand 
stone ; the roof of the terrace was at one time completely, 
and now partially, protected by two feet high perforated 
parapets of sand-stone ; the parapets on the river face of the 
terrace were destroyed during the rebellion of 1857. The cells 
in the walls of the terrace have arched doorways which are 
ornamented with bands and panels of marble. In the 
cfentre of the floor of this magnificent terrace is the grave 
of the Emperor Humayiin, and those of his widow, his 
infant daughter, of some of his descendants, and of others who 
were true in their allegiance to the Timiir dynasty. On the roof 
of the terrace are certain monuments, the most remarkable of 
which are those of the Emperor, his widow, and of such of his 
descendants who either succeeded to the throne or were close¬ 
ly related to him. Of these monuments some are within the 
cover df the mausoleum, and others are exposed to the slg ; 
the former are of marble, beautifully carved and highly 

polished, __ 

* In 1825, Bishop Hebersaw “oue ©! tie canals still in use, and helped tl* 
poor to cultivate a little wheat/- 
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I doubt whether after the reign of Akbar, any burial took 
place, within suck close proximity to the grave of Humiyim 
as to come within the shelter of the tomb itself. 

The centre room is a square of 45 yards; it is built 
of red sandstone, and is ornamented with marble 
bands which cut off the walls into panels. “ The exterior 
form of the main body of the tomb,” says Cunning¬ 
ham, “ is a square with the corners cut off on an octagon with 
four long and four short faces, and each of the short faces forms 
one side of the four octagonal. corner towers...In this 
tomb we first see towers attached to. the four angles of 
the main building...Another innovation observable in this 
tomb is the narrow necked dome, which was afterwards 
adopted in hll the Mogul buildings.”* The tomb itself is a 
lofty square tower surmounted by a magnificent marble dome, 
topped with a copper pinnacle which stands 140 feet from the 
level of the terrace. Each of its four corners is cut off so as to 
admit an octagonal tower of four long and four short sides, and 
between these towers, there are arches about 50 feet hig h: 

‘ Over these arches, writes Franklin, the wall is raised about 
14 feet to hide the shaft or cylinder on which the dome 
stands ; in the four smaller sides, which are formed by cutting 
off the corners of the square towers, a double range of arches 
rises to the top; but here, instead of raising the wall whose 
uniformity would destroy its beauty, a small pavilion crowned 
by a dome is raised at each great angle. In the northern 
arch of the building is a door which admits the visitor into 
the room containing the marble tomb, corresponding with 
which in the ground floor is the grave of Humdydn.” 

The corner towers are two storeyed, and round these towers 

and the centre rooni, in the upper storey, there runs a narrow 

gallery, corresponding with which in the lower storey 

are . Harrow passages. The centre room has two tiers of 

arched windows ; thq upper windows being smaller than the 
lower ones. 


^ amamng deacnptiOQ of the dome. “ The exterior of the 

^ Pocuiixr. hut not nleaaing shape, it is pointed and rata 
iteelf, looking as if it were being strangulated. 
According to Captain Archer it u three-fourths the size of tha dome of St. Paol’a. 
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“ The four great arches of this room,” writes Franklin, 
“ rise about 20 feet in height. Above these, with the interven¬ 
tion of a wide compartment, is another row of arches 16 
feet high ; in the second tier, with the same space between, is 
a square window with lattice work of white marble. The roof 
is oval, being 80 feet in height and formed by the dome ; the 
tomb is in the centre, 6 feet by 2, composed of a single 
block of white marble. The floors and walls [to the height of 6 
feet] are of the same material ; the doors and windows are 
filled with open lattice work ; the recess of each of the 
great arches is 14 feet deep, with inlaid pavement of variegated 
marble.” 

The inside of the dome was at one time enriched with 
gilding and enamel ; and from its centre was suspended a 
tassel of gold lace which the Jats fired at with their match¬ 
locks, and succeeded in destroying ; the marks of the 
bullets may yet be seen in some places. 

The marble monument of Humayun stands on a well polish¬ 
ed floor of the same material, about 6 inches higher than the 
floor of the room, and is paved with white marble ornamented 
with narrow bands of black marble ; the rest of the room is 
paved .with white marble. The monument is shaped like a 
huge casket but bears no inscription. 

“ The ro jms at the angles,” writes Franklin, “ are ootagou, 
21 feet in diameter, with arched roofs, 40 feet high ; the four 
central rooms are 30 by 20, the floor and lower compartments 
of the eight being of white marble...there are eight rooms 
above corresponding in size with those below.” 

Of the corner basement rooms those on the S. E. and 
S. W. have only one entrance each ; they communicate with 
each other through the arched entrance of the centre room ; 
the doors of the corner rooms on the opposite side are in the 
outer walls. There is no communication between them. The 
floors of the oorner rooms and of the room through which 
the centre room is reached are of marble, orna¬ 
mented with bands of red stone. In the walls of the cor¬ 
ner rooms, there are steps leading to the top of the building, 
to the gallery round the centre room\ and to the corner rooms 
of the second storey. 

The marble dome stands on a cylinder about 25 feet 
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hi^h, decorated with the double triangle of the Masonic order of 
the Royal Arch, having black stone medalions in the centre. 
On every corner of the roof is a pavilion with masonry dome, 
supported on eight stone pillars ; between these pavilions, 
but only of the width of the main arches below, there are 
small halls, with four stone pillars in front, supporting the ro.ffi 
Each of the halls on the east and the west has a small 
room on either side, and in front a narrow verandah support¬ 
ed on beautifully carved stone pillars. On the roof of the 
hall, a little removed from the sides, there are two small open 
pavilions on four pillars ; the froDt corners have 6 feet 
high minarets. The eight angles of the roof are also ornament¬ 
ed with eight minarets. 

The college, which is on the roof of the tomb, was at one 
time an institution of some importance, and men of learning 
and influence used to be appointed to the charge of the place. 
It has, however, long ceased to maintain its reputation, and 
for the last hundred and fifty years the once, probably, well fill¬ 
ed rooms have been completely bandoned. Among the muta- 
wallfs of this tomb Mr Blocbmo an mentions Shaikh Husain 
and Maulana Nur-ud-dfn Tarkhan ; it also appears, that on the 
return of Haji Begam from Mecca, she was put in charge 
of the tomb of her husband, and on her death, she was buried 
here under the north western corner room, where also was 
buried an infant daughter of Humiydn. There are three 
graves under this room and three under the south-western 
room, and two each in the north-eastern and the south¬ 
western rooms. The monuments over the gravei, which 
are erected on the floors of the rooms already described, are 
of marble. On the western terrace of the tomb are eleven 
graves, of which five are covered with marble and the others 
with masonry monuments, There is a solitary tombstone 
on the opposite side of the terrace, and it is the only one which 
contains any record of historical value ; the inscription, how¬ 
ever, does not say more than that it marks the grave of : “ San- 
gi Begam, wife of ’Alamgfr the Second, 1181.” The nameless 
graves bear the well-known verse from tho Quran which 
ascribes eternal life to the Almighty and mortality to man. 
I have in vain endeavoured to identify these graves ; as au¬ 
thorities on the subject, the Khadams of tl.e shrine of Nizam- 
uddfn, who ordinarily officiate as guides, are thoroughly un¬ 
trustworthy. The popular impression is that the grav* 
nearest the steps on the north of the mausoleum is that of 
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Dira Sheko, and in succession, on the same side, are those 
of Jal^indar Shah and ’Alamgir II. 

In the south-eastern corner of the garden of this 
mausoleum is a small tomb, the history of which is unknown 
According to Syud Ahmed Kh*n, it was built in the year 
1131 A. A. (1780 A. D.), but the learned Syud does not 
give any authority for his opinion. 

This tomb stands on an 8 feet h igh terrace, which is 76 
feet square and is paved with red sandstone. The walls of the 
terrace are built of red sandstone. The tomb itself is 
40 feet square and about 72 feet high from the terrace 
to the top of the dome. The roof of the tomb is not 
accessible, there being no steps leading to it. The interior 
of the tomb is 24 feet square and the inner walls are faced 
with red sandstone. There is only one entrance to the tomb, 
which, like the steps which lead to the top of the terrace, is on 
the south. Each of the four sides of the tomb has in the 
centre a deep recessed arch ; in the southern arch is the door 
which is 8 feet high and 5 feet wide. The remaining three 
arches are covered with red sandstone screens. On 
either side of the big recessed arch, the wall is ornamented 
with two shallow false arches, one above the other. Over the 
arched doorway and over each of the three screened arches, 
there are open arched windows. 

There are two marble monuments in the tomb, both 
covered with engravings of verses from the Qurdn ; one of the 
monuments is 7 feet long, 2£ feet wide, and 13 inches high ; 
the other is 6 feet long, 2£ feet wide, and about l£ feet high. 

On the four corners of the roof are open domed pavilions 
supported on four sandstone pillars, about 8 feet high ; the 
domes are still marked with the remains of encaustic -tiles. 
The dome of the tomb stands on a sixteen sided cylinder, the 
corners of which are ornamented with small minarets. The 
dome is made of red and grey sandstone, striped with marble. 
The tomb is built almost entirely of red and grey sandstone. 
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Barah Palah. —This bridge is at a short distance to 
the south east of the southern gateway of Humdyrin’s tomb. 
It was built by Miharban Agha, a eunuch of the Court of 
Jahangir, who also built the eastern gate of Arab SarAi. 
According to a chronogram in the inscription on this bridge 
it was built in the year 1021 A. H. (1612 A. D.), but General 
Cunningham remarks, that as Mariner Finch saw the bridge 
in 1611 A. D., it could not have been built in 1612. It is 
a massive structure of stone and mortar and spans what De 
Laet calls a branch of the Jumna ; in 1628 the road between 
the bridge and the mausoleum was “a broad path shaded by 
lofty trees,” consisting of only eleven arches. Although known 
as Barah Palah or twelve arches, the bridge consists of only 
eleven arches; General Cunningham explains away this incon¬ 
gruity by calling it Barah Pul or the “ Great Bridge,” 
while his assistant, Mr. Beglar, is hardly more satisfactory 
when he “ would suggest that the name Bara Palla refers 
to the 12 abutments or piers that support the 11 arches, 
the word pallet being often used to denote the abutments 
of a bridge.” L have n*ot been able to get any satisfactory 
solution of this remarkable difference between an intelligible 
name and its obviously inconsistent fact ; but even a wilder 
explanation, than those already referred to, was given by the 
villagers of the neighbourhood, according to whom “bar” 
means a great stream of water, and “pula” a bridge. If 
we were to accept this explanation it would equally apply 
to nine-tenths of Indian bridges during the rains. 

The bridge is 361 feet long, 46 feet wide and has a maxi¬ 
mum height of 29 feel. The sides of the bridge are protected 
by heavy masonry walls; the walls over the arches are 
flanked by minars, about 10 feet high, one on either side 
of every arch- On the second northern arch, the highest point 
of the bridge, stands a red stone wall, about eight feet high 
and five feet wide, containing an inscription.* The heavy 

“ * God is groat, 

fit was]Owing to Jahingir Sh&h, the son of Akbar SWh, 

Whose juntied is [like unto] the wind and mankind [like unto] flowers : 

To his friend* he is a crested chief like the Hoopoo, 

To his enemies he is ringed like & dove ; 

Hind in his reign, 

Waa addressed by Istambol aa • [I am] your servant,’ 

Hazrsth Delhi is a garden, 

Which baa taken sweet odours from flowers and colour from wine: 
the seventh jear of hie reign 
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rains of last year damaged this arch and precipitated the- 
memorial stone into the river. Measures, we hope, will be taken 
to recover the inscription, and restore it to its proper place. 
The road on the middle of the bridge is covered with 
masonry, and on either side of it is a foot path of sand¬ 
stone. As already stated, the second arch on the north is 
the highest arch ot the bridge, and from here the arches 
decline in height till they reach the road on the opposite 
side. 


The tomb of Naubath Khan or Nili Chhatri.— 

Naubath Khan, an Amir of the time of Akbar, built this 
tomb during his lite time, in the year 973 A. H. (1565 A. D.), 
and was buried here after his death. It is popularly known 
as Nili Chhatri, from the fact of its dome having been origi¬ 
nally ornamented with blue caustic tiles. It stands almost mid¬ 
way between Purana Qilah and the tomb of Niz£m-ud-dfn 
Aulia, and is built in an enclosure of several acres of ground. 
The enclosure walls are visible here and there, but the 
gateway is better preserved. It is about 25 feet square and 
about 24 feet high, inclusive of an embattled parapet 2 feet 
high. 

Over the entrance of the tomb is the following inscrip- 
tic ' ; the letters are of black marble, inlaid on sand stone :—• 

" The eyes of Time did not see in this world 
Sdch a beautiful and lofty building, 

Of knowledge, the date of its completion, 

I asked, [it] replied, [It has] attained completion.” 

Behind the gateway is a small building with three 
doors. On the back of this building is a high octagonal 
terrace about 6 feet from the ground and 79 feet in 
diameter. In the middle of the southern wall of the 
terrace there are two flights of steps, on opposite sides ; 


Which was such [a time] that the Nightingale did not complain of the crueltie* 
of the flowers, 

Miharb&n Agh4, his special servant, 

Chief of the King’s seraglio [who] has knowledge of all [its] secret*, 

Built this bridge out of a kindly feeling [to othere], 1 

That it might be of service to him on that bridge [in the day of Judgment.J 
I asked for the date of this [building] from the tirmanent. 

The face \<< f flrmanent] looked like a full blown flower with joy. 

It said ip your pen and write 

[He] b- a* bridge out of kindnese [Miharb*nj- 
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\»hich lead to a landing on a level with the top of the 
terrace. On the north-eastern and north-western corners 
of the terrace there are two graves of masonry and stone, 
and the ruins of several others are still visible. On each of the 
four corners of the terrace are the ruins of a tower. In the 
centre of the chabutrah is the mausoleum of Naubath Khdn, 
which is an octagon 51 feet in diameter and about 34 feet high, 
inclusive of the embattled parapet ; the whole of the tomb is 
built of stone and masonry and ornamented with encaustic tiles 
of four colours, viz, green, blue, yellow and orange. Verses 
from the Quran may still be traced in the ornamentation of the 
tomb. Inside, the roof of the tomb is domed and its eight arched 
entrances are about 5 feet wide and.7 feet high, and over these 
doorways are open arched niches. There are steps in the wall 
of the room ; the first' flight of eight steps takes the visitor to 
the level of the open niches over the doorways ; a second flight 
of twelve steps leads to the top of the building. The roof of 
the tomb is flat, but on its centre is an octagonal chabutrah 
about 5 feet high and 30 feet in diameter, which supports 
an octagonal chabutrah 23 feet in diameter, and about 2 feet 
high. The second chabutrah bears marks of eight pillars, and 
on these pillars was raised the blue enamelled dome which 
gave its name to the tomb. 


The Tomb of Khwajah Baqi Billah.— Baqi Billah 
was a native of Kabul ; he arrived at Delhi in the 
reign of Akbar, died in the year 1012 A. H. (1603 
A. D.) and was buried about half a mile to the 
west of Modern Delhi He was a member of the Naksh- 
bandi fraternity of holy men, and pretended to have 
received the gift of “ holy teaching” from the Prophet in a 
dream ; the sanctity of this man may be judged 
by the veneration shown to his grave and by the number of 
those who have since been buried in this out-of-the-way and 
barren sr>ot The grave of Baqi Billah is within an 
irregular oolong enclosure of low masonry walls, contain¬ 
ing several acres of ground and now completely covered 
with the usual bier-shaped tombs, some few of which are 
built of marble. 

The monument of Baqi Billah is erected on two low plat¬ 
forms ; the first is about 24 feet square with 311 eighteen 
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inches high sand-sttfne -wall round it; the second platform is 12 
ieet square enclosed by a foot high stone wall. On the latter 
platform is a bier-shaped monument. At the head ot the tomb 
is a wall in the form of three arches with small square noles for 
lamps ; in the centre of the wall there are two niches for 
offerings. 

To the right of the grave is a flat-roofed mosque, with five 
arched doors ; the three centre arches are large and lofty, the 
side arches are smaller In the side walls of the mosque the 
windows are covered with screens of sand stone lattice work. 


The Tomb of Shaikh Farid Bukhari —Within half a 

mile of the Begampurf Masjid is the tomb of Shaikh Farid 
Bukh&ri, better known, in the reign of JahdngiT, as Murtaza 
Xhdn, of whom mention has been made in my account of 
the fort of Salimgarh. Mr. Blochmann gives a full 
account of Shaikh Farid in -his valuable notes to the Am-i- 
Akbari. Shaikh Farid entered Akbar’s service early in life, 
and was appointed Mir Bakshf ; on the death of Akbar, Shaikh 
Farid supported the cause of Jahangir. He defeated Prince 
Khusrau on the banks of the Beds, and received from 
Jahangir the title of Murtaza Khan and the government of 
Gujrat. lie was subsequently removed from Gujrat and 
appointed Governor of the Punjab, where he died in Puthdn 
in the eleventh year of the reign of Jahdngir in the year 1025 
A. H. (1615 A. D.) and was buried near the village of 
Begampur. 

The tomb, with about a hundred other such monuments, 
stands in a small enclosure, now in ruins.. The monument 
over the grave of Fa* id Khan is built of marble , it is about 7 
feet long and 3 feet 8 inches wide and about 20 inches high. 
At the head of the grave is a plain head-stone, 7 feet high and 
20 inches broad, containing an inscription of some historical 
value. According to Syud Ahmed Khan, Shaikh Farad 
died in the ninth year of the reign of Jahangir in 1033 A. H. 
Mr. Blochmann corrects the Syud, anJ observes that instead 
of the ninth year, 1033 A. H., it should be “in the eleventh 
year or 1025.” Syud Ahmed Khan’s authority, the inscription, 

: to the lbliewing effect :— 

O G»'J ' Thou art pure and Lord [of all j and immortal. 

In the- roi<jn ot the Hazrnth; the dweller :n Paradise, 

Jala’-uddin Akbar Badshah Uhdri, Shaikh Farid, son of the Syud 



THE TOMB OF FAHIM OR NILI BCR.T 


213 


Ahmed Bukhari, was distinguished by the favours of the Hazratb 
[the King] ; and in the reign of the just Nhruddin Jahiugir 
Bddsh&hr son of Akbar B6dsh4h, was dignified by the title 
of Murtaza Kh£n, on the date * * in the 9th year of the reign 

[of Jahangir] corresponding with 1025 A. H., he received the mercy of 
God. 

Murtaza Khan, when he reached the, [presonce of the] Almighty 

The rea'm of Immortality was opened to him; 

The angels said ot the date [of his death] : 

0 Lord! illumine his soul with light;.” 

I believe the year of the Hijri is correctly given and 
that the mistake occurs in the year of the reign, which should 
be, as suggested by Mr. Blochmann, the eleventh and not 
the ninth. 

The Tomb of Fahim or Nili Burj.—Outside the 

eastern wall of the mausoleum of Humayun stands a tomb 
with a damaged blue dome, which is called by some the 
Barber’s tomb, but very probably it belongs to Miyan Fahim 
the faithful attendant of Khan Khandn, Abdiir-rahim, and 
is believed to have been built by Khan Khdnin in the 
year 1034 A. H. (1624 A- D.). Before Mah&bat Khan 
imprisoned Khan Khdndn he tried to buy -over Fahim ; 
but Fahim would not play false and betray his master, 
and fell fighting against Mahdbat Klian. Khan Khankn 
commemorated the memory of liis faithful attendant by 
building over his remains a tomb which must have 
been singularly beautiful, as it was ornamented profusely 
with encaustic plaster and tiles and the narrow necked Mo- 
ghal dome is still covered entirely with encaustic plaster 
of a deep blue colour. 

The tomb stands on a platform or terrace, 108 feet 
square and 5 feet high ; the building itself is an octagon 
of four narrow and four broad sides, having a diameter of 62 
feet. It is 70 feet high from the floor of the platform to the top 

of the dome, exclusive of a red stone pinnacle of 6 feet. The 
broad four sides of the octagon have four deeply recessed point¬ 
ed arches with a door in each, and about 3 feet over the door 
is a small arched window. The narrow walls, on either 
side of the arch, and the spandrels of the arcli were all orna 
mented with foliage and other patterns ; the narrow sides 
of the octagon contain false recessed arches. The neck 
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of the cylinder on which the dome stands is ornamented 
with low arches all round. The monument over the grave 
is no longer in existence, and the tomb itself is now used as a 
cattle shed. 


The Tomb of Khan Khanan —’Abdur-rahim, par excel¬ 
lence the Khan Khdnan of Moghai historians, was the 
son of Bairam Khan, the friend, companion, and general of 
Humkyun ; his mother was the daughter of a Mewat 
chief. He stood high in Akbar’s favor and held high com¬ 
mands under him ; he suppressed a formidable rebellion in 
Gujrat, conquered Sindh, and maintained the imperial prestige 
in the Deccan under adverse circumsta^ 'es till the close of the. 
reign of Akbar. Under Jahangir, he experienced a turn of 
fortune. He was associated with Jahdngfr’s son, Prince 
Khurram, but played false : he abandoned one cause to 
join another ; was imprisoned by Mahabat Khan, and sent, 
under the order of the Emperor, to Delhi and thence to 
Lahore, where he took ill and returned to Delhi only to die. 
His life was such, that a history of it, says Erskine “ would be 
a history of public affairs of the empire of Delhi during half 
a century he died in 103G A. H. (1626 A. D.) “ with the 
highest reputation for talents, valour, generosity and 
learning.” 

Within a short distance of the tomb of Fahfm, and on 
the right of the road from Humayun's Mausoleum to Barah 
Palah is the tomb of Khdn Khanan. 

It stands on a terrace about 14 feet high and 166 feet 
square, built of stone and mortar. Each of the four sides 
of the terrace contain.* 17 arches, 14 of which are 
recessed in the walls, while the rest open into rooms. On 
the south of the terrace there are 14 steps, which conduct 
the visitor to the floor of the tomb. The tomb itself is an 
octagon, with four broad and narrow sides 85 feet in diameter; 
the narrow sides have two arches, one over the other, marking 
the two galleries round the centre room and the roof over the 
narrow sides is surmounted by an open domed pavilion ; the 
broad sides consist of lofty recessed arches containing smaller 
arches covered with screens of stone, through one of which was 
the entrance of the centre room. From the top of the terrace to 
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that of the roof the tomb is 37 feet high, and from the roof to 
the top of the dome about 25 feet more. The tomb is now 
in the occupation of the villagers who garner here the crops of 
the adjoining fields. During the premiership of \Asfi-ud- 
dowlah this tomb was robbed of all its marble, and it is now 
in a disgraceful state of neglect. The dome and the walls 
of the tomb have been stript of their valuable facings and are 
now covered with grass and broken mortar. The monument 
over the grave has also been robbed of its marble, and is 
now indicated by a small heap of debris. 


Lai Mahal,—The ruins kno^n as such are within a short 
distance of the village of Nizdm-udd'm. Of the history 
of these ruins, we know nothing, but the opinion that they 
belong to the Khiljf Kings and very probably to. ’Ala-uddin 
has received the support of Mr. Campbell’s authority. There 
is nothing palatial about these ruins ; thirty years ago they 
were more numerous, but red-stone having since risen in 
value by the growing demand for it in the neighbourhood 
this neglected building has suffered from the ravages of 
plundering villagers. The ruins at present consist of a domed 
room, tie dome of which was once supported by an open 
four-pulared-pavahon on each of the four comers of the 
building; and of a large double storeyed pavilion* “inthe 

Z™ 0 ! basement store y of the main building,” writes Camp¬ 
bell, there are several arches of the shape always employed by 
Ala-uddin and which can be easily identified as his work The 
upper storey is composed almost wholly*'. of red sand'-stone 
the name W Mahal) and is supported on pillars, so 

small nf?r Rn ° pen ***!!' ****** tbe appearance of a number of 
small pavilions, covered with stepped and sloping roofs, group- 

ed around a central ^dome, which is in section a trifoval 
poidved at the apex. “The style of the ornamentation of the 

for describing the Lai Mahal as the work of •Ala uddiT" 

■ Th / .“[^rations mad e to these ruins belonged either 

Original builLg^' tl It 7 'cTpbto ■ 
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Lai Qil’ah or Qil’ah Mubarik or Qil’ah Shajahana- 

oad.—After the battle of Panipat and the fall ofthe Lodi 
dynasty, Babar, the first Moghal Emperor of Hindustlian, 
ascended the throne at Agra, the then capital of the Pathan 
Kings. On the death of Babar, his son Humayun continued 
to reside at Agra till his expulsion from India by Sher Shah 
in the year 1540 A. D. ; on his return to India in the year 
1556, he fixed his head-quarters at Delhi where he died after 
a short reign of six months. On the accession of his 
son and •successor, Akbar, Agra continued to be the capital 
of the Moghal Empire and the government of Delhi was 
entrusted to an Imperial Lieutenant. Jahangir succeeded his 
father Akbar, aud Agra still continued to be the seat of 
Government. On the death of Jahangir, his son Shah Jahan 
ascended the throne of Hindusthan in the hall ot his 
grand-father with great pomp and show. After a reign of 
eleven years at Agra, Shah Jahan resolved to move the 
capital of his empire to Delhi. He paid, several visits to 
the city of Din Panah, and, with the help of Hindu 
:,uologers and Muhammadan Hakims, he fixed the site 
of the present fort as that of his citadel, round which 
he afterwards built Shall jalianab&d, the capital of his 
empire and generally known to later historians as Modern 
Delhi. Oil the 12th Zilliij 1048 A. II. (1638 A. D.), the 
workmen assembled and laid the foundation stone of the 


fort under the superintendence of ’Izzat Khan, afterwards 
(1057 A. H. 1647 A. D.) governor of Sindh, assisted 
by Ostads Ahmad and Hiia the chiefs of the work¬ 
men. On the trausfer of Izzat Klmn from Delhi, the building 
the fort was entrusted to ’Aluh Vardi Khan who raised the 
walls all round 12 yards high, in 2 years, 1 month and 11 
days. ’Alah Vardi was then appointed to a governorship, and 
the work was confided to Makramath Khan who after nine 
years’ labour, finished it in the 20'.h year of the reign of Shah 
Jahan. On the 24th ofRabi II. of 1058 A. II. (1648 A. 
D.) Shah Jahan eutcred the fort through the gate facing the 
river, aud held his first Court in the Do wan ’Am.* 


* Writing of Lal Qil’ali io 16GA, Ueruier ‘-lie following description 
It “is round or rather oeiuieireuLr. It coiinu .uda a prospect of the river, 
from which it •< separated by a v.u Jy so f cju lerahle length and width. On 
thes^ sands are e&UiUifad thu <, -tud buetc tl* ^‘orpa belonging 
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The fort is an irregular octagon with its two long- 
sides on the East (river-side), and the West (city-side) 
and the six smaller ones on the North and the South. 
The circuit of the fort is not over a mile and a half, being 
about 3,000 feet long and 1,800 feet broad ; towards the river, 
the wall is about 60 feet high ; is built against the bank, and 
the buildings of the fort stand on a level with the top of the 
wall presenting to the spectator, on the opposite side, a 
splendid panorama both of the fort and the city of Shdh- 
jahanabad. Between the river and the wall, there is a 
high sandy bank which is seldom under water. On the land 
side, the fort presents a grand view of lofty and massive red 
sand-stone walls with a glacis and a deep ditch underneath. 
The walls tower to a height of 110 feet, of which 75 feet are 
above the level of the ground and the ditch ; the width of the 
walls is about 45 feet at the base, and about 30 teet where 
the embattled parapets stand ; the ditch is 75 feet wide and 
30 feet deep. Of these walls, Bernier, who visited Delhi in 
the reign of Aurangzeb, remarked,, that they excelled those 
of the city in height, width and strength. “ Except on the 
side of the river, the citadel is defended by a deep ditch faced 
with hewn stone, filled with water and stocked with fish ; but 
in my opinion,” continues Bernier, “ a battery of moderate 
force would soon level the walls with the ground. Adjoining 
the ditch are large gardens, full of flowers and green shrubs at 
all times, which, contrasted with the stupendous walls, produce 
a beautiful effect.” These gardens have disappeared ; but they 
might have been seen in a neglected state before the mutiny of 
1857. Two superb gateways, with barbicans in front, one in 
the middle of the western wall, and the other near the south¬ 
western corner of the southern walls of the fort, from the main 
and the city entrances of the palace. From the level of the 
grounds on which they stand, the gates are 110 feet high. 

Besides th 9 gates on the city side of the fort, there are two 
smaller gates, one, called the Khijri gate, under the 
Musamman B 1113 on the river face of the fort ; and the other 


to Omrahs or Lords, and those of the rajahs or pagan princes, pass in review 

Th^Sof^h e ”I 8 3’ 1 Wh °A wl . tQ ^ 3ea tho spectacle from the windows of the palace. 
Jf thTritv &Qd round towers, reeemWe^iW 

P"** * * which 
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on the north, leading into Salimgarh. There are two Khirkis 
wickets, one close to the Asad Buij on the south-eastern 
corner of the tort, and the other on the north-eastern side, 
about half way between the gateway to the north and the 
Shah Buij. 

The walls are surmounted by embattled parapets and 
are ornamented with 21 small pavilions, 7 of which are round 
and the rest octagonal. 

The citadel is believed to have cost 100 lakhs c-f rupees, 
half of which sum is said to have been spent on its walls and 
the other half on the buildings inside. 

“ The citadel,” writes Bernier, “which contains the seraglio 
and other royal apartments, commands a prospect of the river,” 
from which it was separated then, as it is now, by a sandy space 
of considerable length and width. On these sands, Bernier 
was once in danger of his life from the attack of an infuriated 
elephant. 


The Lahore Gate. —The most frequented gate of the 
Fort is entered from the Chdndm Chauk, the most 
important street of Delhi. Aurangzeb protected the gate by 
a barbican, tor, while the gate itself faces the west, the entrance 
to the barbican, which has a deep moat underneath, is on the 
north. In front of the barbican of this gate, as in 
that of the Delhi Gate, there was a drawbridge, which 
was re-placed with a bridge of stone and masonry, 52 feet 
long and 27 feet wide, by Akbar II. who put up the follow¬ 
ing inscription over the arch : 

“ O ! The Independent! 

In the filth year of the reign, 

122G Hijri. 

1811 A. D. 

During the reign of a king like unto Jamshaid [in dignity], Muham 
mad Akbar Badsh£b, Gh&zi, Sahib Qiran Sani, under the superin 
tendence of Dilawar-ul-Dowlah Robert Macpherson, Bahadur, Daler 
Jang, this graceful building was erected.” 

The barbican encloses a square piece of ground ; its 
walls, with the embattled parapet, areabout 40 feet high ; on the 
corners of the western wall are open pavilions with domes 
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surmounted by marble pinnacles. The entrance into the barbic¬ 
an is an arched gateway, 40 feet high and 24 feet wide, 
the top of which rises about eight feet above the enclosure 
walls and is surmounted by an embattled parapet flanked 
by two slim 10 feet high, minarets, all built of red 
6 and-stone. 


The Lahore Gate is lofty and arched ; it is 41 feet high 
and 24 feet wide, contains three storeyed rooms, and is 
flanked by half octagonal towers, which also *ffo rd accom¬ 
modation to the residents of the fort.* The towers 
are surmounted by open octagonal pavilions; between 
the parapets of the towers, is the parapet over the centre 
of the gateway. Over the latter parapet is a row of seven 
8 maK open ornamental arches, about 3 feet high, of red sand¬ 
stone ; over this there are seven minature marble domes cor¬ 
responding with the arches, and the whole of this ornamental 
balustrade is flanked by marble minarets, slim and tapering, 
crowned with marble ornaments shaped like a lantern. 
So far, the description of this gate applies to the gate 
on the southern side of the fort, known as the Delhi Gate, 
and so called after the Delhi Gate of the city which 
faces the ruins of the Delhi of Sher Shdh. 


On entering the Lahore Gate, the visitor finds himself 
under a masonry arcade about 230 feet long and about 13 feet 
wide, having an octagonal court, about 30 feet in diameter 
in the middle, for the admission of light and air On 
the right and left of this little court, there are small gateways 
which at one time, led into the most crowded quarters of 
the fort. Writing .of this arcade, Bishop Heber callsis: “the 
noblest gateway and vestibule which I ever saw ” « a lontr 
vaulted aisle like that of a Gothic cathedral entered through a 
Gothic archway a fine arched passage about 300 feet lone ” 
On both sides of the covered arcade, there are 32 arched rooms 
on a plinth about 4 feet high, occupied as shops and once 
known as the Covered Bazaar, which may be seen now 
as Bernier saw it about-800 years ago. 


_. * were occupied by the Commandant of the PaIiuh* \ c 

Mutiny. The commandant of the Palace Guard alac© Guard before the 



220 


THE NAKAR KHANAH. 


The Nakar Khanah. —Passing through the covered 
bazaar of the Lahore Gate, the visitor entered a well kept 
square about 200 feer long and 1 40 feet broad, surrounded by 
a range of arcade departments where, in olden days, the Omrahs 
had their quarters when on the King’s guard. On the south¬ 
western corner of the square stood certain public buildings 
where the Emperor’s Nazir transacted business. In the centre 
of the square was a tank, fed by a canal which divided the 
square into two equal parts ; on either side of the canal was 
a wide road-way which followed the course of the canal from 
north to south : going northward to the royal gardens and 
southward to the Delhi Gate.* In front of the tank and 
opposite the inner entrance ot the Lahore Gate bazaar, 
within an enclosure of stone railing was stood the Nakar 
Khanah, or the Music Hall, a two storeyed red-stone building, 
which, notwithstanding the alterations it has undergone to 
meet the exigencies of a military garrison, continues much the 
same as it was. 

Neither the walls of this square, the tank, the public 
buildings nor the stone railings of the Nakar Khanah are now 
in existence. + Between the entrance of the bazaar and the 
Nakar kh&nah the ground has been cleared and levelled, and 
there is nothing to mark the site of the buildings which once 
formed the right and left wings of the Music Hall of Shah 
Jahan. Five times a day the Royal band used to strike up in 
this lofty Hall ; on Sundays the music was kept up almost 
the whole day, “ because it was a day sacred to the sun and the 
same honour was paid to the day of the week on which the King 
was born. Bernier who was “ stunned ” by the noise and found 
it unbearable at first, at last grew accustomed to “ the royal 
music” and discovered grandeur, solemnity and even melody 
in it. 

The Nakdr Kh&nah is built on a 3 feet high plinth 
which is now extended from one end -of the building to 


* Bernier describes these streets as being raised about 4& feet from the ground 
and about 4 feet wide in front of a row of arched rooms,—“ closed arcades 
running the entire length of the street. Heie the infeiior officials used to transact 
business and the inferior Omrahs used to tnount guard. 

+ The rooms, of the Nakdr Khdnah were originally open ; but now that the 
buildihg is occupied as quarters for the officers of the garrison, some of the arches 
have been closed with masonry walls. 
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the others the arched gateway in the centre of the building 
is no longer used as such. The Music Hall is 100 feet long, 
70 feet broad and 46 feet high, from the level of the floor to the 
top of the roof, exclusive of the corner pavilions which may be 
reckoned at another 10 feet from the roof. The gateway 
is 29 feet high and 16 feet wide ; on either side of it 
are double-storeyed rooms, with arched doors; over 
these rooms and the gateway a row of five rooms 
with arched doors forms a sort of third storey to the 
structure. There are steps in the southern and western 
Avails of the building leading to the rooms above. On 
the north-western and the south-western corners of the 
roof, there are square open pavilions each surmounted by a dome 
on four stone pillars, with a deep stone weathering under the 
dome. The Nakur Khanah itself was a sort of gateway which 
led into the courtyard of the JDiwan ’Am, Avhich will be 
next described. 


The Nak&r KMnah was also known as the Hathiapol, or 
the Elephant Gate, a circumstance which I have not been 
able to reconcile with Bernier’s description of the elephants 
at the palace gate, and the learn*- ! discussions which it has led 
to. According to General L .uningham, these elephants 
were put up “outside the Delhi gate of the citadel,and 
he states this on the authority of Bernier himself ; Mr. Keene 
who has also studied the subject with great care, is of opinion 
that they once stood outside what from the description 
Avas probably the Lahore Gate, and not the “Delhi Gate” 

« r ^ m |S- mb v blCan ° f thePalace ” Both General Cunningham 

and Mr. Keene appear to me to be labouring under a 
mistake. Mr Keene has simply no authority for his 
statement and Berniers description does not justify that of 
2*™ Cunningham. “I find nothing remarkable at the 
entry of the palace, writes Bernier, “ but two great elephants 
of stone, which are on the two sides of one^of the Sates • 

°4 them .™ t] l e statue of Jamel, the famous^Raja 
ThS Y ^ UP ? D t , he l 0fcher that of Patta, bis brother. * J * 
^ ■ f WO ^. eafc elephants. together with the two resolute 
men sitting on them, do, at the first entiy into this fortress make 
an impression of greatness and Iwful terror "TR^Us 
does not mention the name of the eate nor H ? e l er 
describe the entrance of the fort, but of palace° 
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tion would better apply to the gateway known 
as the NakarKhanih or Hathia-pol, rather than to the Delhi 
or the Lahore Gate of the Fort. Again, Bernier’s descriptions 
of the two “chief gates ” are so far faulty that they jumble 
together the features of the two gates, and the description, 
therefore, is correct of neither. Uninterrupted tradition, 
supported by the name of the locality, places the 
elephants in front of tha gate which was known after them as 
the Hathia-pol. 

Franklin, who visited Delhi in 1793 and made enquiry 
after the statues, was informed, that “ they were removed 
by order of Aurangzeb as savouring too much of idolatry, and 
he enclosed the place were they stood with a screen of red 
stone which has disfigured the entrance.” I have not been 
able to trace this information to any reliable source, neither do 
I believe that the statues stood within the out-works of 
either the Lahore or the Delhi Gate of the Fort. Native 
accounts ascribe to Aurangzeb not only the removal of the 
elephants but also their dg^tructon, and judging from the condi¬ 
tion in which one of them was discovered, buried under 
the accumulated ruins of years, these accounts appear to me to 
be trustworthy.' I see no reason to question Bernier’s statements 
that the statues were made by A_kbar, and it is not unlikely 
that Shah Jah&n brought them from Agra, where they 
originally stood in front of the river gate of the fort. The 
statues represented Jamel and Patta, two .Rajput warriors 
who held Chitor against Akbar. The elephants and the 
figures who rode them were semi-colossal ; each elephant 
carried two riders, the foremost probably represented the driver 
and the second' the Rajput chief; but whether it carried more 
than two figures. I am unable to say ; from the remains now 
in the Delhi Museum we can be certain only of two. The ruined 
fragments of one of the elephants were discovered in the fort 
and were successfully put up by Mr. Campbell in the Queen’s 
Gar dens at Delhi. * ___ 

* The following inscription, engraved on the platform over which the 

elephant stands, is only partially true . 

“ This elephant a work of considerable but unknown antiquity, was brought 
fiom Gwalior and set up butane the south gate of hia new palace by the Emperor 
fcjhih Jailin'A. D. 1645. Removed thence and broken into a thousand fragments 
by the Emperor Aurangzeb, it remained forgotten and buried underground for 
more than a century and a half, and uutil, having been recovered, it was set up here. 
A. D. 1866.’' 
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The statues of Jamel and Patta may be seen in the 
Verandah of the Museum, and the two mutilated trunks 
lying beside them may probably belong to those of the elephant 
drivers. 

Through the gateway of the Nakar Kh&nah you 
passed into the courtyard of the Hall of Public Audience— 
the renowned Diwan ’Am. The impressive ceremonies, 
which were observed on State occasions iu the Court of 
the Grand Moghal commenced here. Underneath the arch 
of the Nakar Khanah gateway none but Princes of the 
blood royal could pass mounted; ambassadors, ministers, 
and grandees of the highest dignity, alighted here and 
walked on foot Even in the last' days of a subsidised 
Moghal Emperor, this entrance was jealously guarded, and 
when Mr. Francis Hawkins, Resident at Delhi, (a gentle¬ 
man whose energy went far beyond his discretion) was removed 
from his appointment, the most serious charge preferred 
against him was, that he had violated the sanctity of 
the royal palace by riding under the gateway of the Nak&r 
Kh&nah. 


Diwan ’Am, or the Hall of Public Audience :—The 

court within which this splendid hall once stood was about 
550 feet long and 300 feet wide, its walls contained arcaded 
apartments, in describing which Bernier remarks, that they 
were hot unlike the Palais Royal, but “ with this difference, 
however, that the arcades of the Dewan ’Am have no 
buildings over them. Each arcade is separated by a wall, yet 
in such a manner that there is a small door to pass from one 
to the other.” The rooms were two deep, raised about 3£ feet 
from the ground, and were occupied by officers of the Court 
and Omrahs on duty. The rooms occupied by the latter 
were gorgeously got up on grand occasions ; the pillars were 
covered with rich brocade, and the arches were hung with 
tapestry of silk and velvet of great beauty. The walls of 
this court were levelled with the ground after the Mutiny 
of 1857. Where the great hall now stands was the centre 
ot the eastern wall of the court On the right of the hall 
was a gateway which led into another court; on its left were 
certain houses belonging to the heir apparent, which disfigured 
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this grand court by their inappropriate presence, but with 
the rest of the court these additions of later years have also 
disappeared. 

The hall itself, although robbed of its gilding and stucco, 
is yet a magnificent structure. It is built throughout of 
red sand-stone, and stands on a plinth fully 4 7 feet from the 
ground, 80 feet long and 40 feet broad ; from the platform to 
the top of the roof, not including the corner pavilions, the hall 
is about 30 feet high. It is open on three sides, and the 
fourth side is a wall. There are two pavillions on the front 
corners of the roof of the hall, which resemble those on the 
Nakar Khanali. The roof is flat and is set-off bv a deep 
stone weathering on the three open sides. The inside of the 
hall is divided into three rows of seven compartments each ; 
each of these compartments is formed by four pillars, about 
G feet apart, supporting scalloped arches and ranging from the 
back-wall to the front of the building. The facade of the 
hall is formed by a row of ten magnificent columns with 
arches as above. The roof is supported by these arches 
resting on pillars as already described. There are steps on 
each of the three open sides of the Hall ; five steps in front, 
and seven on each of the two sides. About 21 feet of the 
centre of the back-wall is faced with marble and inlaid with 
stones of different colours, representing trees, flowers and 
birds. In front of this is a marble platform, about 8 feet 
high and 7 feet square, on which stands a marble canopy, 
beautifully inlaid with coloured stones representing flowers 
and fancy scrolls, embellished with ornamental pendants like 
cones and supported by four inlaid marble pillars surmounted 
by pinnacles. The sides of the marble platform are ornament- 
eel with embossed wreaths of tendrils and flowers. The 
marble canopy and its platform do not extend over the whole 
breadth of the marble wall; on either side of the platform, 
and on a level with the marble canopy, are two heavy marble 
brackets which were used as seats for the King’s _ personal 
attendants. In front of the canopy, there is a massive four- 
leo-o-ed marble stand, about 3 feet high, 7 feet long, and 4 
feet wide. All its inlaid ornamentations are gone. Petitions 
intended for the King were presented to him by the 
Vazir from this marble stand. Pound the three open sides 
of the canopied throne there was a railing of plated-iron, 
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which enclosed the place reserved for the grandees of the 
Empire; this enclosure was about 40 feet loDg and 30 
feet wide. 


From the following description of the Dfwdn by Bernier, 
the reader will learn its history during the most glorious 
days of the Moghal Empire :— 


“ It is a great and 6tately hall, with many ranks of pillars high 
raised, very airy, open on three sides, looking to the Court, and having 
its pillars and ground painted and guilded. In the midst of the wall, 
which separates this hall from the seraglio, there is an opening, or a 
kind of great window, high and large, and so high that a man cannot 
reach to it from below with his hand. There it is where the King 
appears, seated upon his throne, having some of his sons on his sides and 
some eunuchs standing, some of whom drive away the flies with peacock’s 
tails, others fan him with great fans, others stand there ready with great 
respect and humility for several services. Theuce he sees beneath 
him all the Oomrahs, Rajas, and Ambassadors, who are also all of them 
standing upon a raised ground encompassed with silver rails, with their 
eyes downwards, and their hands crossing their stomach; somewhat 
further off he sees the man-sebdars, or lesser Oomrahs, which are also 
all standing in the same, posture and respect os the Oomrahs do; aud 
somewhat further off, in the remaining part of the hril, and in the 
Court, he sees a great ctowd of all sorts of people. For there it is 
where the King, every day about noon, giveth a general audience to all, 
which is the reason that this great hall is called Ara-Kas, that is, place 
of audience, or a place of meeting common to great and small.” 


history, before the di&asters of the Indian Mutiny, 

wiil be found in the foUowing extract from Mr. Bereaford’s 
Guide to Delhi: — 


f th ^ ee ? ides . and supported by rows of red 

wall ft' ? ad0rn ! d W \ th *°d stucco work. In tho 

wall at the back is a staircase that leads up to the throne which is 

raised about ten feet from the ground, aud is covered by a canopy sup- 

ported on four pillars of white marble, the whole being curiously mlafd 

with mosaic work; behind the throne is a doorway by which the Km- 

fr0m bU ?r; ate The wUe of the wSl 

Of th %r t beau.Uu. flower, 

Most of them are represented in a very natural manner 
Pri£cl?y? Au 8tin-de-Bordeaur, who, after defrauding ’severaf o^the 

groat sHU, refug”^' tho CW of'shah^eh,'!’,!’ fa ^ rica ' ed "' U . h 

hU furtuae and was in high farour Sith the r 7 ? he “ ado 

throne, not Jl ZZZ 
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white marble, which was formerly richly imaid with mosaic work, of 
which the traces only now remain.” 


In the midst of the mosaic paintings in the wall, on the 
back of the throne, the Frenchman was permitted to introduce 
himself in a picture, also in mosaic, representing a long yellow 
haired youth, Orpheus, playing upon the violin, seated upon a 
rock beneath a tree with a lion, a hare and a leopard charmed 
to rest at his feet. The whole picture was 8 feet high, and 
precious stones were used in the colouring of its subjects. 
It was taken to England in 1857 by an officer of the Delhi 
Field Force, and may now be seen in the Indian Museum 
ftt South Kensington. 


Of what was done in front of this Hall, when the Emperor 
sat here in State, the following description is given by that 
amusing and intelligent writer, Bernier :— 


During the hour that this audience ceremony continues, a certaiu 
number of the royal horses pass before the throne, that the King may 
see whether they are well used and in a proper condition. The elephants 
come next, their filthy hides having been well washed and painted as 
black as ink, with two large red streaks from the top of the head down 
to the trunk, where they meet. The elephants are covered with embroi¬ 
dered cloth ; a couple of silver bells are suspended to the two ends of a 
massy silver chain placed over their back; and white cow-tails from 
Great Thibet, of great value, hang from the ears like immense whiskers. 
Two small elephants superbly caparisoned, walk close to these colossal 
creatures, like slaves appointed to their service. As if proud of his 
gorgeous attire and of the magnificence that surrounds him, every ele¬ 
phant moves with a solemn and dignified step; and when irf' front of 
the throne, the driver who is seated on his shoulder, pricks him with a 
pointed iron, animates and speaks to him, until the animal bends one 
knee, lifts his trunk on high and roars aloud, which the people consider 
as the elephant’s mode of performing the taslim or usual reverence. 


Other animals are next introduced; tame antelopes, kept for the 
purpose of fighting with each other ; nilgaius, or grey oxen, that appear 
to me to be a species of elk ; rhinoceroses ; large Bengal buffaloes with 
prodigious horns which enable them to contend against lions or tigers ; 
tame leopards, or panthers, employed in hunting antelopes; some of the 
fine sporting dogs from Usbec, of every kind, and each dog with a small 
j-.-l covering; lastly, every species of the birds of prey used in field 
.spoils for catching partridges, craues, hares and even, it is said for 
hunting antelopes, on whom they pounce with violence, heating then- 
heads and blinding them with their wings and claws. 
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Besides this procession of animals, the cavalry of one or two Oomrahs 
frequently pass in review before the King; the horsemen being better 
dressed than usual, the horses furnished with iron armour, and decorated 
with an 'adless variety of fantastic trappings. 

The king takes pleasure also in having the blades of cutlasses tried 
on dead sheep brought before him without the entrails, aqd neatly bound 
up. Young Oorarahs, roansebdars, and gourzeberdars or mace bearers 
exercise their skill, and put forth all their strength to cut through the 
four feet, which are fastened together, and the body of the sheep at one 
blow. 

But all these things are so many interludes to more serious matters. 
The king not only reviews his cavalry with peculiar attention, but there 
i6 not, since the war has been ended, a single cavalier or other soldier 
whom he has not inspected, and made himself personally acquainted 
with, increasing or reducing the pay of some and dismissing others from 
the service; All the petitions held up in the crowd assembled in the 
’Am-Kh£s are brought to the king and read in his bearing; and the per¬ 
sons concerned being ordered to approach are examined by the monarch 
himself, who often redresses at the instant the wrongs of the aggrieved 
party. On another day of the week, he devotes two horn's to hear, in 
private, the petitions of ten persons, selected from the lower orders, and 
presented to the king by a good and rich old man.” 

The last Moghal Emperor who used this magnificent hall 
or state pageantry was the unfortunate Farokhsir. 

On the right of the Diw&n ’Am, in the middle of the 
enclosure wall on that side, was an arched gateway through 
which you entered a small square courtyard, which is no longer 
in existence and of which it is not possible to give the dimen¬ 
sions. In the middle of the eastern wall of this square was 
another arched gateway, smaller than that in its wes¬ 
tern wall, which led into the courtyard of the Dfw£n Khds, or 
the Iiall of Special Audienoe. A red cloth awning was 
stretched in front of this gateway which gave it the name 
ot Pul Pardah, or the Red Screen. 

Diwan Khas, or The Hall of Special Audience.—The 

• ourtyard which the visitor entered through the Lai Pardah 
•vas barely a fourth of that of the Dlwdn ’Am The 
.v t court was about 210 feet long by 180 feet. “A very 
.an. some and stacking Court,” writes Bishop Heber, “with 
-ow but rich y ornamented buildings opposite a beautiful hall of 
while marble. On the eastern wall of this enclosure stands 
iJio Li wan Khas; near its northern wall are the Baths ot 
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Sb^h Jahdn and the Motf Masjid—Pearl Mosque—of Aurang- 
zeb. The western wall of this court was formed by the back- 
wall of the court just described, and on the south were the 
walls of a series of apartments belonging to the seraglio and 
the Pang Mahal. 

On a marble platform about feet high, 240 feet lono- 
and 78 feet wide, stands this hall, about the finest building 
of its kind in India. It is simple in form and 
construction, being a large marble pavilion. “ If not the 
most beautiful,” says Fergusson, “ certainly the most highly 
ornamented of all Shah Jehan’s builah gs.” The hall is about 
90 feet long and 67 feet broad, having a flat coned roof sup¬ 
ported by scolloped arches resting on thirty-two pillars in 
double files. Of these pillars 24 are 4 feet square and the re¬ 
maining eight are 4 feet by 2. The eastern wall of the hall, to 
the extent of two arches, is covered with a marble screen. The 
platform on which the hall stands, as well as the hall itself, 
is of white marble. On'each of the four comers of the roof is 
an open square pavilion, with a dome surmounted by copper 
gilt pinnacle resting on four pillars. 

The hall is an oblong in shape ; the pillars on the short 
sides of the hall are narrower than those on the long sides, 
but in richness of decoration, they yield nothing to the other 
pillars. . Of the outer pillars only the three inner sides are 
decorated ; the inner pillars are decorated from the base to 
the capital. Each pillar is divided into three panels, the 
lowel two being about equal, and the upper is about 
a third of the size of the lower panel. The lower panels repre¬ 
sent flowers, and trees with long leaves ; the upper panel con¬ 
tains inlaid fancy designs. The inner face of the arches, the 
spandrels and the pilasters which support them, are profusely 
decorate^ with flowers, leaves and tendrils in mosaic , the 
stones used for the purpose being green serpentine, lapis 
lazuli, blue, red and purple porphyry. 

Through the Diwdn Khas ran a stream of water in a 
marble canal about 12 feet wide and covered with flags of the 

same material. 

The inner room of the hall is formed by twelve 
T-tllars ; it v- 48 feet long and 27 feet wide, and here 
may yet be seen the square marble platform on which 
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stood the world-renowned Peacock throne of Sh£h Jahan. 
Under the cornice of this room, and directly over the 
corner arches of the narrow sides, in small oblong panels, 
may be seen the famous inscription of S’a-ad-ullah Khan, sup¬ 
posed to be in the hand-writing of Rashid, the greatest caligra- 
phist of his time: Agar Firaaus bar rue zamin ast — hamxn 
ost to, hanrfn ast to, hamin ast: If there is a paradise 
on earth, it is this, it is this, it is this. Bernier’s des¬ 
cription of this hall is rather meagre : “the hall is, however, 
very handsome, spacious, gilt and painted, and raised four or 
five French feet from the pavement, like a large estrade. 
It is in this palace that the King, seated in a chair, his 
Oomrahs standing round him, grants more private audiences 
to his officers, receives their reports and deliberates on impor¬ 
tant affairs of state.” The following description is taken from 
Franklin’s contributions to the Asiatic Society of Bengal 


“On entering the third and last square, the Dew&n KMs, or hall 
of Nobles, bursts upon the view with all its splendoilr, forming the river 
face of the Court, and raised on a terrace four feet above the level of 
the pavement; the whole building, inside or out, and the open terraces 
and pavements, are of white marble • r ihe roof is supported on thirty-two 
square columns, ornamented to the height of six feet, with rich inlaid 
flower-work of red cornelians and other precious stones; the remainder, 
as well as the cornices, being decorated with a profusion of golden orna¬ 
ments. The hall is fifty feet by twenty-four, with an open verandah all 
round, ten feet wide; in this is a beautiful crystal, eighteen inches high 
and four feet in diameter. His Majesty usually occupies a temporary 
throne; the ceiling is of wood painted red, and richly decorated with 
gold; it >was formorly encrusted with a rich silver foliage inlaid with gold, 
at the expense of thirty-nine lacks of rupee.- ; the Maharatas took it 
down, and on sending it to the mint to be coined, it produced twenty- 
eight lacks. On a compartment over the cornice on the outside are 
these lines in the Persian character, iu letters of gold: “ if there is as 
Paradise on earth, this is it, 'tis this, ’tis this ” The roof is surmounted 
at the angles with four pavilions; the ornaments of brass on the cupolaa 
being richly gilt. On State occasions, the hall is adorned with an awn¬ 
ing of scarlet cloth of gold, fastened by cotton ropes of various colours - 
Kanauts oj screens of the same description enclose the open terraces’ 
winch are forty-four feet by thirty-five', on one side the terrace leads to 
a painted room through which the King, retires to the harem; on the 
other to a small but beautiful mosque of white marble, with dome- of 
brass so nchly gilt as to give it the appearance of. pure gold ” 


The Peacock throne was broken up anti all that was of 

taken away by Nddir Shah after his occupation 
of Delhi in 1739. Bernier, who saw tbe throne in the reign 
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of Aurangzeb, thus describes it r and the festive occasions when 
it was displayed to the world :— 

• “ The throne was supported by six massy feet, -said to be of solid 
gold, spriuked over with rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. I cannot tell 
tell you with accuracy the number or value of this vast collection of 
precious stones, because no person may approach sufficiently near to 
reckon them, or judge of their water and clearness; but I can assure you 
that there is a confusion of diamonds, as well as other jewels, and that 
the throne, to the best of my recollection, is valued at four crores of 
rupees. I observed elsewhere that a lac is one hundred thousand rupees, 
and that a crore is a hundred lacs; so that the throne is estimated at 
forty millions of rupees. It was constructed by Shah Jehan, the father 
of Aurengzebe, for the purpose of displaying the immense quantity of 
precious stones accumulated successively in the treasury from the spoils of 
ancient Rajahs and Patans, and the annual presents to the Monarch 
which every omrah is bouud to make on certain festivals. The con-| 
struction and workmanship of the throne are not correspondent with the 
materials; but two peacocks, covered with jewels and pearls, are well 
conceived and executed. They were made by a workman of astonishing 
powers, a Frenchman by birth, who, after defrauding several of the 
Princes of Europe, by means of false gems, which he fabricated with pe¬ 
culiar skill, sought refuge in the great Mogul’s court, where he made his 
fortune. At the foot of the throne were assembled all the omrahs in 
splendid apparel upon an estrade surrounded by a siver railing and 
covered by a spacious canopy of brocade with deep fringes of gold. The 
pillars of the hall were hung with brocades of a gold ground and flower¬ 
ed satin ; canopies were raised over the whole expanse of the extensive 
apartment, fastened with red silken cords, from which were suspended 
large tassels of silk and gold. The floor was covered entirely with car¬ 
pets of the richest silk, of immense length and breadth. A tent, called 
the aspek, was pitched outside, larger than the hall, to which it. joined 
by the top. It spread over half the court, and was completely enclosed 
by a great balustrade covered with plates of silver. Its supporters were 
pillars overlaid with silver, three of which were as thick and as high 
as the mast of a barque, the others smaller. The outside of this 
magnificent tent was red, and the inside lined with elegant Masulipatam 
chintzes, figured expressly for that very purpose with flowers so natural 
aud colours so vivid that the tent seemed to be en- compassed with 
real parterres. 

As to the arcade galleries round the court, every omruh had 
received orders to decorate one of them at his own expense, and there 
appeared a spirit of emulation who should best acquit himself to the 
Monarch’s satisfaction. Consequently all the arcades and galleries were 
covered from top to bottom with brocade, and the pavement with rich 
carpets.” 

Tavernier, “that rambling jeweller, who had read 
nothing, but had seeli so much and so well,” valued the Pea- 
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cock throne at “ two hundred millions of livres,” but in spite 
of the laudatory accounts we have of this precious piece of 
court furniture, it appears to me, that its best claim to fame 
was its value, and that it did not pretend much to beauty of 
design or excellence in execution. 

“ Mr. Beresford’s description of the throne is evidently 
taken frcm native sources :— 


“Id this hall was the famous Peacock Throne, so called from its 
having the figures of twc peacocks standing behind it, their tails being 
expanded and the whole so inlaid with sapphires, rubies, emeralds, pearls 
and other precious stones of appropriate colours as to represent life. The 
throne itself was six feet long by four feet broad ; it stood on six massive 
feet which, with the body, were of solid gold, inlaid with rubies, 
emeralds and diamonds. It was surmounted by a canopy of gold, 
supported by twelve pillars, all richly emblazoned with costly gems, 
and a fringe of pearls ornamented the borders of the canopy. Between 
the two peacocks stood the figure of a parrot of the ordinary size, 
said to have been carved out of a single emerald. On either side 
•of the throne stood an umbrella, one of the oriental emblems of 
royalty; they were formed of crimson velvet richly embroidered and 
friDgcd with pearls—the handles were eight feet high, of solid gold, 
and 6tudded with diamonds. The cost of this superb work has been 
variously stated at sums varying from one to six millions of pounds 
sterling. It was plauned and executed under the supervision of Austin 
de Bordeaux, already mentioned as the artist who executed the mosaic 
work in the 'Am KMs.” 


During the reign of Akbor IT. the son and successor of 
Sh&h Alam, the neglected state of this grand hall struck visi¬ 
tors with surprise. Mr. Elliott, the Resident at Delhi, remark¬ 
ed to Bishop Heber, that the ruinous state of the palace “was 
not due to absolute poverty,” but that “ the men had lost all 
1 “ c *. °} and keeping in repairs” the memorials 

of their departed glory. In the reign of Bahadur Shkh, 
the son and successor of Akbar II., matters got worse 
tiie Dfwan Kh&s “ was full of lumber of descriptions, 
broken palanquins, and empty boxes, and the throne was so 
covered with pigeon s dung that its ornaments w hardly 
d^ermble. Since the rebellion of 1857, the hall has been 
‘carefully looked after. The gilding has been very successfully 

restored, and the wooden ceiling has been renewed with red 

a»amt and gilt in a very creditable mam or. 

Strapgo vicissitudes have befallen this .imperial hall 4 ,ifc 
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was the favourite resort of Shah Jahan, who built it; and 
from here Aurangzeb issued his imperial commands which were 
obeyed by his lieutenants all over the vast Moghal Empire. 
After N&dir Shdh had destroyed the Delhi Empire.on the plains 
of Panipat, it was in this hall of the Moghals that he exchanged 
turbans with his vanquished host, Muhammad Sh£h, 
and parted with his serviceable pagri for the be-jewelled 
taj of .the Emperor of Delhi. In 1760 the Diwin 
Khas was despoiled by the marauding hordes of Satara, 
and a quarter of a century later, the last independent 
Mogbal Emperor of Delhi, Shkh ’Alam, was blinded here 
by an aqdacious soldier of fortune. About twenty years 
after this daring assault, the same sovereign received the 
English General, Lord Lake, in his Hall of Special Audience 
and thanked the British Government for his deliverance from 
the hands of the French hirelings of Scindia. A little over 
half a century after this event, in 1857, the grandson of Shih 
*Alam, as the titular King of Delhi, received the native officers 
of the British Indian Army who had assembled here to offer 
him once more the Empire of India. The Dfwan KMs is 
famous alike for the historical associations which surround 
it, and for the elaborate decorations which once gave it the 
title of a Paradise on earth. 


Hammam, or The Baths. —On the north of the Dfwdn 
Khas are the Royal Baths ; the two buildings are united by a 
marble-paved floor about 46 feet wide. In the centre of the 
southern wall of the baths, facing the Diw&n Kh4s, there is a 
hall with three arched doors which is the recognised entrance to 
the baths. On either side of this hall there are two rooms and 
through the centre of the hall the visitor enters the baths, 
which consist of three beautiful roomy apartments, paved with 
white marble. The pavement throughout these rooms, the walls 
up to the waist, “the reservoirs, and the vapour slabs were 
originally inlaid with rare and precious stones of various 
colours, representing flowers and branches, executed with great 
taste.” There are three reservoirs for water in the apartment 
which overlooks the river ; and in its eastern wall there is a 
small marble balcony, on either side of which the wall is 
pierced by a window covered with marble lattice _ wort 
In the second apartment there is only one such reservoir, and 
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in the centre of the third apartment there is a vapour 
slab of great beauty. Behind this is the stove which used 
to supply the bath with hot water; “ fountains were placed in 
the centre, with passages to carry the water into the different 
apartments,” and the light was admitted by windows of stained 
glass. 


Moti Masjid, or the Pearl Mosque of Lai Qil’ah.—This 

Masjid was built by Aurangzeb, in the year 1070 A. H. 
(1659 A. D.) in the XAl Qila'h of Sh£h Jahfm at a cost of 
160,000 rupees of the time; it is most exquisitely finished and 
is built throughout of marble. It was used as the private 
chapel of the Emperors of Delhi, and was damaged by a gun¬ 
shot during the mutiny of 1857, but has siuce been repaired 
with great success. Though very small, it is about the prettiest 
build mg of its kind in India. The entrance of the mosque is a 
small marble gate-way having two doors at right angles to each 
other. The court of the mosque, which is 40 feet by 35 feet, is 
paved with marble and enclosed by walls about twenty feet 
high ; the outer face of the walls is covered with red sandstone, 
and the inner with marble ; they are divided into broad panels, 
and ornamented with pilasters surmounted by beautiful marble 
minarets. 

In the northern wall of the enclosure there is a .passage 
intended for the use of the ladies of the Imperial household who 
attended prayers at the mosque. In the centre of the court 
there is a marble tank, about ten feet by eight, which was filled 
by the canal which once flowed through the garden of Haiy4t 
Baksh. 

The body of the mosque is about 40 feet by 30 feet ; it is 
about 25 feet high from the floor to the roof, and about 
12 feet more from the roof to the top of the centre 
pinnacle. It is entered through three low but very pretty 
scalloped arches, raised by four steps in front; the plinth, 
* \ ei 7 elegantly inlaid with black marble, is about 
feet high; the four pillars which support these arches have 
polished shafts and engraved bases and capitals. The side 
arches are about eight feet wide, while the centre arch is about 
double their size; behind these arches there is another row of 
three arches supported by elegant pillars, thus giving the 



234 


TA8BIR KHABAH, KHWABGAH AND BAITAK. 


mosque a set of six rooms in two rows. In the back 
wall of the mosque are the usual arched recesses, one in each 
room; the centre arch is deeper and wider than those 
on its sides. The arches in front are flanked by small 
minarets, and over each of the side arches is a marble 
ledge. The parapet over the roof is narrow but orna* 
mented ; that over the centre arch is arched; those on the 
two sides are flat. The domes are of white marble and boldly 
ribbed ; they are more bulbous than the domes of earlier Mo* 
ghal buildings, and are surmounted by richly copper-gilt 
pinnacles. 


Tasbih Khan&h, Khwabg&h and Baitak.— Correspond¬ 
ing to the Royal Baths, and on the south of the Di'wkn Kh£s, is 
a suite of rooms, built throughout of marble and divided into 
two equal parts by the marble canal already described. Be¬ 
tween these rooms and the Dfwan Khas, the pavement is of 
marble and is about 46 feet wide. 

The Tasbih Kh&nah, Kh&wbgah and Baitak form one 
building ; the former consists of a row of three rooms facing 
the Dfwan Khds ; a second row of three rooms behind this is 
known as the Khawbgah and the adjoining hall, which is 
about half the width of the Khawbgah, was indiscriminately 
called the Baitak or the Tosha h Khanah. The three apartments 
together may be equal in size to the Dfwdn Khas. There is 
nothing particular to notice either in the Tasbfh ELhdnah or 
the Baitak; the Khdwbgah, however, deserves more than 
passing attention. As already stated, it is the name of the 
three rooms in the centre of the building; the mid¬ 
dle room is about 45 feet by 18 feet, those on its east and on 
its west arc about half its size. The three rooms communi¬ 
cate with one another through arched doors in the centre room ; 
the walls were at one time inlaid with precious stones 
which were pillaged by the attendants of the court and have 
recently been repaired with great success. In the 
northern and the southern walls of the centre room there are 
arched doors covered with marble screens, and under the arches 
there are inscriptions of historical fame—the work of Sa’ad-ullah 
Khdn. the Wazir of Shah Jahan. On the outer eastern face **■ 

0 
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the door of this room there is another inscription, which is also 

said to be the work of the same author.* 

* 

On the northern screen of the centre room, there is an 
embossed symbolical representation of justice : the scales of 
justice are held over a crescent, in the midst of stars rising out 
of clouds. 


» 

* [English translation of the Inscription on the Southern Arch.] 

God is Great. 


“ God is holy ! how beautiful are these painted mansions and charming residen¬ 
ces, (They are a ] part of the high heaven. I may say the high-souled angels are 
desirous of looking at them. If people from different parts and directions [of 
the world] should come | here] to walk round them as [they walk] round the old house 
[Kabah], it would be right ; or if the beholders of the two worlds should run to kins 
their highly glorious threshold as (they kiss] the black stone [of Kabah], it would be 
proper. The commencement of this great fort, which is higher than the palace of the 
heaven* and is the envy of the wall of Alexander ;and of this elegant edifice : and of 
the garden of Haiyut Baksh, which is to these buildings as the soul is to the body, 
and the lamp to an assembly ; and of the pure canal, the limpid water of which is 
to the person possessing sight as a mirror and to the wise the uuveiler of the se¬ 
cret world ; and of the water-falls, each of which you may say is the whiteness of 
the morning, or a tablet of eeciet taken from the Table and the Pen (of Fate]; and 
of the playing fountains each of which is a cloud of light. 

[English translation op the Inscription on the Northern Arch.] 

Rising to meet the inhabitants of heaven and raining bright pearls to reward the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and of the tank, full of the water of life, [and] owing to its 
purity the envy of the light and the sun, was announced on the 12th ZUhij in the 
12th holy year of the ascension, corresponding to 1048 A. H., the tidings of happiness 
to men. The completion of it at the expense of 50 lacs of rupees, by the power of 
the blessed feet of the sovereign of the earth- the Lord of the world, the originator 
of these buildings. Sh&h&buddin Muhammad, the second lord of felicity, Sh&k Ja- 
Mn the victorious Emperor, opened on the 24th Rabi-ul-Awal in the 21st blessed 
world* the aflc<mflion, corre *P°nding to 1058 A. H.,the door of blessing to the 


[English translation of the Verses on the wall.] 

May the Emperor of the world, Shdh Jahin, by his good fortune, the second 
lord of felicity live magnificently for ever in hia Kingly palace an the sun [Uveal in 
8 £y- Ma y palace of his good fortune touch the highest heaven as long as 
this building cannot stand without a foundation. Wonderfully charming isthi* 
adorned palace, being like a paradise adorned with hundred beauties. Oreatne** 

; k r e |^ , P turea “ .**« P™ee. Blessedness is in the embraces of ita 

Sff Whosoever with sincerity bows down to it, hia honor increases 

}‘ k * of tl,e . Whe ? t ,me erected this palatial hall, it set a mirror before the 
f faco ° f 8un -JF h t fac ^ f lt ! waJi 18 80 decorated, that it demands from thepain- 

£? b ' lte - T*™® h .f* “tretched its hands of protection over it ; thHky 
**}** r l ve r-hke fountains mid tanks the sky washes ita 

Ktogrf Jl Zllv ™**■ 11 bemg th ' “ at ° f tt ' a “ t « » “ U* 

the3e “> Ul, 
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Musamman Burj —Adjoining tbc eastern wall of the 
Khwdbgah, and overlooking the river, is the domed balcony 
with which Bernier, who however had never seen it, was so much 
charmed. It is an octagonal room surmounted by a dome, 
which was once cased in copper-gilt, and is now covered 
with lime plaster. Three out of the eight sides of this room 
are cut off by the Khw&bgah, and of the remaining five 
sides which overlook the river, four are covered with marble, 
screens j in front of the fifth, which is the middle of the* 
Burj, there is a small covered balcony which was added by 
Akbar II. who also engraved two inscriptions under its arches.* 

“ The Eunuchs,” says Bernier, writing of the Mussamman 
Burj, “ speak with extravagant praise of a small tower, facing 
the river, which is covered with plates of gold in the same man¬ 
ner as the towers of Agra ; and its azure apartments are de¬ 
corated with gold and azure, exquisite paintings and magni¬ 
ficent mirrors.” 

Rang Mahal—Is now occupied as the Mess-room of 
the officers of the European regiment quartered in the Fort. 
It is an oblong building, with a fiat roof and arched doors in 
the style of the Diwan Khds. The roof is protected by 
a plain ^parapet, and, on each of its four corners, there is an 
open square pavilion supported by four stone pillars. With 
the exception of the inner walls of the rooms, which are, “ up to 


* [English translation of the first inscription :] 

On the face of Mussamman Btirj, built anew. 

Sach a seat that the sun and the moon turned their eyes to it. 

Sayy»d -ul-ShOr& was ordered to ascertain its date, 

e n order] that the black record may remain on the white [ground]. 

ae Sayyad gave the date of the buildiug in the following seutence : 

Ijet this be a seat with an exalted foundation [the work] of Akbar Shah. 
Pr aise and thankfulness are worthy of the Lord of the world, 

Who has made a King of the age, of such an Emperor ; , 

One who is descended from a royal father and grand father, [even] from Timur, 
The protector of mankind, the dweller in sky-like mansions ; [the master] of 
star-like soldiers : 

M'din-uddfn Abd-ulnasar Akbar, Gli &zi, 

King of the world ; conqneror of the age ; shadow of God. 

[English translation of the second inscriplion:—] 

O [Thou who has] fetters on your legs, and a padlock on your heart, beware ! 
[Thou] whose eyelids ar9 sewn up, and whose feet are deep in the mire, 
beware ! 

Thou art bound towards the west ; but thou hast turned thy facp to the east ; 

O Traveller ! Thou hast turned thy back on thy destination, beware ! 
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the waist,” covered with marble, the building is constructed of 
grey sandstone. The deep stone ledge under the roof, which 
is common to the other buildings in the Fort, is not missed 
here. 


Asad Burj—Is a tower on the south-eastern corner of 
the Fort and is now occupied by the officers of the garrison. 
When Harnath Chela attacked Delhi in 1803, and Ochterionv 
made his gallant and successful defence of the place, this Burj 
was much damaged, but was repaired at the expense of Akbar 


Shah Burj —Is the last of the three important towers 
of L&l Qil’ah. It stands on the river, at a short distance on 
the north of the Hammara and not far from Fort Salimghar. 
It is three-storeyed, and presents a fine view from the opposite 
side of the river. In 1784, Jawan Bakht, the eldest son of 
Shdh ’Alara, made his escape from this Bdij by a ladder 
of turbans, and eluded the vigilance of his father’s ministers. 


Lai Qil’ah in the reign of Aurangzeb. —I proceed to give 

a short account of the citadel of Shdh Jahdn during the reign 
of Aurangzeb, when it might be said to be in the height of ?ts 
glory. For purposes of security, Aurangzeb built a barbican 
before each of the two main gates (Lahore and Delhi) of the 
fort; and he added to the marble buildings of the citadel the ex¬ 
quisite mosque, known as Motf Masjid. Since then, nothin? has 
been added to the Lfil Qil’ah which did not detract from its 
glory. I purpose to describe the interior of the fort before 
neglect and despoliation had done so much towards its ruin. 
Jtntenngthe fort at the Lahore Gate,you pass through a covered 
vestibule in the centre of which there is a large sky-li^ht 
and on either side of it there were two narrow lanes, at rf^ht 
angles to the vestibule. The lane on the right of the visitor 
led into a garden beyond which there were two blocks of 
buildings, the one stretching southward towards the Delhi Gate 

™ 30 °a y and l he other from the western wall of the 
wl t WardS ; ^ eaSt fo L * bout 150 ^rds. These building 

f or thTS d ^ 7 n ° r ,r ffi ? la1 ?’ either “ P rivate residences or 
thpWirf °? publlc busmess - To the left of the visitor 
the lane led into a broad street, from which branched off other 
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lanes and cross-lanes, towards the northern wall of the fort; the 
whole of the ground here was covered with buildings 
which were used as Imperial workshops, and which 
Bernier describes in one of his letters to Monsieur de la Mohte 
le Vayer :—“ Large halls are seen in many places, called Kar 
Khauahs or workshops for the artisans. In one hall, embroi¬ 
derers are busily employed, superintended by a master. In 
another, you see the goldsmiths ; in a third, painters; in a fourth, 
varnishers in lacquer ; in a fifth, joiners, turners, tailors and 
shoemakers ; in a sixth, manufacturers of silk brocade and 
those fine muslins of which are made turbans, girdles with 
golden flowers, and drawers worn b' T females, so delicately 
fine as frequently to wear out in one nght. * * The artisans 
repair every morning to their respective Kar Khdnahs, where 
they remain employed the whole day; and in the evening re¬ 
turn to their homes.” Walking down the vestibule, due east, 
the visitor entered the court-yard of the Nakdr Khanah ; in 
the centre of the eastern wall of this enclosure was the Na¬ 
kar Kh&nah, while the courtyard itself was divided into two 
small squares by a road which ran from north to south. To the 
south, the road extended to the Delhi Gate of the fort, and to 
the north into the garden so well known as the Mehtdb Bdgh, 
and thence to the northern wall of the fort. This 
road was fully 700 yards long and is thus described by Ber¬ 
nier,—the reader, however, should bear in mind that 
Bernier’s description refers specially to that portion of the 
road which extended from the court of the Nakar .Khanah 
to the Delhi Gate. 

u The other principal gate of the fortress also conducts to 
a long and tolerably wide street, which has a divan oh both 
sides ^bordered by shops instead of arcades. Properly speaking, 
this street is a bazar, rendered very convenient in the sum¬ 
mer and the rainy season by the long and capacious arched 
roof with which it is covered. Air and light are introduced 
by several large and round apertures in the roof.” 

Through the Nakar Khanah, the visitor had access to the 
court-yard of the Diwan ’Am. To the north of this was the 
imperial kitchen, and further north again were the gardens of 
Mehtab Bagli and of Haiydt Baksh. Beyond this was ano¬ 
ther branch° of the canal,“which ran due east, to the Shah 
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Btiij, and from here to the northern wall of the fort 
the ground was occupied by the imperial stables. To 
the south of the Dfwdn ’Am, there were a series of Mahals be¬ 
longing to the imperial seraglios, and the residences of the no¬ 
bles of the Imperial Court, which stretched to the south¬ 
ern wall of the fort. “ Besides these two streets,” writes Ber¬ 
nier, “ the citadel contains smaller ones both to the right 
and to the left, leading to the quarters where the Omrahs 
mount guard during four and twenty hours in regular rotation 
once a week. The places where their duty is performed may 
be called splendid, the Omrahs making it a point to adorn 
them at their own expense. In general, they are spacious 
divans or alcoves facing a flower garden, embellished by small 
canals of running water, reservoirs and jets d’eau.” Of the 
seraglio, which Bernier had not seen, the following descrip¬ 
tion occurs in his Travels : “ You must be content therefore 
with such a general description as I have received from some 
cf the eunuchs. They inform me that the seraglio contains 
beautiful .apartments, separated, and more or less spacious and 
splendid, according to the rank and income of the females. 
Nearly every chamber has its reservoir of running water at 
the door; on every side are gardens, delightful alleys, shady 
retreats, streams, jets d’eau, grottoes, deep excavations that 
afford shelter from the sun of day, lofty divans and terraces 
on which to sleep coolly at night Within the walls of this 
enchanting place, in fine, no oppressive or inconvenient heat 
is felt” 


To the north-east of the Dlwan ’Ain courtvard, was 
an arched gateway through which the visitor entered a small 
square, and through a gateway in its eastern wall h,e found 
his way into the court of the Dfwan Khas. To the north 
of the courtyard are the Moti Masjid and the imperial baths 

the garden of Haiydt Baksh, the 
buah Burj and the canal; beyond which again private dwell- 
mgs extended to the northern wall of the fort. Immediately 
to the south-west of the Dfwdn Khds and behind the 
Diwan A m was Irntiaz Mahal, and Rang Mahal; and 
to their south—-between the southern wall of the fort 
and the walls of the two mahals—the ground was covered with 

CK ^ m ° re ° r leSS Pension, and at the corner of 
this block of buildings was the Asad Bdrj. The building vfo 

have just described form the river face of the fort 
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The general appearance of the interior of the fort was 
much altered during the reign of Muhammad Shah, and after the 
troubles which succeeded the massacre of Delhi by Nddir Shah, 
this memorial of the most glorious period of Muhammadan 
ascendancy in India, which the polished taste and the abundant 
treasury of a vast empire had called into existence, was permit¬ 
ted to sink into ruin and decay. Squalid huts stood cheek and 
jowl with royal apartments, while more pretentious, though 
hardly less objectionable, buildings, the additions of later days, 
filled up some of the open spaces which had served 
to show to advantage those noble buildings with which 
Shdh Jahan had adorned his capital. Disfigured walls, 
pillars robbed of their ornaments, royal seats incumbered 
with the dust of years, pavilions and towers dismantled 
md in ruin, met the eyes of those who had read and wondered 
at the accounts which the curious travellers and the more 
trustworthy writers of history had furnished of the Palace of 
Sh&h Jahan. 

One traveller in particular, Franklin, thus writes 
of the desolation he witnessed in Lai Qil’ah : “ The 
remainder of the public buildings are in a ruinous state. 
The etiquette of the Court is still kept up, as much as possible, 
as it was in the time of Shah Jahan ; but, alas, how much 
fallen, from the splendour and opulence which distinguished 
that reign ! Wood and some coarse karwa cloth have 
supplied the place of those pillars of gold and silver, that 
formely supported awnings of embroidered cloth or velvet 
which went round every apartment. The ceilings of massive 
silver gilt have made room for more modest ones of 
painted wood ; in short, every step one takes in the palace 
shews what it was once and how fallen it is at present ; 
even th3 very walls have not escaped the depredation of 
mischievous avarice ; they are of fine white marble (par¬ 
ticularly in the garden) in most of the public apartments ; 
inlaid with onyx, agate, and cornelians, almost [everywhere 
the marbles have been picked for the small pieces of the 
precious stones.” 

After the mutiny of 1857, the fort was adapted to the 
wants of a European garrison. Two-storeyed barracks have 
been built within the fort walls, and the rooms over the 
Lahore and the Delhi Gates, the Nakar Khanah and 
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the towers known as the Asad and the Shih Burj are occu 
pied by the officers of the garrison.* 


Modern Delhi, or Shahjahanabad. —The city of Shall 
Jahdn was founded ten years after the building of its citadel, 
or Lai Qil’ah, in the year 1058 A. H. (1648 A D.) The 
shape of the city is semi-circular ; according to others an irre¬ 
gular quadrant, the rectilineal lines of which face the 
east and the north, or, as Polier describes it, a bow 
with the string towards the river. About half of its eastern 
face is formed by its citadel, and the circuit of its walls is 
nearly miles.t 

Yon Orlich calls the capital of Shah Jahan the “ Indian 
Rome,” and dwells with admiration" on the mosques, palaces, 
pavilions, halls, gardens and mausoleums of the Emperors and 
their consorts and the great men of the Empire.” Writing of 
Sh5hjah&nkbid and its environs, Franklin remarks, that “ the 
best point of view from whence the city and circumjacent 
buildings and ruins appear to the greatest advantage is from 
the river Jumna, immediately in front of the palace, and 
about three miles distant; this spot commands in all directions. 
The splendid ruins of the forts of Shere Shdh and Feroze ; 
the mausoleum of Humdyoon raised on its noble terrace, and 
towering above innumerable mosques, some with marble, others 
adorned with enamelled domes ; the lofty pillar of the Kutb, 
bounded by a range of bleak hills ; the uneven ground on 
which the capital is built, the white aspect of its marble 
buildings, the gilt domes, the magnificent walls and gateways 
of red stone, broken by the towering height of the minarets 
and domes of the Juma and Zeenut mosques, present views at 
once interesting and magnificent.” 


A- • 01 v audaiism, and thinks it “ ridiculous 

S (Uld unarmed population of the city could ever dream" 

a *?• SST 011 himself to other opinionT wlS?“n 

mUCh t0 * "***. ~ ^ it were 


t Colonel Polier give* the circumference of th< 
nulea, and Captain Archer m « about 5 mile. -the 
west epd a of-the palace." ’ ^ 


city as 10 miles ; Franklin as 7 
two. ends finish at the east and 
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Native authorities allow only seven years for the build¬ 
ing of the city, and the extent and nature of ihe work do not 
render their calculation untrustworthy. 

Bernier gives the following description of the city 
as he saw it in the year 1663:—“It is about 40 years 
ago that the Shah Jdhan, the father of the present Maghul 
Aurangzehe, conceived the design of immortalizing his 
name by the erection of a city near the site of the 
ancient Delhi. This new capital he called after his own 
name, Skalijahanabad, or, for brevity, Jahan&b&d ; that 
is to say, the colony of Shah Jahan. Here he resolved to 
fix his court, alleging, as the reason of its removal from Agra, 
that the excessive heat to which that city is exposed during 
summer rendered it unfit for the residence of a monarch. 
The materials for the new city were furnished, in great 
measure, by the neighbouring ruins ; and hence foreigners 
confounded both cities under the general appellation of Delhi, 
though, in India, the new capital is most frequently called by 
the name which it received from its founder. For the sake 
of convenience, however, I chose rather to Comply with the 
custom of Europe.” 

“ Delhi, then, is an entirely new city, situated in a 
fla* country on the banks of the Jumna, a river which may be 
compared to the Loire, and built on one bank only, in such a 
manner that it terminates in this place very much in the form 
of a crescent, having but one bridge of boats to cross to the 
country. Excepting the side where it is defended by the 
river, the city is encompassed by walls of brick. The 
fortifications however are very incomplete, as there are neither 
ditches nor any other kind of additional defence, if we except 
flanking towers of antique shape, at intervals of about one 
hundred paces, and a bank of earth forming a platform 
behind the walls, four or five French feet in thickness. 
Although these works encompass not only the citj r but the 
citadel, yet their extent is less than is generally 
supposed. I have accomplished the circuit with ease in the 
space of three hours, and notwithstanding I rode on horse¬ 
back, I do not think my progress exceeded a French league 
per hour. T this computation, I do not however, include the 
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suburbs, which are considerable, comprising a long chain of 
buildings on the side of Lahore, the extensive remains of the 
old city, and three or four smaller suburbs. By these addi¬ 
tions the extent of the city is so much increased, that a straight 
line may be traced in it of more than a French league and a 
half; and though I cannot undertake to define exactly the 
circumference, because these suburbs are interspersed with 
extensive gardens and open spaces, yet you must see that it 
is very great” 

In 1803, after the occupation of Delhi by the 
British troops under General Lake and the defence 
of that city against the Mahrattas by Colonel Ochterlony, 
the walls of the place were considerably improved and 
strengthened. The weak, old round towel's were en¬ 
larged and rendered capable of mounting nine guns each * 
as the curtains were a little too extensive, in 1811, small martello 
towers were erected to bring the foot of the walls under the fire 
of musketry ; a regular glacis was formed all round the 
land-faces of the walls, and a .litch was made under them. 
The tomb and college of GhAzf-uo, in, which were outside the city 
walls and in front of the Ajmer Gate, were taken in, and in 
the year 1811 the enclosure was completed and the whole of 
that block of buildings came within the city of Modern 


1 he original walls of the city were built, we are told, at a 
cost of a lac and a half of rupees, and were fortified with a parapet 
with loop.holes for musketry The old walls are said to have 
been finished m four months, but were very soon destroyed bv 
ram, and new masonry walls were subsequently built in seven 
years and at a cost of four lacs of rupees. The masonry walls 
were 6664 yards long4 yards wide and 9 yards bmh vdth 
twenty-seven towers about thirty feet in diameter, fhedtv 
has fourteen gates and fourteen wickets. * 6 • ^ 


«dW?K d I n °? ft* “orth-west -d the Qutb 

20 miles. Tu * h »n AWd ’ a ^utnferencl of 

very awful scene of tr »ct, Bishop Heber save : “A 

brickwork, freestone granite’ and'*mirbl™ 108 ’ aftep tomh& > fragments of 

naturally raky andWithout cuTwL aC * i '* x ? d . everywhere ov?r a soil 
and without a BiDgle tree.” * t cultivation except m one or two small spots. 
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Starting from the Kashmir Gate—on the north of the city, 
and rendered famous since by the assault and capture of Delhi 
by British troops in September 1857,—we go round the city of 
Delhi and pass the other gates in the following order : — 


II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 
VIIL 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 


Mori Gate, to north ; demolished in 1867, and the 
grounds behind the gate opened out. 

Kabul Gate to west ; the rest of the above remark applies 
to this gate. 

Lahore Gate, to west. 

Ajmer Gate, to south-west 
Turkman Gate, to south. 

Delhi Gate, to south. 

KhayrAthi Gate, to east 

Rhj Gh&t Gate, to east, on river face. 

Calcutta Gate, to north-east, now no longer in existence ■ 
built in 1852. 

Keld Ghat Gate, to north-east, on river face. 

Nigambodh Gate to north-east, on river face. 

Path&r Ghhti Gate, destroyed. 

Badar Rao Gate, to north-east. 


The Khirkfs, or wickets, which were constructed for the 
convenience of the residents of the different muhallahs, may be 
enumerated in the following order :— 

L Khirki Xinath-ul-masjid, under the mosque of that name, 

II. Khirki Nawab Ahmad Baksh Khan. 

III. Khirki NawAb Ghizi-uddin Khhn. 

IV. Khirki Nasirganj. 

V. Khirki Naii 

VI. Khirki Sh£hganj. 

VII. Khirki Ajmer Gate. 

VIII. Khirki Sayyad Bhola. 

IX. Khirki Baland BAgh. 

X. Khirki Farash Kh&nah. 

XL Khirki Amir Kh&n. 

XII. Khirki Khalil Khftn. 

XIII. Khirki Bah&dur ’All Khin. 

XIV. Khirki Nigambodh. 

The city of Shihjahindbad is built on two rooky eminences 
known as the Bhojla and the Jugla pahars, the former being 
nearly in the centre of the city, and the latter near its north¬ 
western walls ; the whole of the ground on which it 
stands slopes gently from the west to the east—from the 
rocky ridge to the bed of the Jumna. The canal of ’All Mar- 
din enters the city near the Kabul Gate, flows, with very little 
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variation in its course, through the city and the citadel, and 
then empties itself into the river. 

Under the walls of the citadel there were several gardens, 
although in Bernier’s time there was only “ one large garden, 
filled at all times with flowers and green shrubs, which, con¬ 
fronted with the stupendous red walls, produce a beautiful 
effect” The garden described by Bernier was in front of the 

oining it was the Cbauk 
Shahi or the Royal Square, built by S’a-ad-ullah Khan, the 
Prime Minister of Shah Jahka and of which Bernier has pre¬ 
served the following history in one of his letters from Delhi : 
“ Next to the garden is the great royal square, faced on one 
side by the gates of the fortress, and on the opposite side of 
which terminate the two most considerable streets of the 
city.* * The tents of such rajahs as are in the king’s pay, and 
whose weekly duty it is to mount guard, are pitched in this 
square. * * In this place also, at break of day, they 

exercise the royal horses, which are kept in a spacious stable 
not far distant ; and here the Kobat Khan, or grand muster 
master of the cavalry, examines carefully the horses of those 
who have been received in the service. * * Here too is 

held a bazaar or market for an endless variety of things ; 
which, like the Pont-Neuf at Paris, is the rendezvous for all 
sorts of mountebanks and jugglers. Hither, likewise, the 
astrologers resort, both Muhammadan and Pagan.” This 
sauare is no longer in existence, but, I believe, it extend¬ 
ed on either side—that is to the north and to the south—of 
the Lahore Gate of the citadel. 


Lahore Gate of the Fort, and ad) 


The two principal streets of the city, which terminated 
at the Royal Square, are thus described by Bernier: 
u They run in a straight line nearly as far as the eye can reach ; 
but the one leading to the Lahore Gate is much the longer.” 
The other extended from the Delhi Gate of the city to the 
Royal Square. “ In regard to houses,” writes Bernier, “ the 
two streets are exactly alike, * * there are arcades on both 
sides ; * * they are built of brick and the top serves tor a 
terrace and has no additional building * • they have not an 
uninterrupted opening from one to the other, but are generally 
separated by partitions, in the spaces between which are 
open shops, where during the day, artisans work, bankers sit 
tor the despatch of their business and merchants exhibit their' 
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wares. * * The houses of the merchants are built over these 
warehouses, at the back of the arcades ; they look hand¬ 
some enough from the street, and appear tolerably commodi¬ 
ous within ; they are airy, at a distance from the dust, and 
communicate with the terrace, on which the inhabitants sleep 
at night ; the houses, however are not continued the whole 
length of the streets. A few, and only a few, other parts of 
the city have good houses raised on terraces, the build¬ 
ings over the magazines being often too low to be seen 
from the street.” 

Another square which was called after S’a-kd-ullah Khan 
himself has also disappeared, but its site may be placed, on 
one side, between the Delhi Gate of the fort and the Soldiers' 
garden ; and, on the other side, between the Sonehri Masjid 
and the old burial ground, now marked by a Memorial Cross. 
The southern side of the square was entered by two streets : 
the Faiz Bazaar street extended due north from the Delhi Gate 
of the city to the Delhi Gate of the citadel, and the Khis Ba¬ 
zaar street, with a very short break in the middle, joined the 
Jam’a Masjid of Shah Jah£n with the Delhi Gate of his fort. 

Of the two streets described by Bernier, the longer 
extended from the Lahore Gate of the city to the Lahore Gate 
of the citadel, and the other from the Delhi Gate of the city 
to the Lahore Gate of the fort Both these streets were divid¬ 
ed into several sections, each of which was known by £ different 
name. The section between the Lahore Gate of the fort and the 
entrance of the street called the Dariba, known as the Khdnl 
Darwazah, was called the Urdi or the Military Bazaar ; 
owing, very probably, to the circumstance of a portion 
of the local garrison having been once quartered about the place. 
Between the Khuni Darwdzah and the present Kotwklf, or the 
Head Police Station of the city, the street has the name of 
Phjil k& Mandi or the flower market The houses in 
front of the Kotwalf were built, at a short distance 
from the line of the rest of the houses in the street, so 
as to form a square. Between the Kotwili and the gate 
known as the Tardiah, was the Jowhri or the Jewellers’ J3a- 
zaar; between the Tarkiah and the neighbourhood known as 
Asharfi ka Katra, was, parexceUence,tiie Chdndnf Cha.uk. There 
was a tank in the centre of the Chauk the site of which is now 
occupied by the Municipal Clock Tower, and beyond this to the 
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Fateh pun Masjid was the Fatehpurf Bazaar. The houses 
round Chandni Chauk were of the same height, and were orna¬ 
mented with arched doors and painted verandahs. To the north 
and south of the square there were two gate-ways, the 
former leading to the Sarai of Jahanara Begam, and the latter 
to one of the most thickly populated quarters of the city. 
Round the tank the ground was literally covered with vege¬ 
table, fruit and sweetmeat stalls. In the course of time the 
whole of this long street came to bo known as the Chandm 
Chauk. 


This grand street was laid out by Jahdndra Be^am, 
daughter of Shah Jahan, in the year 1600 A. D., and several 
years later she built a garden and a sarii on it From the 
Lahore Gate of the fort to the end of the Chdndnf Chauk the 
street was about 40 yards wide and 1520 yards long. Through 
the centre of this street ran the canal ot ’AlfMardan, shaded Sn 
both sides by trees. On the eastern end of Chdndm Chauk 
stands the Lahore Gate of the Fort, and on the opposite end 
the handsome mosque of Fatehpdri Begam. 

The isecond street of Bernier’s narrative extended from the 
Lahore Gate of the fort to the Delhi Gate of the city. Of 
this the least important portion lay between the Lahore Gate 
and the Chauk of S’a-dd-ullah Khan. The rest of this street 
will be described with the Chauk, which formed its northern 

extremity. 


Another street of some importance was that which con¬ 
nected the Lahore Gate of the fort with a group of buildings 
one of which was converted into the British Residency after 

ibm,? v. q Yr 55t D f 11 hy , General Lake. This Street was 

about half a mile long and 30 feet wide, and lor almost the 
ornamental* treea” shaded * « —ue of 


Of the Khits Bazaar nothing now remains After 
mutiny of 1857 the Chauk of S’a-dd-ullah Khan and tte Khls 

! r t ? Vere 1 ? cluded m the clearar,ce °f the fort 

Both these places were once packed with rinK unaa * 
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About two-thirds of the Faiz Bazaar still remains. 
Shops still stand on either side of this royal street ; 
the canal still flows through it, and the ruins of several well 
built and once well endowed mosques still attest the past magni¬ 
ficence of this favourite thoroughfare; but its glory has departed, 
and its neighbourhood is now the least popular part of Modern 
Delhi This street was laid out by Akbarabadi Begam, the wife 
of Sh&h Jah&n ; she also built here a mosque which was called 
after her. The Faiz Bazaar was about 1100 yards in length 
and 30 yards in breadth ; it was built about the 
same time as the Urdi Bazaar, immediately after 
the foundation of the city, and some years before 
that of the Chandnf Chauk by Jahanard Begam. 
The aqueduct which runs through this street is 4 feet 
wide and five feet deep, and was constructed by the order of 
Shah Jahdn. TheFaiz Bazaar was remarkable for shops which 
contained goods from Europe, “ the treasures of Yarak and 
Khorasan, and the good things from the Sea ports.” 

“ Of the numberless streets which cross each other,” 
writes Bernier, “ many have arcades; but having been 
built at different period by individuals who paid no regard 
to symmetry, very few are so well built, so wide, or so straight 
as those I have described.” 

The city consisted of 36 muhallahs, or quarters, the majority 
of wh.ich were named after the most renowned nobles of Delhi. 
“ Amid these streets,” writes Bernier, “ are dispersed the 
habitations of mansabddrs, officers of justice, rich merchants 
and others ; many of which have a tolerable appearance.” 
Bernier then gives a description of a model “ fine house ” 
in Delhi, and proceeds to say :—“ The dwellings of the 
Omrahs, though mostly situated on the banks of the river and 
the suburbs, are yet scattered in every direction. * * A 

good house has its court-yards, gardens, trees, basins of 
water, small jets d’eau in the hall or at the entrance, and 
handsome subterraneous apartments, which are furnished 
with large fans. * * A house to be greatly admired must 

be seated in the middle of a large flower garden, and should 
have four large divans, raised to the height of a man from the 
ground, and exposed to the four winds, so that the coolness 
may be felt from any quarter; indeed, no handsome dwelling 
is ever seen without terraces on which the family may sleep 
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daring the night. They always open into a large chamber 
into which the bedstead is easily moved in case of rain. * * 

The interior of a good house has the whole floor covered with 
a cotton mat. Five or six feet from the floor the sides of the 
room are full of niches, cut in a variety of shapes, tasteful 
and well proportioned, in which are seen porcelain vases 
and flower pots. The ceiling is gilt and painted, but without 
pictures of man or beast, such representations being forbidden 
by the religion of the country.” 

Of the palaces of the nobles, the best known were 
those of Qamr-uddin Khan, and ’All Mard&n, and in later 
times, those of Ghazi-uddin, Sa-ddath Khdn, and Safdar 
Jang. Colonel Polier lived in one of these palaces in 1793, 
during his short service under the King' of Delhi, and the 
description of his house is worth preserving as a Cariosity which 
may not be noticed again : “although in ruins, it bore .the traces 
of grandeur and taste and attested the opulence and 
magnificence of its founder ; it was surrounded by 
high walls and took considerable quantity of ground, 
having lofty arched entrances into the courtyard. To each of 
such palaces was attached an enclosure for horses and elephants, 
for visitors and their retainers. A Zandn Khanah (Seraglio/, 
distinct from the Dewan Khdnah, with private communications 
between them, were part3 of a nobleman’s residence, and each 
such residence was accommodated with a set of baths and 
under ground cells furnished with every sort of convenience.” 
The marble baths of a-ddath Khsin, with their glazed 
sky-light, and the under-ground rooms of Safdar Jane’s palace 
covered with inlaid inarbie, and ornamented with foliage’ 
in gold, were the admiration of the Indian world. 


, With all that was so grand and costly, there was associ¬ 
ated that form of undisguised poverty which results from 
despotism and an unequal division of power and wealth 
in a country. “Intermixed with these houses,” writes 
Bermer, “ is an immense number of small ones, composed 

llj. h a ", d ,,"w"’’ in , whicU lod ge the cummou 
horsemen and all that vast multitude of servants *nd settlers 

who follow the court and the army. It is owind to these 

thatched cottages that Delhi is subject to such frequent 
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conflagrations. * * It is because of these wretched 
day and straw houses that I always represent to myself 
Delhi as a collection of many villages, or as a military 
encampment with, a few more conveniences than are generally 
found in such places.” 


The Jama Masjid of Modern Delhi. — “The two prin¬ 
cipal buildings in the city,” according to General Cunning¬ 
ham, “are the Jam’a Masjid and the Zinat Masjid. The 
former was built by Shahjahan in A. D. 1648, and is one of 
the largest and finest mosques in India.” According to 
all native authorities, its foundation was laid on the 10th 
Shavval 1060 A. H. (1650 A. D.) It stands on a high 
rocky ground commonly known as the Bhojla Pahar, 
On the western extremity of the Khas Bazaar and at a 
distance of about a thousand yards from Lai Qil’ah. The 
masjid is built on a red sand-stone terrace, about 30 feet from 
the level of the ground and about 1400 square yards in extent; 
and was finished under the superintendence of S’a-kd- 
ullah Khan, the Prime Minister of Sliah Jahdn and Fazl 
Khan. Native authorities state, that six thousand men worked 
daily for six years in building this mosque, and that it cost 10 
lacs of rupees. The court-yard of the mosque is reached on three 
sides,—E. N. and S.—by three flights of steps, all built of red 
stone, well raised and very broad. The northern gate of the 
mosque is reached by a flight of 39 steps; in olden days 
these steps were occupied by stalls kept by cooks and bakers, 
by jugglers and attentive groups which listened to professional 
relaters of popular talcs. The southern gate is reached 
by a flight of 33 steps, which is still covered with 
ru"s on which cloth-merchants spread out their wares. 
OiTthis side of the mosque, was a Madrasah, and a large 
bazaar which was pulled down after the mutiny. 
The eastern gate of the mosque, still considered the 
royal entrance, is reached by a flight of 35 steps, which in 
tho evening is still converted into a bazaar for poultry and 
birds in general. 

On the west of the terrace stands the mosque, three sides of 
which are formed by open arched colonnades, having in the 
centre a lofty tower-like gateway, through which the mosque is 
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entered from the different parts of the city. The mosque 
is a perfect specimen of the Byzantine Arabic style ; it is 
about 261 feet long and 90 feet wide, and its roof 
is surmounted by three domes, ornamented 'with alter¬ 
nate stripes of black and white marble, and gilt pin¬ 
nacles. The domes are flanked by two lofty minarets 
longitudinally striped with white marble and red-stone, 
about 130 feet high, and containing 130 steps. The 
minarets are divided by three projecting galleries and are 
surmounted by open twelve-sided domed pavilions. On 
the back of the mosque, there are four small minarets crown¬ 
ed like those in front. Under the domes of the mosque, 
is the hall with seven arched entrances facing the west ; 
the walls of the mosque, up to the waist, are covered with 
marble. Beyond this is a hall about, twenty feet wide, 
with eleven arched entrances ; the centre arch is wide and 
lofty, and in the form of a massive gateway,- on either 
comer of which is a slim minaret, with the usual octagonal 
pavilion surmounting it. Over these arched entrances there 
are tablets of white marble, four feet long and two and 
a half feet wide, inlaid with inscriptions in black marble. 
These inscriptions give the history of the building of the 
mosque, and glorify the reign and the virtues of Shah Jaliin. 
The slab over the centre arch contains simply the words 
“ The Guide 1” 


The mosque stands on a plinth about five feet from the 
pavement of the terrace, and three flights of steps lead 
to the interior of the mosque from the east, north and south. 
The floor of the mosque is covered with white and black 
marble ornamented in imitation of the moshalla, or the carpet 
for prayers ; a thin black marble border marks off each 
carpet, 3 feet loDg and feet wide; there being in all 
899 such carpets in the floor of the mosque. 


“ The back of the mosque,” says Bernier, “ is cased over 
to the height of the rock with large hewn stones which hide 
inequalities and tend to give a noble appearance to the budd¬ 
ing. The mosque may be said to be built of red 
sand-stone, for marble is used for ornamenting the domes 
the floor and the arches of the mosque. > 

Near the Keblsfr is an arched niche, adorned with frieze 
work. Close to this is the pulpit, which consists of four 
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balustrated steps, the whole of which is supposed to have been 
cut out of one block of marble. 

The court of the mosque is enclosed, as already 
described, by open arched colonnades, about 20 feet 
wide and as many feet high. At the corners of the 
cloisters there are open pavilions with twelve sides, 
surmounted by marble domes with gilt pinnacles. The 
northern and the southern gateways are alike ; they are 
two storeyed half octagonal towers, having the base towards 
the ourt of the mosque while the remaining five sides 
face the city. These gates are about 50 feet high, 50 
feet wide and about 30 feet deep. In the centre of the 
tower is an arched door, on either side of which there 
are two arched openings, one in each storey. The roof of 
the gateway is protected by a parapet of small narrow 
open arches, surmounted by a row of small ornamental marble 
domes, and at each coiner of this parapet is a slim, tapering 
minaret of great beauty. The main entrance of the mosque, 
which is on the east of the court-yard, is a massive octagonal 
tower, 50 feet high, 60 feet wide and about 50 feet deep. 
The corners of the square are cut off to give the building 
the appearance of an octagon. In other respects this gateway 
is like the two already described. The doors of the three 
gateways are made of brass 

The court-yard is paved with large flags of sand-stone, 
and is 136 yards square. There is a marble tank in the centre, 
about 15 yards long and 12 vard3 wide, with fountains, once 
adorned, which have ceased to work. The tank is filled from a 
well across the road on the north west of the mosque ; in 1803, 
the well became dry, and was repaired by our government on 
the recommendation of the then British Resident, Mr. Archibald 
Seton. A small portion of the w or tern corner of the margin 
of the tank was marked off with a low marble railing by 
Muhammad Tahsin Khan, a eunuch, to secure from defilement 
the spot where the prophet had appeared to him in a dream in 
the year A H. 11 SO (17G6 A. D ). The following inscription 
records the auspicious event :— 

The Iwausarf tank] of Muhammad, the Messenger of God, in the 
year 1180. 

The Prophet was seen heie by the saints and the people 
of God ! 
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This stone should be a placo for worship ; 

The year of its building, H£thif declared with joy and con¬ 
gratulations : 

The enclosure of the seat of the Messenger of God. 

The builder of this place of prayer, the writer of these blessed 
[words], 

Muhammad Tasln Mahali B£dsk&hi, the year 1180. 

The mosque was once repaired in 1817, in the reign 
of Akbar II., and a second time in 1851 ; one of the 
beams of the mosque has been seriously injured, and is in 
want of repair. In the year 1833, the northern minaret of 
the mosque was damaged by lightning, and was repaired by 
the Executive Engineer of Delhi, under the orders of the 
British .Resident. 

In the year 1829, Mirza Salim, son of Akbar II., 
put up a sand-stone pulpit under the central entrance of 
the mosque, the congregation being at times too large to 
take part in the prayers offered by the Imam inside the 
mosque. 

In the north-eastern corner of the court of the mosque 
is a plain sphere cut upon marble, giving a map of the worl d 
according to the common projection of the sphere. In the 
north-eastern corner of the colonnade, in a well cared for but 
dingy room, the relics of Muhammad are piously preserved. 
These relics were formerly kept in the rooms "on the north¬ 
western corner of the court-yard, on the left of the mosque, and 
the place was enclosed with a red-stone screen, in the 
reign of Aurangzebe, by Ahnia ’Ali Khdn, a nobleman 
and a eunuch attached to the imperial household, who also 
put up the following inscription on the screen :— 

In front of this auspicious memorial of the last prophet, 

In the reign of Sh&h ’Alamgir, King of the whole world, 

With pious intentions this screen of red-stone T waa built, 

By the slave, the faithful, the clean hearted Almlis 
When the year and date of this building the Mir inquired of 
Thought and Intelligence, 

H£thif replied: He has opened for himself the gates of 
paradise. ° 

In the south-western comer of the court-yard, is a 
marble sun-dial, corresponding to the plain-sphere on the 
opposite ade. 
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The following inscriptions are placed over the outer face 
of the eleven arched entrances of the mosque : 

First Tablet, on the extreme northern arch : 

*• By the order of the Emperor of the world ; king of the earth and the age ; 
conqueror, master of the world ; conqueror of the countries of the world • a Lord 
powerful as the sky ; founder of the laws relating to equity and punishment • 
fctrengthener of the pillars of state and of wealth ; the all-knowing, great genius ; 
his command is like the decree of fate ; his power is like the decree of God • 
[his] intellect is auspicious ; [his] appearance is agreeable ; [hisl foitune is 
auspicious ; [his] star is exalted ; [his] grandeur is like the tirmament ; [his] soldiers 
are as [numerous as] the stars ; [his] glory is like the sun ; his dwelling is like the 
sky." 

Second Tablet : —“The manifestation of the Almighty’s power; the object 
[on which] has descended the blessings of the Infinite ; the proclaimer of the command 
of the Almighty ; the promulgator of the faith of HAnifa, the illuminator, the protector 
of kings and princes ; God’s deputy on earth ; king, just and great ; Lord, great and 
beneficent : Abul Muzaffar, ShahAb-uddln Muhammad SAhib Qir4n-i-SAni, ShAh 
Jahaa, BAdshAh, GhAzl, may his flag of conquest never decline. May his enemy 
be destroyed. The light of his eyes [which can] discern the just is lighted up with 
the light of his [Muhammad] command : He who has built mosques to God.” 

Thi d Tablet : —“ Has [put his] faith in God and the last day [Resurrection]. The 
mirror of his truth—loving heart has received light from the flame of the lamp of this 
command: those countries are best loved by the Almighty in which there are 
mosques. This mosque with its foundations as firm as [a] mountain [aud as] lofty 
as the firmament, is strengthened by this formula : verily, the foundations of a 
mosque are laid in piety. [The same is also] witnessed by [the command] that the 
high mountains were fixed on this earth to make it firm. Its domes and pinnacles 
are high, [and] have risen higher than the folds of the firmament ; the cornice over 
its sky-like niches has reached [the planet] Satiirn.” 

Fourth tablet “ Do you want to know what the niche or the pinnacle, and the 
mukdurah [of this masjid] are like ? you can ouly say [in reply] that they are like the 
milky way aud the firmament. The pinnacle would have had no equal had not the sky 
been its pair ; the niche [itself] would have been ouly one [of its kind], had not there 
been the milky way to equal it. In its sky-light is seen the whole world ; it gives light 
to the lam[>* of the firmament ; the brilliancy of the pinnacle of its world-famous dome 
increases the light of the lamps of Paradise. Tts marble pulpit is like the stone of the 
inasjid of Aqsa.” 

Fifth Tablet.— “It is like a wick of the QAba-Qausaine-Au-adna ; the glory spread¬ 
ing ruehrab is like the wide foreheaded morning, the bringer of good news. Verily, 
a command has come to him from God. Its doors, which are full of mercy, 
call aloud. And God iuvites you to the abode of peace, and this command is carried 
to all. Its miliar, which is the orbit of the heavens, calls aloud : God will 
compensate the Good with goodness : the nine folds of the blue-coloured dome of 
heaven have been pierced by this souniL, The terrace [of the mosque] which is clean 
and elevated, the spirits of the celestial sphere [consider it] their pleasure-ground." 

Sixth 7'ablct. —Contains the words “ The Guide !” in TogrA, engraved on 
each of the two engraved marble bosses in the spandrels. 

Seventh Tablet. —“ Its wide and heart-opening court-yard is the place of worship 
of the pure-born of this dust hill [the earth] ; the breeze of this glorious court 
and its spirit, inspiring sweet odour, speaks within the garden of paradise. The 
sweetness of the pure water of its heart-winning pure tank, reminds one of the 
Sal Sabil [spring of Paradise]. On Friday, the 10th of Sbavval, in the year 1060 
Hijri, corresponding to the 4th year of the third-twelfth year of the auspicious reigu 
and the propitious hour.” 
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Eighth Tablet.— And under a prosperous star, (this mosque) obtained the wealth 
of completion and the robe of firmness. Within six years, with the efficient exer¬ 
tion of workmen, who have knowledge of work, aud who have experience in work ; 
with the great application and devotion of the respectable men who have the order¬ 
ing of work, and the hearty co-operation of the Masters of learning and wisdom j 
and with the great exertion of the artizans who are skilled and apt-handed ; and at 
a cost of ton lacs of rupees, [this mosque] obtained the feature, aud the form of 
completion. Soon after its completion, on the I’d Fitr. 

The Ninth Tablet .—By the auspicious steps of the Pure King, theShadow of God, 

f ood inteutioned (because of) the knowledge ol God, [it] received splendour and glory ; 
after lie had] said the prayers appointed for the I’d. and discharged the religious 
exercises of Islam, as is done in the masjid of K&bah, aud (after the celebration of) 
J\l uzlut, it became a place for the meeting of crowds of ]>eople, and the founda¬ 
tions of Islam and faith were blessed with firmness and streugth. The travellers 
who have beeu round the world and those who have travelled through woods and 
over mountains, such a tine building, so large aud well built, in the mitror of their 
sight. 

Tenth Tablet .—And in the mirror of their intellect [they] never saw, nor [was itl 
figured before, nor did the relaters of the events of the age, the anxious stuueuta of 
prose and poetry, the writers of the wonderful things done by the masters of countries 
and wealth ; (writers) who have knowledge of the arts ; men of wealth and ability [see 
such a building] a lofty building eo grand and noble, never was brought ou the 
tongue of their pen or on the pen of tbeir tongue. The builder of the mansion of life, 
aud the builder of high and low places, (may exalt] this exalted building which 
is like the pupil of the eye of intellect and the bestower of paradise on the things of 
this world. 

Eleventh Tablet .—May perpetuate the sound of the Tasbfh, (and the voi^ofl the 
repeaters of the Tasbfh, may add to the glory of the speakers in the assembly of 
the angels and the voice of the readers of the TahHl increase joy, in the assembly 
of the recluse of Jabruth. The heads of the pulpits of the world, may preserve with 
the khatbah of the form of eternal prosperity thiskiug; the doerof justice, the cherislier 
of faith, [and the] virtues of his pure aud auspicious form, [by whom] the door of 
plenty aud peace has been opened for the world. For tho sake of God and that 
of his good men : copied by Nur Allah. 

To the north of the Jamd Masjid was the Imperial 
Dispensary, and to the south was the Imperial College ; both 
these buildings fell into ruin long before the rebellion of 1857, 
and were levelled with the ground soon after that event. 
They were built, with the mosque in 1060 A. H. (1650 A. 
D.) 

To the north-east of the Masjid is the grave of Sarmad 
and at its foot that of Hare Bhare Shah Shhib his disciple, 
Sarmad was a Jew, and was converted to Muhammadanism 
during his residence in Delhi. He was an admirer and ally of 
Dara Sheko, and wrote amatory odes to the Prince ; his 
impromptus are very popular in Delhi Having given offence 
to Aurangzebe by his open advocacy of the cause of Dara Sheko, 
he was beheaded for heresy by the order of the Emperor, in 
the year 1070 A. H. ; and" from that day,” says a native histo¬ 
rian, “ the house of Timir declined both in glory and power.” 

After the execution of Dara Sheko, and the restoration 
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of peace, Aurangzebe sent for Sarmad and asked him if it were 
true that he had promised the kingdom of Delhi to Dara : 
“Yes,” said Sarmad, “ I promised him the eternal kingdom.” 
On hearing of his death, Bernier wrote as follows : “ I was 
for a long time disgusted with a celebrated Fakir, named 
Sarmad, who walked in the streets of Delhi as naked as he came 
to the world. He despised equally the threats and persuasions 
of Aurangzebe, and underwent at length the punishment of 
decapitation for his obstinate refusal to put on his wearing 
apparel.” Sarmad was considered “ well inspired” and a man 
of sanctity ; to this day offerings are made at his grave by 
the people of Delhi. 


TheBegam’s Bagh.or The Queen’s Gardens. —The garden 
of Jah&n&ra Begam stands on the Chindni Chauk, and was 
laid out in the year 1060 A. H., (1650 A. D.) by the favourite 
daughter of Shah Jah&n ; it is now called the Queen’s gardens. 
The size and the shape of the garden has not been much al¬ 
tered, but of its heavy enclosure walls very little now remains, 
and of the open octagonal pavilions, which once manned them, 
only four have survived the changes which this garden has 
experienced since 1857. Of these pavilions two may be seen on 
the northern wall of the garden ; one overlooks the quarter ot the 
city known as N'llka Katra, and the fourth faces the menagerie. 
The pavilions are about 20 feet high and stand on a platform 
about 15 feet from the ground. The Delhi canal runs right 
through the garden, and at a short distance from it stood small 
pleasure houses, the site of one of which is now marked by the 
menagerie ; what now remains of this building is a four arched 
room, 50 feet long, 20 feet wide and 19 feet high. In a parterre 
of the garden the local authorities have put up a small marble 
tank, cut out of one piece of marble, and which was removed to 
its present place from one of the mahals in the Fort. This tank 
stands on four square marble pillars, and is 10 feet long, feet 
broad, 3 feet high and 2^ feet deep. According to native his¬ 
torians, the length of the garden was 970 yards, and its aver¬ 
age breadth 240 yards. 

The site of the Delhi Institute, and the grounds 
immediately around it, belonged to the Sarai of Jahdnara 
Begam, which waslevelled with the ground soon after the rebel¬ 
lion of 1857. The Sarai had two entrances, one on the south fa- 
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cing the Chdndni Chauk, and the other on the north which 
was its garden-gate. In the court of the Sarai there 
were two large wells and a mosque ; the walls of the court-yard 
contained two-storeyed rooms, two-deep, and here travel¬ 
lers were accommodated and itinerant merchants warehoused 
their merchandise. Bernier gives the following account of the 
Sarai: “ The caravansary is a large square with arcades like 

our Place Royale, except that the arches are separated from each 
other by partitions, and have smaller chambers at their 
inner extremities. Above the arcades runs a gallery all round 
the building, into which open the same number of chambers as 
there are below. This place is the rendezvous of the rich 
Persian Usbec and other foreign merchants, who in general 
may be accommodated with empty chambers, in which they re¬ 
main with perfect security, the gates of the caravansary being 
closed at night ” 


Fatehpuri Mayid.—In the year 1060 A. H. (1050 A. 
D.l Fatehpuri Begam, one of the wives of the Emperor .Shah. 
Janan, built a mosque at the western extremity of the Chandni 
Chauk, which still bears her . me. It is about the only- 
single domed mosque in Modern Delhi and is a fine building; 
its lofty, flanking minarets and huge single dome have an 
imposing effect from a distance. It was a place ef great 
repute at oue time, and as things go, it has not lost its popu¬ 
larity as a place of worship. Three heavy tower-like gate¬ 
ways, with arched entrances and embattled parapets flanked 
by slim masonry minars, lead into a high walled enclosure, 
about 80 yards square. The gates which face the north, 
and east are not more than 30 feet high, and about 27 feet 
square. The gateway on the south is 27 feet square and 
°?V f eet “ ee P* Th 0 entrance through this gateway is 
about 8 feet wide and 11 feet high. The western side of the 
enclosure, the inner walls of which consist of shops con¬ 
taining double rooms, is occupied by the mosque. The 
nearest object, as you enter the enclosure, is the tank in front 
of the mosque ; it is about 16 yards long and 14 yards broad ; 
between the tank and the mosque is a sandstone paved and 
walled court-yard, wluch is 130 feet long and 90 feet broad 

s“ tLTwafc b7 * W0 W d00 ™ a >' s “ “°rthern and 
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In the centre of the mosque, which stands on a plinth 3^ 
feet high and is an oblong of 120 feet by 40, is its main 
entrance, a lofty arch recessed about 16 feet into the front 
wall of the building, having in the smaller or its inner wall 
a door. Over the outer main arch the roof is crown¬ 
ed with an embattled parapet. On either side of this urch 
is a pilaster supporting a miner, which rises only a few 
feet above the parapet, and is surmounted by 4 pillared 
open sand-stone pavilions; between these flanking pilas¬ 
ters and the arch, there are marble and red sand-stone 
rectilineal bands which enclose the arch. Behind the 
parapet is the solitary but graceful dome, now covered with 
very fine masonry plaster, striped with black and white, and 
with a pinnacle also made of masonry. On either side of 
the centre arch, but about twelve feet lower, are the two wings 
of the mosque, each consisting of three scolloped arches, about 
30 feet high and 10 feet broad ; the roof over these arches 
is also protected by embattled parapets, and the mosque is 
flanked by lofty minars, about 80 feet high, supporting solid 
block masonry octagonal pavilions in the place of the open 
sand-stone pavilions which originally belonged to them. The 
roof of the mosque has battlemented parapets on its three fa- 
fades ; on the back of the mosque there are four minarets of red 
stone, which do not stand over 10 feet from the roof and are 
surmounted by ornaments resembling flower pots. Under the 
parapets there is a deep stone weathering, which, however, 
does not stretch in front of the centre entrance 
of the mosque. There are three steps in front of the 
main doorway, and three each in front of the centre 
arches of its two wings. The capital and base of 
every pillar is ornamented in the simplest style of foliage. 

The dome of the mosque is bulbous in shape, and 
stands on a stone and masonry cylinder about four feet 
Wh • it is built of sand-stone and is covered with lime 
plaster, and is painted iu longitudinal stripes of black and 

white. 

Tlie inside of the mosque has recently undergone some 
alterations. Behind the main entrance and under the dome, 
is the room which contains the centre Mehr&b of the 
Keblah, and a marble pulpit of 4 steps stands on its 
left. This is the only piece of marble in the mosque. Un 
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either side of the centre room, there used to be one row of red 
Btone pillars dividing the wings of the mosque into two com¬ 
partments. About eight years ago the roofs over the wings of 
the mosque were considered unsafe, and two rows of white 
sand-stone pillars were added to the building to strengthen 
them. The front pillars of the rnosaue, as already described, 
are of red sand-stone, and between these and the stone pillars 
of the original work, there are slim but graceful double pillars 
of whitish sand-stone, and between the second row of the red 
sand-stone pillars and the back wall of the mosque, there is 
another row of double white sand-stone pillars which belong 
to the additions recently made to the mosque. In the 
centre of the back wall of every side room there is a recessed 
arch. The centre room of the mosque is about 40 feet 
square, and its colonnaded side rooms are but very little 
larger. In the northern and southern walls of the mosque, 
there are doors which I am told were opened out about 40 
years ago. The communication between the side rooms is 
through an arch about 16 feet high and 10 feet wide. 

The following inscription on the face of the mosque gives 
the date of the repair :— 

44 When this rooeque, an exalted [place of] Rrace, 

Was [first] seen by the sky, it Jthe aky] bent its back in Yeneistion, 

Of the date of its repair Pure Thought saH : 

This lofty [and] clean mosque, [has been] repaired, 1288 Hijri, 

By H&ji Mohammed Taq(, under the superintendence of the well wishers, 
H&ji Qutb-ud-dln and Gbol&m Muhammad-” 


Masjid Sarhaadi.—In front of the Lahore gate of the 
city of Modern Delhi, in the year 1060 A. H. (1650 A. D.) 
Sarhandi Begam, one of the wives of the Emperor Shdh Jahan, 
built this mosque. The mosque consists of three rooms 
which are entered through three scolloped and pointed 
arches. It is about 46 feet long, 17£ feet wide and 22 
feet high, from the floor in front to the parapet of the 
middle arch; the arches are 19 feet high; the roof is 
protected by a false embattled parapet, and is surmounted 
by three domes with pinnacles of red sand stone. The 
centre dome is 20 feet, high, and the side ones are 15 feet 
high. The mosque is built of stone and mortar; the inner walls 
are covered with red sandstone. The terrace on which the 
mosque stands is faced with bricks and is paved with plaster. 
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Bagh Roshanara —Or the garden of Roshanard Begam, 
the favorite sister of Aurangzebe. and the most determined 
»nemy of her brother Dara Sheko. “ Less beautiful,” says 
Bernier, ** and less remarkable for understanding than 
her sister Jahanara but, adds Sir Edward Sullivan, on 
what authority I do not imow, “ was yet cheerful, grace¬ 
ful and ambitious and was not far behind her sister in the 
pursuit of doubtful pleasure.” Roshanard, laid out this garden 
in the year 1060 A. II. (1650 A. D.,) when her father, Shah 
Jahdn, built Modern Delhi, and made grants of land to her 
courtiers and relatives. In the thirteenth year of the reign 
of Aurangzebe, Roshanara died in Delhi and was buried in her 

O 7 

garden. 

The garden has recently been much altered and improved 
by Colonel Cracroft, Commissioner of the Delhi Division ; the 
old ruined buildings have been removed, but a portion of the 
masonry canal and the eastern gateway of the garden have been 
carefully preserved. The garden no longer maintains any of 
its peculiar oriental features, but the mausoleum of Roshanara 
is still in existence and in good order. 

The tomb, which has a flat roof, stands on a masonry ter¬ 
race about 159 feet square, and about 3 feet high ; in the 
centre of each of its four walls there are four steps leading to 
the top of the terrace which is protected by a 2 feet high ma- 
nnw wall. The tomb stands at a distance of 45 feet from 
this wall, and is 69 feet square; it is about 21 feet high, 
inclusive of the four feet high parapet of its roof. The tomb 
consists of four two-storeyed corner rooms, and a centre room 
which is connected with them by a verandah. The corner 
rooms have an entrance on each of its four sides, and 
in the upper storey, which is reached by steps in the wall, 
there are corresponding openings. 

Between the corner rooms, there are four heavy stone pillars, 
supporting scolloped arches, which were covered at one time 
with fine painted plaster ; the base, the capital and about a 
third of the lower shaft of every pillar are ornamented with en¬ 
graved foliage. At a distance of about 6 feet from the first row 
of pillars there are four rows of similar pillars. On each 
of the four corners of the roof, there is a four-pillared domed 
pavilion of masonry, about 5 or 6 feet square, having a stone 
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pinnficle and a heavy stone weathering under the dome. 
Jn the middle of the building there is a square 
room, which contains the grave of Roshanara—the 
entrance of this room is on the south and the head 
of the grave is to the north. The rest of the walls 
are formed by screens of atone lattice work, covered with 
plaster ; this covering is very modern and its object not quite 
evident. 

The room containing the grave is 10 feet square ; the 
floor is paved with marble ; round the inner walls there is a 
deep stone weathering, but as there is no roof to the room 
the grave is exposed to the light of the day and the inclemen¬ 
cy of the weather. On the four corners of the roof of this open 
chamber there are four holes which were intended to receive 
the four posts of the awning that used to be put over the grave. 
The monument over the grave is in the shape of a casket, but 
the top is filled with earth, much in the style of the tomb 
over the grave of Jahanari. The monument is 6 feet 5 inches 
long and 2^ feet wide, and at its head' a dwarf marble pillar 
is put up for lighting the grave. 

Of the different water cuts and fountains that once 
adorned the garden there now remains a long tank 
between the eastern gateway of the garden and the 
mausoleum ; it is 277 feet long and 124 feet broad. 


Zinath-nl-M&saj id. — So far as it lay in his power, 
Aurangzebe rigidly enforced the observance of celebacy on his 
sisters and daughters, and one of the victims of 
this wretched policy was Zfnath-ul-nisk Begam, the 
daughter of Aurangzebe. In 1122 A. H. (1700 A. D.) 
she built this mosque, which partly bears her name 

pext.totlie Jama Masjid, is the most important 
building of its kind in Shahjah&nabad or Modern Delhi The 
mosque stands on the western bank of the Jamna, on an 
eminence, which renders it so conspicuous to a spectator 
on the opposite bank of the river. About 30 yards from 
the city wall there is a terrace which rises about 14 feet from 
the level of the ground, towards the river ; but, in land, the 
terrace is on a level with the city road. In the river face of 
the terrace there are thirteen rooms, and on the extreme north 
and south of these rooms there are two arched entrances with 17 
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steps in each, leading up to the court of the masjid. This court 
is 195 feet long and 110 feet broad, with a tank, an oblong of 
43 feet by 33, in the centre. The terrace is protected on the 
N. and S. by embattled parapets 2 feet high. The margin 
of the tank ie covered with marble ; is inner walls were 
originally faced with stone, and now repaired with masonry. 

The mosque is about 150 feet long and 60 feet broad, and 
stands on a plinth about 4 feet from the level of the courtyard. 
It has seven scolloped arched entrances in which are set 
seven arched doorways facing the east; over each doorway, 
excepting the one in the centre, there is a slab of white 
marble, probably intended for inscriptions. Three huge 
bulbous domes, longitudinally striped with bands of black 
and white marble, surmount the roof of the mosque ; they stand 
on large white marble cylinders and are topped with copper gilt 
pinnacles. The centre dome is 37 feet high, allowing 
7 feet to the pinnacle, 18 feet to the bulbous body, and 12 feet 
to the marble ueck ; the side domes are 30 feet 
from the roof, the neck being about 8 feet high, the body 
about 16 feet, and the pinnacle about another 6 feet lbe 
domes are hollow inside. The front of the mosque is flanked 
by two red sand-stone minarets, each about a hundred feet 
high, supporting an octagonal pavilion of white marble. Ui 
the back of the mosque, there are four open pavilions with 

marble domes. 


The inside of the mosque has been much altered by par¬ 
titions which converted it into a private residence. The rooms 
are two deep ; the front rooms with flat roofs are narrow, 
the back rooms have arched roofs , the support ho 
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The six side arches are open and are about 24 feet high 
and about 10 feet broad ; these arches are also scolloped and are 
supported by plain red-stone pillars. The roof above the side 
arches is also embattled, and is about as high as the apex of the 
outer centre arch, that is, about 33 feet from the floor of the 
courtyard. Each of the arches is about 21 feet high and 13 
feet wide, the [supporting pillars being about three feet wide. 

The marble pulpit must have been removed after the re¬ 
bellion of 1857 and the occupation of the mosque as an artillery 
barrack. 

During her life-time, Zinath-ul-nisa Begam built her 
tomb within the enclosure of the mosque, and she was buried 
in it in the year 1122 A. H. (1700 A. D.) This tomb was 
destroyed immediately after the mutiny of 1857, the marble 
monument was removed and the grave levelled with the 
ground. The tomb stood on the north of the mosque ; it 
was built of sand-stone, the room within was paved with 
marble and the grave was enclosed by a dwarf marble 
railing ; at the • head of the grave was engraved the 
following inscription,' which follows a verse from the 
Quran, on a slab of marble : 

For a friend in my grave, God’s forgiveness is alone sufficient; 

The canopy of my grave, is the shadow of the cloud of God’s mercy. 

In the hope of a righteous end, Fithmah Zinath-ul-nLs& Begam* 
daughter of Badsh&h Mohl-uddin M&hammad Alamgfr Ghaz(, 

May God illuminate his works : 1122 Hijri ! 


The Mausoleum and Madrasah of Ghazi-uddin 
Khan. —Ghazi-uddin Khun, the son of Nizkm-ul Mulk r the 
founder of the " Nizam dynasty ” of Haidrabad, was one of the 
leading Amirs of the court ot Aurangzeb and of his son and 
successor, Shkh ’A lam Bahadur Shdh. He built this mausoleum 
during his life-time, and when his death occurred at Ahmeda- 
bad in 1122 A. H. (1710 A. 33.), his body was brought to 
Delhi and interred here. The tomb was outside the walls of 
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Modern Delhi, but in 1803, when the British Goveiament re¬ 
paired the walls of that city, the mausoleum and madrasah of 
Ghdzf-uddin Khan were included in it. 

The court of the tomb and its associated college is entered 
through a lofty and handsome arched gateway in its eastern 
wall ; on either side of this gateway there is a small door which 
turns into the main entrance. There are arched rooms in the 
outer wall of the gateway, which are supposed to have been 
used as kitchens by the students of the college. The quad¬ 
rangle of the tomb is about 300 feet square, and is thus form¬ 
ed : on the west is a mosque, on either side of which is a small 
piece of ground, an oblong of 60 feet by 40 feet; the ground, 
on its north, is enclosed by walls of sand-stone screen and here 
is the tomb of Ghdzf-uddin Khan ; that on its south is still unoc¬ 
cupied. On the north there are, first, a row of three arched 
double-rooms of red sandstone, then follows a row of five 
arched double-rooms standing a little lower than the first room, 
and next to these there is a row of four two-storeyed double¬ 
rooms of masonry, which adjoins a large gateway now closed ; to 
the left of the gateway the rooms are like those already describ¬ 
ed. The southern wall is in every respect similar to that on the 
north. On the north-eastern corner of the eastern wall there 
are ten masonry arched double-storeyed rooms, adjoining which 
is the main entrance. On the south of this gateway 
the buildings are like those on its north. Within this 
quadangle there were some very fine ornamental trees, 
but of these very few now remain. The Madrasah was closed 
in 1793 for want of funds, and, after the rebellion of 1857, the 
rooms of the quadrangle have been occupied by the local Po¬ 
lice. 


The tomb of Ghazf-uddfn Khdn is in a small enclosure 
on the south of the inosque ; the walls are of “ brown and fawn- 
coloured stone lattice,” about ten feet high ; the northern wall 
is formed by a side of the mosque and the southern by a row of 
arched rooms, corresponding to those on the opposite side of 
the quadrangle. In the centre of this small court there is a 
smaller court, 10 feet by 16 feet, formed by marble walls 9 
feet high. The sand-stone walls of the outer enclosure have 
two doors and two stone slab panels, ornamented with embos. 
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sed flowers in bold relief, which are carved to look like 
closed doors ; on the top of these walls there are 
ornamental pierced balustrades about 2 feet high. Inclusive 
of the doors in each of the two walls there are ten com¬ 
partments of pierced stone work ; each of these com¬ 
partments is flanked by small but very graceful mina¬ 
rets which rise about feet above the balustrades. The floor 
ot the outer and the inner enclosures are of marble. The inner 
enclosure of the tomb stands on a plinth, about 2^ feet high, 
the sides of which are beautifully ornamented, and the walls 
are about 6 feet from the plinth ; the balustrades are of pierced 
marble work about 1 foot high ; the main entrance is on the 
south with flanking small minarets, which also may be seen 
on the four corners. The doors of the outer screens and 
those of the inner enclosure rise about 18 inches above the 
level of the walls. One of the false doors in the western 
screen has been removed by violence. 

There are three graves in the inner enclosure, of which 
the centre grave is that of Ghdzi-uddi'n Khan. 

To the west of the tomb, and on the back of the mosque, 
but a few yards removed from it, there are two graves in a 
sexagonal shallow well; this place was once covered by a pavi¬ 
lion of which the pillars and dome have disappeared, but 
traces of the former are still visible. The monuments over 
the graves are of marble, and ornamented with engrav¬ 
ings of verses from the Quran. These monuments stand on a 
plinth about feet high, and are most elaborately ornamented 
with inlaid patterns in various coloured stones. The floor of 

the well is paved with black and white marble and red sand¬ 
stone. 

The mosque stands about 2£ feet above its terrace, 

, is built of red sand-stone, with spandrels of 
marble and bands and narrow ornamental panels of the same 
material with seven arched entrances. The mosque has in the 
centre arch^an arched door as the centre entrance of the 
mosque. The centre arch, which is deeply recessed on the face 
of the mosque, is about 40 feet high, flanked by two minarets 
which rise about 12 feet above the gateway and support two 
octagonal pavilions. The side arches are about half as high as 
the centre arch and the roof of the mosque, which is flanked by 
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minarets like those on the sides of the centre arch, is pro¬ 
tected by embattled parapets ; the top of the gateway is or¬ 
namented by a similar parapet. On the front of the mosque 
the terrace is about 6 feet high and is an oblong of 88 feet by 
44 feet. A flight of about eight steps leads to the top of the 
terrace. There are three rooms in the mosque, supporting its 
three domes. The floor of the mosque, under the centre 
dome, is paved with oblong slabs of freestone and with bands of 
black marble ; the court in front of the mosque is paved with 
sandstone. The pavilions on the minarets in front have corres¬ 
ponding pavilions on the back wall of the mosque. The centre 
dome stands over the centre room of the mosque, and the 
side domes stand over its side rooms. The domes are built of 
masonry and stand on low necks of the same material. 

The tank in front of the mosque, which is very wide 
and deep, is now dry. 


Sonehri Masjid, or the Golden Mosque of Roshan- 

uddoulah.—“ Some buildings,” remarks General Cunningham, 
in a Memoi'andum of Instructions furnished by him to the 
Government of India, “maybe remarkable only for their his¬ 
torical interest, but they are worth preserving on that account 
alone, although they may be otherwise insignificant. Such, 
for instance, is the small mosque of Roslian : udoulah in the 
Chdndni Chauk at Delhi, where Nadir Shah sat for several 
hours while plunder and massacre was going on all around 
him.” 

This mosque is an oblong of 4 8 feet by 19 ; it stands 
on a masonry platform about 11 feet from the level of the 
road which it overlooks ; the top of its unpretending 
gateway is on a level with the court of the mosque, 
while the entrance itself is barely 7 feet high. Eight narrow 
steps lead up to the court of the mosque which is paved 
with sand-stone, and is about 50 feet long and 22 
feet wide. The mosque is built throughout of masonry 
and stone, but the pilasters which support the minarets 
are of red sand-stone. There are three arched entrances to 
the mosque leading into its three rooms ; the centre 
arch is ten feet high and those on its sides are about a foot 
smaller. The centre arch is flanked by red-stone minarets, sur- 
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mounted by block octagonal masonry pavilions with gilt 
domes and pinnacles, and are about 20 feet high -*-“ e 
off-flanking minarets of the mosque are about 35 feet high, 
and are surmounted by four-pillared open masonry pavilions 
with gilt domes and pinnacles. On the back of the mosque there 
are four corresponding minarets. The three rooms of the 
mosque are covered by three large gilt domes, the centre 
dome being larger than those on its sides. The middle 
dome ir about 18 feet and the side domes ape about 15 feet 
from the roof of the mosque, and about 45 and 42 feet 
respectively from the court of the mosque.* 

The following account of the massacre of Delhi is summa¬ 
rised from the history of Nadir Sh&h by Abdul Karim : 

“ The army of the Moghal kiog was so curiously attired, and the 
men were of such uncouth appearance that they drew the derision of 
the people of Delhi. On the third night after the occupation of Delhi 
by NAdir Sh4h, a report was spread in the city that the Emperor 
Muhammad Sh&h had assassinated NAdir ShAh ia the citadel. The 
Qazlbash, or the soldiers of NAdir ShAh, were attacked by the citizens 
of Delhi, and it is said that 3000 of these soldiers were killed. At 
midnight a report of what had occurred was sent to NAdir ShAh. NAdir 
ShAh disbelieved the report till it was impossible to do so, when he 
sent an orderly to enquire into the matter. Those who heard the news 
had no news to give. The orderlies were murdered, and NAdir Shah 
ordered 2000 JazArchia to occupy the gates of the fort, and fire into the 
crowd. For a time the disturbance in the city abated ; but by day¬ 
light it rose again. NAdir ShAh then rode out of the fort to the 
mosque of Roehan-uddoulah. Fired at the sight he saw there, he. 
ordered his JazArchis and three thousand men besides, at 7 in the 
mprning, to draw their swords and to spare no man dressed as a Hind ; 
any man so attired was to have the garment of life stript from his 
body; and murder and plunder, killing and robbing, and all that is 
necessary to complete hard-heartedness and violence should be exceed¬ 
ed and no man should forbear.” 


* On the face of the moLqoe is the following inscription :— 

In the reign of the King of the Seven climes. 

Dignified like Solomon^ MnhAiriTnft d Shih. Lord. 

For Shih Bhik, the Pole? Star of the Age. 

Thij M&ajid [was erected, and] it is unfiralled in the world for its splendour. 
O God I it is not [that the masjid is dedicated to.] but for his good acts. 

It is named after, Boshan-uddoulah, Zafar Kh&n, 

Its date, calc u lated from the Hij&h [of Muhammad] 

Is one thousand, one hundred thirty and four. 
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From 7 in the morning to 4 in the evening Delhi was 
given up to massacre : “ the bad people of the city 

abandoned it and the good suffered.” The city kotwal reported 
the death of thousands and the scene of the massacre 
extended to the following localities : from the Lahore 
Gate of the city to the old Tdgah, near Jah&numi ; to the 
north as far as the Parf Mosque, and to the 
south, beyond the Delhi Gate of the city ; “ round 
the Jama Masjid” and “ towards Pahar ganj, the root ot the 
troubles,” and those who were made prisoners here 
were taken to the bank of the Jumna and beheaded. 

“ The quarters first attacked were those . occupied by 
jewellers, Sharafs, bankers and merchants.”* Some of 
the noblemen of Delhi, who were well affected to the foreig¬ 
ners and Nadir Shah, were defended by the Qazlbash, 
and “ small neighbourhoods were spared in this manner.” 
Muhammad Shdh, alarmed at the reports which bad reached 
him, sent a messenger to N&dir Shdh and begged for forgive¬ 
ness-; the tyrant relented and spared the people of Delhi “ for 
the sake of Shah Muhammad.” Another account states, that 
Mirzd. Mehdi, the physician of Nadir Shah, was seated on the 
steps ot the mosque, when Asif Jah, Prime Minister of Shdh 
Muhammad, brought him a long-winded petition and begged 
for mercy. The Mirza remarked to Asif Jdh, that before the 
petition was finished the whole of Delhi would be depopulated, 
and requested that the Vazir should revise it. Asif Jah, 
alarmed and distracted, left the matter in the hands of Mirza 
Mehdi who, advancing towards Nadir Shah, respectfully 
repeated the following verse : 

The Prime Minister of Hindustan, bare-headed and with eyes 
full of tears, 

Is anxious to know whether your victory-seeking soldiers are to 
wash their hands in blood or water ? 


I have forgiven the citizens of Delhi, said Nadir, “for 
the sake of the Vazir’s grey beard.” “ And such,” says the 
historian, “ was the state of discipline in the army that when 
the order for peace was given, even the murderer drew 
back his sword from the throat of his would-be victim. 


* The Khalit Darwdzah or the Bloody Gate, is the popular name of the western 
extremity of the Dariba, a well-known street, which is still occupied by jewellers, 
bankers and merchants. 


JANTAR lfANTAR. 
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Jan tar Man tar. —“ On our way back to the camp,” writes 
Thorn, “ we stopped to view the celebrated observatory called 
the Genter Muntur, erected in the third year of the reign of 
Muhammad Shah, in 1724,by the famous astronomer, Jeysing, 
or Jayasinah, Rajah of Ambhere, and founder of the principa¬ 
lity of Jeypore. This monument of oriental munificence and 
science, is situated without the walls of the city, near two 
miles from the Jurama musjid ; but the work was never 
completed, on account of the death of the projector, and the 
subsequent confusions of the empire. The observatory was, 
however, sufficiently advanced to mark the astronomical skill 
and accuracy of the prince by whom it was designed, though 
it has suffered severely from the ravages of the Jauts, who 
not content with carrying off all the valuable materials which 
were portable, committed many wanton excesses upon the 
finest parts of the edifice. The great equatorial dial is still 
nearly perfect, but the gnon. jn and the periphery of the 
circle on which the degrees are marked have been injured 
in several parts. The length of this gnomon is one hundred 
nnd eighteen^feet seven inches ; the base one hundred and 
four feet one inch ; and the perpendicular fifty-six feet nine 
inclies. A flight of stone steps leads up to the top of the 
gnomon, edges of which as well as the arches, were of white 


‘'Besides this stupendous instrument which, on account of 
and accuracy, was denominated by Jeysing 

twn h<3 f em1 ^ M Cnter ’ ° r “ the prince of dials,’’ there are 
J,nlf therS i° n? mi ar co,,structlon and materials, but on a 
wWi ei * ^ 6 ‘ -1 tl,ree Simons are connected by a wall, on 

altitudes nf S T- be ? t S raduatod semicircle for measuring the 
altitudes of objects lying due east or west from hence. 

nr _ "In a southerly direction from the great equatorial dial 
are two buildings exactly alike, and adapted for the same 
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circumference. The intermediate spaces are equal to the radii, 
so that each of these, with the space between, forms together a 
complete sector of six degrees. Within the side of the wall are 
recesses, on the edges of which are marked the tangents of the 
degrees of the sun’s altitude, as exhibited by the shadow of the 
perpendicular still in the centre, and numbered from one degree 
to forty-five; but when the sun exceeds that height, the deg¬ 
rees are marked on the radii, numbered from the pillar in such 
a manner as to note exactly the complement of the altitude. 
These degrees are even sub-divided into minutes ; but the 
opposite spaces ih the wall, which are divided into six equal 
parts or degrees, have no sub-divisions. By observing on 
which of these the shadow of the pillar falls, the sun’s 
azimuth may be ascertained at once ; and in^he same manner 
may the lunar altitudes and azimuths be determined, as 
well as those of any star that comes upon the meridian. 
Between these buildings and the great equatorial dial 
is a concave of stone-work, representing the celestial 
hemisphere, twenty-seven feet five inches in diameter. It is 
divided by seven lines of masonry at the distance of fifteen 
degrees from each other, and intended as delineations of so 
many meridians.” 


Fakhr-ul-Masajid, or ThePride of Mosques—Was built 
in the year 1141 A. H. (1728 A D) by Fakhr-ul-msi 
Regain, the wife of Nawdb Shuja-’ath Kh^n, an Amir of the 
Court of Aurangzeb. It stands near the Kashmir Gate, on a 
platform about 40 feet by 24 feet, and about 8 feet from the 
CTOund. In the eastern face of the platform there are 
small shops facing the road. The top of the platform, or 
terrace, is paved with sand-stone and is protected bv a dwarf 
stone parapet. The court of the mosque is enclosed on 
three sides, on the west by the mosque, and on the north and 
the south by two arcades about 8 feet high, 8 feet wide and 
23 feet long. The arcades consist of three compartments, the 
middle compartment is entered through three arched doo , 
and is double the size of the adjoining compartments. 

The mosque itself stands on a two-feet high sand-stone 
plinth. It consists of three rooms, each having a scoi- 
Foped arched entrance. The face of the mosque is 
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covered with marble, and ornamented with bands of red- 
stone which enclose the arches. The roof of the 
mosque is protected in front by an embattled marble parapet; 
the parapet over the centre arch is about four feet higher 
than those on the side arches. The mosque is flanked by 
lofty minarets striped longitudinally with marble and red- 
stone, and surmounted by small octagonal open pavilions, with 
gilt domes and pinnacles. On either side of the centre arch 
there is a minaret which rises about 8 feet above the roof of 
the mosque ; it is also striped with marble and red-stone, and 
is surmounted by four-pillared open pavilions. The pinnacles 
of the minarets are also of copper-gilt Behind these minarets 
the roof of the mosque is surmounted by three graceful domes, 
one over each of the rooms of the mosque; they are striped 
like the minarets, but with white and black marble, and are 
topped with gilt pinnacles. 

The floor of tho mosque is paved with white marble, divid¬ 
ed into squares with bands of red-stone. From the floor 
to the height of about feet, the inner walls are faced with 
marble, the rest of the walls are of sand-stone. In the back-wall 
of the mosque are the raehra'-s (recessed arches) of the Qib- 
lah ; they are about 10 it. i high. On the left of the 
centre recessed arch is the marble pulpit. The inside of the 
domes are of masonry. In the left side-wall of the mosque 
is a door, and on the right a small room for the use of the 
mulld (priest) in charge of the mosque. The left wall of the 
mosque, and the colonnade on the same side suffered during 
the siege of Delhi in 1857, and a cannon ball dismantled the 
pavilion of the minaret on its north-eastern comer. 

The mosque is entered from the north-eastern comer of 
the platform ; some of the steps leading up to the court of the 
mosque are covered by the roof of the doorway. 

On the door of the mosque is the following inscription 

on marble : “ Fakhr-ul-Masajid ; ” and over the centre arch, 
tne iollowing : 

The Khan, the Cherisher of Faith, Shuji-’aU Khdn, has obtained a 
place in Paradise. 

By the will of God and the grace of Murtaz^, 
theworld 6 ]^ 108 &ad8laVe of Fitimah ' Fakhr Jabkn [Pride of 

Built this mosque, to his memory by the blessing of MusUflL 
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The Garden, and the Gates of Mahaldar Khan.— About 

four miles to the north-west of Modern Delhi are the gates 
and garden of Nazir Mahaldar Khdn, an officer of some im¬ 
portance in the reign of Muhammad Shdh ; both the garden 
and the gates stand on the road to Karnal, and were built in 
the year 1141 A. H. (172S A. D.) The garden occupies 
several acres of land, and its main entrance is on the Karnal 
road. The gate of the garden has two arched doorways about 
9 feet wide, 14 feet high and 35 feet deep, being of the depth 
of the two rooms on either side of the passage. Red-stone 
is used only in ornamenting the arches of the gateway 
and of a projecting bracket on either side of them. 
About 180 feet from the entrance of the garden there is a 40 
feet square building, a sort of lodge, standing on a terrace 4 
feet high and 60 feet square. It has a room in each of its 
four corners, and the intervening spaces are occupied by four 
corridors of three arches each ; in the centre of the enclos¬ 
ing corridors there is a square room. The best part of the 
lodge is built of red sand-stone ; there are steps on each of 
the four sides of its terrace. Under the parapet of its roof 
there is a deep stone ledge which goes round the building. 
Within a few feet of the lodge there is a deep tank of red 
sand-stone, 90 feet square, which is fed by the Delhi Canal. 

This garden formed the eastern boundary of the Bazaar of 
Mahaldar Khan, and the ruins of its shops may still be seen. 
Between the Garden and the Bazaar there was an extensive 
enclosure, and in its northern and southern walls were 
the gates popularly known as Tirpauliyah, or Three Gates. 
The northern gate is still on the Karnal road, and gives one 
the idea of the approach to an ancient city ; but the 
corresponding gateway, which is avoided by the new road, 
stands a good way on the left of it The first gateway 
is an oblong building about 50 feet by 38, and consists of 
three arches ; the centre arch is 14 feet 7 inches and the side 
arches are 14 feet and 3 indies wide, but they are of equal 
height, being about 17 feet from the ground. From the top of 
the arch to the top of the roof the wall is 10 feet high; the 
arches are two deep., The roof is protected by a plain parapet 
wall about 2 feet high ; there are steps in the side walls which 
lead to the top of the gateway. 

About 250 yards from the first gate is the second fixate 
of the Bazaar. There is an inscription over the centre arches 
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of the gates; the letters are of black marble inlaid in a 
slab of white marble.* The second gateway resembles the first, 
with this difference, however, that the rooms in the two 
gateways do not communicate with one another in the same 
order, and that there are two small flanking minarets in the 
second gateway which we miss in the first. 


The second Sonehri Masjid of Roshan-uddau- 

lah.—This Masjid was built in Faiz Bazaar by B,oshan-ud- 
daulah, in the year 1157 A. H. (1745 A. D.), fully 24 
years after the building of his first mosque in Ch£nd- 
ni Chauk. It stands on a terrace about 9 feet hi<*h—from 
the level of the Faiz Bazaar road—32 feet broaS and 57 
feet long. The gate of the mosque is in the eastern wall 
of the terrace; it is 11 feet high, 16 feet wide and about 6 
feet deep ; two flights of steps, under the cover of the gateway 
lead to the top of the terrace. On the north and the south of 
the terrace there are rooms and d6.X6.ns, or halls, for the use of 
students; on the west of the terrace is the mosque, containing 
three rooms ; on either side of it is a small room about 6 feet 
square for the use of the attendants of the mosque. The Masiid 
is entered through three arched doorways. From the floor 
of the terrace to the embattled parapet over the side arches 
the mosque is about 24 feet high, and from the floor to 
the parapet over the centre arch it is 26 feet high. The 
centre door is 9 feet wide and the side doors about 8 feet 
wide; the doors are raised from the floor by two steps. 
I he domes of this mosque were covered with coppergilt 
casings, which were used for the repair of the domes of the 
mosque in Chandm Chauk. The stone and mortar of the 


* [EnOLISH TRANSLATION 07 THS INSCRIPTION.] 

“By the blessing of God and the Prophet of the age, 

b “ ut bjr N “ r Kwn; suci * »«» ^ 

That it may be a memorial of him for ages. 

From Hithif came a roice to this [effect]. 

May thia building stand for ever." 
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despoiled domes have almost disappeared. There is an inscrip¬ 
tion on the eastern wall of the mosque.* 


Qudsiah Bagh.— -This garden, which at one time contain¬ 
ed an extensive palace, was laid out on the banks of the 
Jumna at a short distance from the Kashmir Gate, in tne 
year 1162 A. H. (1748 A. D.) by Qudsf Jiegam, the wife 
of Muhammad Shah and the mother of Ahmad Shah, in 
succession. Emperors of Delhi. It is not at all unlikely, as 
related by tradition, that Qudsf Begc \ took advantage of 
a garden on the river to improve it and adorn it with palatial 
buildings and with splendid water works, the foundations of 
which may yet be seen. Nothing now remains of the palace, 
if I am to judge from the two sketches of the place that I have 
seen ; the most prominent objects that now belong to Qudsiah 
Bdgh are a gateway, two bdrddaris, three interrupted lines 
of heavy walls, and a group of deserted shops. 

The gateway, which is on the west of the garden, is a 
stone and masonry structure, lofty but heavy and gloomy. 
It is 39 feet high, 74 feet long and 55 feet wide. To inter¬ 
rupt a view of the palace through the gateway, a half-wall 
is erected between its two arches. 

There were two minarets on two flanking pilasters of the 
gateway, crowned with clumsy ornaments resembling flower¬ 
pots. On either side of the gateway there is a row of masonry 
cells which must have once completely enclosed the garden, 
but which is now interrupted in several places. On the north- 

♦ [ ENOLI8H TRANSLATION OF THB INSCRIPTION. ] 

«Thanks be to God ! by the grace of the glory of the Sayyad, saved by his 
knowledge of God : . s 

Shah Bhik, the perfect teacher, the strengthener of the holiness of God. 

Tn the reign of * King like Alexander, [in gloryj and in dignity like Jamshid, 

The spreader of justice, Muhammad Shah Ghazi, Badahah, 

Bosban-uddaulah Zafar Khan, the Lord of beneficence and bounty, 

Built this golden Mosque, lieaveulike [in loftiness]. 

Such a Masjid, [and such is] the dignity of its Court, that the sky made the 
raya of the light of the sun sweep it in the mornings ; 

Its clear tank, is a sample of the spring of Paradise ; 

Whoever haa washed himself with its water has cleansed his sins. 

The year and date of its [building] Risali got from the voice of the Unseent : 

(It is a] Masjid like the Mosque of Paradise, where the light of God 

descends." 
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western corner of this wall there are vats whence the foun¬ 
tains of the garden were supplied with water. On the south¬ 
western extremity of this wall there is a block of buildings, 
consisting of rooms, about a hundred feet wide and five 
hundred feet long, with a court in the centre. It is 
said, that there was a similar block of buildings on the right 
of the gateway, and that the ground between them was en¬ 
closed by another wall of cells, which was entered by an 
outer gateway which has since disappeared. The eastern 
side of the Bdgh is an open space, but well covered with 
the ruiDS of houses and water-works, and considering its 
position, it must have been the most important part of the 
garden and is probably the site of the palace. On the north 
and the south of the garden there are two lines of walls contain¬ 
ing cells, like those on either side of the gateway, having a 
email unpretending baradari in the centre. These rooms are 
built on five feet high terraces, and are about 20 feet 
wide and 30 feet long, with three arched doors in front. 
The garden was entered by three gateways ; we have already 
described the main entrance on the west, there were two 
other entrances through the northern wall, one under the ba- 
radari, and the other in the western corner of the wall ; the 
latter now is a shapeless gap. 

The Mosque at the south-eastern comer of the Bagh—so 

much battered by gun shots during the seige of Delhi in 

1857—though attached to the palace, was not included 
m it 


Sonehri Masjid, near Lai QU’ah.— Javed Khan, a 
courtier of some renown during the decline of the Delhi 

A? pif j'o Wh0 Pky* 1 a ^markable part in the reign of 
Ahmad Shth and met with a tragical death, he was the con- 
fidentia 1 adviser of Nawab Qudsi. Begam, the mother 
ot Ahmad Shah, and the wife of Muhammad Shdh. In the 

(1751 A. D.) he built this mosque within 
a hundred yards of the Delhi Gate of Lai Qil’ah ; the domes 
and the pinnacles were covered with copper-gilt plate. 


It is one of three mosques which are known bv the 
name of Sonehri Masjid ; the subject of the present 
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notice being one and the other t',vo being the Golden Mos¬ 
ques of Roshan-uddaulah in Chandni Chauk and Faiz 
Bazaar. 

The mosque of Javed Khan is a small but remarkably 
elegant building ; in few of the structures of the later Moghal 
period is there such a wonderful combination of smallness 
of size with perfect symmetry of form. Three graceful 
domes, once covered with gilt casing* and now with 
well finished free stone, flanked with slim and tapering 
minarets of the same material lend beauty to this, otherwise, 
unpretending building. 

The mosque stands on the corner of a cross road ; the 
road to the south is almost on a level with the court of the 
mosque, but the road on the east was low enough to have jus¬ 
tified the architect in building a handsome entrance, the em¬ 
battled parapets of which do not rise 4 feet above the level 
of the court of the mosque. This gate, a small half-hexagonal 
tower, is built of sand-stone ; it has three entrances—the arched 
entrance in the centre is about 15 feet by 10, and has a door 
on either side of it. On the top of the gateway is a five feet high 
balustrade, the lower half of which consists of a low embat¬ 
tled parapet, above which is a dwarf open arcade of the same 
height. U nder the centre arch of the gateway, which is taste¬ 
fully ornanamented with scrolls and foliage, and consists of two 
recessed arches, there are ton stone steps which lead up to the 
court of the mosque. The side entrances lead to this flight of 
steps and to a room on either side of the staircase. The gate¬ 
way was flanked by two minarets which were destroyed not 
very long ago. 

The court-yard is about 48 feet square and is paved with 
sand-stone, but, owing to neglect, grass is permitted to grow 
be tween the flags. The mosque stands on a plinth 18 inches high, 
is built throughout of red-stone and the ordinary sand-stone 
of the country, and consists of three rooms. There are three 
arched entrances to the mosque ; the centre arch is scolloped 
like its side arches, but it is more elaborately ornamented 
with scrolls and foliage than the others. There is a deep 
stone ledge over the three arches. Behind each of 
the three arches, there is a room and over each of these rooms 
there is a bulbous dome, built on a cylinder about 3 
feet high. Originally, the domes were covered with copper- 
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gilt plate, but the mosque was repaired by Bahadur Shah in 
1852, when he covered the ruined domes with sand-stone, 
striped longitudinally with red-stone and crowned with gilt 
pinnacles. The centre dome is about 45 feet high but 
the side domes are about 5 feet lower. 


The centre arch, which is crowned with an embattled pa¬ 
rapet, is flanked by two minarets which rise about 8 feet 
above the roof, and are topped with ornamental boaaee 
with gilt pinnacles. About 6 feet lower than the parapet of 
the centre arch are the embattled parapets over the side 
arches, and on their northern and southern extremities 
there are two slim atid very tastefully constructed mina¬ 
rets, about 60 feet high, and each supporting an octagonal open 
pavilion with a gilt dome. On the back of the mosque, to the 
right and theleft of the-centre dome, there are two dwarf mina¬ 
rets corresponding to those flanking the parapet over the centre 
arch. The back of the mosque is also flanked by two pilas¬ 
ters which above the roof of the mosque support octagonal 

open pavilions, the domes of which have either disappeared or 
were never built 


The floor of the mosque is paved with sand-stone : and 
each of its three rooms has a niche in its back wall, 8 feet from 
the floor. Some of the gilt and paint of the original decora¬ 
tions may yet be seen in the walls. The sid£ rooms are 
separated from the centre room by two arches ; the inner 
face of the arches must have been elaborately painted ; and 
some traces of these paintings are still visible. The pulpit 

l?rUw° Ved fr ? u m fc ^° centre room > its site is still 

me8 c n ^ e , floor * ° ver the outer faces of the' 

: iXS’i **»~«. «*»*« 

be th ° N “ wib [•£• Lord] ofmerc, .ad 

eternal [ J £ved] place of the exalted Master Tof! Power 
of 7— ,Mk “ d — « better thd [If^ter] 

Whoever hbs washed with if water has been cleansed of hia sins. 



278 


THE TOMB OP SAFDAR JANG. 


The year of its foundation, Khurram obtained from the voice 
of the unseen. 

[It is the] Mosque of Bethlehem ; it is the resting place of the light 
of God.” 

A few feet to the west of the mosque there is a 
small enclosure containing a marble tomb, the history of which 
I have not been able to ascertain. 


The Tomb of Safdar Jang.— Abul Mansur Khan, better 
known by his title of Safdar Jang, was the nephew and succes¬ 
sor of Sd-’adat ’All Khrin, Viceroy of Oudh. He was a Persian 
by birth and visited India at the invitation of his uncle, the 
Viceroy, whose daughter he married. When order was res¬ 
tored in Hindustan after the invasion by N&dir Shah, Mansur 
Khan became a favourite at the Court of Delhi, and when 
Nizam-ul-Mulk declined the Wazir-ship of the Emperor 
Ah.mad Shah, Mansur Khdn was raised to that dignity with 
the title of Safdar Jang. He was a man of ordinary ad¬ 
ministrative capacity, but by the incapables who then advised 
the king, he was regarded as a man of genius. Perhaps 
less crafty, certainly less adventurous, than his rival, Ghazi- 
uddin Khan, the son of Nizdm-ul-Mulk, he was compelled to 
abandon the post of honour in Delhi and lived in a hot-bed of 
intrigue till his death occurred in 1167 A. H. (1753 A. D.) 
He was buried in the mausoleum which stands on the road to 
the Qutb Minar, about five miles from ShdhjahanaMd, or 
Modem Delhi. This mausoleum is in some respects not unlike 
that of Humayun and is believed to have been intended as a 
duplicate of that superb building. It stands in the centre of an 
extensive garden, on a lofty terrace containing arched cells. 
The roof of the tomb is surmounted by a marble dome, and is 
supported by open marble pavilions on the four corners ; but 
the tomb of Safdar Jang is poor and unimpressive compared 
with that of Humayun, and may be considered, as 
Keene justly remarks, “ the last grand effort of Mogul 

architecture.” 

The garden in which the tomb stands is about 300 yards 
square ; the gate of the mausoleum is on the east of the 
garden and contains rooms for the accommodation of the 
' attendants of the tomb. In the centre of the walls, on the 
other three sides of the enclosure walls, there are 
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dedans, whi«.h are used as rest-houses by visitors. On each of 
the four corners of the garden there is an octagonal tower, the 
sides of which, with the exception of the entrance, are covered 
with perforated red-stone screens. Behind the gateway, and 
a little to its north, there is a masjid with three domes and 
three arched entrances, built throughout of red-stone. 


The terrace on which the tomb stands is 10 feet high 
from the level of the garden, and 110 feet square. 
In the centre of the terrace is a vault under which 
is the grave of Safdar Jang. The building over the grave is 
60 feet square and about 90 feet high ; in its centre there is a 
room 20 feet square containing a beautiful marble monument, 
highly polished and massively carved. Round the centre room 
there are eight apartments, four of which are square and 
four octagonal. The pavement and the wills o£ the room, 
up to the waist, are of marble. The roof of the centre 
room is about 40 feet high and the ceiling is formed by a flattish 
dome. The apartments above correspond with those below. 

In the centre of the roof stands a bulbous marble 
dome, with marble minarets at each angle. The four 
faces of the tomb are alike both in construction and ornamen¬ 
tation ; the latter consists of inlaid bands of marble. A stone 
aqueduct, deprived both of its fountains and water, may yet be 
seen in front of the tomb. J 


s ..f^, m 7 8 . ole “ m ° f Safdar Jang wan built by his son, 

ofoneSM.Ri/^n 7 ° f under tho superintendence 

mpees. S ^ Muhammad Khan, and at, cost of 3 lacs of 


The following inscription 
of the tomb.*— 


was placed on the 


eastern face 


;l h n e “ hero [Safdar] of the plain of valour 
Accepted the order to leave this transitory house 

S’® f ® °’T ,0g dat ?. was 8 iven h [his departure]* 
May you be a resident of the high Heaven •" J ‘ 


burml ground for his family. Ldl Banglah,lands alTahoTdi* 
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tance boih from Purina Qii’ah and the village of Nizum-uddin ; 
it contains two domed mausoleums in an extensive walled en¬ 
closure. The length of the enclosure is 177 feet and its breadth 
160 feet; the wall is about 9 feet high, but nine-tenths of 
it are in ruins. The gate of the Banglah is on the north-eastern 
corner of its court and is protected by an outer work in the 
form of & barbican. 


Neither of the two tombs is in the centre of the court ; 
the tomb nearest the gate is that of Lai Kanwar, mother of 
Shah ’Alaui, and hence the mausoleum is supposed to have 
taken the name of Lai Banglah. It stands on a red-stone paved 
terrace about 52£ feet square and about a foot high ; the build¬ 
ing itself is about 30 feet square, having on each ot its tour 
corners a room about 6 feet square. Between these rooms 
there are dalans, or halls, each consisting of three archer sup¬ 
ported by two stone pillars and two stone pilasters. The room 
in the centre of the building is 12 feet square. There 
are three graves in this room and one in the western hall, 
The-roof of the tomb is about 20 feet high and is surmounted 
by a red-stone dome in the later Moghal st^le. The dome is? 
about 25 feet high, inclusive of the pinnacle. 


About 50 feet from this tomb is the second tomb of Lsil 
Banglah. It is 51 feet square and is built on the same plan 
as the first tomb, having corner square rooms, oblong halls, or 
dalans, and a square centre room. The dome on the roof is 
klso built of red sand-stone. This is the tomb of Begam Jan, 
a daughter of Shal* ’Alam, The monument on the grave 
was removed not long ago. 

In an adjoining enclosure there are three tombs belong¬ 
ing to the family of Akbar 11. 


The Tomb of Mirsa Najaf Khan.—No human effort 
could have saved the Empire of Delhi after the invasion 
of Nddir Shah, but with the death of Najaf Khan 
vanished the hopes of even a protracted existence. 1 be last 
great name in the history of the Moghal Empire is, undoubtedly, 
that of Najaf Khdn, for although, when his death occurred, the 
Emperor Shah ’Alam was still on the throne of Delhi, and 
two of his descendants lived to wear the purple, the destruction 
of the Empire was complete when the successors of Najaf 
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Kirin truckled to traitors and bargained with rebels. “The 
division of his offices and his estates,” says Keene, “ became the 
subject of speedy contests, which finally overthrew the last 
fragments of Moghul dominion or independence." Najaf 
Khan was a man of great ability ; he was a Persian 
by birth, a lineal descendant of Muhammad and a member 
of the illustrious Safwi dynasty. “ At his death,” says the 
historian of “The Moghul Empire,” “he wielded all the 
power of the empire, which his energies and virtues had 
restored. He was Deputy Vazir of the absentee Viceroy ot 
Oudh, and Commander-in-Chief of the army. He held direct 
civil administration, with receipt of the surplus revenues a<rrec- 
*bly to eastern usage, of the Province of Agra and the° Jat 
territories, together with the district of Ulwur to the south¬ 
west, and those portions of the upper Dooab which he had 
pot alienated in Jacedad 


According to Mr. Keene, who quotes no less an authority 
than Warren Hastings, the Governor General ot India at the 
time, Najaf Kirin died on the 26th of April 1782, but the 
date on his tomb corresponds to the middle of 1781. 

In a ruined but large e» dosure in ’All Ganj, near 
Modern Delhi, is the tomb oi Najaf Khan. It is 90 feet 
square, stands on a 2 feet high plinth and is built of red sand¬ 
stone. The roof of the building is 10 feet high, and supports 
an octagonal tower, 12 feet in diameter, on each of its four 
corners The roof ot the tomb is flat, but the rooms have 
vaulted cedmgs. On the right of the grave of Najaf Khan 
is that of his daughter Fatimah. The monuments over both 
the graves are of marble ; and are 2 feet high, 9 feet lon<r and 
8 feet broad. The marble head-stones contain inscriptions :_ 

ExOLIBH TRANSLATION OP THE INSCRIPTION ON THE TOMB OF NAJAF KHAN. 

“ He [alonel ia living, who will never die. 

™i£ws, ^ UDC8rtAiQ revolutioua ’ with its Hke a bow and fall of 

(la certain] that its arrows of affliction [will] never miss its mark 

Thi'b&r'TuT ata ^T k '7l“ Ch waa one of the respected aayyads i 
by hiS! C 8ayy j aDd the Bayj ' adH 0f the SafwUdynastyf were honoured 

He was a precious frrnt of the tree of the garden of the Twelve fT mn ' m l 

Bakahi-ul-Mulk, Amir Najaf Khdn, the Lion-hearted ; 

X'd7 ° f the ° f H!nJ . lh » h «'P «» [*. command] < *, aot 


• Keene’s “ Moghul Empire." 
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He is a hero, [of such power] that if he held the [sword of ’All] Zulfakar 
in his hand, 

The King Lafatha [’Ali] himself would exclaim : A worthy son. 

Be thou the companion of the Prophet, who is the first and the last of the 
Prophets, 

[And] of thy ancestor [’All] the revealer of the secrets : 4 If it can be reveal¬ 
ed/ 

The pen of ’All [the writer of the epitaph] eqaal to that of the angelic messenger 
wrote on his [Najaf Khan’s] ashes [tomb,] 

The date [of his death] : 41 This is the grave of Najaf [The name of the moun¬ 
tain in which ’All was buried,] [1191 A. H. ]” 

English translation of the inscription on the tomb of najaf khan’s daughter, 

44 O God ! 

He [alone] is living, who will never die. 

Cries of lamentation are heard : She is gone from this abode of ashes, and the 
foundation of grief ! 

[She who had] the temper of an angel ; the virtuous woman, she [who was] 
of auspicious birth. 

Blessed she was, [because] she bore the name of the daughter of the Prophet ; 

May she be forgiven for the sake of the soul of Fatimah, the illumined ; 

With all her heart she sacrificed herself to the love she bore to 7 Ali ; 

She loved and offered herself as a sacrifice to the manes of the venerated 
Imams ; 

She was the daughter of the Mir Bakshi of Hind, Najaf Khdn ; 

May God grant her a place in the abode of the pure. _ i 

I drew a sigh [ah !] and the date [of her death] was evident in this hemistich : 

May ’All and Fatima be her intercessors on the day of Resurrection [1236 A. H.] 

Within twenty-five years ot the death of Najaf Khan, the 
so-called “ Empire of Delhi ” was annexed to the British Em¬ 
pire in India, and the last vestige of its nominal independence 
was extinguished. General Lake, ,who saved the Emperor 
of Delhi from the rapacity of Sindiah’s ministers and the 
insults of his French myrmidons, left him in his capital, 
a pensioner of the British Government. On the 24th 
Of September 1803, thirteen days after Lake’s victory, 
Colonel Ochterlony was put in civil and military charge 
of Delhi. Since then, only three events have occurred 
the memorials of which fall within the scope of this work : 
the Emperor Shdh ’Alam died at Delhi'in 1806, and was 
buried near the grave of Qutb Sahib in the village of 
MahrauM ; in 1821, his grandson Mfrzd Jahangir died at 
Allahabad and was buried ^lose to the tomb of Nizdm-uddin 
Aulid, and in 1837, Akbar II., the son and successor of’ 

’Alam died at Mahraull and was buried beside his father. 
Bahadur Shdh, the son of Akbar II, and the last titular king 
of Delhi, was convicted of treason in 1857, and transported to 
Rangoon, where he died in 1862. The narrow piece of ground 
which he had reserved for himself, between the graves of hr 
grandfather and father, is still unoccupied. 
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